
Disabled people across the area have been losing vital 
support as a part of controversial welfare reforms. The 
government’s restructure of social security is having a 
significant impact on our area as Burngreave residents are 
more likely to be claiming disability benefits. This is due 
to health inequalities across the city and the relationship 
between poverty and disability. 

A lady from the Wensley area, who has debilitating physical 
and mental illnesses, has been one of many who has lost 
her benefits. She had received Disability Living Allowance 
(DLA) to pay for her disability-related expenses, for over 
twenty years and was granted a lifetime award. 

She recently had to apply to its replacement benefit 
Personal Independence Payment (PIP). Due to an error on 
the part of the Department of Work and Pensions (DWP), 
she did not receive a PIP assessment and therefore will 
not receive the new benefit. Her Motability car has been 
taken away and her daughter can no longer claim Carers 
Allowance despite being her mother’s full time carer. 

The 68-year-old relied on her car as she is unable to use 
public transport, and without the benefit she will no longer 
be able to afford taxis. She told me that she will now be 
housebound and her health has suffered as a result. She 

will now have to go to a tribunal to defend her right to an 
assessment. She said:

“It’s destroyed my life. It’s taking me back where I don’t 
want to go. I’m having anxiety attacks, seizures, angina, 
and depression all because of this stress.”

Elsewhere in Burngreave advocates have reported 
that their clients, who are unable to travel due to their 
disabilities, are being sent to assessments as far away as 
Leeds despite local centres being available. They also told 
us that the PIP process is too complicated and many people 
cannot understand it. As one local disabled woman told 
the Messenger:

“We shouldn’t have to jump through these hoops. The 
constant stress makes many conditions worse.”

Government statistics show that 25% of people who 
were taken off DLA were not awarded PIP, and 23% saw a 
decrease in the support they received. As a result of these 
cuts, 900 people are losing their Motability vehicles every 
week. However, two thirds of PIP decisions are overturned 
when they are appealed and people are then able to 
reapply to the Motability scheme. 

Cuts to local advice and support services have also meant 
that organisations are struggling to cope with the demand 
from people who require help to navigate the PIP process. 
Disability Sheffield told us they are inundated with calls 
from disabled people and carers who are fearful about the 
impact of the changeover from DLA to PIP. 

If you would like assistance with making a claim, or help 
to appeal a decision, call Citizens Advice on 0344 4 113 
111. For information and guidance on making a PIP claim, 
please visit disabilityrightsuk.org

The Motability charity is offering a package of support for 
people who are having their adapted cars taken away. You 
can find out about this by calling 0300 456 4566, or by 
visiting the website at motability.org.uk/pip-transitional-
support
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Welfare reforms hit Burngreave
Story by Alice Kirby | Photo by Fran Belbin
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While election campaigning starts 
around the country Burngreave 
Messenger has been looking for 
ways to support people to have 
their voices heard over the issues 
that matter to them. 

On Tuesday 25th April our Outreach 
and Training Coordinator, Shuna 
Beckett, ran a training course for a 
group of residents from across the 
Burngreave area to equip them with 
skills and share ideas for running a 
successful campaign. Shuna said: 

“The session was lively with lots 
of interesting and creative ideas. 
I hope people went away with 
plenty of food for thought.”

We want to support people to do 
something productive with their 
concerns whether that is to start a 
petition about a local issue to take 
to the council or join a protest rally. 

People brought a diverse range of 
issues that they were passionate 
about along to the session such 
as: drugs, poverty, political issues 
in their country of origin, and cuts 
to services and benefits. One local 
campaign that everyone could get 
behind no matter what their age 
or background was an anti-litter 
campaign – Burngreave has had 

enough of rubbish. 

So, as our June issue will focus on 
the environment the Burngreave 
Messenger will be joining forces 
with our newly trained campaigners 
and anyone else who is interested 
to campaign for cleaner streets. 

We will be holding an open meeting 
at the Healthy Living Centre café 
at Fir Vale Centre on Earl Marshal 
Road at 2pm on Tuesday 9th May 
to hear your ideas and form an 
environment action group. 

If you are interested in taking 
part but cannot make it to this 
meeting please contact amy@
burngreavemessenger.org or call 
the office on 0114 242 0564.

The Burngreave Messenger is 
a community newspaper with 
editorial independence, funded by 
advertising and the Big Lottery.

Registered Charity: 1130836

All content is copyright Burngreave 
Messenger Ltd or its voluntary 
contributors.

This issue’s team: Fran Belbin, 
Diana Cozma, Saleema Imam, Jim 
Jamison, Graham Jones, Jamie 
Marriott, John Mellor, Amy Palmer, 
Kate Sheldrick, Mia Tennant, James 
Woollen and Julia Woollen.

Welcome to our business themed 
issue. We have been building a 
Business in Burngreave Network 
and in April provided free marketing 
training to a fully booked group of 
local businesspeople. 

Messenger info

Next deadline: 30th May 
Issue published: 17th June

Burngreave Messenger Ltd. 
Abbeyfield Park House 
Abbeyfield Road, 
Sheffield S4 7AT

Tel: (0114) 242 0564

mail@burngreavemessenger.org 
www.burngreavemessenger.org

Follow us @TheBMessenger

www.facebook.com/
burngreavemessenger

On the campaign trail

Stop

Register

Vote

General 
election

Thursday 
8th June 2017 
7am - 10pm

For more information about your eligibility,  
ways to vote and how to register see page 17.
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Happy first anniversary
Story by Kate Sheldrick | Photos by Aspiring Communities Together

Congratulations and celebrations were the order of the 
day on Wednesday 22nd March at the Healthy Living 
Centre, which is based in the Fir Vale Centre on Earl 
Marshal Road. Set up twelve months ago, the Healthy 
Living Centre comprises a community café, which is open 
to all, and a women only gym. 

The gym is fully equipped, run by trained staff, with 
beauty therapy facilities also available. Fitness classes 
run throughout the week, and advice on fitness, diet and 
health issues is provided. Membership fees are set at an 
affordable level, with day passes also available. Abtisam 
Mohamed, Chief Executive Officer of Aspiring Communities 
Together (who set up the Healthy Living Centre), explained 
that it was set up because of a lack of available and 
accessible facilities for women. She further explained 
that the aim of the centre was to make a difference by 
improving lifestyles.

As a result of its own development, the Healthy Living 
Centre is very proud to report that it has already trained 
four of the users of the gym as fitness instructors/coaches.

The anniversary celebrations were held from 10am – 
3.30pm, and in addition to the café facilities, stalls run by 

local women users of the centre were selling accessories, 
jewellery, clothes, perfume, pampering treatments and 
food. Use of the gym was free for the day so everyone 
could have a go. After the formal welcome to the event, 
a panel of women users of the centre shared their 
experiences with those present:

“I joined the gym four months ago. It’s a very friendly 
place, I feel physically and mentally stronger”

“As well as physical fitness, I’ve developed my social skills 
and become a motivator!”

“It encourages people, it’s absolutely brilliant”

“It’s nice to meet new people”

“I was very shy, with no confidence and a weight problem. 
By using the gym and with the help of the trainers I have 
lost weight, and am now happy and confident”

“People are proper and nice, it’s helped me emotionally 
and physically, I now feel ‘I can do it’”.

Abtisam Mohamed feels that the centre has shown it can 
empower women, giving them confidence and strength. 
The Healthy Living Centre’s achievements in its first twelve 
months appear to fit well with this year’s International 
Women’s Day theme of ‘Be bold for Change’.

It was a real pleasure to see the users of the centre 
celebrating all their achievements. The testimonials by 
the women whose lives have improved through using the 
centre were very uplifting. 

Congratulations to the Health Living Centre!

For further information phone 0114 243 4340 or email 
reception@actsheffield.com 

An upcoming community event will be taking place in June 
and community volunteers are required. Please contact 
Nadeen at ACT 0114 243 4340 to find out more.
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On 13th April, Messenger volunteers visited Pakistan 
Advice and Community Association (PACA) to check 
out the new initiative - the Springboard Social Café, 
funded through the Burngreave Community Wellbeing 
Programme in partnership with the Council and SOAR.

The goal of the Springboard Cafe is to provide a social 
space for women who need help and encouragement to 
improve their lives, to help relieve any stress or anxiety and 
to reduce feelings of isolation.

We talked to Rhona from PACA, and to Teresa from 
Sheffield MIND, who coordinate the Springboard sessions 
which take place twice a month;  first at PACA and the 
second session at Aspiring Communities Together (ACT) on 
Earl Marshal Road. Rhona and Teresa very kindly, explained 
the structure and the development of activities carried out 
throughout the day.

The sessions start at 10am with relaxation exercises for 
about ten minutes – this sometimes includes a head 
massage.

Then, the women have time to get involved in a range of 
art and craft work - such as decorative pattern-making 
or making aromatic lavender sachets – these were what 
had been done that particular morning, but the women 
themselves decide what they would like to do from one 
session to the next. Sometimes there is a live link to a 
Pakistani TV chat show covering women’s issues and 
interests, which the women at the Café can then discuss 
amongst themselves.

Some of the women taking part bake, and at lunch time 
they all enjoy delicious home made food cooked by other 
volunteers. This is the time to relax and talk with friends.

After the meal, the women started a chairobics activity, 
following a TV instruction programme and led by the 

dynamic Safina from SOAR. All the participants were very 
energetic and laughed endlessly. The Café session usually 
finishes around 3pm.

In short, this social space enables the women participants 
to be active in both body and mind, and as such, makes 
for a very good holistic approach to health. There are 
four Springboard Cafes across the city but some of them 
are open to men as well as women. However, in Fir Vale, 
the women only sessions seem to be the right format at 
present. PACA does provide other training courses and 
events and women are encouraged to link in to these.

PACA also provides a comprehensive advice service, 
including benefits, immigration, employment, housing and 
others topics. Talking to Gulnaz the long time coordinator, 
we were told that PACA is going to change the name to 
Firvale Community Hub in a few weeks,to better reflect the 
diverse communities who use the services. This is all very 
encouraging.

Springboard Social Café
Story by Carrie Hedderwick & Nelia Gea Cayuela | Photos by Nelia Gea Cayuela

Springboard Social Café is held fortnightly on Thursdays, 
10am–4pm. Next sessions are:

Thursday 11th May and 8th June at 
Pakistani Advice and Community Association

Thursday 27th April, 25th May and 22nd June at 
ACT Firvale Centre
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Pye Bank pupils praised
Story by Amy Palmer | Photos by Pye Bank School

Recently Pye Bank School featured 
in The Star due to having received 
a poor Ofsted report. However, on 
reading the report I was heartened 
by the comments made about the 
kind and respectful nature and 
good behaviour of the children. 
Ofsted said:

“Pupils are polite and well 
behaved. They get on well and 
are highly respectful to one 
another.”

We spoke to Khadidja, whose son 
attends the school, who told us 
that she is very happy her son is 
doing well and has a good teacher. 
She feels that the school has 
definitely improved, especially with 
attendance levels.

The report noted three areas for 
improvement and these were: 
effectiveness of leadership and 
management; quality of teaching, 
learning and assessment; and 
outcomes for pupils. 

Headteacher Mrs Andrews told us:

“We believe in excellence for 
all children. This is achievable 
because of our amazing children 
and families. 

“The great attendance we have 
here, despite the challenges 
some of our families face, is 
testament to the commitment to 
education all our families have. 

‘Attend, Achieve, Succeed’ is our 
motto! 

“We have been on an 
improvement journey over the 
last two years and we have 
made further changes since the 
inspection.”

You can view the whole Ofsted 
report by visiting reports.ofsted.
gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-
inspection-report/provider/
ELS/133324 

Or have a look at the exciting things 
the school community is doing at 
www.pyebank.sheffield.sch.uk/

Oasis gets active
Story by Alice Kirby

Oasis Academy Fir Vale on Owler 
Lane has received an award 
for having one of the highest 
percentages of pupils taking part in 
a walk to school project. 

The ten day Active Travel Challenge, 
which was run last summer by 
South Yorkshire Safer Roads 
Partnership, encouraged children 
across the region to walk, cycle, or 
use scooters when making their 
journeys to and from school.

Pupils from the primary school were 
challenged to ‘get active’ to improve 
their health and wellbeing, but 
the project also aimed to reduce 

congestion and parking problems 
around school buildings.

Principal Helen Round said: 

“The pupils are delighted to win 
this award, which they richly 
deserve. At the Academy we 
were so impressed with their 
commitment to being active, 
walking and riding down to 
school. They really enjoyed it.” 

She went on to say that despite the 
challenge coming to an end, pupils 
have continued to walk to school.

The Academy were also praised 
by the judging panel for using the 
opportunity to promote road safety 
through the use of song.
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Endeavours in education
Story by Julia Woollen | Photo by Amy Palmer

Today I had the privilege of visiting 
the Education Centre based on Earl 
Marshal Road. 

In 1955 Endeavour was set up as 
an alternative education provider 
for young people who struggle 
to access mainstream education. 
Their motto is, “every young person 
deserves a positive future regardless 
of their past.”

Today Endeavour takes a ‘three-
pronged’ approach to youth 
achievement, helping learners with 
personal development, education, 
and social interaction.

There are various reasons why 
learners attend Endeavour, 
which vary from struggling at 

mainstream school, behavioural 
problems, mental health or 
language difficulties. Endeavour see 
themselves as a safety net - when 
students start their attendance is 
normally 0-30%, at the end of their 
time with Endeavour the average 
attendance is 75%. The learners 
have achieved an impressive 82% 
GCSE pass rate.

It is important that all learners leave 
with some type of accreditation 
and Endeavour finds the right 
qualification to fit each learner. Trips 
to the Peak District to do abseiling 
and canoeing help develop respect 
and confidence.

In addition, they run ‘Project Boost’ 
for 18-25 year olds with learning 

difficulties and in future would like 
to run practical skills training for 
over 16s and repair the building for 
community use. 

Volunteers are always welcome, so 
if you have something you feel you 
could offer please email  
info@endeavour.org.uk

LOLathon and more
Story by St Catherine’s School Council

Friday 24th March was a great celebration in school. 
We celebrated Red Nose Day in style – by wearing our 
pyjamas! Our school council decided that everyone 
should wear their pyjamas and pay £1, which would go to 
the charity Comic Relief. 

At lunchtime there was a great vibe in the playground. The 
line for penalty shoot-out was a mile long, poor Mr Hardy 
spent most of his lunchtime saving goals (only the odd one 
went in) but it was all for a good cause. When he got tired, 
Miss Franks went in the net and all of the children found it 
hilarious – she didn’t save many goals! 

The school council team also sold some homemade 
cornflake buns, which sold like hot cakes. Within 20 
minutes the buns had vanished but our change bucket was 
full to the brim. 

Everyone was very charitable, as they knew Red Nose Day 
is such a good cause. We managed to raise a whopping 
£840.40.

We also enjoyed a bit of a LOLathon. Each class had to 
record a joke and this went on Twitter. Over the weekend 

our followers decided which video they liked the best and 
liked it! The jokes were hilarious and we received lots of 
likes. Check out our school Twitter feed if you’d like some 
entertainment @_stcatherines the winning joke was from 
5RC. A big well done to them.

St Catherine’s are also celebrating the great recognition 
awarded to Headteacher Fiona Rigby, who is one of just 
70 headteachers to be appointed to the role of National 
Leader of Education across the country.
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I belong to Burngreave - Isilda Lang
Story by Sam Vines-Stancill | Photo by Saleema Imam

Isilda is happily retired now, but 
was only a teenager when she was 
forced to escape her home country, 
Chile after the military takeover in 
1973. Alone, Isilda fled to a country 
she only knew one thing about – it 
was home to The Beatles. She 
spoke no English.

“It is happening now with the 
children who are being displaced, 
and come to a place they don’t 
know. You don’t know what is on 
the other side.”

Her first impression of Sheffield in 
winter was not favourable: 

“It was full, full of smoke. Because 
of the steel factories, you could 
not see anywhere.”

However, she rose to the challenge 
of building a life amongst foreigners. 

“I had a really good time. It was a 
laugh, because they talked to me 
and I didn’t understand.”

With great amusement, Isilda 
described to me how her 
Headmaster would chide her for 
speaking Spanish. “He would 
bang the table ‘You go and find a 
boyfriend!’” Isilda replied, “Marry 

an Englishman? I will never learn 
the language!”

However, she did both. Her 
husband bought her a house on 
Scott Road 31 years ago, as a 
Valentine’s day present. Their living 
room is lined with family photos.

“My grandson is four and a half 
now… he says “meself”! I said 
to my husband “He’s a Yorkshire 
lad!””

Isilda helps run the Sheffield 
Chilean Community Association 
whose goal is to support Chileans 
who suffered in the aftermath of 
the coup d’état. The Chile SCDA are 
also there for newer immigrants, 
such as homesick students. The 
students aren’t the only ones who 
get homesick. When asked how she 
felt the one time she returned to 
Chile, she says, “I miss my country, 
England!”

St James’ Friendship group
Story by Ann Duckenfield | Photo by Linda Jones

Our Friendship group at St James 
Church on Scott Road was launched 
on 14th March. 

We aim to provide a place where 
people can get together, have soup 
and sandwiches, form friendships, 
have fun, learn new creating skills 
or just enjoy having a chat. Some 
people bring their knitting, while 
others are learning to crochet, 
embroider or craft, learning from 
each other as we go along but, most 
importantly, enjoying ourselves.  

One regular attendee says:

“It’s such a lovely atmosphere: 
everyone doing different things. I 
do the chairobics. It’s great!”

As we get more established, we 
are hoping to go on outings and do 
other things.

Our group is facilitated by Linda 
Jones and myself but it very much 
belongs to everyone, all playing a 
very important part in its success. 
We hope everyone enjoys it as 
much as we enjoy doing it! We are 
a very happy group offering food, 
friendship but above all a warm 
welcome to everyone. 

Myrtle Walker said:

“I’m not a morning person but 
I look forward to getting up 
on a Tuesday to come to the 
Friendship Group.”

All are welcome. Why not come 
along and join us? 

We meet on Tuesdays each week 
from 12.00- 2.30pm. We eat at 
12.00 and then have an afternoon 
of crafts, stopping for music, tea 
and cakes.
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30 HOURS FREE CHILDCARE 

at Ellesmere Children’s Centre 

from September 2017 

*for qualifying parent’s* 

The governments 30 hour childcare offer for 3 & 4 
year olds commences in September 2017. We are 

pleased to announce that Ellesmere Children’s Centre 
are rolling out this offer in our centre! 

Ellesmere have already begun to register parents.  

If you are eligible for the 30 hours offer please do not 
hesitate to contact us on; 

01142812143 or drop in to the centre 

The 30 Hours Criteria 

Single parent families—Parent must earn at least £112.80 per week if 
aged 24 and under, or £120 per week if 25 years and older.  

2-Parent Families—Both parents must be in work and earning at least 
£112.80 per week each if aged 24 and under, and £120 per week 

each, if aged 25 years and older. 

You can be self employed, employed or on a zero hour contract. 

Self-employed start ups are allowed a 12-month period where they do 
not need to prove their income. Where one parent is out of work due to 

caring or disability reasons, you may still be eligible.  

This criteria is set by the government and remains subject to change. 
You will check your eligibility with HMRC. 

Exciting news for early learners
Story by Sharon Curtis and Abtisam Mohammed

Ellesmere Children’s Centre and Fir Vale  
pre-school are excited to announce 
that we will be rolling out the new 
Government initiative for 30 hours 
of free early learning for three and 
four year olds in September.

Both centres are part of a consortium 
that has been shortlisted by the 
Department of Education for funding 
to expand in order to allow working 
parents to take advantage of the scheme. 

Local parent Nazia Begum said:

“I work full time and have always struggled to pay 
childcare fees. 30 hours free early learning is a blessing 
for me as it will allow me to work.”

The consortium works in partnership to offer places to 
children across deprived areas, develops strong working 
practices in ‘Early Years’ and provides support for children 
with special educational needs. 

Both Ellesmere Children’s Centre and Fir Vale Preschool will 
be launching their new provisions in September and have 
already started collecting a waiting list of eligible children. 

To check if your child will be eligible, please check the 
Government guidelines at www.gov.uk/government/
publications/30-hours-free-childcare-eligibility

If you would like to register your child call Ellesmere 
Children’s Centre on 0114 281 2143 or Fir Vale Preschool 
on 0114 251 8909.
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Community Wellbeing Programme Group Dates

For all activities contact Somshun Nessa,
Volunteer Development Worker

Sorby House, 42 Spital Hill, Sheffield, S4 7LG

Telephone: 0114 213 2591
Email: somshun.nessa@soarcommunity.org.uk

Feeling Good Project 
Wednesdays Term Time 
Verdon Recreation Centre 
9.30am -12noon

A trio of local allotments
If you’re interested in gardening and would like to get 
volunteering in the fresh air then now is the perfect time 
to find out more. 

On Thursday 25th May three local allotment projects: 
Green City Action, SAGE Greenfingers and Hope Allotments 
will be opening up to the public. All will be looking to meet 
potential new volunteers, chat over refreshments, and 
show off their produce.

Green City Action: food growing projects
10.30am – 12.30 | Call 0114 244 0353 or visit                 
www.greencityaction.org.uk

Grimesthorpe Allotments, S4 8LE  Bus: 97/98

SAGE Greenfingers: gardening for mental 
well-being!
12.30 – 2pm |Call Emma  0114 273 7718  email volunteer@
sagesheffield.org.uk  or visit www.sagesheffield.org.uk

Grimesthorpe Allotments, S4 8LE  Bus: 97/98

HOPE Community Allotment Open Day
Thursday 25th May at 11am - 2pm | Contact Sheena – 
memesheena@blueyonder.co.uk

Plot 80, High Wincobank Allotment Site, Windmill 
Lane (entrance opposite 343 Windmill Lane, S5 6FW).                
Bus: 3 or 75

Women`s Chronic Pain Groups
This is an opportunity for those who suffer from pain to 
socialize with like-minded people and gain new skills to 
self-manage pain. 

£1.50 per session. These sessions require a referral. 

Sessions are held on Tuesdays 12.30-2.30pm

• Sorby House – 2nd May and 6th June
• St Cuthbert’s Church – 9th May and 13th June

Please contact Somshun for more information.

Women-only Support Group 
St Cuthbert`s Church - Monday, 15th May - 10am-12noon

This is a small group designed for women who have some form of hardship in their 
lives, and as a result of this suffer from low mood, isolation and low self-esteem. 

Come and talk to like-minded people, forget about the past and have fun.

Please contact Somshun for more information.

Free Cook and Eat 
Thursday 4th May 
The Furnival 
9.30am-12noon

Contact Aislinn on 07432 805 847

NEW Springboard 
Social Café 
Fortnightly 10am–4pm

Thursday 11th May & 8th June 
Pakistani Advice and  
Community Association

Thursday 27th April, 25th May 
& 22nd June 
ACT Firvale Centre
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Small business vs. Tesco
Story by Sam Vines-Stancill 

It has now been five years since Tesco Extra opened so 
we visited local businesses to see how they are managing 
with such big competition.

Del, the manager of Corner Stop, has happily taken 
advantage of the footfall Tesco attracts. “Tesco brought 
life to the area”, he explains “It’s a good thing.” Del’s shop 
is one of the newest on Spital Hill. By comparison, S. R. 
Raja is one of the oldest. “We’ve been here for many 
Burngreave Messengers,” said the boss, Raja Saddiq. He 
was less positive about the supermarket giant:

“Before opening, they promised they would not interfere 
with local businesses. But they have.”

Saddiq understood that Tesco would not offer rival 
selections of Asian food. Today, Tesco has a dedicated aisle 
for ‘world foods’. 

Finally, I came to Emin Supermarket, the largest store after 
Tesco, and also open 24 hours a day. 

Back in 2011 owner Sadik Emin spoke confidently: 

“I think Tesco have made a mistake, building their store 
there. …I’m going to beat Tesco!”

This time, he was more measured:

“It’s very hard to survive. You can’t fight with Tesco… They 
sell alcohol at prices we can’t even buy wholesale at.”

“It’s a shame” I tell him “you’ve got such a nice store here”. 
Emin’s is big, bright, clean, and Sadik himself very friendly. 

Tony Hutchings from Tesco was keen to highlight the value 
Tesco brings locally; employing over 350 people, actively 
supporting local charities, and hosting Eid prayers in the car 
park.

He said:

“We work very hard to support the local community. 
We’ve all worked here for five and a half years and I’m 
very proud of the positive impact we’ve had.”

Highlights at Twilights
Story by Carrie Hedderwick | Photo by Amy Palmer

My lovely local hairdresser, Diane, 
spoke to me while styling the hair 
of a loyal customer of 20 years. I 
have been going there forever too 
– and alongside the haircuts, there 
is a wealth of conversation, a tipple 
at Christmas and friendship. 

Diane took over Twilights on 
Barnsley Road in 2000. She began 
hairdressing at 15 and after school 
she completed her apprenticeship 
at Granville College and later 
became an Advanced State 
Registered Hairdresser. She worked 
in a barber’s shop in Upperthorpe 
and a salon at Firth Park before 
taking over the Twilights salon.

She says over time Meadowhall 
has changed local shopping habits, 
with so many people choosing to 

get everything done under one 
roof. Local shops have suffered 
as a result. The wide variety of 
businesses - now gone - included 
a chip shop, video store, petrol 
station, the Cannon Hall pub, the 
Companions Club, and others. Not 

all the changes are bad though - 
Diane enjoys catering for a range of 
people of different nationalities.

Diane also trained to be a gym 
instructor – mostly working at Zest 
in Upperthorpe. She keeps up this 
energy with charity walks and the 
odd trip down a zip wire! 

Due to a back operation thirteen 
years ago, Diane cannot spend too 
much time standing so she has cut 
down on her hours at Twilights. It 
is a great local business - offering a 
good service and a lot of friendship 
and support, especially to her older 
customers. 

An extended version of this feature 
can be found on our website.



What’s special about business in Burngreave?

“Everything is right on your doorstep; 
businesses here provide for a multicultural 
community where family businesses serve 
local families.”

Clive

“Businesses here are supported by the local 
community” 

Daniel Falekulo

“There’s a diverse amount of products – I like 
the middle Eastern stores with things you 
can’t get on the high street.” 

Michael Wright

“The coffee from Red Sea cuisine on Gower 
Street is the best in South Yorkshire. It is really 
great quality and good value. I always drive 
my taxi round when I’m in the area.” 

Mohammad Khan

“Variety” 

Margaret Mellor

“
“
“

“
“

“I have owned Unique Barbers and for over  
five years. I am proud of my business 
reputation. Business has been good in the 
area and I am proud to serve the community.”

Muniir Mahmood

“
“Long live local business” 

Carrie Hedderwick“

“I have always dreamt of running my own 
business. My husband and I love cleaning and 
organising. So we decided to turn it into a 
money-making business venture.”

Fatima Barma 

Read Fatima’s account of starting a 
new business on our website at www.
burngreavemessenger.org/blog/2017/04/
turning-an-idea-into-a-business/

“

“I am grateful to my customers who have 
welcomed me into the area with open arms. I 
love Burngreave and hope to have my shop at 
the heart of it for a long time.”

Abdulkadir Johar 

“

“As Burngreave residents we should support 
our local shops and businesses in the area 
that we have grown up with to make sure the 
history and customs of Burngreave continue 
and family livelihoods are secure for the next 
generation.”

Yassin M Usuf

Read Yassin’s article on our website at www.
burngreavemessenger.org/blog/2017/04/a-
tour-of-pitsmoor-shops/

“

Rafaqat, Sheffield Halal Meat 
and Grocers

Sohail, Nafees bakery

With thanks to Jim Jamison, Yassin Usuf, Carrie Hedderwick, Corrine Moss and Kate Sheldrick



George & Brian: George’s business venture by Edgar Lowman

So this is your new business? 
Getting water from here? ...well

Yep

How’s it going?

“I opened Corner Stop because of Tesco Extra and the investment that Sheffield City Council 
has put into the area. The area has improved a lot, in terms of security and safety. Tesco 
Extra has been good for Burngreave and business has been very good so far and positive.”

Delshad Khosh“

“I’ve tried to bring a different culture in… it 
saves people going to London”

Amie Bangura, Ma Ma Afro“

“We aim to make a community pub where 
everyone feels welcome, and comfortable 
about coming in. We also own the Toolmakers 
Brewery just a few streets away!”

Olie and Marion Ferns, The Forest Pub

Read the full article at https://www.
burngreavemessenger.org/blog/2017/04/ 
a-tour-of-pitsmoor-shops

“

“I opened my shop on Spital Hill in 1976 and have cut hair since I came to 
England in 1961. Spital Hill is accessible and easy to find but there are some 
problems with law and order – I have a zero tolerance policy on bad language 
and bad behaviour.”

Sam Williams, Sam’s Barber Shop

Full interview by Corrine Moss on our website at www.burngreavemessenger.
org/blog/2017/04/interview-with-sam-the-barber/

“
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Men take action on litter
Story and photo by John Mellor

A team of men from St Peter’s Ellesmere, 
known as the Men’s Action Team (SPEMAT), 
have made a start in tackling the ongoing litter 
problem in the Carwood area.  

Armed with litter pickers and black bags, a team 
of four cleared litter of all kinds from the area 
around the Cornerstone on Grimesthope Road, 
including the Carwood estate, Ellesmere Road 
North and the bottom of Scott Road. Nine bags 
of litter were collected in a couple of hours on 
the last Saturday morning of March.

They plan to make this an ongoing exercise and 
invite anyone else who would like to join them. 
If you are interested, or would like more details, 
please contact John on 0114 243 6305 or leave a 
message with the Burngreave Messenger office 
(contact details on page 3).

Streets Ahead on the road
Story by Graham Jones 

On 10th and 12th April two 
roadshows were organised by 
Streets Ahead outlining the work to 
resurface pavements and roadways 
across the council’s designated 
Pitsmoor area (B24). The Neepsend 
area (B35) was done last year 
and Firshill (B23) area is nearing 
completion.

This is all part of a massive 25 year 
highway maintenance contract, 
which is being undertaken by Amey, 
working with Sheffield City Council, 
through the Streets Ahead Highways 
Maintenance and Management 
service. 

In the next few months this will 
involve nearly all the streets in 
the B24 Pitsmoor area which is 
bounded by Pitsmoor Road, Minna 
Road, Burngreave Road, Spital Hill, 
Carlisle Street, Upwell Street, Owler 
Lane and Barnsley Road.

At the roadshow I spoke with 
Michael Carl who is the North East 
Sheffield Community Steward for 
Streets Ahead. He explained to 
me that the majority of the works 
across residential areas will be 
carried out between 7am to 7pm, 
Monday to Friday. The resurfacing 
works across the industrial area 
in the south of the zone will 
involve night working to minimise 
disruption.

In addition, street lighting works are 
currently ongoing across the zone 
and kerbing works to repair and 
replace any damaged, misaligned or 
missing kerbs is due to start towards 
the end of April. 

Pavement resurfacing is due to start 
early summer 2017 followed by 
road surfacing late summer 2017. 
Current programmes indicate that 
all works should be completed by 

the end of the year. These dates 
can only be used as a guide. Nearer 
the time of the works, Streets 
Ahead will contact all residents 
and businesses likely to be affected 
by parking restrictions and road 
closures. Signs restricting parking 
will also be displayed on site five 
days prior to work starting.

Further information on the Streets 
Ahead contract can be found online 
www.sheffield.gov.uk/streetsahead 

In the event of any problems arising 
during this work contact Streets 
Ahead directly with your concerns. 
0114 273 4567 streetsahead@
sheffield.gov.uk

Of course your local councilors will 
be interested to hear of any issues 
too. You can find their contact 
details on page 17.
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Donation drop
Story by Phil Sadler | Photo by Lyn Brandon

I spent the most amazing couple of 
hours two weeks ago with a group 
of very special people loading a 
container lorry with much needed 
food and clothes for the people 
of Syria, the third load sent this 
year from the communities of 
Burngreave and Meersbrook.  

I felt very humble seeing the selfless 
way this group of mainly Asian 
men worked to ensure that the 
donated items were packed into the 
container to start the journey to our 
much-beleaguered friends in Syria.

It made me feel proud to be a 
human being, observing the love 
and respect for the Syrian people 
from all involved, it is vital that this 
work continues. I urge all residents 
of Burngreave to continue to 
support this amazing work. I cannot 
remember the names of those 
involved but they are all a credit to 
our community and, indeed, to the 
human race.

Volunteer and donor Fiona Addison 
said:

“I arranged to drop off more 
than 50 boxes left over from my 
house move and was welcomed 
by enthusiastic volunteers who 
explained what they were doing 
and made me a cup of tea... I 
couldn’t help but get stuck in and 
now regularly pitch up to help.”

Sheffield Donations for Refugees 
now has dedicated drop off points 
around Burngreave and elsewhere 
in the city. Donations of warm 
clothes, new underwear and 
socks, practical footwear, camping 
equipment, toiletries, nappies and 
blankets are all needed. 

Drop off points can be found at:

• Gill Furniss MP’s office, Shirecliffe 
Community Centre (9-5 Monday-
Friday)

• SOAR Community, 14 Knutton 
Road (9-5 Monday-Friday)

• Pitsmoor Adventure Playground 
(3.30-6.30pm Tuesday-Friday 
term time, 12.30-3.30 Saturdays)

• Scrap Dragon, 204 Verdon Street, 
Sheffield S3 9QS (11-3 Mondays 
and Thursdays, 10-1 Saturdays)

• Burngreave Messenger, 
Abbeyfield Park House (9-5 
Monday-Friday, please call  
0114 242 0564 to check before 
calling in)

For more information phone 
07399 623 369 or follow Sheffield 
Donations For Refugees on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
groups/1519416858381144/

Concerns over new school traffic
The plans for the new Woodside School (Messenger 125, 
March) show it will be very big.  It will only operate at full 
capactity in a few years but will then have spaces for 1370 
children and 224 full-time staff.  By comparison, Parkwood 
Academy has 827 pupils and Fir Vale has 1005.

I have written to the planning department because this 
will mean a lot more traffic on the small streets nearby.  
Under the current plans, all the traffic will be routed along 
Nottingham St, Fox St and Andover St. The school is so big 
that many children will have to come from much further 
away and there will still be staff driving to school. The 

plans say there is plenty of parking on these streets but 
this is because it is a poor area and not many people on 
these streets have got their own cars. It doesn’t mean that 
residents want lots of other people’s cars on the streets as 
they need parking space for visitors, including health care 
workers.

More traffic will be dangerous for children who use these 
streets already, especially playing out after school.  At 
school times, there will be both children and traffic in the 
same place and this should be avoided.

A better solution would be to route traffic around the other 
side of the school – i.e. from Pitsmoor Road and Pye Bank 
Road, where there are only a few houses. It would be a bad 
mistake to create an unsafe environment for residents and 
children for the future.

Douglas Johnson
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Contact: 0114 203 7562
www.sheffield.gov.uk/northeast

Talib Hussain

0114 273 5380  

(Town Hall) 

talib.hussain@

sheffield.gov.uk

Surgery dates 

Every third Thursday of the 

month at Pakistan Advice Centre 

(PACA), 127 Page Hall Road.

• Thursday 18th May & 

Thursday 15th June, 

2pm – 3pm

Mark Jones

07500 764 202 

(Mobile) 

mark.jonescllr@

sheffield.gov.uk

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall) 

Surgery dates 

Every third Tuesday of the 

month, at Firshill Tenants’ 

and Residents’ Association, 11 

Firshill Glade, S4 7DX.

• Tuesday 16th May & 

Tuesday 20th June, 

10.30am – 12noon

Jackie Drayton

0114 243 5388 

(Home) 

jackie.drayton@

sheffield.gov.uk

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall)

Surgery dates

Every second Saturday of the 

month at Burngreave Library, 

Sorby House, 42 Spital Hill.

• Saturday 13th May &  

Saturday 10th June, 

11am - 12.15pm

Local Councillors and 
surgery dates

Sheffield City Council is getting ready for the next general election, 

which will take place on Thursday 8th June. Polling stations will be open 

from 7am until 10pm.

If you can’t go in person you can request a postal or a ‘proxy’ vote (this 

is when you give permission for someone you trust to fill out your ballot 

paper on your behalf).

To be able to vote in a general election you must be:

• over 18 

• AND a British citizen OR a citizen of the Commonwealth or Republic of 

Ireland 

• AND have registered to vote.

To register visit www.gov.uk/register-to-vote You will need your National 

Insurance (NI) number. Your NI number is on your national insurance card, 

payslip, or letters about benefits or tax credits.

Don’t leave it too late to register – the deadline for new voter registration is 

22nd May.

Anyone with queries about voting should call Sheffield City Council’s 

elections helpline on 0114 273 4093 or visit www.sheffield.gov.uk/elections

Make sure you get to vote

A belated thank you

Sheffield City Council and SOAR would like to send their thanks 
to Burngreave TARA for their financial support and hard work in 
making International Women’s Day such a success. 

We are proud to work with one of the most dedicated and 
productive TARAs in the city.
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Holi, heritage and Happy New Year
Story and photos by Debjani Chatterjee

Heritage project launch
2017 is ‘India-UK Year of Culture’ and the 70th year of 
Indian independence, so it is very apt that Sheffield Hindu 
Samaj is engaged in a Heritage Project. Titled ‘Spinning 
a yarn, weaving a story’, it focuses on cotton and its 
connection between the Indian sub-continent and UK. 

In March the project was launched for children and parents 
at the Bal Gokulam group. I told the children a traditional 
Bengali tale, about a magical old woman in the sky who 
turns cotton into clouds. The children will work on creating 
a puppet show to retell the story. 

The project was launched for adults by Dr Susanne 
Seymour of Nottingham University. We were shown slides 
about the historical cotton connection between the Indian 
sub-continent and UK, as well as the Gateway Visitor 
Centre in Derbyshire and its cotton workers mural, which 
we plan to visit along with Cheshire’s Quarry Bank Mill.  

Storytelling, photography, research and discussion sessions, 
blogging, visits to cotton mills, cotton wall hangings 
and creative workshops are some possible activities for 
enjoyment and learning, that will also enable us to produce 
materials for display. 

Holi festival
On Sunday 12th March Sheffield’s Hindus celebrated Holi, 
the joyous festival of colours that marks the beginning of 
Spring. Holi was celebrated as always by ‘Holika Dahan’, 
the traditional bonfire in which the demoness Holika is 
burnt, and playing with powder colours. The story of the 
demoness, who was thwarted in her attempt to kill the 
child Prahlad, is a famous story of good triumphing over 

evil. As befits a festival of merrymaking, the celebration 
was organized by young people.

Hindu New Year
The Hindu New Year was celebrated on Saturday 1st April. 
It is essentially a spring festival that marks the beginning 
of Hindu calendars. According to the Vikram calendar, we 
have now entered the year 2074. 

Different Hindu communities celebrate New Year on slightly 
different dates and have different customs. We have 
different languages too and so give different names to this 
festival. 

The guest of honour, Lord Lieutenant Mr Andrew Coombe, 
was given a tour of the temple by Dr Ramesh Munjal, Chair 
of the Hindu Samaj, and Pandit Ashwini Kumar. Hindu 
children performed a beautiful Bharatanatyam dance to 
welcome Hindus and guests. The Lord Lieutenant and the 
Chair of the Telangana Association lit a ceremonial lamp. 

The festivities ended with food for all and evening prayers.
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A ceremonial sword at the playground
Story by Patrick Meleady | Photos by Pitsmoor Adventure Playground

The HM Lord-Lieutenant Andrew Coombe recently came 
to visit Pitsmoor Adventure Playground. He judged a cake 
decorating competition, delivered a speech about his role 
and highlighted the history of his ceremonial sword. He 
said: 

“The adventure playground is an excellent facility and 
provides a safe haven for children to play freely, I was 
particularly interested to hear about how they are 
developing active Citizenship skills, well done to all 
involved.”

The children were particularly impressed with the sword. 
Diana (aged 9) said:

“The sword is steel made in Sheffield and very shiny, it 
had his name on it.”

It was a great honour to have our HM Lord-Lieutenant 
spend time with us on the adventure playground. The 

visit provided our children with an opportunity to share 
information on their fabulous community work to date and 
identify opportunities for future projects.

Never stop stepping out
Story by Mia Tennant | Photograph by Amy Palmer

A couple of years ago, Owen Barnett, a 74-year-old of 
Pitsmoor Health Walks (run as part of Step Out Sheffield) 
had a serious operation on his spine. However, with 
support from the Pitsmoor walking group and his fierce 
determination, he managed to complete 200 walks as 
of March this year. The group awarded Owen with a 
certificate to recognise his achievement.

Owen has been a member of the walking group for over 
three years but since having three vertebrae removed from 
his spine in late 2015, he now has to use two walking sticks 
and finds walking to be painful.

Staying physically active is a crucial part of Owen’s 

recovery and he is thankful for the group’s support and 
encouragement. He tells me the fun and friendliness of the 
group motivates him to continue walking. Val Ellis, a walk 
leader from the group says:

“Owen will hopefully inspire others who have limited 
mobility to try some walking also, not just for exercise 
but to get out of the house and meet new people; if 
Owen can do it, maybe they can too.” 

Owen believes joining such a group is a helpful way to 
recover and says the group are very welcoming. He wants 
others to know: 

“Never give up. No matter how you feel, never give up.”

The Pitsmoor group meet on Tuesdays at 1.30pm in 
Pitsmoor Surgery. There are three groups of walkers, 
depending on your ability: steppers, strollers and striders, 
and all groups meet at 2-2.30pm at Abbeyfield Park House 
to enjoy tea, biscuits and conversation. The Pitsmoor walk 
is one of 24 walks across Sheffield. 

If you feel inspired to walk, feel free to get in touch 
with Francis Feeley on 07808 297 279 or email 
stepoutsheffield@gmail.com 
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Spital Hill shopping centre
Story by Christine White

Spital Hill stretches from The Wicker to Andover Street on 
one side and Hallcar Street on the other. The word Spital 
is derived from “Hospital” and it was thought that once 
travellers could be treated here. 

My own memories of Spital Hill are from growing up in the 
early sixties. We very rarely shopped in town because all 
our needs were catered for right here. My parents worked 
but we had a limited budget and if we needed a large item 
my mother would lay it away and pay for it weekly. 

My favourite shops were Wigfalls’, where I got my first 
record player, and Bevan’s drapers and haberdashery 
numbers 143, 147 and 157 Spital Hill. Bevan’s was filled 
with display cabinets and from floor to ceiling were 
wooden drawers of various sizes. Whatever you needed 
was hidden in one of these drawers. The shop was 
spotless and always smelt of polish and lavender. Other 
establishments there were Blaskey’s Wallpaper merchants, 
The Motor Cycle Shop, Littlewood Coach Holidays, Boots, 
Johnson Cleaners, Dewhurst Butchers, The School of Dance 
and the Coliseum Cinema where I spent many happy hours. 

One shop that lasted for a long while was The Tripe Shop.

In the early Nineteenth Century Pitsmoor was a village 
on the outskirts of Sheffield. Towards the end of the 
Nineteenth Century the area had changed completely. 
Houses were built for the many workers who relocated to 
work manufacturing steel and iron goods. Spital Hill was 
near to the valley which contained most of the largest steel 
works and became established as a local shopping area. 
Many houses on Spital Hill were made into shop premises 
which can be seen today if you take a good look at each 
shop.  In 1901 there were 48 shop premises which included 
a newsagent, tea merchant, dental surgeon, pawnbroker, 
watchmaker and a photographer.

As times change shop premises close and others open to 
meet the needs of each generation.  Today Spital Hill is still 
a good suburban shopping area with Tesco supermarket 
and a diverse number of shops, including many eating and 
meeting places. The area has been smartened up recently 
and let us hope that it will continue to thrive.
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Richard Hanson Photo Competition
Judged by James Woollen and Jess Hanson

Thank you to everyone who sent 
in a photo for the ‘Spring’ themed 
photo competition. Our judges 
chose Cameron Gregory’s photo of 
snowdrops as the overall winner. 
However, we loved all the pictures 
we were sent so to celebrate the 
Messenger getting four more 
colour pages in each issue here is a 
selection for your enjoyment. 

For our environment issue we 
would like to ask for photographs 
of murals and street art. We can’t 
wait to see what you come up with! 
Please send high resolution images 
to mail@burngreavemessenger.org 
by 30th May.

Cameron Gregory’s winning photo of snowdrops

Surtag Hack Anne Gurnell

Marek Payne

David Norris-Kay

Andrew CallowBilal Baroo
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It’s the business crossword! Across
1. * Under my right armpit, leaders 
are jewellers. (4)
2. * Part of a ram or a ewe? (5)
3. * Rip zip maze (anag) takeaway 
(5,5)
8. *This church could be the start of 
a Russian city (2,6)
12. Despite what people say, this 
shop doesn’t sell furniture to 
members of the rabbit family.
13. -
15. After the bureau (4,6)
16. Don’t be mislead, this local store 
is usually made out of bricks and 
mortar. (5,4)
18. It’s not for everyone’s cup of tea 
(6,5)
20. You might be seen dead in this. 
(7,7)

Down
4. *Rome and Sheffield each have 
this many high places for Roman 
and Venetians. (5,5)
5. *Pizzas and burgers are all over 
the place (9)
6. *This chemist’s got speed! (5,8)
7. *Here’s an anagram to get 
your teeth into: tradesmen rent 
toothache pill (8,6,6,6)
9. *A fee stops your thrush risk 
(anag)... Get plenty of fibre!
10. Environmental champion 
sounds like he’s got fatter at this 
shop. Unlikely!

Answers next issue

Answers to clues marked * include some of our regular advertisers. All the other clues 
refer to local types of shops and businesses.
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March crossword solutionCemetery Bees
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With the arrival of spring the bees in the cemetery are out foraging again 
entailing more frequent hive inspections to ensure their wellbeing. Therefore we 
need more people to join us. 

We would welcome anyone local who can give time on a fairly regular basis. It’s 
fun and fascinating. Interested?

We have bee suits to fit most people so come along and give it a try. We meet 
Wednesday evenings 6.30pm, at the old mortuary chapel near to the Melrose 
Road entrance to the cemetery.

For more information contact saleema.imam141@googlemail.com 
Call Krysia on 07753 674 590 or see our website at  
www.friendsofburngreavecemetery.btck.co.uk 
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To advertise in the Messenger contact 0114 242 0564 or mail@burngreavemessenger.org


