
Last year we had a fabulous 
(although incredibly wet) 
Hullabaloo in Abbeyfield Park and 
this year the Messenger would 
like to support local people and 
organisations to get involved again. 

We can provide help with funding 
applications, paperwork and many 
resources gathered together last 

year but need your time and 
enthusiasm to make it happen. We 
are particularly looking for a group 
or organisation to lead the fun. 

If you would like to get  
involved, please email 
amy@burngreavemessenger.org 
or call the office on 0114 242 0564.

Sign the petition
On Wednesday 11th January a young girl aged 10 
years was knocked down on the zebra crossing near St 
Catherine’s school, the car hit her and sped away. Luckily 
his registration was taken and he has since been arrested 
and interviewed by the police. The young girl was badly 
shaken and bruised. Her arm is in a sling but I feel the 
trauma she suffered will take longer to get over. 

The zebra crossing was installed in December 2010 after 
a successful campaign by local residents. Zig zag lines 
either side warn people not to park but unfortunately not 
everyone observes these safety measures. 

I have been organising a petition asking for signs stating 
”SLOW DOWN CHILDREN CROSSING” and a warden at the 
crossing on school days. 

The Police would like to speak to anyone who witnessed 
the incident. If you have any information, Telephone 101 
and ask to speak to PC 1285 Dave Culshaw at Ecclesfield 
Police Station giving the Incident number 254 of 11th 
January 2017.

In the interests of child safety, I would ask everyone to 
please sign the petition either online or on the paper 

copies circulating the area. Get all your family, friends and 
relatives to sign the petition. There are too many of these 
incidents happening across the city. We need the law 
enforcing to put a stop to this madness where children’s 
lives are at stake. 

Please especially take care during the ongoing roadworks 
as there are extra barriers to visibility on the roadside.

A link to the petition can be found at 
http://tinyurl.com/hn29zxz 

Hit and run on Firshill Crescent
Story and photo by Pauline West
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Your summer festival challenge
Photo by Clare Burnell
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The Burngreave Messenger is 
a community newspaper with 
editorial independence, funded by 
advertising and the Big Lottery.

Registered Charity: 1130836

All content is copyright Burngreave 
Messenger Ltd or its voluntary 
contributors.

This issue’s team: Shuna Beckett, 
Fran Belbin, Diana Cozma, Saleema 
Imam, Graham Jones, Jamie 
Marriott, John Mellor, Tim Neal and 
Amy Palmer.

For our April issue we will be 
launching a new business themed 
network and would like to invite 
local businesses who are interested 
in networking or attending the free 
advert desgin training that will take 
place in March to contact us on the 
details below. 

Before that we have a March issue 
coming out as we will be producing 
eight issues of the paper this year.

Messenger info

Next deadline: 28th February
Issue published: 18th March

Burngreave Messenger Ltd.
Abbeyfield Park House 
Abbeyfield Road, 
Sheffield S4 7AT

Tel: (0114) 242 0564

mail@burngreavemessenger.org 
www.burngreavemessenger.org

Follow us @TheBMessenger

www.facebook.com/
burngreavemessenger

Food, films, fun and ‘fank yous!’ 
Story by Osama Maghder Montfort | Photo by James Woollen 

On 21st January, the Messenger held its biannual volunteer event at Abbeyfield 
Park House. 

The event started at 2pm and brought together some of our volunteers, new and 
old, to strengthen ties, inform about new courses, gather ideas about how to 
celebrate volunteers’ contributions, and eat cake and drink coffee and tea! 

Later on Burngreave Messenger volunteers joined Green City Action after their 
AGM meeting, to watch the film ‘Project Wild Thing.’ The film aimed to bring 
people back to nature whether out in the wild or in the city itself, and was enjoyed 
by everyone. The event finished at 5pm after a lot of food and fun. 

Another dog attack
Story by Graham Jones

In early January, while a walk on waste land near Lyons Street, a man and his 
dog were reportedly attacked by a pit bull and an akita. There were no dog 
owners in sight and the man and his dog were both injured and needed medical 
treatment.  

Temporary Sergeant of the Status Dog Team, Matthew Duffy told the Messenger: 
“We have had a couple of serious bites in the Burngreave area, which have been 
thoroughly investigated by the Status Dogs Unit. We have seized numerous dogs 
of the banned breeds, issued Community Protection Notice warning letters and 
delivered training to all local officers.”

If you wish to report a stray dog, contact the council on 0114 203 7410.
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A new perspective on Sheffield?
Story by Kate Sheldrick | Photo by Jenni Smithson

Sheffield buildings are big aren’t 
they? Huge even, like Park Hill 
Flats. To Lee Smithson however, 
they are the inspiration to create 
detailed miniature models.

Lee started small as a child adapting 
his toys, but his love of a challenge led 
him to create his own miniatures. 
His father-in-law, Graham Jones of 
Scott Road, told me Lee’s model of 
their house was a lovely surprise, 
“so detailed, down to the net 
curtains, and the railings outside the 
house. Lee is such a craftsman.” 

Lee has also made a model of the 
Shepherd Wheel knife-grinding 

workshop, currently on show 
at Weston Park Museum. Lee 
explained his greatest achievement 
in miniature is Park Hill Flats 
because of the detail and all the 
interest everyone has shown. He 
added that getting the Shepherd 
Wheel to work made him happy! 

Lee’s family are very encouraging 
of his hobby, Graham told the 
Messenger, “Lee is a quiet, 
unassuming, modest man, and we 
are incredibly proud of him.”

For more information or to 
commission a model visit 
www.sheffieldminiatures.co.uk

Feeling Good with funding
Story by Fatima Barma | Photo by Cherifa Zaida

On 10th January it was announced that the Feeling Good 
on Verdon Street project was an Aviva Community Fund 
winner! This funding will allow the project to continue for 
an extra month. Project Coordinator Aislinn Adams said, 

“This is excellent news and all the ladies were are so happy 
and proud we won the funding.  We are so thankful for 
everyone voting for us.”

Burngreave Tenants and Residents Association runs the 
project, which is sponsored by the Big Lottery Fund, with 
the aim of promoting community integration amongst 

women. According to Aislinn the project was organised for 
women in the community to feel empowered, to practise 
their English and to engage in different activities such as 
Zumba, basketball, and cooking classes. 

I attended a bring and share party on 14th December and 
took the opportunity to speak to some of the women 
about what the project means to them. 

Rosa said:

“I learnt a lot of different activities like knitting and I have 
also improved my English.”

Zara said:

“These events help me reduce stress, meet different 
people, have fun and become more confident.”

The project runs Wednesdays in term time at Verdon 
Recreation Centre. Activities include badminton from 9.30 
to 10am (free), Zumba from 10 to 11.45am (£1.50) and 
coffee morning with crafts 10 to 12 noon (free). 

The next free Cook and Eat sessions will run at the Furnival 
from 10.30am to 12.30pm on Thursday 2nd February and 
Thursday 2nd March. 
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Burngreave trees condemned
Story and photos by Sam Vines-Stancill

The results are in from the council consultation that asked  
some Pitsmoor and Upper Crabtree residents whether 
they agree with the proposal to cut down certain roadside 
trees. Of the 31 consultations, enough objections were 
raised on eleven roads for the condemned trees to go to 
an Independent Tree Panel or ITP. These roads include 
Malton Street and Blayton Road, Firshill Avenue and 
Cannon Hall Road. 

The Independent Tree Council is made up of five members, 
each with a different speciality. The chair of the panel, 
Andy Buck, is the chief executive of Sheffield Citizens 
Advice, an independent group. The other members include 
an arboriculture consultant, a road safety consultant, and 
a member of a disability charity. These people will review 
each tree that has been referred to them to check whether 
the trees can be allowed to remain. 

At risk and condemned trees can be identified by a 
yellow ribbon tied around them by members of the Save 
Burngreave and Pitsmoor Trees group. 

The Burngreave Messenger asked residents for their 
opinions. Majid of Abbeyfield Road said:

“I don’t know of anyone that wants to get rid of them”. 

Simon, also from Abbeyfield Road, had strong thoughts on 
the subject:

“Trees are what make Sheffield such a beautiful city … 
Leave them alone, basically”

Not everyone is sad to see the trees go, however. Juan 
from Cannon Hall Road thinks we have enough trees as it is. 

“There is one behind you, one over there, two over there … 
Sometimes the council doesn’t take care of them.” 

On nearby Goddard Hall Road, Zaheer says that the leaves 
cause problems on the roads, and the roots damage the 
drains. 

“It’s a shame because some of these are old trees, but 
sometimes it has to be done.”

Consultation results:
The results of the consultation on the removal of mature 
trees from local streets varied widely. 

On Goddard Hall Road there was total agreement from 
respondents that the trees should come down whereas in 
Blayton, Pexton and Skipton Road (parts of the so-called 

‘Scott Road Triangle’) support for keeping the trees was very 
strong. 

However, in such a controversial matter, it is surprising that 
on average only eleven per cent of all households who had 
been asked logged on to fill out their consultation.

For more information on the council tree strategy visit 
https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/in-your-area/report_request/
trees/5-year-tree-management-strategy.html

Or if you would like to get involved in the campaign 
to protect trees at risk visit ‘Save the Burngreave and 
Pitsmoor Trees’ on Facebook

M
ap data ©

 2017 Google

•  Trees to be felled  Trees referred to ITP
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A man wearing a high-vis coat, tricked his way into homes 
intending to rob them. He succeeded on one known 
occasion.

These “distraction burglars” pretend to be from a utility 
company, or “council” using fake ID or distinctive clothing 
and demand entry to the victim’s home. They may try to go 
upstairs “to check the water pressure” or send the victim to 
the kitchen while they loot valuables elsewhere. 

One victim in her nineties told me that an intruder had said 
he had turned off the gas and needed to go upstairs. She 
was not robbed but was distressed by this attempt.

Police advise not to open the door to any unknown person 
and protect yourself.

• Lock your back door and close windows before 
answering the door

• Check the caller using a spy hole and chain before you 
answer

• Ask to see the caller’s ID, even if they have made 
an appointment to see you, and call their company 
yourself (not on a number they provide) 

• Never leave the door open and unattended 

• Call 0800 33 66 99 to set up a password for gas 
and electricity staff to use when they call or check 
someone’s identity 

If a crime is taking place, call 999. To report suspicious 
activity, call the police on 101. 

A very special donation from Pitsmoor to Athens
Story by Patrick Amber | Photo by Robin at Khora, Athens

Over 50,000 people are stranded in Athens having 
fled their homes in Syria and Afghanistan, heading for 
northern Europe.

Last year my housemate Naomi returned from Athens 
having spent three months setting up internet in refugee 
centres and some of the squats. Naomi told me that the 
kids would appreciate my puppet making activities. I set 
up a crowdfunding page to raise £500 and posted it on 
Facebook. In just 24 hours I’d reached half my target, in a 
month I’d raised £800. Friends encouraged, supported and 
enabled me to hop on a plane and spread some joy.

Three months later and I’m still in Athens, and what an 
experience it continues to be. I must admit, I didn’t really 
know what I was walking into. How could I, who only spoke 
English, be of any use making puppets with displaced 
children? Yes, they can run wild and language is often an 
obstacle, but working with kids is wonderful. 

Shadow puppet making and painting projects are fantastic! 
Creative activities cross the language barriers. Projects 
that cost nothing, wherever possible, are the way forward: 
collecting card from the street, using donated tester 
paints, combining resourceful imaginations and collective 
collaborations. In one squat we painted a fantastic Greek 
myth-themed mural with the children and made a dancing 
dog from cardboard boxes. 

At Khora community centre for refugees, we made our 
own puppet screen and put on shows to busy audiences. 

City Plaza hotel now houses 400 refugees; Ellinko camp is 
home to 4000. Walking into these places with a sheet, a 
lamp, some scraps of card and a few pairs of scissors seems 
ludicrous, but gather a few kids together and start drawing 
a bird or a horse and, before long, funny drawings appear, 
and children are happily engrossed and playing freely. 

The other volunteers working here are making an 
incredible difference to this overwhelming situation. I’ve 
teamed up with others which has made the work more 
manageable and efficient and fun. There are loads of 
people in Sheffield self-organising, crowdfunding, putting 
their heads and hearts together and making a difference 
to people’s lives when they need it most. I encourage you 
to be one of those people. Be the change you want to see 
- but be ready also for profound life affirming experiences 
yourself!

To see more, please visit my blog at patrickamber.co.uk

Distraction burglaries
Story by Graham Jones
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Scott Road Triangle on crime
Story by Gareth Coleman | Photo by Graham Jones

We had a small but perfectly formed meeting on 11th 
January - we had a last minute change of venue: apologies 
to anyone who missed us! Local officer Richard Millns 
from South Yorkshire Police and Martin Owens from 
Superfast South Yorkshire attended.

The police shared a map of all the incidents in our area 
over the last month. £1.5 million worth of drugs were 
seized in Burngreave and crimes have significantly reduced 
following Operation Duxford. There are fewer off-road bike 
incidents too. Richard emphasised that 101 calls are vital in 
planning operations and allocating resources.

Our next meeting is on 8th March at St. Peters Church, 
Lyons Street at 6.30pm and our regular litter pick is on  
11th and 12th March.

Burngreave supports refugees
Story by Carrie Hedderwick | Photo by Fran Belbin

The violent wars in Syria, Libya, 
Iraq, Afghanistan and several 
other Middle Eastern and African 
countries have given rise to huge 
numbers of refugees, many of 
whom have ended up in squalid 
camps on the French coast, in 
Greece and in neighbouring 
countries to the war torn areas. 
UK government policy has been 
inadequate and inhumane but the 
responses of ordinary people to 
this humanitarian crisis have been 
heartwarming and Sheffield has 
been playing its part.  

Local resident Fran Belbin made 
several visits to the Calais camp 
with fellow activists before it 
was demolished by the French 
authorities and is now involved with 
setting up a Burngreave base for 
collecting donations for refugees in 
France, Greece and Syria. Refugees 
from the Calais camp have been 
dispersed to many small unofficial 
camps as well as accommodation 
centres run by the French 
government. With winter upon us 
there is a desperate need for warm 
clothing, blankets, tents and food.

At the donations centre volunteers 
are involved with sorting and 
packing donated items to send out 
to where they are most needed.  
Although it has only been open for a 
couple of weeks, Fran says: 

“About 20 folk from Burngreave 
have already come forward to 
help and the bags of donated 
items are piling up nicely!”  

One of the volunteers, Caroline 
Norman, teaches English to 
speakers of other languages, and is 

very proud of her ESOL class who 
decided to work together to donate 
a large number of warm blankets.  
As Caroline said, “It is usually those 
who have the least who give the 
most.”

If you could spare some time 
to help out once or twice a 
week, contact Fran fran@
burngreavemessenger.org, call 
07958 559 088 or join the Facebook 
group Sheffield Donations for 
Refugees.

If you would like to donate items, 
the group is in the process of 
setting up collection points around 
the area. Items can be dropped in 
to Pitsmoor Adventure Playground 
and more collection points will be 
announced soon. Most needed are 
tents, blankets, adult male clothes 
in small and medium sizes, socks, 
gloves and trainers. All items are 
welcome however, as whatever 
is not useful in the camps will 
be donated to people in need in 
Sheffield, or sold to raise funds for 
transporting the donations.
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Shopping done differently
Story and photos by Carrie Hedderwick

The Sharehouse Market in 
Burngreave opened its doors 
on Christmas Eve, and a steady 
stream of customers snapped up 
the products for the following two 
weeks. 

The market is part of the Real 
Junk Food Project Sheffield, which 
saves good products from going to 
landfill. Shoppers can fill two bags 
and pay what they feel. If someone 
is unable to pay, they can volunteer 
in exchange. 

The project liaises with local food 
banks is not just for people in need. 
Food comes straight from the 
supermarkets and is sorted in the 
storeroom by volunteers. 

Over at the Steeple Corner Café 
in S2 good, meals made up from 
‘intercepted food’ are served from 
Tuesday to Saturday from 10am 
to 4pm.  The team run the project 
with the aim of challenging people’s  
thinking about – 1) food waste 2) 
the value of food and 3) how you 
build community. ‘Fuel for school’ is 
part of the scheme getting children 
interested in food production - what 
ends up on the table or and what 
goes to landfill.

Alice Johnson, who has a degree 
in Public Health and International 
Development and is employed by 
the project explained that these 
Sheffield projects are partner 
members of The Real Junk Food 
Project charity in Leeds. The 

Sheffield project is an exciting and 
expanding enterprise that links food 
producers, retailers and consumers 
together with a positive, community 
focus.

The Sharehouse Market is currently 
open Wednesdays 5 to 7pm and 
Sundays 2 to 4pm at 49 Carlisle 
Street, S4 7LJ.

On your bike
Story and photo by Sam Vines-Stancill

Burngreave women from all 
backgrounds are learning to ride 
a bicycle for the first time with 
Dave Brennan of Pedal Ready. The 
free, friendly sessions are held in 
Abbeyfield Park on Fridays. 

Dave is passionate about the 
benefits of cycling, and thinks that 
those who didn’t learn as children 
should start now, though it may 

seem harder and says, “As adults, 
we avoid failure. The ladies are 
brave to come out to learn to ride”.

Cyclist Hazel says, “I was nervous. 
I was afraid of using the brakes 
because I thought I would go over 
the handlebars”. Hazel says this 
while confidently cycling speedy 
circles. 

Pedal Ready aims to assist in all 
areas of cycling, from learning to 
ride to providing advice on how to 
buy a bicycle. Dave has been there 
since it was founded nine years ago, 
in which time he has taught some 

seventy to eighty women how to 
ride a bike. 

One participant we interviewed 
said, “Without Dave’s patience 
and encouragement I might have 
given up”. She also explained that 
cycling can be considered taboo for 
Muslim women, but considers the 
sessions in Abbeyfield Park to be a 
safe environment, and good for the 
mind and body.

“The exercise is like recharging the 
batteries, so you can go back to 
work, or face the world.”

Sessions are held from 9 to 10.30am 
on Fridays outside Abbeyfield Park 
House community room. Don’t 
worry if you don’t have your own 
bicycle as there are plenty available 
to borrow for the session.
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George & Brian Learning to read music by Edgar Lowman

Brian, I want to learn 
to read music Why’s 

that?

Because I keep 
pronouncing it as mussick

Makar Sankranti 
Story by Debjani Chatterjee | Photo by Debjani Chatterjee

Sheffield’s Hindus celebrated Makar Sankranti at the 
Hindu Samaj Centre in Burngreave on Saturday 14th 
January. This seasonal and religious festival, held about 
21 days after the winter solstice, marks the start of the 
harvest season. The festival food was sponsored by 
Anisha Singh and other Hindu Samaj members.

Traditional activities during Makar Sankranti include taking 
holy dips in ponds, rivers and seas; kite flying; enjoying 
family reunions; eating seasonal vegetables and special 
sweets, e.g. jaggery and sesame seed sweets; honouring 
cattle and other animals; and worshipping. The day is 
dedicated to Surya the Sun God, and Makar Sankranti is 
one of only a few Hindu festivals to use the solar calendar.

It is celebrated under different names and in slightly 
different ways in various Indian states, as well as some 
other Asian lands. For instance, in Rajasthan it is called 
Makar Sakrat, in Gujarat it is Uttarayan, in Tamil Nadu 
and Sri Lanka it is Pongal, in West Bengal and Bangladesh 

it is Poush Sangkranti, in Kashmir it is Shishur Saenkraat, 
in Nepal it is Maghe Sankranti, in Thailand it is Songkran, 
in Myanmar it is Thingyan and in Cambodia it is Moha 
Sangkran.

Richard 
Hanson photo 
competition
The winner of last issue’s ‘learning’ 
photo contest is Cameron Gregory, 
with his picture of coloured pencils. 

Dekhra Al-afif is our runner up, 
with a picture, taken in Egypt, of 
hieroglyphics on a tombstone.

Next time we’re looking for photos 
on the theme of ‘topsy-turvy’.

Some Sheffield Hindus at Makar Sankranti.

To enter the competition, please 
email high quality images to 
mail@burngreavemessenger.org



Women`s Chronic Pain Groups
• Sorby House, Spital Hill 

Tuesdays at 12.30-2.30pm 
7th February and 7th March

• St Cuthbert`s Church, Fir Vale 
Tuesdays 12.30-2.30pm 
14th February and 14th March

£1.50 contribution 
towards room hire. 

This is an opportunity for those who 
suffer from pain to socialize with like-minded people and 
gain new skills to self-manage pain. Including workshops 
around pain management, relaxation, massages and 
meditation. Translators are available.

This is a monthly service, everyone is welcome. The 
sessions are delivered by our volunteer development 
worker and supported by volunteers. 

Note this service is no longer a walk in service. Please 
contact your doctor for a referral or Somshun Nessa.

Men`s Taster Sessions
• Sorby House, Spital Hill 

Tuesdays 12.30-2.30pm 
21st February and 21st March

Page sponsored by Sheffield City Council’s 
Healthy Communities Programme

Community Wellbeing Programme Group Dates

For all activities contact Somshun Nessa
Telephone: 0114 213 2591

Email: somshun.nessa@soarcommunity.org.uk

Feeling Good Project 
Wednesdays 10.30am-12.30pm 
Verdon Recreation Centre

Please contact Aislinn Adams 
on 07432 805 847

Women-only Support Group 
• St Cuthbert`s Church, Fir Vale.

• Mondays 10.00 - 12.00pm

• 6th and 20th February, 6th and 20th March

This is a small group designed for women who have some 
form of hardship in their lives, and as a result of this suffer 
from low mood, isolation and low self-esteem. 

Come and talk to like-minded people, forget about the past 
and have fun.

In previous sessions we have baked cakes and cookies, 
discussed stress and anxiety and made stress balls and 
lavender bags in partnership with other organisations.

The group has decided that in future sessions we will 
explore confidence building, healthy cooking and looking 
at training opportunities.

This session is no longer a walk in service you may be 
referred by your local GP, or call course leader Somshun 
Nessa for further information. 

This group is delivered and supported by Somshun and the 
volunteer Shafaz.

New volunteering opportunity available!
If anyone is interested in giving a 
couple hours of their precious time 
to help run existing groups or even 
set up new groups, please get in 
touch with myself, Somshun Nessa 
(contact details below). 

This is a great opportunity to meet 
new people, learn new skills and 
put something back into your 
community. It’s also a great way to 

strengthen job applications.  

All training and travel expenses will 
be provided.

Somshun Nessa
Volunteer Development Worker
Sorby House, 42 Spital Hill,
Sheffield, S4 7LG

Telephone: 0114 213 2591 Free ‘Cook and Eat’ 
sessions 
Thursdays 10.30am-12.30pm 
The Furnival on Verdon Street

Please contact Aislinn Adams 
on 07432 805 847
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I came to Sheffield in 2002. I spoke a little bit of English and 
did not have any skills to get a job. My life was very boring 
and lacked social relationships. Therefore I went to college 
and enrolled for two courses in English language and maths 
because I wanted to improve my literacy and numeracy.

While I was studying I got a part time security job and 
when I finished my courses I decided I wanted to do 
professional advancement, but this course needed a much 
higher level of English and an academic English test. 

Another student and I arranged a private tutor and I passed 
my English exam at Sheffield Hallam University. Then I was 
able to start a business course at the Open University. 

I have also studied for many other courses such as 
accounting, phone repairing, and community journalism. 
Studying has helped me get a better security job - now I 
work in the office rather than doing patrols. I manage my 
life independently, participate in my community and enjoy 
my life. I have more social relationships. 

For me, learning English was the key.

Farhaan Warsame

Recently I did a residential course at 
the Northern College. I had to stay 

there for two weeks, but was able to 
return home at the weekends.

The Northern College is based in an old country house, with 
magnificent wooden carvings on the staircases, the kind of 
place people often pay to visit. Superb meals were provided 
too, much better quality than the average school dinner, 
and for most of us it was free. We spent all day in class, but 
at night we could visit the on-site pub.

Once the two weeks were up we all returned home and 
wrote up reports about the course, complete with footnotes, 
references and a bibliography, which we handed in to the 
college a couple of months later. Overall, it was an enjoyable 
change from my usual routine and educational too.

More recently, I’ve been to a creative writing group run by 
the WEA, which met at Burngreave Library. All the group 
members were keen amateur authors, so it was interesting 
to compare notes with them.

The tutor gave us various five minute exercises to do, such 
as writing a short story beginning with a sentence the tutor 
gave us. When the time was up, everyone read out what 
they’d written, then discussed each other’s work.

Rob Shaw

I am 64 and left school in 1968 with 
no qualifications. I was married with 
a child at 18 and had three children 
by the time I was 27. I have volunteered in 
different roles since I was 13 and have worked all my life in 
a variety of jobs. 

I never thought myself  to be a good learner and as a 
poor speller it was one of many things that affected my 
confidence. When I was 42  Ann Jones, Project Worker for 
Healthy Cross on Parson Cross, encouraged me to do a four 
night community course at Northern College. This woke 
up my desire to learn. I became a community worker in 
1997. In 1998 I did an NVQ Level One course in Community 
Development and was thrilled to get my certificate.

In 2004, aged 52, I was accepted into training as an 
evangelist, and in 2007 graduated from college with 
a Foundation Degree in Theology and Ministry. All the 
learning (formal and informal) I have undertaken has been 
life changing and life enriching for me, and I have met 
some fantastic people because of it. 

Fear of failure held me back for many years and I never 
thought I was good enough to do what I did. Don’t let fear 
stop you from having a go at learning. There are many 
amazing teachers of adults out there, give it a go and just 
amaze yourself.

Yvonne Hayes

At 27, as a single parent of two small children I decided to 
return to education. Through the Notts Women’s Training 
Scheme in Worksop and the encouragement of Rose 
Ardron, I decided to become a plumber.

Condensing the three year City and Guilds course into two 
years, I accepted an apprenticeship, and ultimately a job, 
from Sheffield City Council and moved here.

Eventually I ran my own plumbing business here and in 
Kent, which ultimately led to a job teaching plumbing in 
a men’s prison. That meant college again and a teacher 
training course. 

The most satisfying thing I have ever done has been 
teaching prisoners plumbing and giving them hope of 
genuine rehabilitation and a potential career.  

None of that would have happened without adult 
education opportunities.

Ange Droz

My adult learning 
experience
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What learning English means to me
Artwork & contributions by Abbas, Simret, Rizwana, Nadia, Farhan, Acha, Warda, Zumira, Yasmin, Maria, Rina, Shareen and Saleh

Freedom. Adult learning 
means everything to me. 
It is helping me to become 
confident as I am proud of 
myself today. In this country 
English is part of the life style 
and routine, because without 
English you’ll feel like an 
estranged person, like a child 
and ashamed. 
Acha

I am taking ESOL classes on 
Friday. One section is on the 
computer and my teachers 
are helping me to find a job. 
Now I have started a work 
programme in the Jobcentre. 
They will help me to find jobs. 
I hope I will get a job quickly. 
I am taking English classes as 
well to speak English very well. 
The English language will help 
me to apply for a job myself, 
and when I get a job I will feel 
confident, richer and happier. 
Nadia

Adult learning helps us to understand others. That is very 
important to our life - to communicate with others to build 
information channels. Then we will integrate with the 
community. We will become active, useful and helpful. We 
can give back what we think is right. Additionally we learn 
the rule of law and we learn how to respect different cultures 
and religions. Finally, we know our rights - that means not just 
taking, but giving other people their rights too.

The big advantage of adult learning is to be 
independent, because without improving 
our English we will feel lonely, ashamed and 
estranged. However, by using English and 
practising in our everyday life, we can prevent 
hatred and racism as well. 
Saleh

I can go to university 
or get a job

I can go to 
the chemist

I can visit my GP alone
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English is so important. English may not be the most spoken 
language in the world but it is the official language in a large 
number of countries. Especially if I live in the UK I must learn 
English. If I learn English I can talk to other people and find 
a job easily. I can go shopping and make appointments that 
means I am independent. Rizwana Khurram

Learning English is very 
important to me, because if I 
don’t know English I don’t go 
out. I don’t go everywhere. 
To find a job is also very 
important to me. This is the 
first step to finding a job. 
Zamira

Rules of law. It is very 
important to know rules of 
this country, especially for 
us people who came from 
abroad. Because if you do not 
know or misunderstand about 
it, it is very difficult for you. 
Acha

Adult learning means to me the key to continuing my studies. 
By learning English I will be able to go to university and 
communicate with people who speak in English. In addition to 
that, adult learning is my opportunity to understand culture, 
beliefs and customs of the English community. Then I can feel 
more confident as a part of this country. 
Saleh

I think if you learn English you can have confidence and 
freedom because, you must communicate with other people. 
You need this in the UK. When you can communicate, you can 
find new friends and you are very happy. Also you can find a 
good job and you understand the rule of law about everything. 
Abbas

Happiness
Self-belief

Confidence

When I go shopping 
I can ask for things

I can travel independently

I have made new friends
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Educated in the ring
Story by Arsalan Othman | Photo by Bridget Ingle

Previously I was in the Messenger after winning gold at the British Universities 
Boxing Championships. Now I have another big achievement in that I have finally 
completed my degree in sports coaching. 

I am extremely flexible in what I do and prefer the ‘can do’ rather than the ‘can’t 
do’ approach and that’s how I maintained myself and completed my degree. I have 
written this poem to express how I feel towards boxing and the importance of 
education.

Boxing is always in the forefront of my thoughts, so went to Uni to study sports, 

Over hurdles and disruption, the perfect storm heads towards my boat,

X-ray astronomy to social economy, the content of cognition was taught, 

In the end, the greatest opponent was the pen that I fought,

Now I understand the educational punch, with what I got caught,

Go shopping for knowledge, educating the ring is what’s bought.

“We feed – we listen”
Story by Shuna Beckett

Fir Vale food bank at St Cuthbert’s 
church is a food bank with a 
difference. It brings members of 
the community together to interact, 
share and grow in confidence in a 
friendly, open and non-judgmental 
environment. It is not just 
somewhere to come and ‘get some 
food’, but somewhere to sit down 
and have a community meal.

Visitors can also have a free English 
lesson, advice from the Citizens 
Advice Bureau, and pick up some 
second hand clothes. Unlike other 
food banks who ask for referrals, 
anyone is welcome here - about 
fifty people attend the food bank at 
St Cuthbert’s each week. Linda, the 
church warden, said:

“We accept anyone. Anyone who’s 
hungry can come to us.”

Louise Collins, the former priest, 
started the food bank five years ago 
as a community partnership with 
St Cuthbert’s church. In summer 

2015 Monica Sutton took over as 
priest and now the food bank runs 
as part of Occupy Sheffield, using 
its ethos of equality. All decisions 
are made together at a weekly 
meeting, attended by twelve to 
twenty volunteers. There are roles 
for everyone: kitchen volunteers, 
welcomers, and others who mingle 
to provide a listening ear. Quite a 
few of the visitors have become 
volunteers themselves. 

Fir Vale food bank is part of the 
Sheffield Food Bank Network of 
fifteen churches receiving donations 
from other churches, UNISON, the 
Islamic Society of Britain, and from 
individuals. The volunteers were 
delighted to speak with us all and 
their positivity and passion for the 
project was infectious. 

Susan said: 

“It’s not about coming in and 
doing something, it’s not an 
intervention – it’s grassroots, it’s 
empowering people, it’s quite 
inspiring.”

The food bank runs every Thursday 
from 2-3pm at St Cuthbert’s church, 
Barnsley Road. If you would like to 
donate, please visit www.localgiving.
org/firvalefoodbank or just bring 
food donations to the church. If you 
are interested in volunteering, email 
firvalefoodbank@gmail.com or just 
turn up by 1pm on a Thursday. 

“Thanks to all my family, 
Brendan Ingle MBE (left) 
and staff at Sheffield Hallam 
University for their support.”
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Pitsmoor Health Walk has a new 
walk leader! Trevor, a retired 
bricklayer, has been coming to the 
group for a couple of years. Trevor 
has cancer himself and says that 
he feels fantastic to be “giving 
something back to the community.” 

He says that many people are not 
able to go to the gym and that 
walking is a relaxing, sociable, and 
less strenuous exercise. Trevor 
makes the team walks enjoyable 
and keeps the walkers safe.

Walker David said, “It’s wonderful 
to meet, socialise and exercise with 
company.”

The group is part of ‘Step Out 
Sheffield’, part of national 
programme, ‘Walking for Health,’ 
which is completely volunteer-
led and self-managed, having lost 

its full-time workers. It has been 
nominated for an award from ‘The 
Ramblers’ association, and last year 
came highly recommended for two 
Voluntary Action Sheffield awards. 

Pitsmoor Health Walks has two 
sorts of walks led by trained 

volunteer leaders: Strollers and 
Striders. Strollers, who are generally 
more elderly or disabled, walk 
between 10 to 30 minutes in nearby 
Abbeyfield Park (“You go as fast 
as the slowest man”). Striders 
walk for about an hour in various 
sites nearby such as Burngreave 
Cemetery, Osgathorpe Park, 
Parkwood Springs, Crabtree Ponds 
and Roe Woods. Sometimes they 
go further afield, like Abbeydale 
Industrial Hamlet.

Pitsmoor Health walkers meet at 
Pitsmoor Surgery, 151 Burngreave 
Road on Tuesdays, arriving at 
1.20pm to leave at 1.30pm. They 
are free and open to everyone. 

To find out more about 
this walk please visit www.
healthwalksinsheffield.btck.co.uk/
NorthWalks/Pitsmoor

Homework club is a hit with library users
Story by Laura Farah with support from Fran Belbin

I recently became a library volunteer to play a more active 
role within my local area, and had the idea of setting up 
a library based homework club for primary school aged 
children. It was a pleasure to get involved and work 
alongside a friendly, caring and talented team to develop 
a four week pilot project.

Twenty local children used online and paper based 
resources to practice their literacy and numeracy skills. The 
club was a big hit with parents and children, and was the 
most successful library-based homework club in the city 
according to volunteer libraries co-ordinator Darrel Porter.  
The Friends of Burngreave Library are now applying for 
funding to make the homework club a regular fixture.

With 25 volunteers now on board, the library is offering 
more activities including baby time, school sessions, a 
games club, an IT course, women’s group and conversation 
classes. Valentine’s Day craft sessions on 10th February will 
be a prelude to children’s activities over half-term week.

Funds are still needed and a coffee morning at Tesco in 
January raised over £80. On 16th February Burngreave 
Ward Labour Party and Unite Community are sponsoring a 
screening of Ken Loach’s film I, Daniel Blake at the library in 
exchange for donations to library funds.

To book to see I, Daniel Blake or to get more information 
about events and activities at Burngreave Library,  
call 0114 203 9002.

Leading the way
Story by Farhaan Warsame | Photo by Amy Palmer 
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You get time to relax or work while   
your child has fun, prepares for school   
and develops their speech and language.

It’s FREE and it does 
not affect your benefits!
*Eligibility criteria apply, see website for details

www.sheffield.gov.uk/freeearlylearning
Or contact your choice of nursery or childminder

2*, 3 & 4 
year olds 

DP19038

You can also call into your local Children’s Centre for more information 

     SheffieldChildrensCentres        
     @Sheffbumpto5      Tel: 0114 273 4567

FREE childcare
for
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Local ESOL teacher Schola Cashdan does more than help 
people learn in Sheffield, she is also busy fundraising for 
the Rainbow Learning Academy in Kenya. 

Staff and volunteers from the Messenger were lucky 
enough to attend one of Schola’s fundraisers back in 
November when her current and former adult students 
held a fundraising lunch. Schola teaches English as a second 
language so her students are ladies from many countries, 
which meant we got to try lots of food from around the 
world and the dishes filled the tables of the Abbeyfield 
House community room. 

The walls were decorated with posters and photographs 
of the Rainbow Learning Academy, which is a primary 
school with the motto ‘An early start, a bright future’. As I 
sat eating mainly puddings and sweet treats that I had not 
tried before I shared my pancakes with 7 year old Eyad and 
was reminded how lucky we are to have free education for 
everyone and so many good schools here in Burngreave. 

Schola organises many fundraising events each year and 
has recently visited to present the children with certificates 
at their school graduation. This year she has raised enough 
money to buy a school minibus. 

Playground to the Palace
Story by Patrick Meleady | Photo by Pitsmoor Adventure Playground

A group of North Sheffield, volunteers and staff including  
representatives from a project Exploring Utopia with 
Pitsmoor Adventure Playground and Tesco’s Community 
Champions, were commended for their work on a visit to 
the Palace of Westminster.

Gill Furniss, Brightside and Hillsborough MP, arranged their 
visit and said: 

“There are some fantastic projects being delivered in the 
North of Sheffield. It was great to be able to recognise 
our local champions.”

The group were welcomed by Paul Blomfield MP for 
Sheffield Central who said:

“It’s great to hear that money from carrier bags sold at 
Tesco helps fund a new climbing boulder at Pitsmoor 
Adventure Playground, fast becoming a beacon of 
excellence, delivering high quality services to children, 
families and communities.”

Rachel Liska, the Tesco Community Champion said:

“It’s been a great honour to be asked by Gill Furniss MP to 
come to the Palace of Westminster, in recognition of our 
ongoing support and partnership work in Sheffield. This 
is a core element of our Corporate Social Responsibilities 
and we will continue to invest in this wonderful, diverse 
area of the city. “

Patrick Meleady, Pitsmooor Adventure Playground’s 
manager, said:

“It was a privilege to be invited to Westminister in 
recognition of what we strive to do every day and to 
share with MPs our extensive work and its positive 
impact. We looked at how adventure playgrounds can be 
viewed as Utopian. You would get what we mean if you 
come down with your kids on a sunny afternoon.”

For more information contact lmeleady@btinternet.com 
or call  0756 309 766 

Schola’s scholars
Story and photo by Amy Palmer
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Thirteen people crowded into one 
of the office spaces at Abbeyfield 
House to discuss ideas for future 
use of the building on Tuesday 20th 
December. 

The current trustees of the charity 
set up as ‘Abbeyfield Community 
Heritage Hub’ provided some 
background information on the 
current status of the building and 
welcomed everyone’s interest 
in moving the project forward. 
Alongside the original plan to 
use the building as a base for 
celebrating local history and culture, 
there were many ideas and interests 
expressed. These included practical 
suggestions for improvements 
to lighting and storage, the 

introduction of a booking system 
for groups wanting to use the 
space, and new decoration for the 
entrance hall. 

Other ambitious ideas that will 
need further discussion such as 

a weekend café, an international 
bakery, and dedicated spaces for 
a crêche, arts workshops, and 
community education. Holding 
monthly events to open the house 
up to the whole community was 
also discussed.

This is just the start of what we 
hope will be the next stage in 
developing Abbeyfield House 
as a building to serve the local 
community. Over the next few 
months we will need help and 
support from local volunteers.

Further meetings are planned 
so please let us know if you are 
interested. Call Lyn Brandon on 
07876 550 465.

History group goes to town
Story and photo by Suzanne Bingham

The Burngreave Local History group have spent part of 
last year researching a subject of personal interest, to 
create a display that will tour around Sheffield. It has just 
held pride of place in the Central Library outside the local 
studies area. 

The ‘Digging Deep in the Cemetery’ display looks briefly 
at the history of the area now occupied by the cemetery 
from Roman times onwards, paying particular attention to 
mining activities. There is a ‘Digging Deep’ book available 
from Friends of Burngreave Cemetery who meet on 
Sundays at the old mortuary chapel.

A photography exhibit of the Crabtree area shows a 
personal collection of historic photos from the late 
Victorian times to mid-20th Century.

Although the former All Saints Church is now demolished 
this exhibition focusses on how and why it was created, 
the popularity of the church during its lifetime and what 
happened to lead to its closure. Another historic building is 
explored in a display on Sunderland Road bathhouse, which 
was created as result of rising concern about public health 

and cleanliness. This exhibition shows photographs, prices 
and facilities these baths had to offer.

Finally, a short history of Sheffield parks shows appreciation 
for Sheffield’s green spaces.  Graves Park – where children 
can go to see the farm animals, Norfolk Park - scene of 
military re-enactments, Hillsborough Park where the 
famous ‘Sheffield Star Walk’ used` to end, to name just 
three.

The display will soon be commencing a tour of public 
buildings in Burngreave. 

Exciting ideas for Abbeyfield House 
Story by Lyn Brandon
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Contact: 0114 203 7562
www.sheffield.gov.uk/northeast

Renewal work to roads and pavements gathering pace

Talib Hussain

0114 273 5380  

(Town Hall) 

talib.hussain@

sheffield.gov.uk

Surgery dates 

Talib Hussain runs surgeries 

on every third Thursday of the 

month at Pakistan Advice Centre 

(PACA), 127 Page Hall Road.

• Thursday 16th February, 

2pm – 3pm

• Thursday 16th March, 

2pm – 3pm 

Mark Jones

07500 764 202 

(Mobile) 

mark.jonescllr@

sheffield.gov.uk

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall) 

Jackie Drayton

0114 243 5388 

(Home) 

jackie.drayton@

sheffield.gov.uk

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall)

Surgery dates

Jackie Drayton runs surgeries on 

the third Saturday of the month 

at Burngreave Library, 

Sorby House, 42 Spital Hill.

• Saturday 11th February,  

11am - 12.15pm 

• Saturday 11th March,  

11am - 12.15pm

Burngreave Councillors and surgery dates

Surgery dates 

Councillor Mark Jones is now 

running surgeries on the third 

Tuesday of the month, at 

Firshill Tenants’ and Residents’ 

Association, 11 Firshill Glade, 

S4 7DX.

• Tuesday 21st February, 

10.30am – 12noon

• Tuesday 21st March, 

10.30am – 12noon

The Streets Ahead project to renew street lights 

and resurface the pavements and roads is up and 

running across Burngreave. 

We are undertaking a ‘once in a life time’ project to 

greatly improve our streets. It is vitally important that 

we get this work right. The placement of street lights 

and replacement trees must be right as it is unlikely 

that we will have the money to do this work again for 

many, many years.

The Streets Ahead project is the biggest such project 

undertaken in the UK. With such a large project there 

will always be little tweaks that can be done to make 

things better. We have already taken action to move 

street lights, to allow for future plans for driveways 

and we are working hard to ensure that residents 

voices are heard.

So, if you have any concerns regarding the Streets 

Ahead project and how it is affecting you and your 

street then please let us know. The earlier you contact 

us, the greater our chance to make sure that AMEY get 

it right.

You can call or email any or all your local Councillors 

at the usual numbers and addresses, given below.  
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Owler Brook School’s winter fair 
was a great success, with lots of 
stalls ranging from bric-a-brac, 
makeup to plants. There was a 
very good turn out with lots of 
food consumed and games played. 
Enjoyed by the children and 
parents alike.

The reindeer were a greatly 
welcomed as always with the 
children loving having their photos 
taken with them. The queue for 
Father Christmas was rather long, 
but worth the wait.

All in all it was a triumph with over 
30 raffle prizes and the event raised 
a record amount.

Together for winter fun 
Story and photo by James Woollen

This year Aspiring Communities Together Winter Fair 
was organised by Usha Blackham and held at the Fir Vale 
Centre, which is situated behind Fir Vale School.

A good time was had by all who attended. There were 
numerous stalls, including henna, hand massage, facials, 
bric-a-brac, lovely nativity scenes from hand-made 
ceramics, clothing and plants by Hope Community 
Allotment. Also available were yoga taster sessions and 
amazing food at very reasonable prices from the café.

The fire alarm going off half way through was an 
unexpected twist that certainly made it memorable!

Santa visits Owler Brook 
Story by Julia Woollen | Photo by James Woollen

Scratch Nativity
Story by Huw Thomas | Photo by Jess Hanson

Christmas saw the return of the Pitsmoor tradition of the 
‘Scratch Nativity’ at Christ Church. Adults and children 
turned up on the day and started from scratch, without 
casting or rehearsals, to put together the nativity play. 

Without casting or rehearsal we spent an hour having fun 
but also celebrating the story. As ever, the lack of casting 
meant anyone played any part they wanted, which is so 
vital if children have missed out on being the character 
they wanted to be in a school nativity. This can lead to 
some interesting results - this year we had six babies 
playing the part of Jesus all at the same time. We also had 
the usual fun creating costumes from whatever we could 
find.

As ever it was a great open time and one we encourage 
folks to feel free to pop along to in just over 300 days time.

St Peter’s  
scratch Nativity
Photo by John Mellor

At the St Peter’s scratch nativity, 
participants also came dressed up in 
imaginative costumes – don’t miss 
the unicorn in the photo!
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Christingle celebration at St Peter’s
Story and photo by John Mellor

On 18th December many families 
joined in a Christingle celebration 
at St Peter’s.  In recent years this 
has become a popular event in the 
celebration of Christmas.  

Before the service a team of 
volunteers formed a ‘production 
line’ to make dozens of Christingles.  

As shown in the photo, each 
Christingle consists of an orange 
with a candle stuck in the top and 
a red band wrapped around it.  
Then four cocktail sticks, with small 
pieces of fruit (fresh or dried), are 
stuck into the orange.

The symbolism of the Christingle is 
as follows:

• The orange represents the 
world, God’s creation;

• The red ribbon represents the 
blood of Christ, the Saviour of 
the world;

• The four cocktail sticks 
represent the fruits of the earth 
and the four seasons;

• The lighted candle is a reminder 
of Jesus Christ, the Light of the 
World.

The service included carols and the 
story of the Nativity. Then everyone 
was given a Christingle and asked 
to form a circle around the church.  
The candles were lit and the main 
lights turned off, accompanied by 

the singing of ‘Away in a manger’, 
always  a memorable part of the 
celebration.  Donations at the event 
were used to support the Children’s 
Society who work with orphaned 
and homeless children.

Christmas wreath making
Story and photo by Victoria Smith, Artist in Residence

Back in December our imaginative participants at 
Burngreave cemetery chapel demonstrated their 
individuality by creating many different styles of 
Christmas wreath at our annual festive craft session. 

Each wreath fashioned from garden evergreens and then 
enhanced with a choice of pinecones, dried flower heads 
and seasonal trimmings.
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December 
solution
Emms v Hackner, August 
2016

Three Messenger readers – 
Nicholas Sanderson, Gary Manton 
and Gary Doman - found the 
surprising move for Black in this 
position – 1...Qh6+. The apparently 
‘free’ queen offer 2.Qxh6 is met 
by 2…c1=Q+, with a fatal skewer 
winning White’s queen, so Oskar 
Hackner (a very talented young player from Rotherham) 
playing White resigned straight away.

February chess puzzle
White to play and 
checkmate in 2 
moves. Not obvious! 
Answers to chess@
burngreavemessenger.org  

Across
2. Could follow air, witch or wood (5)

4. Strictly for the over 18s… (5)

11. Mother gripes (anag) (local area) (12)

12. Yes fillet (anag) to make a way of living (9)

13. You’re reading it (Part 2) (9)

16. This class is said to get smaller (6)

18. The teacher gives this, sometimes without fees (7)

19. Spit room (anag) (local area) (8)

20. We all grew up with it - some courses provide it too! (9)

Down
1. …and a little of this might be a dangerous thing (8)

3. You’re reading it (Part one) (10)

5. Sounds like the mink is poorly (local area) (8)

6. A subject that might set you problems (5)

7. Help gala (anag) (local area) (4,4)

8. Truce mop (anag) - an IT essential (8)

9. RAF live! (anag) (local area) (7)

10. Second most widely spoken language in the world (7)

14. The location of a spider’s home online (7)

15. Trace gin (anag) on this course (8)

17. Could follow creative, hand or sign (7)

Answers next issue

A quick crossword

Join the Burngreave Messenger for FREE Social Media training!
Tuesday 14th February 10am–1pm at Abbeyfield Park House.

Open to Burngreave residents, both beginners and more experienced. 

Call 0114 242 0564 to book, or e-mail: shuna@burngreavemessenger.org 
More details on our website at www.burngreavemessenger.org

After-school games club at Burngreave 
Library
Discussion is currently going on about an after-school 
games club (including chess) at Burngreave Library. The 
4-5.30pm activity aimed at children and young people will 
take place weekly or fortnightly – and is expected to start 
soon. So, watch out for updates from the library.
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