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Story & photo: Fran Belbin

After a long period of uncertainty
it is confirmed that Burngreave
Library will stay open for at least
another year. The library will be
“co-delivered” with volunteers
staffing the service, with Council
support in the form of access to IT
services and training.  

The Save Burngreave Library Campaign’s
business plan was rejected in 2014, but
money raised by the campaign is now
being used to fund a volunteer co-
ordinator with additional funds from
Burngreave TARA, North Sheffield
regeneration charity SOAR and the Area
Panel. SOAR are also providing line
management support.  Ian Drayton of
SOAR told the Messenger, “We’re pleased
to have worked creatively with partners to
develop a plan.”

Margaret Hill from Save Burngreave
Library said, “It’s not ideally what we
wanted - we wanted and had raised funds
for a librarian - but it’s the only way to
keep the library open.”

To oversee the service Margaret will sit
on a steering group alongside library

users, local residents, community
representatives and organisations. 

Marcia Layne has been appointed as co-
ordinator and is now busy recruiting and
training volunteers, with the ultimate aim
of opening the library on weekdays and
Saturday mornings.  

Volunteer training is underway and
volunteers should start staffing the
service -with support by October.  It will
open from 10am to 5pm on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays and from 10am
- 1pm on Saturdays.  Marcia told us:

“Our priority is to maintain the library’s
current opening hours.  We need a good
number of fully trained volunteers to
achieve this, it’s important that we don’t
try and run before we can walk.  It’s
early days, but promising - we already
have some really committed and
enthusiastic volunteers on board.  But for
it to really work we need more people to
get involved and give some of their time
to volunteer in the library.”

Marcia will also be fund-raising to secure
the future of the service.  Ideas include a
“citizen’s subscription” of small monthly
donations from residents able to
contribute.  

Darrel Porter, Community development
librarian, told us: 

“Co-delivered libraries have been up and
running for about a year now. The
volunteers are doing really well - it
makes so much difference in the
community to keep the libraries open.”

Library saved - but support still needed

Story: Muneebah Waheed | Photo: Douglas Johnson

Proposals have been outlined for a new 750 pupil
secondary school to open on the site of former Pye
Bank School in 2018. 

Sheffield City Council have created 4500 primary school places
citywide but currently many Burngreave pupils have to catch
buses to surrounding areas. Prior to 2018 additional school places
will need to be created at Fir Vale, Hinde House, Parkwood and
Firth Park secondary schools, with potential additional places at
schools in South West Sheffield. 

Burngreave Councillor Jackie Drayton, Sheffield Council’s cabinet
member for children, young people and families said:

“All these proposals are a direct result of widespread
consultation with schools and communities. We have listened to
your proposals and now we want to act on them.”

Councillor Drayton said there will be widespread consultation
with all parties involved, including parents and affected
communities. A final decision is expected in December.

On 22nd October at 5.30 pm at the Vestry Hall, there will be a
Burngreave ward meeting with a workshop sharing options for
increasing local school places and an opportunity for you to share
your views. 

New school proposed

for Pitsmoor

To volunteer at
Burngreave Library contact 

or to donate visit
https://localgiving.com/charity/soar

marcia.layne@soarcommunity.org.uk 



2 BURNGREAVE MESSENGER

Im
a

g
e

 c
o

u
rte

s
y
 o

f S
h

e
ffie

ld
 L

o
c
a

l S
tu

d
ie

s
 L

ib
ra

ry

Want to lose weight and feel fitter?

Prefer a women only environment? 

Fancy some ‘you’ time?

ZEST
GYM FOR WOMEN

Opens 18th September 2015

We can help you take the first steps to leading a
healthier life in our new, women only gym.

We have a brand new, fully equipped facility in a
dedicated space just for women.

Our friendly, professional female instructors will
ensure you get the most from your workout.

Special Opening Offer

£12.99 per month!

FREE goodie bag for the first 50 members!

The Zest Centre,
18 Upperthorpe, Sheffield S6 3NA

Tel 0114 270 2040 

www.zestcommunity.co.uk
Email: info@zestcommunity.co.uk

Personal Assistant required
in S4 area of Sheffield

To assist a local family to support a gentleman, who is a full
time wheelchair user in his mid forties, with all aspects of his
care. 

This involves personal care, toileting, medication and meal
preparation to help him remain independent and manage his
illnesses which include anxiety and seizures. Support with
accessing the local community and appointments is also
required.

• To work 20 hours per week paid at £8.00 per hour

• To be worked Monday to Friday as a morning, lunchtime
and early evening call. Flexibility in daily hours required
and the occasional Saturday.

• Must have some experience as a carer with a friendly and
patient nature.

You will be required to undertake a DBS check which will be
paid for by the employer.

Please contact Saj Hussain on 0114 289 4751 quoting
ref:ST013385 or email Sajid.Hussain@peopleplus.co.uk

Please note that this advert has been placed on behalf of one
of our customers.  Should your application be successful and
you are offered the position, you will be directly employed by
the customer and not by PeoplePlus.



Page Hall surgery funding cuts
Story & photo: Graham Jones

Our NHS general practice staff
do a committed, inspired and
efficient job, making quality
health service accessible to us
all.

Many readers therefore will have been
shocked to see headlines in recent
months claiming that services at the
Page Hall Medical Centre (rated 4* by
its patients), are at risk, even though it
is in an area of inequality and
deprivation. Dedicated staff are facing the grim prospect of redundancy and patients fear
losing vital services for a diverse community with complex health needs.

Practices like Page Hall have received extra funds over the past twenty years but these are
being withdrawn.  Now it looks set to lose a quarter of a million pounds or 21% of its
budget.  This is because NHS England is changing the financing of general practices. The
new system pays practices a basic rate of £78 per patient per year regardless of where
they live in the city and 62 out of 87 Sheffield GP practices will lose funding as a result.
Sheffield CCG has offered £5 per patient to all practices for ‘extra’ work which will help
some practices balance their books, but some practices are losing more than £20 per
patient.

In a question to the Clinical Commissioning Group Councillor Jackie Drayton explained:

“The level of demographic change that has happened in our city has not been recognised
by the government cuts that we’ve had.”

In July there was an extraordinary Clinical Commissioning meeting to discuss the issue
which was attended by an unprecedented number of patients and staff protesting to save
their services and jobs.

It has been quite a campaign: a petition raised 500 signatures in a few days; letters have
been sent to local Mps; doctors from Page Hall Medical Centre met with local MP, Harry
Harpham, to express their concerns; and Paul Blomfield MP has raised the issue in the
House of Commons.

Jan Jude, Practice manager at Page Hall spoke to the Messenger:

“Our patients have complex needs and require extra support with communication and
education, which requires extra staff and longer consultations 

“On the basis of this, we have put in an application to the Clinical Commissioning
Group to be considered as a special case.”

“We know we are not the only practice with such issues and we hope to work with other
practices, locally and nationally, to lobby the CCG and the Government for additional
long term funding.”

The funding cuts are due to begin in October 2015 but Page Hall can continue providing
its full services until at least April 2016 and hopefully additional funding will be found to
continue to provide primary care services to the local community.  At present the special
case funding is being reviewed by the CCG along with 13 other submissions from across
the city.

The organisation ‘Sheffield Save our NHS’ argues that:

“South Yorkshire has been among the big losers as both health and local authority
budgets are disproportionately reduced because of the removal or marginalisation of
allocations for inequality and deprivation, thus benefiting richer areas in the South of
England.”

As regards deprivation in Burngreave, according to 2013 figures 41.8% children live in
poverty and, compared with a UK average of 80.5, life expectancy in Burngreave  is 76
years, or about the same as that in Libya and Mexico, according to UN figures. Our GP
practices are the bedrock of our health care in the area and any cuts in funding will affect
all of us.

Abbeyfield Park House has been
plagued by a series of break-ins over
the summer, with the offices of both
Green City Action and Burngreave
Messenger targeted. 

The thieves took petty cash but
found nothing else to steal, and the
projects in the building are now
being careful to keep no cash on the
premises. 

A third attempt to break in was
unsuccessful, although caused
further damage which has since been
repaired.

Next issue deadline:
Tuesday 15th December

Burngreave Messenger Ltd, 
Abbeyfield Park House,
Abbeyfield Road, 
Sheffield S4 7AT.

Tel: (0114) 242 0564

mail@burngreavemessenger.org

www.burngreavemessenger.org

Follow us on Twitter
@TheBMessenger

The Burngreave Messenger is a
community newspaper with editorial
independence, which has received
funding from local residents, advertisers
and grant-making bodies.

Registered Charity: 1130836 

All content is copyright Burngreave
Messenger Ltd or its voluntary
contributors, not to be reproduced
without permission. 

This issue’s team:
Fran Belbin, Helen Brown, Michelle Cook,
Douglas Johnson, Graham Jones, Edgar
Lowman, Jamie Marriott, John Mellor and
Amy Palmer

Messenger AGM
Saturday 28th November

11am to 1pm
Abbeyfield Park House

Followed by a
‘bring and share’ lunch. 

All welcome!
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Summer at

the Playground 
Story: Fran Belbin

Pitsmoor Adventure Playground’s
summer programme was packed
with activities for local families
and children.  

The site is looking better than ever now
that the zip wire platform has been
transformed into a dinosaur by local
artist Patrick Amber, working alongside
the children.  The much missed slide was
finally replaced at the start of the summer
with a new “thrill slide”, and it has fully
lived up to expectations!  Lots of children
(and quite a few adults) queued to fling
themselves down the slide at its official
opening by the Lord Mayor Talib Hussain
during the fun day held to celebrate
National Play Day on 5th August.  The
Lord Mayor was also on hand on 8th
August to award medals to the children
participating in the Pitsmoor Olympics.

Families, volunteers and staff enjoyed two

visits to Cleethorpes over the summer,
where they indulged in ice creams on the
beach, donkey rides and all the fun of the
fair.  Another trip to the Peak District was
the first time some of the children had
experienced the countryside, with further
visits planned for the future.

A range of arts projects have encouraged
children to develop their musical, artistic
and performance skills and
complemented activities going on
elsewhere in Sheffield, but with a
Pitsmoor flavour!  Plenty of noise was
generated at “Pramlines”, a series of
music workshops on Saturday mornings
where the children have learned to play

xylophones and percussion instruments,
funded by a grant from John Lewis Music
Matters.  Fantastic paintings were
produced during “Art in the Playground”
at the beginning of September, and
student Satu Pihlstrom led a theatre
project that ended with a grand
performance of Camelot.

Fund-raising

The charity running the playground have
now taken on the lease for the site, and
are busy fund-raising to secure its future.
Supporters raised enough votes to win an
Aviva Community Fund award which is
funding four family fun days during the
year; South Yorkshire Fire and Rescue
Service have also awarded a grant to carry
out community safety activities over
2015/16, with a focus on road traffic
awareness and reducing road accidents.
The playground has also had great
support from local organisations such as
Arches Housing and the Community
Champion at Tesco.  But fund-raising is
still a high priority for the charity and a
new set of swings is the next target.

The children themselves continue to do
their bit to raise donations, for example
by bag packing at Tesco and collecting
bric-a-brac to sell.  As well as fund-
raising, they are involved with keeping
the playground well maintained and tidy,
and recently their efforts have spread to
the surrounding streets, with a group of
children taking it on themselves to clean
up litter and fly tipping.  As Playground
Manager Patrick Meleady said, “They are
fabulous young citizens and a credit to
their families.”

Open air service

on Ellesmere 
Story: Philip Ireson

300 Christians from local churches
gathered on Ellesmere Green on 13th
September for a celebration as part
of the ‘Crossroads Mission’ with the
Bishop of Durham, Paul Butler. 

Lively music was provided by a band, the sun
shone and the Green looked at its best.  The event also saw the
official launch of the Northern Lights Mission partnership which
joins together Christ Church, St. Peter’s, and St. Cuthbert’s.

As part of the mission Bishop Paul visited Pye Bank School and
Pitsmoor Adventure Playground and then went out with Street
Pastors around Page Hall.

In other news from the churches St. Cuthbert’s has said goodbye
to their vicar, Louise Collins, and Christ Church curate, Hannah
Hall, has also moved on to her new church in Nottingham.
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Muslim men’s health event
Story & photo: Saima Ahmed 

As part of the MESP (Muslim Elders Health Project) that
is run at PACA, a health event was  organised aimed
at Muslim men over 50. The event was held at PACA
on 3rd June 2015. 

Many organisations were invited to give out information on the
day. These included Heeley City Farm who were giving out energy
saving advice and tips. A nutritionist and Dawn Young from
SOAR came to talk about health, with a particular focus on
diabetes, high blood pressure, cholesterol and how to maintain a
healthy heart. They also did a demonstration on how to make
healthy fruit kebabs! 

There was also a focus on fasting during Ramadan, and if people
over 50 with health conditions and diabetes wanted to fast then
they were given some basic information on how they can fast
safely and were encouraged to speak to their GP before fasting
especially if they are diabetic. 

Community Development Workers from the Mental Health Team
(Sheffield Health and Social Care Trust) who talked to the men
about mental health issues in the BME community. The ‘Let’s get
talking’ video produced my Sheffield MIND was also showcased.

This talked about mental health in the BME community, why
people don’t talk about it and explores relaxation techniques and
ways to manage mental health. 

Smoking cessation team from NHS Sheffield were also present to
talk to the men about quitting for good during Ramadan. They
had lots of freebies! 

Helen Fairtlough, a genetics outreach worker was also present to
talk about the ‘close cousin marriages and genetic risk’ project
which PACA is also a part of. Helen was telling the men about
how the chance of having a child born with a recessive genetic
disorder is increased if the parents are closely related. If you
would like more information on this project you can contact
Saima Ahmed on 0114 261 9130 or 
Helen Fairtlough on 07774 828 184. 

And finally… we also served a yummy healthy lunch! 

For more information on the Muslim Elders Health
Project (Men and Women) or the Men’s Lunch Club
please contact Saima Ahmed at PACA on 261 9130. 

Catherine St Greenspace
Story & photo: Helen Brown

On 3rd August clearing of the unused green space on
Catherine Street began. Local residents, members of
TARA, councillors, and representatives of Arches all
came together at the site to mark the occasion. 

The green space, which has become an unused eyesore, is being
transformed into a landscaped public area for local residents to
enjoy.  The project is being funded by money set aside by the
Sheffield Council to fund projects of benefit to the community,
which is then paid into a scheme that requires developers to
contribute to the community. In this case the money was
contributed by Arches, who are building housing, which will
overlook the Catherine Street green space. 

The first tenants were due to move in during September.
Kanwaljit Singh, the Housing Services Manager for Arches, said
the green space would make the area far more pleasant for
residents and benefit the community.

Unusually, the money given by Arches was ring-fenced for local
use rather than becoming part of the Sheffield wide fund. This
happened partly thanks to a campaign led by the TARA, who were
then asked by the Council to take part in the consultation for the
project. TARA volunteers performed surveys to establish what
was wanted for the space. The process has taken eighteen months
in total.

The TARA’s Margaret Hill, says “This has got to have a positive
impact, because people will be able to use it.” She says the area
currently doesn’t provide a safe environment for children and this
green space will give the local residents, whose gardens are often
not big enough for outside play, the opportunity to take their
children to a safe area nearby their homes.

The project is due to be finished by February or March next year,
when it should be available for use. Margaret is hoping that the
area will not only be cleared and landscaped by then, but that a
natural play area will have been created using landscaping and
natural resources rather than expensive play equipment, though
she has hopes that a slide might be possible too. The provision of
such extras as benches and actual play equipment will be decided
in phase three of the project, which should be reached later this
year, and will depend mainly on available funds.

Sheffield Roma Network

The Sheffield Roma Network is being developed at PACA and
aims to be a voice for the Roma community and help it build
capacity to address issues affecting it as a community. 

The network will be an opportunity for learning and a place
where the new Roma residents can start to shape and build
their own future in Sheffield. The project is hoped to improve
local integration and will support 20-30 volunteer facilitators
across the city.

To join the Roma network contact Andy on 0114 261
9130 or email andy.christian@pacacentre.org.uk
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Springboard

Social Café 
Story & Photo:Amy Palmer

On Thursday 13th August I went
down to the Vestry Hall to visit a
new project - the Springboard
Social Café. 

I wasn’t sure what a ‘social café’ was or
how it all worked but was quickly greeted
by volunteers and introduced to Helen
from SOAR who runs the sessions. 

Springboard is a partnership project
organised by SOAR and Mind designed to
help people at risk of needing to use
mental health services. They welcome
people experiencing loneliness and
isolation, or those facing challenges in
their lives such as debt that can lead to
stress and depression. 

Rob Ellis from Mind explained that “it’s
not just drinking tea” but about helping
people to build resilience and solve the
problems that can cause mental distress.
Springboard is there to help people take
care of their mental wellbeing, focussing
on positivity and moving forward from
problems that make us feel stuck in life. 

Rob’s job and Mind’s part in this
partnership is to train the volunteer
‘recovery coaches’ to provide one to one
support to people attending the sessions. 

The atmosphere was very relaxed and I

arrived just after lunch which everyone
had cooked and eaten together. The craft
table was busily producing bird houses
and jewellery boxes while having a chat.
Earlier in the day they had been visited by
the Drinkwise Agewell project to learn
about healthy attitudes towards alcohol. 

One participant said “it helps me feel
connected with people and like I’m doing
something positive”. 

This is the 4th ‘Springboard’ social café to
be set up in Sheffield and looks to be as
successful as the ones that have inspired
it. 

The Springboard social cafes run
fortnightly on a Thursday from 10am to
3pm at the Vestry Hall. You do not need
to book and there is no charge, although
you can donate towards lunch if you are
able. For more details contact Helen
Warren on 0114 213 4065 or email
helen.warren@soarcommunity.org.uk 

A Japanese

jamboree
Story & photo: Paul & Kirsty Whelan (Paul
and Kirsty Whelan live locally and are
members of St. Catherine’s Scouts on
Holtwood Road.)

After a year of fundraising in the
community local Scouts, Paul and
Kirsty, from St. Catherine’s scout
group on Holtwood Road were
able to take up their places at the
World Scouting Jamboree in Japan.

The 23rd World Scout Jamboree was a
ten-day event hosted in Kiara-harma,
Japan which encouraged scouts from
around 150 countries to discover new
cultural ideas and develop an
understanding for the diversity of our
world. 

We had to do a lot of fundraising before
we went. We did lots of bag packs, raffles

and clothes weigh-ins. We received
particular help from our old school St
Catherine’s and The Mangla saved us
cans every week for us to weigh in. 

We learned lots from the Jamboree but,
most importantly, that the similarities
between us and the people we met far
outweighed our differences. Most scouts
were fluent in English, which allowed us
to share information about our cultures.

We visited Hiroshima Peace Memorial
Park a few days before the 70th
anniversary of the dropping of the A-

bomb. The entire unit folded hundreds of
origami peace cranes which we laid at the
memorial near the A-bomb dome. 

The temperature was difficult to adjust to,
especially during the heat wave we had
when at one point, the campsite reached
51°C.

After the Jamboree, we spent a few days
with different Japanese scouting families. 

Now that the experience is over, it is very
sad that we can no longer see the friends
that we met from all over the world. We
are proud to have acted as young
diplomats for peace and unity and we are
proud to have represented our country,
Sheffield, Pitsmoor and Scouting as a
whole.

We have acted as young diplomats for
peace and unity in a time of political
turmoil in some areas of the globe. We
are proud to have visited Japan, a rich
and beautiful nation, worthy of our love
and respect.

House of Lords
Story: Graham Jones

Douglas Johnson is well known
locally as a volunteer on the
Burngreave Messenger but his
working life is spent at the
Sheffield Law Centre where he
specialises in discrimination and
disability cases.

On Tuesday 8th September, Douglas was
invited to speak at the House of Lords on
behalf of the national Law Centres
Network.

The event was a meeting of the Lords’
Select Committee looking at
discrimination law and how it affects
disabled people.  Douglas was invited
because of his experience gained through
work at Sheffield Law Centre and he was
joined by representatives from the Law
Society and the Bar Council.

The Lords were interested to hear their
proposals to strengthen equality law and
seemed to agree that much more needs to
be done.  One of the proposals was to
increase the duty on public bodies to take
account of “socio- economic inequalities.”
This would make a very big difference to
poor areas but has never been brought
into force.

One surprise for Douglas was to see
Angelina Jolie wandering past. She was
giving evidence to another Select
Committee on the needs of refugees - so
unfortunately she didn’t stop to chat!
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TEDx Pitsmoor
Story:Amy Palmer | Photo: Jess Hanson

Back in February Martin Currie was granted a licence
from TED - a charity encouraging the sharing of ideas
through public speaking events to run an
independent Pitsmoor themed evening of talks.
Pitsmoor TEDx was held at Christ Church on 27th June
and was a great success.

Clare Burnell kicked off the Pitsmoor themed talks by using
objects found in a storage box to take the audience on a journey
of Pitsmoor celebrations and events from the first Abbeyfield
Festival to present day. The next speaker, Kim Streets, was the
editor of the Burngreave Voices book. Kim has gone from being
an unpaid volunteer to head of Sheffield Museums and she made
a plea to the audience for more exhibits from Pitsmoor. She lives
here and wants to tell stories that are from here. 

Later, we were treated to philosophy demonstrated with a bag of
sweets from Huw Thomas, a talk about a favourite cup by potter

Victoria Dawes, and an explanation around the snooker triangle
from Paul Beck. Debjani Chatterjee from the Hindu Samaj spoke
about the healing powers of poetry and performed poems about
her cancer journey. After the event Debjani said:

“The audience felt wonderfully supportive. One young woman
thanked me, saying that, while she had not had cancer, she had
also suffered serious illness and been ‘mistreated’ by GPs and the
same hospital; and it was the first time that she could tell
anyone outside her family what she had suffered. The trauma I
had endured was virtually her experience too; my talk had given
her ‘a voice’, she said, and my ‘revenge’ poem in particular had
given her a good feeling!”

There were twelve talks in total supported by Lee Furness from
the Public Speaking  Academy alongside entertainment from
Dave Kirby reading his ‘micro fiction’, talented young singers
Saskia, Carys and Alice singing harmonies, and the hilarious
Pitsmoor Ladies’ Ukulele Chorale. 

The audience was made up from a mix of locals and people from
further afield. Local Giulia Djaha commented that “It was great!
Inspiring, entertaining and made me and my husband feel part of
a stimulating community that is different from what everyone
else thinks of Pitsmoor.”

The evening was an overwhelming success and there have already
been rumours of a ‘next time’…

If you missed the event or would like to listen to the talks again
you can find them by visiting the TEDx Pitsmoor website at
http://m80398.wix.com/tedxpitsmoor. 

Martin’s next event will be the free ‘Cheap Thrills’ zero
budget film festival on 10th October in the Burngreave
Cemetery Chapel at 7pm.

Praying together for 

Eid Al-fitr 
Story:Amina Ali Photo: Graham Jones 
(Additional information kindly supplied by Guleid Jama)

An estimated 1.800 people from various backgrounds
came together to Spital Hill Tesco’s underground car
park on Friday the 17th July to celebrate Eid Al-fitr,
the completion of Ramadan. 

In previous years Eid was always held in several different
locations as space was limited. 

This was the biggest Eid day prayer gathering I have seen in
Sheffield, which gave the whole prayer a sense of unity and so, by
Tesco opening up their shop, they truly embraced the community
around them.The opportunity to pray together was warmly
welcomed:

“Tesco really became a part of the community by being part of
such an important day.” Mohamed Awgaab.

“Eid prayers being at Tesco felt like we all came together.”
Farthi Daher. 

“The venue really helped bring everybody out to pray together.”
Mohamed Ali Mohammed .

The event was organised by At-Taqwa Mosque on Andover Street
with support from other local mosques. Imam Sheik Mahamed

Ali Mawlid, the Head teacher of the At-Taqwa Education Centre
led the prayers and concluded with a message of universal peace.

Eid al-Fitr is a Muslim holiday that marks the end of the holy
month of fast of Ramadan.  Eid is an Arabic word meaning
“festivity”, while Fitr means “to break the fast.

The day of Eid al-Fitr is celebrated first by attending the mosque.
Children receive presents and money from elder members of the
family, relatives and neighbours.  Lunch is usually eaten in large
family groups.  

Eid prayers at Tesco was so successful that it is hoped that it will
be repeated there next year.



Cellar Space
Story & Photo: Harry Jenkinson

The Cellar Space provides a
therapeutic environment for
young people who have been
unable to engage with
mainstream education.

It offers a personalised programme of
activities based on individual strengths
and interests, in a safe and nurturing
environment at The Furnival, a converted
Burngreave pub. 

Since opening in 1996, The Cellar Space
has worked with hundreds of young
people, helping them to return to
mainstream education, or into
employment. A team of experienced
learning mentors, an art therapist, and
sessional teachers deliver a curriculum
based on the assessed needs of each

young person. In recent times 70% of
young people referred to us returned to
mainstream education, and a similar
percentage improved greatly in their
social, emotional, behavioural skills.

The team are always looking for new and
creative ways to engage young people,
and this year have secured funding for
new music equipment and developed an
exciting new music curriculum. The
“music space” was chosen after listening
to feedback from the young people. They

have been involved in most aspects of this
project including choosing what colour
we paint our walls!  

In June five young people took part in an
exciting residential trip to Whirlow Hall
Farm. They enjoyed mountain biking in
the Peak District, adventure walking and
experienced life on the farm. Their
feedback was amazing including
comments “let’s do this every week” and
“I have had the best time EVER!” 

Working with some of the most
underprivileged and vulnerable young
people in the city is a huge challenge, but
also a great privilege. It is exciting to see
the changes made by a young person,
when provided with a safe and nurturing
environment. One young person told us
“they want to come every day and Cellar
Space should be a school”. 

For more information please
contact julie@thefurnival.org
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Oak Tree stars 
Story: Mary Wadeson | Photo: Oak Tree School

Oak Tree High School is snugly situated at the end of
Petre Street. This is where girls of 11 to 16 are taught
the usual Maths, English, Science and Arabic
curriculum in an Islamic setting.

Four years have flown by with numbers growing from the original
34 girls to over 100 this year. We are celebrating our first year
taking GCSE exams and our girls have excelled beyond our
expectations, with 73% gaining 5+ subjects at A-C level.

Our girls achieved a 93% pass rate at grades A*-C for science,
82% for English language and 91% for English literature; 75% in
Arabic and 68% in maths. These are wonderful results for our
GCSE cohort. Special mention is due to our brightest star pupils,

Samrah Afzal who achieved 2 A*s, 4 As, and 2 Bs.
Ayesha Khan who achieved 1 A*s, 6 As, and 3 Bs
Mahirah Khan who achieved 4 As and 3 Bs
Naima Awil who achieved 2 As and 6  Bs

These four lead a fiery comet of stars into the future, followed by
a twinkling string of stars.

Our year 11 stars have moved onto the next stage in their
education: with 17 at Longley College, 5 in King Edwards High
School Sixth Form, and a scattering elsewhere too. We staff wish
them joy. Behind their success are many hours of dedicated
teaching and support which has borne fruit. What the Oak Tree
girls have learnt with us is immeasurable. They are confident,
articulate, independent learners: ready to bravely face the future
wherever it leads them.

A great year for

Fir Vale School
Story: Janet Lawson

Governors, staff, and students are delighted. This has
been a ‘great year’ for Fir Vale Academy following a
very good Ofsted Report in June - a real success story
in a very challenging context.

After a two day visit by the independent school inspectors
(Ofsted), Fir Vale School was declared Outstanding in Student
Safety and Good in all categories - Leadership and Management,
Behaviour of pupils, Quality of  Teaching and Achievement of
Pupils. The lead Ofsted inspector reported the school is “An oasis
of calm, tolerance and harmony”.

Following on from this, Fir Vale went up a good 6.5% in the
number of pupils achieving 5A*-C grades (including English &
Maths) on last year’s results.  They are now standing at 46% 5A*-
C, which is 6% above the government floor target and not all of
our results are in yet. The 3 levels’ progress in English this year is
outstanding at 77%.

In the surrounding area Parkwood E-ACT Academy excelled in
Maths and Science where pupils acheived 60% and 80% A*-C
grades. 

Firth Park Academy have celebrated an overall 9% improvement
in results from last year and at Longley Park final year students
achieved an amazing 98% A level pass rate.
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The elephant of

Cooks Wood Road
Story & photo: Helen Brown 

Venturing down Cooks Wood Road you may be
surprised to see a beautiful little elephant peering
down at you from atop a hedge - in the form of a
very statuesque topiary. 

The elephant was created by Mary Wadeson, who teaches at Oak
Tree High School in Burngreave. In her spare time she is a very
enthusiastic gardener, and is adept at growing not only hedges
but fruit trees, a vegetable patch and a lovely self-dug pond that
attracts the attention of frogs and wildlife.

Mary says that her elephant, named Nelly, took about five years
to grow, beginning with the four legs, which took around a year.
After that came the elephant’s back, at which stage she said it
looked very odd - like a snake with legs! Eventually she could
grow the head and tail, and by the fifth year she could make the
ears and trim the head. 

Mary says, when asked why she chose the elephant in particular:
“I adore elephants… I’m a feminist and I love the fact that the
women are the matriarchs of the herd, and can kick the men out!”
Mary goes on to explain that should she have to cut it down for

safety reasons as it is hard to reach to trim. She will still have an
overwhelming presence of elephants in her garden as she is in the
process of incorporating her own hand-made ceramic tiles
featuring images of elephants into her drive; “So I will have
elephants marching up my driveway!” Though Mary admits that
it would be a shame to cut Nelly down. 

She is known up and down the street as the ‘elephant lady’ and
receives Christmas cards addressed to the ‘Elephant House’. She
still has fond memories of when the Tour de France passed down
her road, as she had painted a yellow jersey on Nelly’s back and
you can still see a trace of paint on her legs!

Behind the stars -

Jim Carroll
Story & photo: Helen Brown

Jim Carroll is a musician who has
played the keyboard for many
stars in the 60s and 70s, featuring
on around 30 hit singles, and he
has lived in Burngreave for over
thirty years now. 

He has played on hits featuring Dusty
Springfield, Cat Stevens, Love Affair, and
Keith West to name but a few. And that’s
not considering the jingles and links he
has written that have played heavily on
Radio Sheffield, and in the early days of
Radio Hallam. He has even written music
for TV commercials such as the
‘Crumbliest chocolate in the world …’ that
many will remember.

Jim’s career is absolutely fascinating. His
life as a musician started when he just
fourteen years old, having taught himself
to play. He was invited for an audition at
the old ‘Dial House Club’ in Sheffield.
When successful he started playing there
after school for about £2.10 an evening,
which he says was technically illegal as he
was a minor though he didn’t realise that
at the time. Three months after he first
auditioned at the club he was playing for
‘Terry’ by Twinkle on ‘Top of the Pops’! It
was his first appearance of many at their

original studio in Manchester, which Jim
says was much smaller in real life than
they made it appear on television.

As well as being on ‘Top of the Pops’ and
playing at many clubs and cabaret bars,
Jim featured in hit singles recorded at
Abbey Lane’s famous ‘Studio 2’ in
London. He also played live at many
concerts. One night he opened the ‘Fiesta’
club in Sheffield with Terry Clayton and
The Shadows, one of many bands he went
on to work with. 

Jim also remembers going on tour with
the Walker Brothers in 1966, which
involved playing at the Gaumont Cinema
in Sheffield. Jim says “It was mayhem, I
didn’t sleep much! We did twelve shows
in eighteen days.” He went on to explain
that as the Walker Brothers were very big

at the time the concerts were madness -
“60s fan mania meant you couldn’t hear
yourself think for the screaming”. He says
that though he was only 16 the fans would
still rip the shirts from his back as he left
the venue with the band!

His favourite live tour was the Ike and
Tina Turner Roadshow in 1971 across
London and Germany. “It was two hours
of blood, sweat and tears. We did five
shows in eight days, and when I came
home I was dead!”

Though he played on and recorded many
hits with many celebrities and stars, Jim
says that the song that means the most to
him would have to be ‘Going Back’ by
Dusty Springfield. “They played that at
her funeral, the version that I played on,
so that means a lot to me.”

Jim’s career as a keyboard player lasted
10 years, he gave it up aged 24, and since
then it has remained a passionate hobby,
though he still does bits here and there. 

If he were to give any advice to budding
young musicians in the area, Jim says:

“Play at home, get into it at a young age,
and if you want to get into the music
industry to just go for it and do it. I
never had a producer or anything like
that - you can do it alone, especially
these days. But beware - despite the
glamour it can be a nasty business and
the backing stars work twice as hard for
half the money!”
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Community Wellbeing Programme

FREE women only exercise

Sessions are term-time only at
Verdon Recreation Centre, Verdon
Street, Mondays 1:30-2:30pm:

5th & 12th October 

2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, & 30th November     

7th & 14th December 

4th, 11th , 18th & 25th January 2016 

1st , 15th, 22nd, & 29th February 

7th & 14th March 

Activities are tailored and include
aerobics, circuits, floor work, resistance
bands, Zumba and weights. Please arrive
by 1:20pm as doors close at 1:30pm for
security. 

For all activities contact:

Saira Nadeem

Telephone 
0114 213 2591

Email: saira.nadeem@
soarcommunity.org.uk

Drink Wise
Age Well
Drink Wise, Age Well launches
its new five year project with
the aim of reducing alcohol
related harm in the over 50 population.

Alcohol use in the over 50s is having a real impact on society -
over the last decade there has been increasing numbers of alcohol
related deaths among the 55-74 year olds; a 53% increase in
women and 87% for men (Office of National Statistics, 2012). 

As we age we can at times face stressful life transitions such as
retirement, or the loss of a loved one. This can be a challenging
time that can leave us at risk of turning to alcohol as a coping
mechanism. Existing attitudes and beliefs about ageing and

alcohol can prevent us from getting the right type of advice and
seeking appropriate support. 

Offering different solutions around alcohol and ageing, Drink
Wise, Age Well will working across the Burngreave area providing
information; building resilience in individuals and within
communities; offering support through direct one-to-one sessions
and delivering training and skills.

Drink Wise, Age Well recognises that alcohol can quickly go from
being an enjoyable social aspect to one which has a negative
effect. We aim to support individuals to prevent alcohol causing
harm to their health. Individual tailored advice and support can
be offered to individuals either at home or in a community
setting.

If you are concerned about your drinking, below is a quick
questionnaire you can do for your health and, with our help, you
are four times more likely to succeed!

Chronic pain support group

Sharing tips on pacing, relaxations, and
stress relief for the management of pain. 

Sessions at Sorby House,
Tuesdays 12.30pm - 2.30pm:

6th & 20th October 

3rd & 17th November 

1st , 15th & 29th December 

12th & 26th January 

9th & 23rd February 

8th & 22nd March 

Sessions at St Cuthbert’s,
Tuesdays 12.30pm - 2.30pm:

13th October 

10th November

8th December

19th January

16th February

15th March

Women only support group

Women who have suffered or are
suffering from domestic abuse can come
along and talk to likeminded people and
have fun.

Sessions are every two weeks at St
Cuthbert’s Church, Barnsley Road,
Mondays 10am -12pm:

12th  & 26th October  

9th  & 23rd November   

7th &  21st December   

11th & 25th January 2016  

8th & 22nd February 

7th  & 21st March 

A total of 5+ indicates increasing or higher risk drinking.  If you would like anymore information please call 0800 032 3723.

How often do you have a drink
containing alcohol?

How many units of alcohol do you drink
on a typical day when you are drinking?

How often have you had 6 or more units
if female, or 8 or more units if male, on
a single occasion in the last year?

Never

1-2

Never

Monthly 
or less

3-4

Less than
monthly

2-4 times
per month

5-6

Monthly

2-3 times
per week

7-9

Weekly

4+ times
per week

10+

Daily or
almost
daily

Your ScoreQuestions Scoring System

0 1 2 3 4



Ladies that

lifeguard
Story: Munnebah Waheed | Photo:YCA

Since July 2015, the Yemeni
Community Association (YCA) has
provided the opportunity for
women to gain an accredited
qualification and to become
qualified pool lifeguards on
satisfactory completion of the
exam.

Sessions have been taking place at
Concord Sports Centre, with the ladies
having weekly lessons on Tuesday,
consisting of both the theory and
practical element of lifeguarding. Whilst
on the course, the ladies have covered
and learnt various lifeguarding
techniques and have had full First Aid
training.

The course was piloted and pushed by the
YCA who after completing various
surveys and listening to the community
found that there was a lack of facilities
and accommodation for ladies to pursue

sports; specifically swimming. The YCA
found that women - and in particular
women from BME communities - had
limited opportunities to participate in
sports such as swimming due to issues
such as pools being staffed by male
lifeguards, which some ladies were
uncomfortable with. As a result, funding
was secured by the YCA to invest in
swimming lessons and lifeguard training,
essentially equipping women with the
tools to empower themselves. 

The course was coordinated by Usha
Blackham, says:

“I wanted to give the ladies an
opportunity to empower themselves and
engage with sports and activities. This
[lifeguard training] is an untapped
resource and these women will now have
better employability too, as there is a
chance of lifeguard employment after.”

The ladies attending the course spoke to
the Messenger too, many of them
expressing their passion and zeal to
succeed. Huda said:

“I want to help myself and the
community. This is a fantastic
opportunity and everyone has worked
and tried so hard to achieve.”

Others echoed the sentiment:

“I’ve always had issues trying to find a
pool with female lifeguards and this has
stopped me from swimming many times
in the past. By qualifying as a lifeguard
myself, I’m not only making it easier for
myself but for others too.”

The class will be taking their theory and
practical examinations soon, and the
Burngreave Messenger wishes them
success. 

See page 17 for more good health news
from the Yemeni Community Centre.
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Life-changing

learning
Story: Carrie Hedderwick

The North East Learner has been
widely delivered in the
neighbourhood and contains a
wide range of classes for all for
leisure and career purposes or for
improving your English, in various
venues, starting now.

Adult and family learning can benefit
health, community cohesion, social
integration and family wellbeing,
particularly for children from
disadvantaged groups.  According to
NIACE, ‘parental engagement in family
learning has a large and positive impact
on children’s learning, giving children
greater confidence and self-belief, with
measurable benefits to their literacy,
language and numeracy skills.’

Parents who attend classes in local
schools are more likely to be volunteers
and to attend other courses of learning
than adult students in other venues.
These parents can contribute to the life of
their schools- as governors, classroom
assistants, mentors or simply by
developing the confidence to support
their children with positive attitudes to
learning.

I went to Whiteways Primary School to
speak to some ESOL students -  Arwa,
Adala, Rahila, Kassem, Angilla, Khadra,
Samia  & Eshrak ; their enthusiasm and
dedication are impressive. Some people
work towards a certificate for a completed
course, others just want to be more fluent
in English. Writing, reading, listening and
speaking are the four areas to each ESOL
level.

Some people find a college set up
daunting with a timetable less likely to fit
around family commitments - so to study

at the same school as their children is
easier.

Whiteways runs classes on sewing, IT,
Makaton (sign language), Zumba plus.
The courses are run as part of the City &
Guilds system, and so exams can be taken
whenever the students are ready.

Students gain in confidence and
independence - improving employment
prospects. I spoke to one student who is
now a lunchtime supervisor.

Students’ children like to become the
teacher, correcting their mum’s work -
this role reversal is a bit strange
sometimes for adults!

Groups of students go on various trips,
locally and further afield, creating a lot of
new friendships and interests.

Studying locally has so many advantages -
easy access and getting to know and be
part of what is happening in your
community. 

North East Learner online

For regularly updated news,
information and course listings for

each new term, check the 
Adult Learning Guide website: 

www.ne-adultlearning.org.uk



Firs Hill fun day
Story & photos:Amy Palmer

Firs Hill School festival was held
this year on Tuesday 30th June in
a beautifully decorated
playground filled with activities
and stalls.

After being rained off more than once in
the past few years this year the Firs Hill
festival was held on what turned out to be
an absolute scorcher. Despite the heat

and many parents participating in
Ramadan, there was an excellent turn out
and when asked how she was managing,
Mehreen, an aunt of children at the
school, said “Luckily we’ve got gazebos”.
While the adults watched from the shade
the children enjoyed face painting, henna,
hook-a-duck, a bouncy castle and other
traditional favourites such as splat the rat
and throwing wet sponges at teachers in
the stocks.  

I enjoyed a trip to the cake stall where
green class had iced some fairy cakes.
Inaya from red class told me “My
favourite thing is hook-a-duck”.

The whole school playground was
beautifully decorated with bunting made
by adult learners and parents. Razia, a
parent at the school who was running the
popcorn stand summed up the afternoon
as “Hot and sweaty but fantastic.”

Whiteways

fundraiser
Story: Priya Blackham 
Photos: Usha Blackham

On Monday 24th August parents
from Whiteways Primary School
and members of the public came
together for a fundraising event in
aid of the crises in both Nepal and
Yemen. 

Held at Firth Park’s Clocktower building,
the event enticed young and old with
bouncy castles, henna, face painting,
pampering and many stalls from local
businesses to bric-a-brac.  There was also
some tasty food kindly provided by the

Whiteways Parents Group which was also
sold to raise further money for the cause. 

Lord Mayor Talib Hussain also attended
the event and expressed his joy at how
the community came together in aid of
the victims of the Nepal earthquake and
the ongoing Yemeni civil war- both of
which impact many in our local
community. 

Overall, the event managed to raise
£620.56 thanks to the hard work of the
organisers - the Whiteways Parents’
Group - and also thanks to the generosity
of the local community. 

The Parents’ Group would like to thank
the public and Councillor Talib Hussain
for their support. 

Summer at the cemetery
Story: Saleema Imam

Well dressing time came round again in July this year
with ‘bee-keeping’ as its main theme. 

For those who don’t know, a well dressing is a large collage of
flowers to decorate a well or spring. It is a special local tradition
that is very ancient. Community volunteers put together the
design between Wednesday and Saturday and the Lord Mayor -
our local councillor Talib Hussain - launched the completed floral
mosaic on Sunday 8th July. 

On Sunday 23rd August Ken Wild led a walk looking at some of
the interesting World War One graves in the cemetery; while it
was only expected to take an hour, walkers were so engrossed
that it took over twice that time. Inside the old mortuary chapel
an exhibition of beautiful, nostalgic, World War One postcards
was also on display.
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Al fresco pizza
Story & photo: Green City Action

Green City Action (GCA) has had a busy summer this
year. At the beginning of the summer, we held an
Open Day, where we were able to introduce lots of
new people to the allotment, as well as use our hand-
made pizza oven for the first time.  

The day was a great success, with over fifty people attending and
many more pizzas made and consumed!  It was great to see
people picking herbs from the allotment to add to the pizzas -  the
rosemary garlic bread was a strong favourite.  

We have also had a number of new people joining in at the
allotment (Thursday 10am-1pm) and in the women’s group
(Wednesday 9.30am-12pm).  It’s a lovely diverse mix of people,
and we’ve been learning Swahili and Chinese names for plants
and animals. Everyone’s worked really hard to grow fantastic
produce, including loads of soft fruit - strawberries, raspberries,
blackcurrants, redcurrants and jostaberries.  As well as giving
fruit away to volunteers and the Firvale foodbank, we froze a
good number of kilos to use in the jam-making workshop on 17th
September.  

Esther, one of our new volunteers said “I like meeting people
from across the world, learning about how to grow and care for
plants, being high above the city and getting to enjoy the delicious
produce!”

GCA staff, Saskia and Hazel, have also run food growing
workshops at Firvale Food bank, enabling people to take home
their own plants which will produce food.  Strawberry, herb and
potato planting workshops were much appreciated.  

The toolbank was open all through the Summer too - with local
people able to borrow DIY tools at reasonable rates; there’s
currently a 2-for-1 offer (call for details).  The toolbank is open
Thursdays 12-2pm and Saturdays 10am-12pm in Abbeyfield Park
House.  

We always welcome new people to the project and are looking for
more to be involved- whether on the allotments, as a volunteer at
Toolbank or helping grow food at Firvale Foodbank.  

Please get in touch on 0114 244 0353,
volunteering@greencityaction.org.uk; or join our
Facebook group - School for Veg - Green City Action or
follow us on Twitter @greencityaction

Sixth Green Flag for award-winning Devon Gardens
Story & photo: Gaynor Carr

The Friends of Devon Gardens are
delighted to announce that the
park has been awarded a Green
Flag again this year - the sixth
year in a row we have received
either the prestigious Green
Pennant or Green Flag, part of the
scheme which recognises great
green spaces and the work of the
local community to maintain and
develop them. 

Devon Gardens is a lovely heritage
Victorian pocket park which sits between
Abbeyfield Road, Devon Road, Stair Road
and Osgathorpe Crescent. Some of our
plans for this year involve planting more
woodland bulbs under the trees,
including snowdrops and English
bluebells.

If you are interested in the work we
do and would like to find out about
joining the group, please contact
John Chapman on 07860 101 907.
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Story: Caroline Norman

Women in the ESOL classes at Byron Wood
Community Primary School have been learning
computer skills with the help of ICT tutor Paul Adams.

Despite most of the learners having little or no experience of
using a computer, they progressed from basic word processing to
desk top publishing in just over one year.

The joint teaching approach, combining ESOL and ICT, 

enabled the women to improve their English language skills at the
same time as learning to use a computer.

In the final term they worked on writing recipes and produced a
short book of food from around the world. They exceeded their
own expectations and hope to contribute to a bigger Byron Wood
Recipe Book in the future.

Anyone interested in Community Learning classes,
including ESOL and ICT, can contact Lifelong Learning,
Skills and Communities on 0114 266 7503

Byron Wood ESOL learners share recipes

Spital Hill update
Story:Anwar Suliman & Amy Palmer | Photo (right):Anwar Suliman

As of this Summer, the Spital Hill improvement scheme
has been complete and the shop fronts renovated.

In March the Messenger reported on some shopkeepers’ concerns
around what work had been agreed, with some shops being told
there was no money for their premises to be painted, while Aden
Corner had been painted without permission. The council
responded that they had apologised for the mispainting of the
shop and said the work would be ‘made good’ by Summer 2015.
The Messenger caught up with the shopkeepers and shoppers to
get their opinions of the finished project. 

Some shopkeepers are still unhappy with the work. DurDur
reported having windows broken when the scaffolding was up,
which have now been boarded over rather than having the glass
replaced. Ileys food store complained of being left out of pocket
due to a broken shutter. Natural Spices are unhappy with the
angle of the Jamaican flag on their sign and the images of
coconut trees; and Sky Travel feels the job has been ‘half done’.

The council have responded that:

“It’s great to see so many positive comments about the scheme,
and it is also good to see individual businesses continuing the
regeneration by carrying out further works on their own
properties. 

“This was a large scheme of some 84 properties, but overall there
were few complaints and we are satisfied that we have
responded and resolved all the complaints that were received. 

“I am afraid we are unable to provide information regarding
individual cases, however we have checked our records of all
complaints received and I am satisfied that all were dealt with
appropriately within the terms of the scheme.

“We will shortly be sending out a customer satisfaction survey
to all businesses included in the scheme to get feedback on their
thoughts about the scheme- and also to see if they think that
footfall has increased since the scheme was completed.”

Other shopkeepers and shoppers from Jerusalem cafe, and J.B
Hats & Things were more positive, praising the council for
brightening up the area - especially with the new look Ellesmere
Green.

What do you think of the shop front make over? 
Write to us or email mail@burngreavemessenger.org to
have your say.

Before... ...After

Surbiyaan
• 3 tablespoons of oil

• 1 onion, diced

• 2 garlic cloves 

• Fresh coriander

• 1 teaspoon of spice mix: ground cardamom, cinnamon, cumin

• 2 medium sized tomatoes

• 1 chicken breast, chopped

• 400g rice

• 1 drop food colouring

Method

1. Fry onion with chicken and ground cardamom, cinnamon,
cumin, 2 tomatoes, 2 garlic cloves, fresh coriander.

2. Boil the rice for 5 minutes, then put altogether and cook 
for 10 minutes.
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Pitsmoor to Calais

in solidarity
Story: Fran Belbin

Like millions of others I was really
touched by the harrowing images
of the refugee crisis in Europe
which have prompted such a
fantastic outpouring of support for
refugees and a wave of aid
initiatives.  

Stuart, of South Yorkshire Migration and
Asylum Action Group, and myself, a
Burngreave Messenger volunteer, are
planning to volunteer for a few days in
“the Jungle” in Calais, where four
thousand refugees are currently forced to
live.

We plan to fill a campervan with essential
aid items and take them to a refugee
distribution centre in Calais from 21st
October. We are appealing for donations.
We cannot  waste space by taking stuff
that can’t be used - at Calais there are few
women and children, so most needed are
things like men’s outdoor clothing and
footwear in good condition, tents,
tarpaulins, pots and pans.  People who
want to donate should check the
calaid.co.uk website first.

Refugees need our practical solidarity to
meet their immediate needs alongside a
wider political campaign that addresses
the roots of this crisis.

We are being sponsored by Unite
Community South Yorkshire, but raising
more money towards the trip and
essential equipment via
www.gofundme.com/pitsmoor-calais.

The Northern Refugee Centre are also
appealing for funds to support refugees
coming to the UK, donations can be made
at www.nrcentre.org.uk.

Donations of equipment can be made to
the Theatre Delicatessen on the Moor.
They are also being collected at the
Messenger office in Abbeyfield Park
House, but please phone ahead on 242
0564 to check that there is someone
available to receive your donation. 

Nomad launches

new service
Story & photo: Michelle Cook

Nomad is well known in our area
for providing tenancy support
work for local people.

On September 23rd, clients, staff,
volunteers and local landlords gathered at
St Mary’s for the launch of the Smart
Steps programme. This helps single
people aged 18-35 who are not eligible for
help from the council to move into shared
private accommodation. Working closely
with landlords, clients receive support to
sustain their tenancies. South Yorkshire
Housing  Association also provides two
bedroom houses.

Originally set up as part of a national
pilot, Sharing Solutions, by the homeless

charity Crisis with funding from the
DCLG, the scheme now has further
funding from the Big Lottery to carry on
work for the next four years. They are
hoping to help a further 300 people in
Sheffield. 

There are currently five properties in the
north of the city, offering intensive
support in “training flats” from  key
workers who will visit three or four times
a week and who will be in phone contact
at all times. The clients must undertake a
course in pre tenancy readiness, covering
budgeting, maintaining property and
avoiding potential conflict

Fran Ockwell, the project manager said, 

“leaving home for the first time can be
scary and this can be made worse by
having to deal with other issues likes
addiction or debt.  This is too much
pressure for some and their  tenancies fail
without help and support.”

After six months clients move on to
tenancies in the private rented sector.
With the help of Crisis Skylight clients
undertake  further study and have
ongoing support. Key to this is the good
relationship formed with local landlords
who are very keen to work within the
scheme.

Joseph Hughes, a client from Burngreave
said:

“The scheme is excellent. I have been
supported through some very hard times.
It really takes the pressure off. My
relationship with my mum has improved
and I am in work, so the future looks
better.”

Working in the north of the city, the

scheme aims to encourage sharing
amongst young people who have no
cultural experience of it . Sharing  can be
hard for some, but recent changes to
housing benefit for the under 35s means
there is no choice  but to share, so the
aim is to make this  good and successful
for those young people who are in need of
extra support.   

The service accepts referrals from any
source including local Housing Offices,
Homeless section, Health visitors, Social
Services and other professional bodies
and self referrals.

The service we offer is not intended to
replace care packages provided by Health
and Social Services but to complement
and work alongside them.

For more information contact:  

Nomad Opening Doors, 
12 - 14 Burngreave Road, 
Sheffield S3 9DD.

Telephone 0114 241 2080. 
Fax: 0114 278 7468

Email:
enquiries@nomadsheffield.co.uk
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YCA funding success
Story:Amy Palmer

After hard work and careful planning Yemeni
Community Association (YCA) staff secured £500,000
Big Lottery funding to build a healthy living centre for
Fir Vale. 

The Fir Vale Centre on Earl Marshal Road currently runs a
nursery, advice sessions, and adult learning classes. It is open to
all people in the community but the new gym will be primarily
tailored to the needs of women, for example, having individual
cubicles for changing. This means that most of the time the gym
will be for women only but it will also have specific groups
running for men. 

On one floor a gym area will provide a gym studio, exercise
machines and a steam room while the other will have a kitchen
and healthy living café to provide social space. The grant is also
providing money for a lift to link the two areas.

The Yemeni Community Association does not yet have funds for
staffing the centre but hopes to make enough money through cafe
sales and gym membership to employ local people, including
apprentices.

The cafe is due to open on 2nd November and the gym looks to be
ready to open in January ready for those New Year’s resolutions.
The extended family services workers from local schools spoke of
how pleased they are to have a facility that caters for the needs of
local women.

SADACCA’s

afternoon tea with

a difference
Story & photos: Graham Jones 

On 31st July over seventy people
came to  the SADACCA Womens’
Group “Afternoon tea with a
difference.” 

There was plenty of food and amazing
cakes, live music, children’s activities,
crafts, raffle and stalls. It was a lively and
friendly afternoon.

Carmen Franklin and Myrtle Walker said
that the Women’s Group  has been going
for over thirty years and has as many
members.  

The event raised money for funding
SADACCA. But the Women’s Group has
been involved with various activities over
the years with a focus on helping local
communities and others, much further
afield. But as Carmen Franklin said, 

“Funds have not been easy to obtain and
we have to do things to help ourselves.
We try to live well and help others to do
so.”

The Women’s Group have worked on a
number of health issues, assisting
University of Sheffield and the Royal
Hallamshire Hospital with medical
research, running health days and
organising health walks.

In addition the group has a singing
section and does creative writing
activities, including poetry, plays and
stories. As a result Myrtle Walker has had
a book of her poems and stories
published.

They are looking forward to being
involved in the Black History month this
year, probably looking at women and
women’s achievements as well as
trafficking issues.

Meanwhile, back to those cakes...

Congratulations Dr Curtis
Story:Tracey Greene

Ellesmere Children’s
Centre Management
Committee would like
to congratulate their
manager, Sharon Curtis,
who has recently
achieved her PhD at
Leeds Beckett University
studying the role of
black women as
leaders in early years’
education.  

“We are pleased and excited
by her work and particularly
recognise that Black women
within the academic arena,
are still in a small
minority.”

“We are also thrilled that her knowledge and understanding of
the diversity within the local community, has been shared
throughout the team, and keeps the centre operating as an Ofsted
recognised, ‘Outstanding’ setting”.

Ellesmere Children’s Centre are welcoming new families
for the September term. Call us on  0114 281 2143.

Fir Vale Methodists
Story: Pat Vinall, Fir Vale Methodist

Time to spare on Tuesday
evenings?  Perhaps you’d like to
join us at Trinity Fir Vale for fun and
fellowship at Girls’ Brigade, for girls
aged 4+ to teenagers, at 6.00 p.m.
We’re the church with the spire in
the middle of the road at Fir Vale
and we’re a friendly bunch.

Parents and Toddlers meet on Tuesday
morning, but there is a long waiting list,
so get in early.  We also have a lively
Children’s Group on a Sunday Morning at
10.45 a.m. All are welcome!   For more
information contact us on 0114 246 1368.

Room Hire
Trinity Fir Vale

Methodist Church 

Rooms available for hire:  large
upstairs hall, smaller meeting/activity
room, Circulation area with hatch to

kitchen, small office.  

The Church Worship area is also
available for hire Sunday afternoons

and most Sunday evenings.  

Contact number: 0114 246 1368.
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Health, wellbeing and poetry

at the Hindu Samaj
Story: Debjani Chatterjee

Hindu Samaj members plus friends recently enjoyed a
celebratory and educational day trip to picturesque
Derbyshire and its historic mills. On Saturday 20th
June, 29 of us boarded a coach at the Hindu Samaj
Centre at 21 Buckenham Street, Sheffield S4 7JQ; it
took us to the Derwent Valley’s famous World Heritage
site.  

We had run a very successful heritage project over three years.
Phase 1: ‘British Raj in the Peak District’, was led by the multi-
talented Dr Chamu Kuppuswamy, Hindu Samaj member, law
lecturer, classical Indian dancer and first South Asian ranger with
the National Trust. When she left Sheffield, a University of
Sheffield colleague from the History Department, Dr Esme Cleall,
led Phase 2: ‘Global Cotton Connections: East Meets West’, in
partnership with the University of Nottingham and a Nottingham
community group.

For project details, see the blogsites:
www.heritagehindusamaj.wordpress.com and
www.globalcottonconnections.wordpress.com 

Three unique outcomes of the project were: 1) a beautiful 40 page
poetry book ‘British Raj in the Peak District: Threads of
Connection’; 2) a large poster about our cotton connection; and 3)
three interesting leaflets about trails in the Peak District. 

The Derbyshire trip was a great opportunity to launch the booklet
and the poster at Cromford Mill, and also to look around
Cromford and Belper mills. Many of the 16 contributors to the
book joined its editor Dr Debjani Chatterjee in reading their
poems at the launch.

Free classes in yoga and meditation are offered on Tuesdays from
6.30pm to 8pm at the Hindu Samaj Centre, 21 Buckenham Street,
Sheffield S4 7JQ. These are very popular and open to all, whether
beginners or experienced. The instructor Chandeep Singh takes a
holistic view of yoga for health and wellbeing.

A Golden 50 years
Story: Clare & Alan Burnell

We were some of the lucky ones invited to celebrate
John and Margaret Mellor’s golden wedding
anniversary. John had arranged (supposedly secretly)
a musical celebration as a surprise for Margaret.

We were treated to a very
entertaining two hours of
beautiful and very varied
music performed by the
Grenoside Singers, with guest
soloists Elizabeth Birkby
(soprano) and Dianne Butt
(cello). We also had a lovely
rendition of ‘Danny Boy’ by their ten year old granddaughter - and
all of this happening just down the road at St Peter’s church!

Throughout the evening John held the performances together
with excellent piano and organ accompaniment. We’re ashamed
to admit that, in spite of knowing John for over 15 years, we didn’t
even know he could play the piano!

We had such a lovely time that we were inspired to search out
some more classical music. Thanks again for the invitation John
and Margaret and may you have many more of the same.

Carwood cleans up
Story: Michelle Cook

Local people spent a sunny morning litter picking on
the Carwood Estate on Saturday 15th August. 

I would like to thank the St Peter’s Scouts and Cubs, local
Councillor Ibrar Hussain and staff from Amey  for all their help. I
am planning a series of litter picks and possibly a gardening
session on the estate including bulb planting by the Scouts.

People want to get involved in their community so I am hoping to
restart some of the activities I have organised and people have
enjoyed in the past. Everyone is welcome to be involved, both
those living on Carwood and beyond. 

Anyone wishing to help should contact 07446 273 778
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Contact: 0114 203 7562
www.sheffield.gov.uk/northeast

Burngreave Ward Public Meeting

Thursday 22nd October 2015 5.30pm to 8.00pm

Burngreave Vestry Hall, 2 Burngreave Road, Sheffield, S3 9DD

5.30pm - Workshop - Increasing school places for children in Burngreave -
What are your views?

Dave Metcalfe from Sheffield City Council & Learning Services will share options and
listen to your views.

6.00pm - Public meeting
Including: Questions for councillors Michael Carl from Amey, Streets Ahead Project,

Policing issues

REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE

Please contact Locality Officer Naomi Hinch on 0114 2037562 or
Naomi.Hinch@sheffield.gov.uk  to find out more.

New Slide at Pitsmoor
Adventure Playground 
The Burngreave councillors have a small amount of
money to allocate to local projects in the ward.
Councillors used some of this in 2015 to help fund
the Harry Brearley slide at Pitsmoor Adventure
Playground. 

5th August was National Play Day and children at
Pitsmoor Adventure Playground celebrated with a
family fun day of face-painting, dressing up, sports
and games. Lord Mayor and Burngreave councillor
Talib Hussain came to visit and officially open the
slide and Burngreave Councillor Ibrar Hussain was
keen to join in the fun and try out the new slide as
you will see from the photo. 

Councillor Surgeries
Local councillors, Jackie Drayton, Talib
Hussain and Ibrar Hussain (left to right)
share surgeries on a rota basis.

10th October: 11am-12.15pm,
Burngreave Library, Jackie Drayton

15th October: 2pm-3pm, 
Pakistan Advice Centre, Ibrar Hussain
and Talib Hussain

14th November: 11am-12.15pm, 
Burngreave Library, Jacki Drayton

19th November: 2pm-3pm, 
Pakistan Advice Centre, Ibrar Hussain
and Talib Hussain

12th December: 11am-12.15pm, 
Burngreave Library, Jacki Drayton

17th December: 2pm-3pm, 
Pakistan Advice Centre, Ibrar Hussain 
and Talib Hussain

Contact details

Cllr Jackie Drayton

jackie.drayton@sheffield.gov.uk

Tel: 0114 243 5388

Cllr Ibrar Hussain

ibrar.hussain@sheffield.gov.uk

Tel: 07866 571 750 

Mobile: 0786 6 571 750

Cllr Talib Hussain

talib.hussain@sheffield.gov.uk

Tel: 0114 273 5588

Catherine Street
Open Space
Representatives from local organisations,
including Burngreave TARA, have been
working together with Local Councillors
and Sheffield City Council to plan how to
improve the site. Catherine Street Open
Space currently suffers from antisocial
behaviour and fly-tipping. The works
planned aim to transform it into a green
space that the local community can enjoy.

Burngreave TARA carried out local
consultation to ask for feedback about the
site which showed that the local
community supports the redevelopment
of the site. 

The first phase of improvements has
started is progressing well and most of
the vegetation clearance has now been
carried out. The old steps have been
removed and the contractors are now
working on re-grading the site. There
were some delays to this due to wet
ground following recent heavy rains, but
conditions are now suitable to continue
this work. 

Once the re-grading works have been
completed the soil will be prepared and
seeding carried out. The fencing will
remain up around the site whilst this
work is carried out

Once phase one is complete, further
consultation will be carried out locally to
determine priorities for the remainder of
the funding allocated, with a view to
delivering a further phase of
improvements in early 2016.

All improvements are being funded by
S106 (Planning gain) monies from nearby
housing developments.

If you would like any further
information about these proposed
improvements please contact: Kate
Clark 0114 2053976 or email
kate.clark@sheffield.gov.uk 



Kevin Hartney 
Story: Lynda Kenyon, Kate Dawson,
Lyn Brandon
Photo: Ciara Leeming

Kevin Hartney, who has recently
died after a brief, but intense,
battle with cancer was well known
in Burngreave as a determined
community activist who was
passionately committed to
protecting and promoting the
rights of the poor and
disadvantaged.

Kevin was a working class lad from
Birmingham who moved to Sheffield in
the 1970s.  He loved music, politics and
beer and was fiercely articulate.  His keen
intellect, strong will and clear vision in
political situations made him a great ally
to the causes he embraced, and he was
never afraid to call out the powerful or
those in authority if he saw them acting
against the best interests of the
community.

Over the years he chaired and facilitated
many local action groups with aims to
better the lives

of local people.  His politics saw him
drawn into the defence of social housing
through Woodside Tenants and Residents
Association. He was a member of a
number of New Deal groups such as the
Education Group and Community
Learning Campaign, and went on to chair
Burngreave Community Action Forum,
making sure that the community’s voice
was heard.  

These struggles often brought him into
confrontation with development

professionals managing the New Deal for
Communities programme at the time.  He
chaired Pitsmoor Surgery’s Patient
Participation Group right up to his final
illness.

Outside community politics, Kevin had a
background in chemistry and strong
interest in technology, which he saw as an
important tool to facilitate solidarity
amongst similar communities.  

He was also an enthusiastic supporter of
sports including cycling and football, and
for many years was the manager of local
team Bradfield FC.  He had a passion for
the local live music scene and was a
founding member and drummer for The
Flax!  He never forgot his roots and was
deeply committed to his Irish heritage.

Kevin’s death is more than a personal loss
to his many friends; he was a part of
Burngreave history leaving behind strong
and loving memories.

A memorial is planned for Kevin at a
date to be arranged, expressions of
interest in attending or contributing
should be sent to
kevinhartneymemorial@burngreave.net.
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Bicycles and

beacons at

Parkwood Springs
Story & photo: Neill Schofield

Parkwood Springs kicked off their
Summer with the ‘Nutcracker’ bike
ride and will be finishing it in style
with their very own lantern festival.

A wet Sunday morning in June saw
nearly 300 mountain-bike riders and
their friends and families converging on
Parkwood Springs for the Nutcracker
Altura races. Riders came from all over
the North and Midlands, and some from
even further afield.

This is the third year that one of the
rounds of this premier racing series has
been held on Parkwood Springs. Other
rounds are held in places like Keswick in
the Lake District and Dalby Forest in
North Yorkshire. Parkwood Springs is the
only venue in a city, and is a sign of how
well-rated the Parkwood Springs track is
by the MTB community.

There were classes from juvenile (12-14)
to ‘Grand Veterans’ of 50+, with expert
and elite classes for the most serious
riders. The winners in these races got

points towards their ranking in the
national championships.

The track was based on the regular
mountain-biking track at Parkwood
Springs, lengthened to 4.8km by extra
sections for the day. The riders did 4-6
laps, depending on the category.

Although the track was slippery because
of the damp weather, the day was held
once more to be a great success by the
organisers.

Turning from Summer to Autumn
Parkwood Springs will be hosting the
Beacons Lantern Procession at dusk on
Saturday 17th October 

Groups from Pitsmoor Adventure
Playground, Watercliffe Meadow School
and a number of other groups are now
working to make exciting lanterns. They

will process round Parkwood Springs led
by an amazing Samba Band. 

Neill Schofield, Chair of the Friends of
Parkwood Springs, said, ‘Some people
locally have been involved in the colourful
Sharrow Lanterns Festival. We and the
Friends of Burngreave Cemetery Chapel
want to have a festival, reflecting our own
community but with the same fun and
excitement as Sharrow.’

The day will start with a workshop on
Parkwood Springs at 3pm, when anyone
can make their own lantern with the help
of local artist Patrick Amber. Materials
will be available, but you will be asked to
make a small contribution for the electric
candle.

At 5.30pm everyone will gather to process
following  the Samba Band to the
viewpoint overlooking the city. It will
finish by 7pm. Please wear warm clothes,
and bring a torch. If you have a whistle,
drum or musical instrument bring that as
well!

All the activities will start at the car park
on Cooks Wood Road/Shirecliffe Road. If
any group or school would like to make
lanterns and join in the procession, or for
more information, please get in touch
with Neill Schofield on 0114 272 4499.
We will give them as much help as we
can. The more the merrier!

Kevin Hartney
26 October 1957 - 29 August 2015



Art with

Krishna
Story & photos: Helen Brown

‘Art with Krishna’ is a
community art group
every Friday 
10am-12.30pm at the Ashram multi-faith centre on
Spital Hill

The participants enjoy various art projects - from painting to the
current mosaic work they are doing. The group was originally
funded by Burngreave New Deal to help people with mental
illnesses and their carers. However, when this funding ended
Krishna Alageswaran took over the running of the group on a
voluntary basis.

Krishna explains that his group is beneficial to the community for
numerous reasons; mainly because the creative side to recovery is
not prioritised in the NHS. This is where Krishna’s group
provides creative and therapeutic activities to improve or
maintain wellbeing.

All the ladies have their own reasons for being there, and all agree
that the social interaction is one of the major benefits of
attending the group. For instance Linda Hill, who has been
coming to the art group for over a year, says that they are all good
friends, and that they all support and help each other when
needed. Her friend Caroline Garret agrees with this, and adds
that it is “a nice little group, which is also relaxing and
interesting.” Similarly, Surtag Hack says (whilst working on her
second mosaic piece) ‘I get real love here, in this group’. 

The mosaic workshop that
they are currently taking part
in is part of the Learn Well
Live Well pilot project
delivered through the WEA
(Workers Education
Association) and funded by
the Skills Funding Agency. 

If anyone is interested in
future workshops contact
Nicola at SOAR on 07960
084 251, or nicola.thorpe@soarcommunity.org.uk.

The class costs one pound to attend, as a contribution to the
materials, and drinks are provided. 

For more information pop into the Ashram on
Burngreave Road, or email Krishna on
artwithkrishna@gmail.com.
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Arches celebrate

40 years 
Story: Michael Hill | Photos:Arches

Arches Housing held a street party
on Sunday, 14th June to celebrate
their 40th anniversary. 

Almost 200 of Arches’ residents, partners
and members of the local community
turned out, in spite of the weather. The
Escalfeld Brass Band, Pantasy Steel Drum
Band & DJ Sonam provided the
soundtrack to the day. 

Everyone enjoyed Zumba, giant Jenga,
bouncy slide, face painters, magician, a
balloon race and soaking employees with
wet sponges in the ‘Splash the Staff’
stocks. 

The street party was also the launch of
the Arches’ new logo and strapline,
‘People Communities Homes’, which
emphasise the three most important
things to us as a business. 

Michael Hill, Resident Involvement
Officer and organiser of the event said, 

“We didn’t want to have an event for our
40th birthday in a stuffy hotel or
conference centre! What makes us great is

our tenants and community. We’re lucky
enough to say that our residents are also
our neighbours and we wanted them to
help us celebrate! It was a great day and
we hope everyone that came to see us had
as good a time as we did!”
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Singing and sea

air with SAGE
Story & photo: Julie Bates

Cleethorpes trip

A change is as good as a rest and our
summer trip was no exception!

On Tuesday 7th July a coach full of SAGE
Greenfingers’ staff, members and
volunteers swapped gardening and
cooking, for sand, sea, fish and chips at
Cleethorpes.

Some people went paddling in the sea (or
even had a swim!), had a gentle walk
round town, took the train along the
prom to the Discovery Centre, or picked
wild cherries for later!  Everyone enjoyed
the day out by the sea and we are already
looking forward to next year.

Singing in the sun

Throughout May and July SAGE
Greenfingers held regular singing
sessions for women at Abbeyfield Park
House, which came alive with music.  

The sessions were relaxed and warm,
with no auditions to go through! We sang
tribute songs, poems set to music, and
popular songs suggested by the group.
We’ve even tried our hand at percussion.

Our tutor begins with a gentle warm-up
and deep breathing, to relax the body and
prepare the voice. We learn our parts so
you don’t have to be able to read music.
By the end of the sessions we are singing
in three part harmony and sounding
great! 

To celebrate our first term we sang at
Abbeydale Industrial Hamlet, and
enjoyed a picnic lunch and a tour of the
site. 

One woman who came regularly said: 

“I come because I want to feel happy and
more confident, and I always leave
feeling better than when I arrive. I’ve
told my friends I’ve joined a singing
group and they can’t believe it! It’s good
to do something outside of the grind of
daily life. I love it!”

Following on from this success, SAGE are
happy to announce that the weekly
sessions started back at Abbeyfield Park
House on 7th September and will be
running until 7th December, with a break
for half term. Please do get in touch if this
sounds like something you would like to
join in with.

For more information please
contact Miriam on 0114 274 3651, 
email miriam@sagesheffield.org.uk 
or visit our website at
www.sagesheffield.org.uk

Stop the rot
Story: Julie Cassidy, Oral Health Advisor

Burngreave is one of the worst
areas in Sheffield for tooth decay
in the under 5s. The Messenger
spoke to Child Oral Health Advisor
Julie Cassidy about her work in
our area trying to help tackle this
problem.

Julie explained that small children need
help to brush their teeth properly and
need to use fluoride toothpaste twice a
day. To ensure that under 5s in the
Burngreave area get at least one
supervised brushing session, Julie has
been visiting local nurseries setting up
‘brushing clubs’. These involve teaching
nursery staff about child oral hygiene so
they can help the children brush their
teeth after lunch as a group activity. 

She also provides children with tooth
brushing packs containing toothbrushes
and toothpaste. So far she has visited
Watoto nursery and Ellesmere Children’s
Centre.

As having strong teeth is beneficial to
children’s overall health Julie can be
found elsewhere in our community. She
speaks to parents one-to-one at the baby
clinic drop in at Burngreave Children’s
Centre where she explains that dummies
should not be dipped in anything and that
children over one should use a baby cup
rather than a bottle. 

She also loans dental health resources to
Pye Bank and Firs Hill primary schools
for ‘My body’ and teeth related projects so
they can keep up the good work started in
the nurseries.

Julie advises parents to:

“Brush children’s teeth as soon as they
erupt last thing at night and another
time during the day using a small headed
soft bristled toothbrush and only a pea-
sized amount of family fluoride
toothpaste. Put the toothpaste onto a dry
toothbrush, brush teeth for at least two
minutes and do not rinse. Give your child
healthy food and drink in between
meals.”

If you need to find a local NHS
dentist you can visit the NHS
Choices website and search by
postcode. In a dental emergency
call NHS 111 for advice.

Macmillan

coffee morning 
Story & photo: John Mellor

For the third year running, a coffee
morning for Macmillan Cancer
Support was held at St Peter’s
Ellesmere on Friday 25th September. 

The event at St Peter’s was organised by
Jackie Willoughby (pictured).  She said:

“People have been very generous in doing
lots of baking for this event and supporting
it financially. Macmillan Cancer Support
provides a vital personal service to
cancer patients all over the country and
does not receive public funding. 

“Today’s event will have raised around
£300 and, over the last three years an
amount of nearly £1,000 has been sent to
the charity from this annual event at St
Peter’s. I would like to thank all those
who have helped to raise this magnificent
total”. 
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