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New year, new funds for Burngreave
Pitsmoor Adventure
Playground

The fun doesn’t stop at Pitsmoor
Adventure Playground, but funding can
be harder to come by.  So children,
volunteers and staff are thrilled that BBC
Children in Need have awarded a major
grant to the playground.

The £111,000 grant will fund three
playworkers and sessional staff over the
next three years, and pay for the
refurbishment of the kitchen.

A further donation of £1000 from local
resident Mandy Boyce has also been
greatly appreciated.  Mandy donated in
memory of her father, Brian Giblin, who
was involved in building some of the
original playground equipment.  She said:

“I thought about having a plaque on a
bench to remember Dad, but donating the
money to the playground seemed a more
lasting tribute to his memory.”

Mandy’s gift has already funded the
installation of a tractor swing that was
donated by local firm, Timberplay.

In more good news, trustees Yanina
Koszalinski and Alan Hancock, and
volunteers Diane Johnson, Glenda and
Peter Giblin, each received a Lord
Mayor’s Civic Award for their work
supporting play in Burngreave.

Meanwhile the children have had plenty
to keep them busy!  Regular clean-ups of
the area around the playground have
helped to keep Burngreave tidy.  At
Halloween, they made shadow puppets
with artists Patrick Amber and Zoe
Wright and put on a spooky show.  They
held a big celebration for St Nicholas’ Day
on 6th December, and finished off the
year with a Christmas party. 

The Burngreave Messenger

The Burngreave Messenger’s future has
been secured for three years thanks to a
grant from the Big Lottery Fund:
Reaching Communities.

The £330,000 grant means there will be
six issues of the Messenger in 2016, rising
to eight issues in 2017 and 2018.  

Chair of Trustees Fran Belbin said:

“We’re delighted to have been awarded
this grant. People in Burngreave tell us
that the Messenger is important for
sharing what’s happening, championing
local successes and supporting residents
to address the issues that affect their
lives.”

Steve Barnard has
been appointed to the
role of Project
Manager/Editor.
Steve has a strong
background in
community
development roles,
most recently as
Enterprise Project
Manager at the High Green Development
Trust.  Steve told us: 

“This is an exciting new start for the
Messenger. I am looking forward to
developing the work, supporting the
volunteers and ensuring that it continues
to serve the Burngreave community into
the future.” 

A Volunteer Development Worker will be
appointed to improve the experience and
training of volunteers and support them
to develop skills that they can use in other
aspects of their lives - to gain
employment, to set up a local group or
campaign, or simply to become more
active in their community.  Recruitment
is also under way for a Project
Administrator.

The Messenger would like to thank
everyone who has helped the project since
our previous funding came to an end in
2014: the Kathleen Hannay Memorial
Trust, Burngreave councillors and
advertisers for financial support; and our
Project Co-ordinator Amy Palmer,
volunteers and partner organisations,
who have worked so hard to keep the
Messenger going.

Want to get involved with your
community newspaper?  To apply
for a job at the Messenger see
www.burngreavemessenger.org/arc
hives/january-2016-news/two-new-
jobs-burngreave-messenger.
Contact
mail@burngreavemessenger.org or
phone 0114 242 0564 to discuss our
volunteering opportunities. 

The official opening of the tractor swing by Uriah Rennie at the 
Adventure Playground’s Christmas party  
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Misery

on the buses
Story: Graham Jones | Photo: John Mellor

On 1st November following a
meeting between Sheffield
Council and the South Yorkshire
Passenger Transport Authority
“improvements” were inflicted
upon Sheffield’s bus services. 

There were radical changes to routes and
timetables, in order for travellers to
“enjoy a much more integrated service
that delivers greater flexibility,
connectivity and value”, according to
Sheffield Bus Partnership. However,
these sweeping changes have been
perceived by the public as ‘bus cuts’ with
an estimated loss of 10% buses from our
city’s roads, including many double-
deckers.

Passengers in Burngreave have remarked
on longer waits, more crowded buses and
fewer double-deckers. Some routes have
been redrawn or even totally withdrawn,
such as the M20 route.

Since 1st November the 83/83a routes via
the Firshill estate, which have a high
proportion of elderly and disabled
residents, have been diverted via Rock
Street, depriving travellers of a direct

route to Spital Hill services including
shops, doctors surgeries, dentists and
pharmacies. We have also lost the
frequent service to the main interchange
which was provided by the 47/48 routes.

A public petition was signed by over
12,000 people, forcing the council to hold
a special debate on 2nd December 2015.
Subsequently, Travel South Yorkshire
issued some information about minor
improvements to some routes including
our area’s 20, 75, 76, 97 and 98.  The
situation will be reviewed by the Council
on 29th February.

This state of affairs is not the fault of
drivers and other front line bus staff.  The
changes have been a nightmare for them
too, not least because of the unthinking
rudeness and impatience from some
frustrated passengers.  Please don’t blame
them for policies which may have been
made far from Sheffield.  

Better buses for north Sheffield?
Story:Amy Palmer

Sheffield City Council wants to reduce the delays on bus routes in
Burngreave. The junction at Rutland Road/Pitsmoor Road and Spital Hill
have been identified for traffic improvements to reduce congestion. The
Council has decided on the final scheme after a public consultation.

Rutland Road/Pitsmoor Road junction

The widening of Rutland Road extends the right turn lane onto Cooks Wood Road from
Pitsmoor Road, and adds new markings and an island for pedestrians crossing at the
junction. The Messenger has been informed that the work is likely to happen during
summer 2016.

Spital Hill bus stops

Buses stopping opposite Sorby House often have to pull up in the road due to on-street
parking. The bus stop heading out of town will be moved opposite Hallcarr Street, with
the loss of two parking spaces to create an area to pull in.

The Messenger put forward a concern about the additional walk from the shops for
disabled people but the council decided to keep to the plan and preserve parking spaces.

Spital Hill/Savile Street junction

The stretch of bus lane between Tesco and the junction will be removed and the offside
lane will become right turn only for all traffic except buses. The changes on Spital Hill will
start as early as January 2016.

To view the plans visit www.sheffield.gov.uk/roads/works/schemes/north-sheffield 

Next issue deadline: 15th March

Issue published: 2nd April

Burngreave Messenger Ltd, 
Abbeyfield Park House,
Abbeyfield Road, Sheffield S4 7AT.

Tel: (0114) 242 0564

mail@burngreavemessenger.org
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@TheBMessenger

The Burngreave Messenger is a
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and grant-making bodies.

Registered Charity: 1130836 
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This issue’s team:
Steve Barnard, Fran Belbin, Helen Brown,
Michelle Cook, Jo Gallacher, Saleema
Imam, Douglas Johnson, Graham Jones,
Jamie Marriott, John Mellor, Amy Palmer,
Abbie-Joelle Skliarsky and Gaby Spinks.

Messenger info

On 28th November the Burngreave
Messenger held our annual general
meeting. Now with our lottery support we
were able to treat the formality as a
celebration.

All our trustees have agreed to continue
so our management committee is:

• Fran Belbin, chairperson
• Richard Belbin, treasurer
• Douglas Johnson, secretary
• Graham Jones
• Anwar Suliman
• Abtisam Mohammed
• Michelle Cook
• Tim Neal

The meeting was rounded off with a
delicious lunch.

Many thanks to all those who attended.
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Beacons lit up
Story: Neill Schofield & Saleema Imam
Photos: Sea Scouts & Graham Jones

More than 200 people came
to Parkwood Springs and
made the first ever ‘Beacons
Lantern Procession’ on
Saturday 17th October a great
success! 

In the afternoon Watercliffe Meadow
School, St Catherine’s Guides and
Brownies, Sheffield Sea Cadets,
Pitsmoor Adventure Playground,
Mount Tabor Cubs and the Friends
of Burngreave Cemetery Chapel
finished their creations, while
families arrived and made their own
with the help of local artist Patrick
Amber. 

Friends of Parkwood Springs organised
the event and were represented by the
Parkwood Deer. 

After talking to various participants and
listening to the opening sounds of the
samba band, the Lord Mayor led the
procession through the woods with his
own lantern. 

At the look-out spot the marchers were
greeted by a giant kestrel made by
children from Pitsmoor Adventure
Playground, which joined the menagerie
of animals and other creations including
giraffes, penguins, a jelly fish, shark,
angler fish, submarine, owls, a fox on a
bike trailer, a 20 foot caterpillar, a frog, a
pirate ship and a pineapple.

“Marvellous!”, “Wonderful evening” and
“We’re going to start making a lantern for
next year. There will be a parade next
year won’t there?” were amongst
comments heard as people set off home.

You can see more photos on the
event page on Facebook, Beacons
Lantern Procession. 

There is also a YouTube clip by
Martin Currie at
https://youtu.be/KgclXdU1oqM

Art in the Ashram
Story:Amy Palmer | Photo:Anwar Suliman

Burngreave Ashram has a new
painting called Christ in
Burngreave: the Lord’s Supper,
portraying the Ashram community
meal. The four-by-five foot work is
a modern version of the Last
Supper, in which Christ shares a
meal with his disciples. 

It was painted by international artist, Ros
Norsworthy who specialises in Christian
church related artwork. She was
commissioned by Reverend Doctor John
Vincent after he saw her 40 foot painting
‘The Resurrection’ at Victoria Hall
Methodist Church. 

The picture took over a year to paint. She
has left it up to the public to decide which
person represents Christ. She says she
finds painting passages from the Bible
moving and rewarding. John Vincent has
had a brass plaque engraved to hang next

to the picture which hangs over the door.
Anyone wishing to see the work can visit
the Ashram on Spital Hill. 

The free Ashram community meal is held
every Wednesday at 6pm at the Ashram
on Spital Hill and is “totally open door”. 
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Mushroom walk
Story & photo: Graham Jones

On 26th October Ziggy
Senkans, the Sheffield City
Council bio-diversity
officer, led a walk to look
at the varieties of fungi in
Burngreave Cemetery.  It
was an inspiring walk on
a beautiful autumn
afternoon.

We saw an amazing range of fungi and Ziggy’s specialist
knowledge was put to the test as he managed to identify them all.
Fungi come in a range of shapes, sizes and colours with
uncounted thousands of species in the UK alone.

They range from the microscopic to the massive Armillaria ostoya
of Oregon which is the largest organism in the world.  It occupies
the equivalent of 1,665 football fields, or nearly four square miles
(10 square kilometres). 

The fungi have such lovely names too: nitrous bonnet, brown
rollrims, honey fungus, snowy waxcap, and ugly milkcap - to
name but a few.

Of course, some are poisonous to humans, and others will cause
you stomach problems; so don’t go out  picking them for a veggie
fry up if you don’t really know what you’re doing!  Some are also
fatal to trees.

I found out that there’s much more to fungi than than the
contents of a tin of mushroom soup.

Claiming back 

Burngreave cemetery

Story: Gaby Spinks

In September last year there was a series of robberies
on members of the public walking through
Burngreave Cemetery. What made these attacks
more shocking was that they were so violent and
unprovoked. 

The first two victims were both men who walk through the
cemetery as a short cut, like many of us.   Jim Bruce, the first
victim, said that he heard a noise behind him as he was gathering
berries, and before he could turn round he was on the floor being
beaten by three youths who then stole his wallet. Jim was really
shaken up and as yet has not returned to the cemetery. He told
me that if he had known that he was going to be robbed he would
have given them his wallet, but he wasn’t given the chance.

In early December the police released a statement saying that two
17 year old youths had been arrested and released on bail
regarding the attacks.  No date has yet been set for them to
appear in court. As a resident of Pitsmoor for 20 years I feel that
we as a community mustn’t let these incidents bring us down.
Yes, Pitsmoor has its problems but more importantly Pitsmoor
has a great vibrant community and we need to nurture it.

Don’t stop using our beautiful green spaces, even if it means
dragging a friend and a dog round too!

Please contact 101 quoting incident number 792 of 22nd
September 2015 or 582 of 26th September 2015 if you
have information that might help.

Friends of Burngreave
Cemetery paraded with
spooky lanterns on
Halloween.

Crafty Christmas
with Victoria
Smith took place
at the end of
November,
making table
decorations
using evergreens
from the
cemetery.

Apple Day antics at the
beginning of October
were preceded by an
exhibition about city
crematoria.

Get in touch with the Friends group if you are
interested in joining our Sunday gardening group.
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Litter picking 

wins prizes!
In November Petra and Jozef, two
interpreters working in Page Hall,
raised £240 in a crowdfunding
campaign to reward children for
litter picking in the area.

Petra and Jozef write:

We have been working as Slovak/Czech
interpreters for a number of years in the
Page Hall/Firth Park area. During this
time we got to know the community and
people within it. We feel that there is so
much that can be done to help the
community through small volunteering
projects.

We would like to help by cleaning the
local area and bringing local people
together through their children. Through
this the children will learn not to throw
litter on the floor. We have already done
this twice very successfully and the
turnout was brilliant. We had around 20

children joining us without even asking
them and they all worked very hard to
help make their streets look better.

We are tired of constant negative
publicity about Page Hall and tension
between the residents. A small project like
this could go a long way to improve and
strengthen the community as the
feedback we have so far from the
community has been very positive.

Each child will get a card where they will
collect stamps each time they will help to
pick litter. We will buy rewards for the
children who turn up to help on three
consecutive Saturdays. This might include
a trip to the cinema or town, colouring-in
books, books, pencils or stickers. We will
also take pictures of children helping and
print the photos for them to keep at
home.

By making litter picking a regular event,
we hope to help bring the community
together and at the same time make the
streets cleaner. We are hoping that by
seeing their own children cleaning the
streets this will send a positive message to
the community and people will stop
throwing litter.

Crabtree Ponds

get a makeover
Story: Steve Barnard | Photo: John Mellor

Longley Park Sixth Form College
students have designed new
wrought iron railings in Crabtree
Ponds Nature Reserve. They
worked on the project with
Sheffield Wildlife Trust who
received £23,000 from Veolia
Environmental Trust to rebuild
fences around the boundary of
the site. They were officially
opened at a celebration event in
December.

The art and design students incorporated
plants and wildlife found on the reserve
into their design. They then worked with
Campbell Design & Engineering Ltd at
their workshop in Doncaster to make
moulds and casts.

Demi-Kay Gurnill, one of the students,
said “I have enjoyed having a chance to
work in a professional environment.”

“Working on a proper real live project has
been great” said Matt Baker. “It has been
a great opportunity to create a piece of
artwork in the community that will be on
show for the public for years to come.” 

Rachel Stevenson, Community Wildlife
Ranger at Sheffield Wildlife Trust said,
“The students have created beautiful
railings which really improve our pond
and enhance the Victorian stone walls
and boundary features on site; and -
thanks to Veolia - we’ve also given these
students some practical, hands-on
experience in design and engineering.”

Winter fayre at

Whiteways 
Story: Usha Blackham

Whiteways Primary School
organised our first winter fayre for
some time on Friday 11th
December. 

Every class in school was responsible for
their own stall and there were some very
enterprising ideas ranging from ‘Frozen’
themed buns to a tin knockdown, selling
raffle tickets, hand-crafted soap bags and
lots more! 

The children really enjoyed coming up
with their own ideas for games and prizes
and everyone had an amazing time. There
were also several community stalls. There
was even a special appearance by Santa
and his elves who took time out of their
busy schedule to visit our grotto, which
had been magically decorated by a small
group of our parents. 

Santa spent time asking what the children
wanted for Christmas, giving gifts and
having his photo taken with the children.
Santa brought two reindeer with him,
Perry and Elvis, who enjoyed meeting the
children.

The event proved extremely popular and
the school raised over £1,300. 
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Safety first at Byron Wood 
Story: Farham and Abbas (Y6) Photos: Smaira Sadique & Mr Saleh

Road safety is a much-spoken about topic at the
moment. Did you know Burngreave is one of the
‘hotspots’ for road accidents in Sheffield? At Byron
Wood School, we have been doing lots of things to
raise awareness of road safety issues.

We found out that a child living in the north-east of Sheffield is
five times more likely to be involved in a pedestrian road traffic
collision than those living in the south-west.  Firth Park and
Burngreave each had between 136 and 184 collision casualties
aged under 16 since 2005.

This is the main reason the School Council decided to highlight
the importance of driving safely, especially around schools.

We invited a road safety official to come into school to speak to
each class about road safety and being safe. We then had an
assembly about car accidents and how to cross roads correctly.

One of the main issues recently has been parents parking on the
yellow zigzags outside school. People shouldn’t park there
because it means there are too many people outside school at
once. It is difficult to see all the children when they are crossing.
Our School Council group stood outside school every day for a
whole week and tried to stop the parents parking where they
shouldn’t.  We waved posters at them and gave them a thumbs-up
if they did the right thing.  We made sure we came outside twice a
day so the drivers wouldn’t forget.  We also made leaflets to give
out to parents raising awareness of the issue.

Please remember to drive safely and don’t park on the
yellow zigzags. Safety of children comes first!

Firs Hill falls back into

special measures
Story:Amy Palmer

After its second OFSTED inspection in two years, 
Firs Hill Primary School has been classified as
‘inadequate’ and special measures will be put in
place to take action on the problem areas, especially
pupil safety, leadership, and bullying.

Previous inspections

In 2002 the school was put into special measures and came under
the leadership of Dina Martin. She was awarded an OBE in 2012
for her work there. 

The 2013 OFSTED inspection found improvements were needed
at Firs Hill. The major concern was the children’s writing ability
but positives in the behaviour and leadership were also identified.
At the time Mrs Martin explained that she was not disappointed
in the result as the school was facing challenges and ninety one
per cent of parents surveyed said they ‘would recommend the
school to another parent.’

When Dina left, the school could not find a replacement
Headteacher.  Instead, the school put in place a part-time school
leader, Fiona Rigby, headteacher of St Catherine’s School, to
oversee Firs Hill as well.

OFSTED results

In 2015, an OFSTED inspection took place to monitor the school’s
progress. The school was rated in five areas:

• Effectiveness of leadership and management - Inadequate

• Quality of teaching, learning and assessment - Requires
improvement

• Personal development, behaviour and welfare - Inadequate

• Outcomes for pupils - Requires improvement

• Early years provision - Good

While children in nursery and reception are enjoying ‘Good’
education, the inspectors were worried about the rest of the
school being without its own headteacher since Mrs Martin left.
The temporary part-time ‘executive’ head, Fiona Rigby, has made
some improvements but the school needs more help.

Most worryingly the inspectors found ‘Personal development,
behaviour and welfare’ to be lacking, commenting “Too many
pupils do not feel safe, and are not safe.” Bullying, racism and
homophobic name calling were found among much bad
behaviour both in class and in the playground.

A new executive head, Becky Webb from Tinsley Meadows
Primary School, has now taken charge. 

One parent of three Firs Hill pupils said,

“Now there is a real effort to put into place the support that
staff and children need.  This is a challenging school and it’s not
surprising that leadership got a bad rating as there wasn’t a full-
time Headteacher.  My children are very happy here and therefore
so am I.”

If parents have concerns, they should contact the school and
speak to Senior Leadership.
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Sheffield Roma

Network 
Story:Andy Christian

Since June 2015 Andy Christian has been
employed at the Pakistan Advice &
Community Association (PACA) to
develop the Sheffield Roma Network. 

Andy, previously a Cohesion Officer at Sheffield
City Council, explains that the aim of the project
is to ensure the Roma community have a voice in
Sheffield and that their presence is represented
and taken into account.

In preparation for the role Andy visited Roma
groups in Luton, Derby, Manchester and
Bradford.  He learned that for the network to be
successful, it needs to be developed from the
ground up.

“It’s about the Roma doing something for
themselves rather than people doing things to or
for them.  My ultimate aim is for the whole thing
to be run by the Roma community and for me to
make myself redundant! I am facilitating it,
developing and guiding the process.”

The Sheffield Roma Network is made up of a
number of Roma facilitators/volunteers from
across Sheffield. The aim is to improve
communication between the Roma community
and organisations like the Council and emergency
services, and to develop knowledge amongst the
Roma of how to address problems for themselves.

The project is supported by a website developed
by Tomas Tancos, a Roma young man also
employed at PACA.

To find out more visit the website
www.sheffieldromanetwork.com, Sheffield
Roma Network on Facebook or email
andy@pacacentre.org.uk.  

Greentop reaches out
Story:Andy Christian

On 11th December Greentop Community Circus hosted the
Reaching Out project’s Christmas Show. Supported by the Arts
Council and the Big Lottery Fund, Reaching Out encourages
children from the local community to learn circus skills. 

Greentop is very committed to its role as a community circus, and has been ably
assisted in the project by Terezia Rostas, whose skills in both the English and
Romani language enable her to work with the adults and children. Over the
months many local children have benefited from the classes at Greentop and a
fantastic show was put on by the children. 

True meaning 

of Jihad
Story & photo: Mariam Khalid

The Muslim Youth League sisters in
Sheffield organised a peace
seminar that took place at the
Burngreave Vestry Hall in
December and was entitled
‘Jihadi Bride - To be or not to be’.

The seminar was open to all local women
and it looked into the true meaning of
Jihad in Islam. It clarified many
misconceptions and negative
connotations associated to the concept of
Jihad, due to the term being misused and
abused by radical extremists.  

During the presentations and discussion-
based sessions, young women had the
opportunity to discuss issues such as
tackling radicalisation in the local
community.

This is one of many projects being
implemented through the Peace
Education Programme which was
launched by Dr Muhammad Tahir ul
Qadri in order to tackle extremist
ideology on the grassroots level through
academic and community initiatives. 

For further information about local
events please contact the Muslim
Youth League sisters on
Sheffield@myluk-s.org.uk
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Building 

learning power 
Story & photos:Amy Palmer

In November I was lucky enough
to be invited to a very special
museum created by the pupils of
Owler Brook and Whiteways
primary schools. 

Deputy headteacher Miss Rudd showed
me around the school hall which had
been transformed into exhibits from
different times in history. An enthusiastic
group of Year 5s led me through the
1960s, where I met a very lifelike Neil
Armstrong, the first man to walk on the

moon, and heard a short concert from the
Beatles. 

Year 2’s project was on castles, complete
with knights, a queen and a horse. Other
year groups had covered the 1950s and
the Victorians.

The children made all of the objects
themselves as part of a creative project
called Building Learning Power, which
Yahia told us was “all about teamwork
and building things”. The children
explained the four ‘R’ skills that made up
the project as ‘resilience’ to carry on when
things went wrong, ‘reflection’ to see what
went well and what could be done better,
‘resourcefulness’ for building from

everyday objects and ‘reciprocity’ for
helping each other as a team. The
children worked independently on their
own ideas - as Osama said, “We’re grown
up and we know what we’re doing!”

Year 5 focused on the Vikings and a huge
Viking longship was sailing through the
hall, which everyone was very proud of.
Yahia told me that they had been
‘resourceful’ by making the oars out of
cricket bats wrapped in tissue paper. 

Parents had also been invited to the
museum and everyone was very
impressed with the pupils of Whiteways
and Owler Brook.

Musical Macbeth
Story & Photo: Zabeda Hussain

This half term, Year 6 children at
Pye Bank Primary School have
been studying Macbeth by
William Shakespeare. As part of
their learning they have
performed an adapted musical
version of the Scottish play. 

Children used a range of drama
techniques and threw themselves into the
challenge of becoming Shakespearean
characters. They blew the audience away
and produced the best play Pye Bank has
ever seen!

Brand new to

Byron Wood
Story: Gabriel (age 10) | Photo: Kelly Jacobs

On the emotional day of July 18th
2015, my Mam and I made a life
changing move from a small town
in Derbyshire, called Shirebrook,
to the amazing city of Sheffield.

In Shirebrook, there are mostly two
different languages, English and Polish,
but here there are a wide variety of
different languages and it is mind
blowing. We quickly became friends with
our Muslim neighbours.  We had never
met any Muslims before and used to
think they were mean because of what we
saw on telly.  But all of that isn’t true,
they are just amazing. 

At my old school, Langwith Bassett
Primary School, there were only about
one hundred children, but at Byron Wood
there are around five times that many. It
has been really tough moving but I am
surprised how quickly I have settled in.

I have become a member of the cubs (we
didn’t have that either in Shirebrook) and
we have been introduced to some new

foods, like chapatis. Shops in Burngreave
sell things we have never even heard of
before. The thing I enjoy most is seeing
people walking around with their own
style. If you were different at Shirebrook,
you would get judged, but here you are
free to be who you want to be. I am also
way more confident thanks to my
fantastic drama lessons! We have settled
in to a new church called St Peter’s
Ellesmere. Everyone there is so lovely and
I have no regrets moving. 

In my opinion, life is like a board game,
sometimes you make a good choice,
sometimes you make a bad choice, but
this is the right choice for me. Mind you,
these hills and steps are a pain to get up -
I don’t think I’ll ever get used to them!
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Healthy Communities Programme

Chronic Pain
Support Group

These thriving groups have
increasing number of ladies
attending the sessions at Sorby
House and St Cuthbert`s Church.

They enjoy soothing massages from our
therapist Lynn, and our own volunteer
Glynis. They also learn about the ‘Chronic
Pain Toolkit’. This gives an understanding
of the types of pain, and how to manage it
in their daily life. 

The women also learn from Glynis and
Almas about the benefits of
complementary methods to manage pain
including essential oils, reflexology, hand
massage and hand soaks using
Himalayan and Epsom salts. One of the
ladies attending the group, Gwen said:

“The pain group is a really valuable
service provided by caring people that
work hard to help those with chronic
pain. The group helps to reduce isolation
that often affects people living in chronic
pain. I have fibromyalgia, and the
condition makes socialising very
difficult. Having somewhere to go, where
people understand me, is important for
my mental health. The group gives people
an incentive to get out of the house. With
the help of this group, and volunteering
at Burngreave Library, I am now in a
place where I can think about returning
to work and accessing all the benefits
that come with it.”

The groups celebrated Christmas with the
ladies bringing in delicious treats to
share.

These groups are accessed via GP
referral only, so if you would like to
attend please speak to your doctor.  

Sorby House
12.30-2.30pm.

• 12th & 26th January
• 9th & 23rd February
• 8th & 22nd March

St Cuthbert`s Church
12.30-2.30pm

• 19th January
• 16th February 
• 15th March  

Women Only
Support Group

This group enjoys a number of
activities to improve wellbeing. This
includes the ‘Five Ways to
Wellbeing’, baking, and a health
course. 

These are run by SOAR`s through the
‘Learn Well, Live Well’ project. They learn
about assertiveness, managing sleep
problems, dealing with stress, improving
confidence and coping strategies in their
daily life. 

Sofia (not her real name) said, “I found
the group really helpful, as I struggle with
sleep problems and wanted to be more
assertive. I’m practicing the tips that
Dawn Young, our trainer talked about. It
has helped me to build my confidence.

Saira motivated me to achieve my
wellbeing goals including visiting the job
club to help me with my CV. Shafaz and
Almas have both inspired me to become a
volunteer as a further step towards my
goals.”

St Cuthbert`s Church
10-12pm

• 11th & 25th January 
• 8th & 22nd February  
• 7th & 21st March

Springboard Burngreave
Social Café

The Burngreave Social Café, led by
Helen Warren, provides a
programme of activities
encouraging men and women to
participate more in their
communities.  

These activities target anyone struggling
with mild to moderate mental health
conditions such as stress, anxiety,
depression, low mood, or panic attacks. 

This group will benefit from
opportunities to meet with others, in a
structured scheme that will reduce their
isolation, improve their mental wellbeing
and enable them to manage their lives
and conditions better.

Fortnightly at the Vestry Hall
10am-4pm

• 14th & 28th January
• 11th & 25th February
• 10th & 24th March 

Free women-only exercise classes
run on Mondays (term time only) at
Verdon Recreation Centre, Verdon Street,
Burngreave. Please call Shahina on 07909
598 018

International Women`s Day will be
celebrated on Wednesday 9th March at
Verdon Recreation Centre, Verdon Street,
Burngreave at 10-3pm. To book a health
stall please call Saira Nadeem/Michaela
Harmston on 07960 084 119/07495 839
891. 

This year`s theme will be viewing
women`s life journeys - their challenges,
strengths and achievements. Please come
and join us at this free event!

The Community Wellbeing Programme is commissioned by Sheffield City
Council and SOAR and consists of the chronic pain support groups, the
women-only support group (for women affected by domestic violence), and
women-only exercise. 

I would like to thank the ladies for bringing their warmth and commitment to the
sessions. Without their support, we could not have achieved half as much! 

For all activities contact:

Saira Nadeem

Telephone: 0114 213 2591

Email: saira.nadeem@
soarcommunity.org.uk

Ladies recreate their coping tactics
in clay.



ISSUE 118  •  JANUARY 2016 11

Love food, hate waste
Story: Saleema Imam | Photo: Michelle Cook

Despite a husky throat Peter Hellawell delivered a
lively, informative session about the Love Food, Hate
Waste project to an enthusiastic group on
Wednesday, November 4th at Burngreave Vestry Hall.  

An array of materials were provided for us to cascade down to our
local communities - leaflets, posters, recipes for leftovers, top tips
and video clips, all showing how much money can be saved by
minimising waste and helping reduce climate change at the same
time. 

Some shocking facts revealed that wasted food costs the average
household £470 per year and that in total homes in the UK waste
around £12.5 billion worth of food.  We went away clutching
certificates proving we too now have the knowledge to help others
to hate food waste.

If you want to know more visit the Love Food Hate
Waste website at www.lovefoodhatewaste.com for
recipes, waste reduction tips and more.

Page Hall surgery

a special case
Story & photo: Graham Jones

The threat to funding at Page Hall
Medical Centre may be lessened,
as the Clinical Commissioning
Group has confirmed that the
practice will be considered as a
“special case” and that they may
commission some of the Centre’s
services.

A Parliamentary Select Committee on
Health visited the Medical Centre in
November to find out more about how
the loss of the surgery would affect people
in the area.  After a film, presentation and

case studies showing the impact of cuts,
they talked with staff, patients and a
Healthwatch representative.

Fifteen GPs from around the country who
have submitted cases to the enquiry were
also present. They explained that they
love their jobs, but have grave concerns
about unmanageable workloads, patient
safety and falling morale amongst GPs.  

Members of the Health Committee were
well informed, keen to hear suggestions
and seemed to grasp the key messages.
The Page Hall practice has already
suffered a devastating hit through
changes to GP funding; the traditional GP
funding formula does not take sufficient
account of deprivation and the needs of
non-English speakers who make up a
large proportion of Page Hall’s patients. 

Immediate action is needed to tackle the
interim funding crisis and the long-term
security of services.

Ellesmere Youth volunteers
Photo & story: Sonam Nawaz

Ellesmere Youth Project’s (EYP) Annual General
Meeting was held on Thursday 26th November.  

As well as the usual business, the opportunity was taken to
recognise the volunteers for their outstanding work. Chris
Bristow, EYP chairperson, presented the volunteers with
certificates and gift vouchers for their extensive and valuable
work. He spoke highly of their efforts, saying:

“Our inspiration comes from the understanding and commitment
to continue our work in one form or another regardless of the
financial situation. Currently, our work is  largely supported by
a pool of volunteers.”

Board members discussed with the volunteers why they chose to
get involved and how volunteering fitted in with their everyday
lives. Young people said they took part to develop their skills, to
help make a difference and to have fun. They also enjoyed

meeting and exchanging ideas with others who help out with
different EYP activities.

EYP thanks all its volunteers for the hard work and dedication
they have shown throughout the projects and the understanding
and adaptability they demonstrate when working with groups.

EYP runs projects throughout the week, if you would like more
information please contact us on 0114 213 3120.



Age Better Christmas lunch
Story: Nasreen Suleman 

Age Better were on
hand to host two free
Christmas Day lunches
for older people who
would otherwise have
spent the day alone.

Age Better in Sheffield aims
to reduce loneliness and
social isolation faced by
people over 50.  They are
starting a campaign to
recruit volunteers who will help co-design a toolkit.  Project Lead
for Age Better in Sheffield, Gareth Parkin said: 

“We want the toolkit to be the thing that will break down
barriers and get neighbours to start thinking about people who
live in their area who may be isolated.”

Anyone interested in getting involved should contact Nasreen
Suleman on 0114 270 2651 or email n.suleman@syha.co.uk. To
find out more about the project visit www.agebettersheff.co.uk.
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Eden by candlelight 
Story & photos: Nikky Sentance

On 12th December
Eden Fir Vale, a
Christian youth and
community team, ran a
lantern making
workshop in Wensley
Community Centre,
followed by a lantern-lit
parade around the
area.

32 talented young people
created some fantastic
lanterns, before heading out
into the streets on a journey
to discover the Christmas
story by candlelight.

Eden Fir Vale, part of the
International Eden Network,
now has a team of 11
volunteers, all committed to
living in and investing in
Page Hall and Wensley. As
well as organising
community events like this
one, they have an after-
school kids group, football
sessions, a group for teenage
girls, and they regularly take assemblies in the local primary
schools. 

For any more information about Eden email Nikky:
firvale@eden-network.org

Parkwood Springs festive lunch
Story: Paul Howard

On 16th December, Parkwood
Academy opened its doors to
the local community for their
annual Community Christmas
Dinner. 

Nearly 70 local residents attended
the event and guests also included
the Deputy Lord Mayor and Grace
Brierley from the St. Luke’s Hospice
Fundraising Team. Voluntary
donations to St. Luke’s were collected
and a grand total of £250 was presented to the Hospice. Quotes
from our guests summed up the day perfectly:

“Today has been a lovely
day and reflects the true
spirit of Christmas. A
community together! Merry
Christmas!

“All the people and staff
from Parkwood were
friendly and supportive. The
students in particular were
kind and helpful.”

Rosebank carols
Story: Philip Ireson

Rosebank residential care home came alive to the
sound of festive carols on 15th December.

Children from Pye Bank school visited the elderly residents to
brighten their Christmas. Both the school and the care home have
close links with Christ Church Pitsmoor, who visit the home every
month to take a service. 

Festive gatherings
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Plates and Pizza
Story: Green City Action

In early autumn Sheffield
City Council supported
Green City Action (GCA)
to host two free pottery
workshops at the School
for Vegetables site on
Grimesthorpe allotments.

Local potters Emilie Taylor and
Victoria Dawes ran the
workshops as part of the People’s
Pottery Project, which
encourages pop-up potteries
where communities can use pottery to tell their stories about food
with a delightful practical outcome.

Emilie and Victoria supported locals to make and decorate their
own plates, drawing inspiration from the allotment. The sessions
were followed by pizza making using the new wood fired oven.
The participants then had the pleasure of eating their own pizzas
from dishes they had made and decorated themselves.

For more information
about activities around food growing please visit the
GCA website: www.gca.burngreave.net.

Harvesting for 

Fir Vale food bank
Story: Edgar Lowman | Photos: Owler Brook primary school

In October 2015, pupils from Owler Brook and
Whiteways Primary visited the St Cuthbert’s food bank
to donate food from each of their harvest festivals.

The two primary schools had been working together since
September to learn about the harvest season. They took part in
joint assemblies to learn where food comes from and how it is
grown, and all the pupils enjoyed the time working with the other
school.

The Messenger visited Owler Brook and saw three large tables
piled high with cereal, fruit and vegetables, tins and pumpkins, in
just one school! Lots of children and families donated and the
volunteers at the food bank were very pleased to receive their
gifts. Traditionally, the harvest festival is a time to celebrate the
production of plentiful food, and to donate what isn’t needed to
the poor.

Jemma Rudd, deputy head of Owler Brook, extended her thanks
to all the children and families that donated.  The children are
already looking forward to the next harvest.
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Volunteering
Story & photo: Helen Brown

Sam Humphrey and Vayani
Palliyaguruge are both new
volunteers at Burngreave library
on Spital Hill. The library is still
searching for more volunteers,
and Sam and Vayani are eager to
encourage others to join.

They both volunteer three days a week
but they started at the library for different
reasons. Vayani was directed here by the
volunteer centre in town. Having
volunteered in various places in the last
year she found Burngreave Library to be
her favourite because: “Everybody is
friendly, they really are like a family and
I’m very happy here.”

Though books were not a hobby for
Vayani, she has found being at the library
has encouraged her to read much more at
home. Her most recently borrowed book
was Nora Roberts’ A Bed of Roses, a

thriller novel, and she enjoyed it though
she usually prefers to read romances. Her
favourite recent read was Oprah
Winfrey’s advice-style book. 

Vayani said that she was initially
surprised to see how many children still
came in on a frequent basis, taking out
large piles of books every week. It pushed
her to encourage her own children to read
more. She says also that local children
often recognise her and say hello in the
street, which she thinks is lovely. 

Sam on the other hand already had a
passion - enjoying reading and writing in
his spare time. He has only recently
moved to the area, and he wanted to
volunteer partly as a way to meet people.

He has found that the library is essential
to the community - a constant hub of
activity. Sam says that the large number
of computers they have available for free
use are incredibly important because
many essential forms can only be filled in
online and local teenagers come to do

their homework in a safe environment
(children over the age of 16 can come
unaccompanied and use the computers
and the internet for free).

Sam thinks that books themselves are still
vital. He believes that we can encourage
young people to read more by reminding
them that their favourite films probably
came from books - and the book can be
enjoyed for weeks rather than a couple of
hours. Sam loves that books can immerse
you in a whole new world where you can
time travel or visit space, and he points
out that they even have a range of graphic
novels available for borrowing - a
recommended way of introducing
children into reading who may not be
excited by reading full novels.

One of Sam’s favourite books is the
graphic novel Arkham Asylum, by Grant
Morrison, which he says has been made
into a successful computer game. His
other favourites are Moby Dick, by
Herman Melville, and Dancers at the
Edge of Time, a sci-fi novel by Michael
Moorcock.

Whatever your favourite genre is there is
plenty available at Burngreave library. As
Sam says, “it is a place full of interesting
ideas that stimulates your imagination.”
And if anyone is interested in
volunteering, Sam and Vayani encourage
them to come down and enquire. As
Vayani says, “It is a very nice place, we
always welcome new-comers, and all
training is given so don’t be scared!”

Storytelling
Story: Sam Humphrey Photo: Marcia Layne

12th December saw the first of a
planned series of storytelling
events at Burngreave Library.

‘Storytime at Burngreave Library - for the
young and young at heart’ is just one of
the new ideas for local community
activities being implemented by the new
library coordinator Marcia Layne at Sorby
House.

The magnificently costumed storyteller
was Gwen Mitchell, a library volunteer
who has had a keen interest in the art
from a young age. 

“Everyone is a storyteller. We narrate
our day at work, at school, people may
not realise that’s what they are doing.” 

Around the turn of the millennium there
was a resurgence of interest in
storytelling in the folk music scene.

Gwen, who also plays instruments, very
much enjoys these evenings.

“There is something so nice about sitting
round a fire, eating and drinking and
thinking about far-off lands. Stories
enrich our lives and imagination. There
are also many interesting connections in
stories between peoples who have never
met. Most cultures have a mermaid, or
selkie, character for example.”

The story/children’s area is very bright
and comfy with lots of cushions for kids

and parents to relax on whilst choosing a
book. At 11.30am Gwen appears and
enthrals the audience with stories from
memory and some from books including
‘Snow White and the Seven Dwarves’
from Roald Dahl’s ‘Revolting Rhymes’.

Hafsa Noor Khan (age 8), who attended
with her mum and sister Ameer (age 5),
said:

“I loved it. People should come down
because it’s a really fun place.”

Pop in on Monday, Wednesday,
Friday or Saturday to find out more
about a whole range of new things
to see and do at your local library.

Citizen subscription:

Burngreave Library still needs more
funds to secure the future of the
service. To donate please visit;
https://localgiving.com/charity/soar

The library comes to life
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Story: Steve Barnard | Photo: Seema Ghazal

Fir Vale School welcomed
parents, staff and governors,
alongside former and current
students in a celebration of
achievement at their Annual
Presentation Evening. 

The guests of honour were Lord Mayor
Councillor Talib Hussain and the Master
of the Company of Cutlers, Mr Craig
McKay, who presented the prizes.

The evening consisted of awards, laughter
and wonderful speeches from the school’s
current Head Boy and Head Girl
reflecting on the previous year and what
the new year would bring. The class of
2015 celebrated their record A*-A success
receiving their GCSE certificates and
special prizes.  Awards were also
presented to Year 8 to Year 11 students.

It was an event to remember for
everyone, reflecting the great
achievements made by the students.

Learn well, 

live well
Story: Nicola Thorpe

The Learn Well Live Well project is
planning a series of exciting
courses and workshops between
January and March 2016,
including creative writing at
Burngreave Library.  

The pilot project delivers community
learning to adults experiencing mental ill
health in north-east Sheffield. The
learning opportunities are shaped by the
learners themselves through sharing their
needs and aspirations with tutors.  150
learners have already attended project
events. 

To find out more please visit
www.facebook.com/learnwelllivewell/ or
contact Nicola Thorpe,
nicola.thorpe@soarcommunity.org.uk,
07960 084 251.

Aspiring to health
Story:Abtisam Mohammed & Steve Barnard 

We are
pleased to
announce that
after many
years’ hard
work the
Healthy Living
Centre on Earl
Marshal Road
opens on 15th
February 

It was the high health inequalities in the
area that prompted us to work with the
community to research local needs and
develop a strong plan for the Lottery’s
‘Reaching Communities Capital Build’
programme and we were very fortunate to
be successful!  

The Healthy Living Centre has been an
ambition of the Yemeni Community
Association for the last five years. The
work on the Healthy Living Centre has
coincided with a name change for us as
we have become Aspiring Communities
Together. We feel this reflects our new
vision to serve the diverse changing needs
in the local community to ensure
inclusivity for all. We will continue to put
the needs of Fir Vale and Burngreave at
the heart of everything we do.

The centre will offer much needed women
only gym and fitness classes. 

“I have known about this project from
the start and I can’t wait for it to open. I
need somewhere local and where the fact
it has childcare there is even better!”
Samia Iqbal 

“We’ve always needed something like
this in our area. I can’t believe it’s
happening and we can’t wait to join.”
Nadia Rahman 

What’s more as a not-for profit charitable
community provision all the income
generated will be re-invested in the
community. More funds will be raised
through our attractive, modern and
welcoming café (open Monday to Friday
8.30am-3.30pm) which will provide
volunteering opportunities, free wi-fi
access as well as workshops in healthy
eating, basic cooking skills and cooking
on a budget. We also have a range of
rooms available to hire.

The gym’s opening times are: 8am to
8pm Monday - Friday (10am to 5pm
weekends). For further details regarding
membership options please see the
Healthy Living Centre page on our new
website www.actsheffield.com or contact
Sophia on 0114 251 8900.

You’ve got skills
Story & photo: Nichola Thorpe

The Skills Swap Group at
Burngreave Children’s Centre has
proved to be a great success,
with growing numbers each week.

It is a project designed by Hannah
Adewale who is volunteering for SOAR as
a Health Champion.  Hannah is doing a
Master’s degree in occupational therapy
and was inspired to create a project that
could be taken over by the community.

Everybody who participates is encouraged
to share a skill in a confidential and safe
environment. Confidence is already
growing amongst people who did not feel
their skills were worth sharing! 

Skills swapped so far have included
languages, games and tips, with the focus
very much on what the participants want.
It is clear that there is a lot of talent in
Burngreave.

For more details, please contact Michaela
Harmston at SOAR on 0114 213 4075 or
michaela.harmston@soarcommunity.org.
uk.

Celebrating achievement at Fir Vale



16 BURNGREAVE MESSENGER

A quilt of memories
Photo & story: Graham Jones

Members of the United Reform Churches in Sheffield
got together to commemorate family members
involved in the First World War through making quilts.
Mother and daughter, Freda and Ann Dukinfield of St
James’ Church, Scott Road got out their old photos
and documents to make a wonderful tableau quilt
telling their family story.  

Both worked on this project for many hours, with Freda, 92,
doing the machine work and Ann doing the appliqué work and
writing a poem about it.

Around the turn of the 20th century in Keynsham, Somerset, the
local butcher, George Fisher, and his wife, Alice, had thirteen
children; eight boys, including Freda’s father, and five girls. In
1914 the boys all joined up to fight in the First World War and
against the odds, all of them returned safely. However, the
Second World War broke out and Freda joined the Civil Nursing
reserve to look after wounded soldiers. 

She was stationed at Aldershot where she met Leslie Dukinfield
from Sheffield. Queen Mary came to visit but there was some
confusion about who came through which door and an
embarrassed Leslie managed to knock the Queen on to the floor!  

After the war Leslie and Freda married. Leslie wore his Sergeant’s
uniform but Freda wore a dress that the hospital matron lent out
to a succession of brides among her nursing staff because
material was in short supply! 

They came back to Pitsmoor where Freda has lived ever since and
where Ann has lived since she was born. Using skills learnt in the
war, Freda became the plaster technician at the “potting shed” at
Northern General Hospital. Cricketer, Geoffrey Boycott was one
of her patients.

There was a display of all the quilts at Sheffield Central United
Reform Church and  The Lord Mayor, Burngreave councillor
Talib Hussain, was so interested in the story that asked to meet
Freda and was invited for tea. There was a display of some of the
quilts in John Lewis’s but these family treasures are definitely not
for sale.
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Page Hall

petitions for funds
Story: Mohammed Nazir | Photo: Sohail
Mumtaz

On 3rd October local businesses
from Page Hall met with their
member of parliament, Harry
Harpham. The meeting was
organised so business
representatives could formally
present him with a petition to take
to the relevant minister at
Westminster to ask for funding to
help regenerate the area.

The meeting heard from local business
representatives that the area has gone
into decline and needed government help
initiating a face-lift scheme, like those
completed on Spital Hill and in Darnall,

to revitalise the area and increase
economic activity. Organisers have been
very active assessing the area, visiting and
talking to local businesses and collecting
signatures. Abdul Khayum, a Sheffield
community advocate who helped facilitate
the meeting with Harry Harpham MP,
said the Page Hall area is unique and
additional resources are therefore needed
to help alleviate some of the pressures. 

Harry Harpham MP said that he
understands and appreciates the concerns
that people have raised and would be
happy to take these concerns to
Westminster and hand the petition to the
minister for local government. All the
people present showed tremendous
appreciation to Harry Harpham MP and
thanked him for coming to meet with
them and listen to their concerns.

For more information visit ‘Guest
with Nazir’ on Facebook. Roads repaired

but trees lost
Story:Amy Palmer

Work will be taking place on
some Burngreave roads in spring
2016, but some trees have already
been felled.

Burngreave ward has been split into three
areas for the work, which includes road
and pavement resurfacing, as well as the
maintenance of street lighting and trees.
Burngreave streets to the west of
Burngreave Road are part of the
‘Neepsend’ zone where the works will be
happening. 

While the resurfacing of streets (including
Nottingham Street, Fox Street, Rock
Street, Spital Lane and Verdon Street)
will be welcomed by most, the felling of
trees is less welcome. Eight trees in this
area have been cut down, including six
mature cherry trees on Fox Street and
two trees near Andover Street.

SAGE 

centre stage
Story: Diana Tottle Photo: Chris Carter 

SAGE took centre stage in The
Winter Gardens when they were
asked to launch World Mental
Health Week.

The focal point was a large globe woven
from willow by SAGE members from
which the public hung comments about
how nature improved their well-being. A
production line was pressing apples
harvested from Burngreave trees with
help from charity, Abundance. 

A third charity, Artlings, supported the
event by creating a mandala for
relaxation. The funds the Council paid
SAGE to run this event have been
channelled back into horticultural
therapy and arts activities in Burngreave.  

If anyone is interested in joining or
volunteering please visit:
www.sagesheffield.org.uk or phone
0114 274 3651.

Fifty-nine homes

for Fir Vale

In April 2016 Sheffield Housing
Company hopes to be starting
work on fifty-nine new two to six
bedroomed homes on land next
to Fir Vale School. 

The company are committed to hiring
local people and 25% of the new homes
will be accessible for disabled people.
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Boxing in the chapel
Story & photo: Carrie Hedderwick

After much hard graft to clear pigeon poo, plaster,
and more, Ali Hamed converted the derelict right
hand chapel in Burngreave Cemetery into the ABC
boxing gym. 

Ali’s vision is for it to become a hub for local youngsters and he
works with the adventure playground to provide boxing and life
skills training. Sessions are aimed at 8 to 20+ year old boys and
girls. Although fewer girls attend, the presence of regular coach,
qualified sports therapist and St John’s Ambulance worker Lisa
provides some gender balance! 

Legendary Brendan Ingle in his Wincobank gym inspired both
Lisa and Ali in their youth. Shazad, the third coach, encouraged
young boxers in a sparring session when I was there. Others
were busy with the punch bag and footwork.

Ali Hamed, a professional boxing trainer manages three young
boxers, including Muheeb Fazeldin, the Central Area Champion
in the super bantamweight class and a contender for the
Commonwealth and British Empire title. All boxers need a
secure gym base, regular training in and out of the gym and
nurturing by an experienced manager whether they are amateur,
professional, or casual. Ali strives to provide this and is currently
fundraising to lower the cost to his young boxers. If anyone can
offer financial advice or practical help, this would be much
appreciated.  

The ABC gym opens 3.30pm to 6.00pm Monday to
Friday - fees £5.00 per week.

Meet Zeeshan Maughal -

fighting fit!
Story: Carrie Hedderwick | Photo: Freddie Everett

Zeeshan started boxing
at sixteen. At seventeen
he fought six rounds to
win the Senior Novice
National
Championships as a
featherweight. He is
now nineteen with
twenty-one fights under
his belt. 

Zeeshan got into boxing
because as a chubby school
kid he needed to get fit and lose some weight. Three times a week
he both runs and does sessions at the Sheffield Lane Top gym run
by Keith Palmer, a stalwart trainer and manager.

It is so important that there are gyms available for local kids so
that they have somewhere, safe, friendly and disciplined to go
close by . It is also essential that Keith and others like him, are
not having to pay high rents for premises, as any charge can
prove a barrier for the kids. 

The number of fights dictates which competitions a boxer can
participate in.  Zeeshan had twenty fights so was entered for the
Senior Development National Championships where there is no
age limit; and you can face someone much older and more
experienced. In September Zeeshan won the Yorkshire finals and
went on to win the national quarter-finals, but was injured in the
semi-finals; a blow from his opponent’s head caused a gash above
his left eye and the fight was stopped.

Zeeshan, a very confident second year student at Sheffield Hallam
University, recommends boxing to other boys, including his eight
and four year old brothers, because it provides a real focus.
Zeeshan appreciates the dedication of his trainer and recognises
the spirit of cooperation and hard work fostered at the gym,
which helped his personal achievements.

An Iranian in Paris
Story & photo: Helen Brown

Ali Nekooi was born in Iran and
has lived in Burngreave since the
1980s. He has been an activist
and supporter of the National
Council of Resistance of Iran
(NCRI) since 1985, when he was
handed literature in the streets of
Sheffield. 

The organisation is a collective working
together for democracy, freedom of belief
and expression, freedom of the press, and
equal rights for men and women in Iran. 

Ali’s donates his time raising awareness,
helping with fundraising and attending
the large annual NCRI gathering in Paris.
This year 120,000 people attended from
all over the world - including three

coaches of people from Burngreave. Ali
says some people from Burngreave came
for humanitarian reasons as the regime in
Iran has executed over 120,000 people
since it came to power in the 1980s. Ali
explained that the gathering is held in
June to commemorate those that died in
June 1981 when a peaceful demonstration

of 500,000 people protested against the
Khomeini Regime mixing religion and
government rather than having a
democratic state. The day ended in 200
being massacred by the Iranian
Revolutionary Guard, with many more
executed later.

The gathering in Paris is important
because they are trying to raise awareness
of the current and historical issues
regarding the Iranian regime that are not
featured in the news.

“There is a lot of pressure on us to give
up,” Ali says, and this is why they will
keep trying. He states, regarding why the
organisation must keep going, “Tolerant
Islam is the most effective way of
confronting groups like ISIS/Daesh, and
other forms of extremism. You have to
present a better ideology, a better
alternative.” And this is what the NCRI
hopes to do. 



Councillor Surgeries
Local councillors, Jackie Drayton, Talib
Hussain and Ibrar Hussain (left to right)
share surgeries on a rota basis.

21st January: 2pm-3pm, 
Pakistan Advice Centre, Ibrar Hussain
and Talib Hussain

13th February: 11am-12.15pm, 
Burngreave Library, Jackie Drayton

18th February: 2pm-3pm, 
Pakistan Advice Centre, Ibrar Hussain
and Talib Hussain

13th March: 11am-12.15pm, 
Burngreave Library, Jackie Drayton

17th March: 2pm-3pm, 
Pakistan Advice Centre, Ibrar Hussain 
and Talib Hussain

Contact details
Cllr Jackie Drayton
jackie.drayton@sheffield.gov.uk
Tel: 0114 243 5388

Cllr Ibrar Hussain
ibrar.hussain@sheffield.gov.uk
Tel: 07866 571 750 
Mobile: 07866 571 750

Cllr Talib Hussain
talib.hussain@sheffield.gov.uk
Tel: 0114 273 5588
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Contact: 0114 203 7562
www.sheffield.gov.uk/northeast

Public Meeting on 22nd October 2015 
On the 22nd October Burngreave Councillors held a public meeting at
Burngreave Vestry Hall. Councillor Ibrar Hussain chaired the meeting.
Councillor Jackie Drayton and Councillor Talib Hussain were also in
attendance to discuss current issues and answer questions.

Dave Metcalfe the School Organisation Project Officer from Sheffield City Council’s
Inclusion & Learning Services came to discuss increasing primary and secondary school
places in the area. This is in response to an increase in population meaning there aren’t
enough local school places for the children. 

The public asked for reassurance that any new school will fit the needs of the community
and respond to the needs of vulnerable young people.

Councillors feel a new school would be great news for the community as we want to be
able to get siblings into the same schools and this is an issue that comes up again and
again. We all want outstanding, inclusive schools in our local community.

Details of the proposals and the consultation survey can be found at
www.sheffield.gov.uk/schoolplaces.

The consultation closed on 20th November 2015. The results are being collated and
analysed and a decision will be made by 17th February 2016.

Inspector Burgess who leads the North East LPT came to talk about current crime and
community safety issues in the area and about how the new policing team operates.

The North East Policing Team covers Burngreave, Chapeltown, Ecclesfield, Firth Park, Fir
Vale, Foxhill, Grenoside, High Green, Parson Cross, Pitsmoor, Shiregreen, Southey and
Wincobank.

Burngreave residents expressed their concerns over the recent robberies that have
occurred in Burngreave Cemetery. Residents wanted to know what the police were doing
about these attacks and how they can be vigilant. Inspector Burgess reassured the
community that the police were taking these crimes very seriously and will work hard to
catch the perpetrators.

Police and councillors agreed that tackling the reasons why people commit such crimes is
extremely important. A meeting with councillors, police and youth workers has already
happened to pull a strategy together looking at prevention.

There was a clear message that community needs to report everything as the police need
the evidence. There was some frustration reporting things via 101. People said calls go
unanswered for too long. 

Since the meeting South Yorkshire Police have made an email address available as an
alternative to 101 - enquiries@southyorks.pnn.police.uk. Your e-mail will be answered
within 24 hours. If you are reporting an emergency always call 999.

Councillors were united in their message that Burngreave is a great place to live. There
are so many positives. Let’s work together to claim it back and be proud of where we live.

Burngreave New
Year’s Honours 2016
Burngreave councillors Jackie Drayton,
Ibrar Hussain and Talib Hussain would
like to hold an awards event in February
to recognise the valuable contribution
people make to the Burngreave
community.

Do you know an individual or group that
deserves recognition for the difference
they make to Burngreave ward? A
volunteer, a paid worker, a good
neighbour, a lunch club, a youth group, a
new project, a longstanding project? We
would like to hear about them all.

Please email nominations to
Naomi.Hinch@sheffield.gov.uk or
call 0114 203 7562

Councillors would like to wish everyone
in Burngreave health and happiness for
2016.
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My Pye Bank
Story: Barbara Warsop

My maternal grandparents
Thomas and Lucy Walker lived on
Skinnerthorpe Road in the 1890s.
Whilst living there they had four
children, but one died. The
surviving children were called
Fred, Doris Madelene, and Ruth. 

The photo of Skinnerthorpe Road outside
the shop was taken in 1906. It’s a school
photo, my Aunt Doris is on the back row,
second right of the teacher, wearing a
white apron, and my aunt Ruth Walker is
sat front row second from right, also with
a white apron.

My grandparents later moved to 13
Reginald Street, Pitsmoor, where my
mum Mary was born in 1912. My mum
was born 12 years after her next youngest
sister, Aunt Ruth. I suppose grandma
could have lost some babies in between
but who knows. Mum always said she was
the little runt of the family, being born
when Grandma was in her 40s. 

She went to Pye Bank School. This is her
class photo from 1922, when she was 10
years old. She is in the second row from
the top, fifth from the right. The other
photo is a school drama group, which
looks like a nativity, but I don’t know
anything more about it. The house she
was brought up in was a back to back
house with not much space for a big

family. On the ground floor it had one
small living room and a tiny slop kitchen
on a lower level. 

There was nowhere for a growing lad to
escape a baby, so when Fred was about
17, he said he was fed up with the
screaming baby and went and joined up.
He found himself in the 5th Royal Irish
Lancers at the beginning of the First
World War. He is the young soldier in the
photo. He was gassed but lived. 

The 5th Royal Irish Lancers Regiment
was disbanded in 1921 but the squadron
was reconstituted in 1922 and
amalgamated with the 16th Queen`s
Lancers to become the 16th/5th Queens
Royal Lancers. 

Later, Fred married a widow called Nellie,
who had a daughter also called Nellie.
Together they had Dorothy, my cousin,
and lived at 44 Burngreave Road. When
she left school, Dorothy went to work for
the photographer Fred Knaggs. She
enjoyed the job so much that when she

got married to a man called Denis Bell,
they opened up their own photography
business from her parent’s home.   

I was born in 1938.  My father was called
up in 1940 so Aunt Doris and Grandma
came to live with us during the war for
moral support for my Mum. Grandma
passed away during that time and Aunt
Doris never went back to Reginald Street.
She stayed with us until she passed away
in 1962. Grandma and Granddad plus
Doris, who never married, are all buried
in Burngreave Cemetery. 

I don’t know if my cousin Dorothy Walker
still lives as I have lost touch with her
years ago, she would be 89 or 90 years
old now. The last time I saw Fred was at
my mum’s funeral, she died aged 51 years
in 1963.  Before she died my Mum always
went to see Fred.  So Fred out-lived my
mum by quite a few years.

Lilian Bamforth
Born 10th May 1931
Died 9th November 2015

Memorial by Gabriel Kaden Jacobs,
age 10

Lilian lived in Sheffield all her life.
She first lived in the Brightside area
and then moved to the Pitsmoor area
for the last 46 years.

Lilian’s family

Lilian had two sisters and two brothers, a son called Kevin and
two grandchildren. She also had five great-grandchildren.

Lilian’s life

Lilian went to a church that she absolutely loved called St Peter’s
Church in Ellesmere. Everyone loved her there. She was amazing
to all of us. I was lucky enough to catch some information about
Lilian. This is what her friend said, “Lilian liked to gamble. She
could always have a good laugh.” She had an amazing personality
and she was just a lovely person to be around. Lilian had a
fantastic sense of humour and loved to be the centre of attention. 

Being new to the area and the church, I hadn’t known her long
but she loved to embarrass me when I arrived at church by
grabbing me and giving me a big hug and a kiss and telling me
that she wanted to adopt me. Very embarrassing to a nine year
old but I still loved her anyway.  

She was a lovely lady that will be missed greatly by those who
were fortunate enough to meet her.

Barbara wrote this article as part of the
local history group. Their next meeting
is 10am Friday 22nd January at St.
Catherine’s School. Just turn up! 

Class photo from 1922, when
Barbara’s mum was 10 years old.

School drama group.

Fred in the 5th Royal Irish
Lancers.



ISSUE 118  •  JANUARY 2016 21



22 BURNGREAVE MESSENGER

No human being is illegal
As reported in October’s Messenger, Stuart
and Fran visited the refugee camp in Calais in
November, taking over donations of aid they
collected in Sheffield.

Fran Belbin writes:

We spent five days in Calais - half the time volunteering
at the warehouse where aid donations are sorted and
prepared for distribution to refugees, the rest of the time
helping out in the camp itself.  

The camp was better organised than we had imagined,
thanks to the hard work of refugees and volunteers.
They have built structures out of wood and tarpaulins,
including a library, a school room and an information
centre, as well as small huts for the most vulnerable.  But
many are still relying on flimsy tents to live in and
everything is really fragile. 

While we were there, the wind and rain were horrendous,
tents were flying all over the place and the roof was being
blown off the library.  With so many people relying on
candles for light, fires are frequent and very damaging:
40 homes were destroyed by fire on the last night we
were there.

As long as there is no political will amongst governments
to resolve the situation, the need for aid will be ongoing.
The volunteer organisation we worked with is currently
appealing for donations of food and cash to feed the few
thousand people in the camps at Calais and Dunkirk.  

We will certainly be going back. We still have donations
to take over that wouldn’t fit in the van first time around
and money that we have collected to fund future aid
trips.”

For the full story of Fran and Stuart’s trip read
the blog, pitsmoorcalais.wordpress.com.  To
donate to the Calais kitchens appeal, go to
www.youcaring.com/refugees-in-the-calais-
refugee-camp-492878.

Festival in Pitsmoor for 2016?

What happened to Abbeyfield Park multicultural festival in 2015?  The first
multicultural festival was organised by Panni Loh and Green City Action in
1999.  It was such a great success that it became an annual event, with the
local community taking over the running of the festival in 2008. In 2014
there was a fantastic, two day mega-festival to celebrate the Tour de
France.  Then in 2015... nothing.  

There have been wonderful traditions at the festival: Betty’s tea stall, tasty
spicy food stalls, local musicians and dancers (particularly the Yemeni
men).  Held in July, it can be a wondrous, chilled special day spent
meeting friends and neighbours. Though not always - in 2007 it was
cancelled because of the floods, and moved to September, and in 2005 a
bomb scare meant the park had to be cleared. 

Going further back to the early 1990s, the parents group at the Abbeyfield
Park Playground Campaign organised three summer fairs in the park, with
a brass band, bouncy castle and ice creams; the famous and popular
tombola, donkey rides and face painting. There was also a Pitsmoor
Festival in the early 1980s, organised by local people, in my recollection
just some music and a few stalls on a sunny day.

I found evidence of even older events on the Pitsmoorians of the past
Facebook page.  Jim Jones remembered going with the Andover Street
church on the Whitsun walks to Firth Park from Pitsmoor in the 1950s and
60s, with all the churches and Sunday schools behind banners with bands.

This history of local people from different cultures and community/faith
organisations getting together to organise festivals should be celebrated!
All that hard work and effort has helped bring people together and
installed a sense of community pride. So maybe we need a new Pitsmoor
Summer festival? Should it be smaller, bigger, different? What do you
think? 

Clare Burnell 

The Messenger replies:

In recent years Abbeyfield Festival has usually been organised by a
committee of local volunteers.  If any Messenger readers would like to be
involved with making a festival happen in 2016 please get in touch via
mail@burngreavemessenger.org - hopefully enough people will come
forward to form a Festival Committee!

Spital Hill art -

love it or hate it?
Story & photo:Amy Palmer

The long awaited
sculptures have finally
arrived outside the
Vestry Hall and
Caborn’s Corner. The
giant knots by artist
Michael Johnson have
caused quite a stir.

The sculptures are made
from stainless steel and were
funded through planning
agreements with Tesco and
Arches Housing. Councillor

Jackie Drayton spoke highly of the
artworks, saying:

“The knots are there to remind us
never to forget the past with the
threads leading us on to our
ambition for the future - building a

vibrant and welcoming community, and
Spital Hill continues to be an exciting
place to live, work, visit, shop and eat.” 

Customers at nearby shop Aden Corner,
however, had mixed opinions. One
expressed his gratitude for all the hard
work the Council has put into Spital Hill
and Ellesmere Green, but another greatly
disliked them, saying simply, “They’re too
big.”

Others who have spoken to the
Messenger have expressed concern that
money is being spent on public art at a
time of so many service cuts. 

What do you think? Let us know by
tweeting or writing to the
Messenger, or comment on our
Facebook page.
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Zero budget,

infinite

possibilities 
Story: Edgar Lowman 

Cheap Thrills Film Festival is in its
fifth year and has grown rapidly
thanks to Martin Currie, a
Burngreave resident of 20 years. It
began in 2011, after Martin’s team
won the short film competition
‘2Weeks 2Make It’. 

His team so enjoyed their creative efforts
that they decided to use the prize money
to make more videos. However the
majority of the ideas they came up with
were for short films, locally shot and set
in the present day. They found that they
did not need a great deal of financial
backing, and so ‘Cheap Thrills’ became
the driving philosophy. As Martin
explained, “We take the zero budget
philosophy seriously, not paying for or
charging for anything. We even give away
the popcorn.”

He went on, “I called it a festival as a
joke, Sheffield being home to so many
very serious and important film fests. We
are local, hand-crafted, not at all serious,
and very, very unimportant.”  They
screened the shorts in the unassuming
chapel within Burngreave Cemetery. The
reception from spectators was
overwhelmingly positive and subsequent
events have only been more rewarding. 

Each year a small team of hard workers
bring the show together. “Janet Currie
and Clare Burnell do a lot of preparatory
work and try to interest Sheffield’s
sometimes lazy press with a genuinely
positive Burngreave story. Steve Pool
provides constant support and essential
technical rig, and Peter Applerock has
been with us from the start.”

While the festival has in the past received
a small number of entries from overseas,
this year it was deluged with over 320
internationally-made films spanning 42
countries. While it’s positive to have the
message of Cheap Thrills spread so far,
films from local residents take priority,
and he “intends to run an event later in
the year, showcasing some more of these
wonderful films”. Although with such a
mass of creative talent, he tells me he’d
like to “have a little nap first”.

For the 2015 event I arrived at the
cemetery early, while volunteers were still
busy setting up decorations and
refreshments. I was greeted by a large
paper fox, lit from the inside to
wonderfully contrast with the
approaching dusk. Various other animals
had also been brought to life in lantern
form by Burngreave artist Patrick Amber,
and hung around the chapel to
complement the high ceilinged 1860s
architecture, softening the contrast of
bright screen to blackened surroundings.
It was a marvellous scene.

I just managed to find space on a pew,
next to a couple who had travelled from
London for the event. There was a mix of

short films - some animated, some live
action, all showing ingenuity in
overcoming the lack of budget. A
favourite of mine was a simple live film,
shot in the maker’s garden, where the
ordinarily unexciting movements of snails
were given life through the sounds of
hooting steam trains and the clatter of
wheels on tracks as they sped past one
another. Comedy ensued as a particularly
large snail chuffed through the frame
with a low honk, straight over another.
This was one of the highlights for me,
with the audience thoroughly entertained
by such a simple film. A zero budget film
could produce as much laughter from the
crowd as a big budget movie.

The whole evening really showcased the
Burngreave community at its best,
bringing the occasion to fruition simply
for the fun of it. With artists, filmmakers
and volunteers all playing equally
important roles, it’s just one example of
the area’s progress in the right direction.
It’s heartening to see such a diverse
population coming together as a creative
collective for a night of cheap thrills.

Messenger collaborates

with Now Then magazine
Edgar’s article, a version of which appears above,
originally grew out of a collaboration between the
Burngreave Messenger and Now Then, the free
Sheffield arts magazine.  

As a long-standing Messenger volunteer, Edgar was encouraged
to share some of his positive experiences of writing about
Burngreave with a wider Sheffield audience.  

He told us:

“I really enjoyed writing this article, and speaking with some
wonderful characters in the process of doing so. Martin himself

is an inspirational pillar of the Burngreave community, with one
major project after another being brought to life by his ambition:
Cheap Thrills, TEDx Pitsmoor, Raygun consultancy, who knows
what may be next?

“Sam, Editor of Now Then, was very supportive of my vision for
the article, and helped me to realise Burngreave’s spirit for a
broader Sheffield readership. Hopefully this is a step in the right
direction for us to shake our somewhat rough reputation as an
area, and I would urge any writers,
artists, singers, and creative Pitsmoor
residents to really put themselves out
there like this to get their names known.

“Burngreave is a concentrated area of
wonderful and creative individuals, and if
one of them is you, get out there and show
it!”
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Next deadline:

15th March.

Issue
published:
2nd April.

Advertise in
the Messenger
Discounted rates for
Burngreave businesses and

organisations.

To find out more,

contact the Messenger on

(0114) 242 0564

Or email us at

mail@burngreavemessenger.org


