
Recently the plight of the people in the Horn of Africa, 
including the unrecognised Republic of Somaliland has 
been hitting the news. 

Kaltun Elmi from Wensley has lived in Sheffield for twelve  
years and left Somaliland 30 years ago. She returned in 
early May to respond to the crisis which her people are 
facing. She explained to me that there has been no rain in 
Somaliland for three years now. No crops have grown and 
the rivers have slowly dried up into dust. 

Desperate people have left their homes in search of food 
and water. Even the small remaining amounts of water are 
often contaminated with bacteria from over ten million 
livestock whose bodies litter the barren countryside. 

Kaltun and her friends (including local MPs and MEPs) 
fundraised enough money to feed 130 families in just 
48 hours, managing to raise enough for another twenty 
families while she was out there. She bought bulk supplies 
of rice, flour, milk, sugar, dates and oil that had been 
bought in from neighbouring countries then drove out into 
the rural areas. Under the advice of news reporter and 
Somalilander, Rageh Omar, she set up distribution points in 
the night so as not to be rushed at by the hungry people. 
They came to claim food for their families and Kaltun and 
her companions drove it to where it was needed, as the 
hungry  were too weak to carry it themselves.

With tears in her eyes she told me how, on the drive back 
to the city, she stopped to talk to a child who was crying 
and hitting herself. The child had just found five of her 
goats dead. Her family were laid down nearby as they were 
too weak to stand. With no food parcels left Kaltun gave 
her a package of dates which her team had been eating, 
and her prayers. 

This horrific situation is made worse by Somaliland’s 
situation of not being a recognised independent state. This 
means they cannot borrow money from the World Bank to 
help in crisis and, when asked, the people whom she met 
had seen no aid workers. They are operating in surrounding 
countries also facing crisis. During our two hour meeting 
her phone did not stop ringing with international calls from 
people desperate for food and medicine.

A cholera epidemic has broken out and the city of Burao is 
restricting movement in and out. Schools and public places 
have had to be closed to prevent the spread of infection. 

Kaltun took out food but brought back the important 
message that aid is desperately needed in Somaliland. 
She is continuing to send money to help buy food and 
medicines, and would like to thank her friends Nasar Raoof 
and Shamsa Latif as well as Gill Furniss MP, Paul Blomfield 
MP, and Linda McAvan MEP without whom she could 
not manage  it. If you are able to donate money or offer 
medical assistance please contact Kaltun on 07495 629 
327. The Messenger will also be collecting donations for 
Kaltun’s appeal.
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Fundraising for food
Story by Amy Palmer | Photos by Kaltun Elmi and Abdi (film crew)
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On 8th June people across the country went to 
the polling stations to vote. Our constituency 
of Brightside and Hillsborough continues to be 
represented by Labour MP Gill Furniss increasing 
her share of the vote by over 10%, which means she 
now has 67% of the vote. 

Burngreave is traditionally one of the areas of 
Sheffield where few people vote but this election saw 
a great improvement with a 59.2% turnout.

Gill Furniss is your representative in parliament so if 
you have issues to raise contact her on 
0207 219 0364/0114 234 9079 or  
email gill.furniss.mp@parliament.uk

The Burngreave Messenger is 
a community newspaper with 
editorial independence, funded by 
advertising and the Big Lottery.

Registered Charity: 1130836

All content is copyright Burngreave 
Messenger Ltd or its voluntary 
contributors.

This issue’s team: Fran Belbin, 
Richard Belbin, Deborah Blencowe, 
Nico Hall, Ibrar Hussain, Saleema 
Imam, Jim Jamison, Graham Jones, 
Douglas Johnson, Jamie Marriott, 
Tim Neal, Amy Palmer and Kate 
Sheldrick.

Welcome to our environment 
themed issue. We’ve had a great 
time appreciating the green spaces 
of Burngreave and have been 
thinking hard on how to tackle 
littering. For our next issue we’ll be 
focussing on ‘parents and children’. 
If you know of any children or 
young people’s groups we could 
cover please get in touch. 

Messenger info

Next deadline: 11th July 
Issue published: 29th July

Burngreave Messenger Ltd. 
Abbeyfield Park House 
Abbeyfield Road, 
Sheffield S4 7AT

Tel: (0114) 242 0564

mail@burngreavemessenger.org 
www.burngreavemessenger.org

Follow us @TheBMessenger

www.facebook.com/
burngreavemessenger

Burngreave writers’ group
Story by Samuel Humphrey

Writing has long been recognised and valued as a very intimate and accessible 
form of escapism and even therapy. Burngreave Writers’ Group has been 
running in the library for two months, growing out of a previous WEA Creative 
Writing Course. 

The group is led by Andrew Tildesley a professional author and stand-up comedian. 
The atmosphere is relaxed and stimulating with people from all walks of life getting 
a chance to share. Member Andrew Hodgson told me: 

“For years I have been a secret poetry writer. Mental illness really knocked my 
confidence so I didn’t show anyone my work. This group has helped me to share. 
It’s an important part of my week.”

The group is working toward a live presentation of pieces generated in sessions 
covering sonnets, “Shared Worlds”, radio plays, and poetry. Future sessions will 
include comedy, screenplays, short stories and anything you might like to try.

Please join us on Thursdays 1.15-3.15pm weekly in The Carwood Suite at Sorby 
House (check with the library that we’re running that week).

Ever fancied working in a library?
Burngreave Library is looking for more Volunteer Library Assistants to join their 
dedicated team. 

If you’re interested, please pick up an application form from the library at 
Sorby House, Spital Hill or call 0114 203 9002 for further information. 

The library is also running free IT sessions on Tuesdays 1-3pm

Gill Furniss remains as your MP
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Football talents on show
Story and photos by Jim Jamison

If you like football, like I do, then you missed a treat 
on Friday 12th May when Fir Vale Academy held a 
community football seven-a-side tournament (over 16s). 

Eight teams took part in 
the knockout competition, 
coming from many parts of 
the community. I was quietly 
surprised at the talent on show 
in all the teams, but admit to 
being particularly impressed by the eventual runners’ up 
goalkeeper and the winners’ striker.

Bibiana Jordan-Horvathova, Community Cohesion officer, 
who helped to organise and promote the tournament 
together with PE deaprtment staff led by Jorden Spur, 
explained that “Sport brings people together and 
differences can be put aside”. She added that the school is 
very sport oriented, and has a strong focus on involvement 
with the community. 

It was a great afternoon, the winners were Parkwood, 
and the runners up were Park the Plane FC, and we must 
not forget to thank the referees who were excellent. 
Prizes were awarded and everyone received a medal for 
participating. Sheffield United Football Club and Tankersley 
Manor provided prizes and Tesco the refreshments.

The whole event certainly reminded this reporter that 
sport in any form breaks down barriers, giving people of 
differing cultural backgrounds a chance to meet and enjoy 
themselves. 

Team captain of Park the Plane Hamza Ditta told the 
Messenger:

“We did well to get to the final but unfortunately lost to 
the better team. We look forward to competing again 
but until then we will continue to play football and strive 
to be better.” 

Bibiana sent her thanks to Tankersley Manor hotel & spa 
and Saville Street Tesco for providing prizes and to Tesco 
Express Page for sponsoring the refreshments. She also 
added that more community sporting events were planned. 

More Tournaments? Bring it on!

Participating Teams
Diline Yandre  •  FC Spartak  •  Fetaka

Fir Vale Staff  •  Lybia FC  •  Park the Plane FC
Parkwood  •  Spring Lane United

George & Brian: Recycling the past by Edgar Lowman
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The Arabic Community Language School, a project within 
Aspiring Communities Together (ACT) held its annual 
achievement celebration on the 20th May 2017. The Arabic 
Community Language School teaches Arabic from beginner 
to advanced for children 7 years of age to 16 years of age. 
The school is based at the Fir Vale centre and runs on the 
evenings and weekends. Children attend two sessions per 
week but the timings may vary depending on levels.

 The celebration event welcomed Councillor Mark Jones 
and Councillor Jackie Drayton and MP Gill Furniss. Awards 
were provided to the highest achievers amongst young 
people as well volunteer teachers. 

Over 350 people attended including children and their 
families. There was poetry, eloquent speeches from young 
people themselves, and many other activities. 

Headteacher Musaid Al-Hakam said:

“We work to a curriculum which allows young people 
to eventually work towards sitting GCSE Arabic. 
Young people have shown a great deal of progress in 
learning the Arabic language. They are committed and 
enthusiastic and this is reflected in their development.” 

For enquiries about the Arabic school please email Musaid 
at m.al-hakam@hotmail.co.uk or call 0114 243 4340.

Fill up at new restaurant
Story by Graham Jones | Image and photo courtesy of G9 Design Architects

The site of the old Murco petrol 
station on Spital Hill, opposite 
Sorby House, has been a derelict 
eyesore for 25 years. In April 
2017 planning permission was 
granted for an exciting scheme 
drawn up by Gary Grayson and 
the award winning team at G9 
Design Architects to redevelop 
the site into a buzzing part of our 
community.

The land was decontaminated by 
Murco before they left the site 

but, nevertheless, there have been 
stringent planning requirements 
made by the council. The 
architectural team have therefore 
had to redraw the original plans six 
times to meet a variety of planning 
conditions and further reviews by 
building control, environmental, 
traffic and acoustic engineers are 
still pending.

The £500,000 development should 
commence and be completed in 
2018. It includes a restaurant with 

a terrace, takeaway, a bakery and 
retail space.  Prayer rooms are 
included in the plans.  In recognition 
of the building’s heritage, some 
aspects of the shape of the petrol 
station will be evident in the new 
building.

It is felt that this attractive new 
building with its useful facilities will 
make a welcome improvement to 
this part of Spital Hill.

Aspiring to Arabic
Story by Abtisam Mohammed | Photo provided by Aspiring Communities Together
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Taekwondo champions
Story and photo by Craig Wallace (instructor)

I’m happy to announce that we have a new batch of black 
belts who passed the British Taekwondo National Grading 
on 1st April in Nottingham.

Following on from their success as 1st Dan candidates 
in 2016, five of our group have stepped up their game 
and passed their 2nd degree black belt examinations. 
Congratulations to Dayne Sampson, Kasim Naveed, Xander 
Richards, Kelsey Richards and Rickeem West. We also have 
two new 1st Dan black belts: Marwa Mahmood and Elijah 
Wallace.

Pilsung Taekwondo happens on Tuesdays 7-8.30pm at 
Verdon Street Recreation. Contact Craig on 07773 175 
436 for more info. Sessions cost £2.50 and are suitable for 
children from age 5– 6.

SAGE gets theatrical
Story by Louisa Bruce | Photos by SAGE Greenfingers and Kimberley Levick

Mikron Theatre, a nationally renowned company founded 
in 1972, came back to perform for SAGE Greenfingers 
and friends for the fifth year running. Due to heavy rain 
on Wednesday 17th May we had a last minute change of 
venue from Grimesthorpe Allotments to St James’ Church 
on Scott Road. 

‘In at the Deep End’ by local playwright Laurence Peacock 
was a huge draw. Over 120 people attended, coming from 
all walks of life, including many people who use SAGE’s 
services regularly.

The play was a great success, using drama and song to 
explain the history of the Royal National Lifeboat Institute, 
weaving in an emotional story about the turmoil of a family 
volunteering at their local lifeboat station. There was much 
hilarity but also pathos, bringing the audience close to 
tears when father and son were finally reconciled.

SAGE raised much needed funds at the event, helping us to 
continue running our therapeutic gardening groups, singing 
sessions and ‘Step out to gardening’ course. 

If you want to take part in our services or just to find out 
more, ring Louisa on 0114 273 7718 or come along to our 
Open Day at SAGE’s site on Grimesthorpe Allotments on 
Thursday 10th August.
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On Wednesday 10th May, 
Wensley Community Centre was 
transformed into an exhibition 
space displaying artwork from 
pupils at Owler Brook Primary 
School, in partnership with Eden 
Fir Vale, a Christian youth and 
community team all living in the 
local area.

Masterpieces from years 4, 5 
and 6 were featured around the 
Community Centre. Visitors had the 
chance to vote for their favourites. 
Certificates and prizes were 
awarded to the best piece in each 
year group. 

There was also an array of creative 
activities for guests to do during 
the afternoon, such as canvas 

fingerprint painting, chalk drawing, 
self-portraits, and making  pencil 
toppers to take home.

It was a great way for families and 
the community to acknowledge the 
hard work of local pupils, and to 

recognise their achievements. There 
are so many talented young people 
in Page Hall and Wensley, and this 
exhibition is just one of the ways we 
can celebrate them.

To find out more about Eden Fir 
Vale, find us on Facebook, or send 
Nikky an email at firvale@eden-
network.org

Masterpieces
Story and photos by Nikky Sentence (Eden Fir Vale)

Flora and fauna 
Story and photo by Umanga Perera

Sheffield Environment Weeks took place this year 
between 22nd April and 9th June. Several events in the 
Burngreave area were included. 

During the first week, the Friends of Burngreave cemetery 
offered a bat walk, bird watching and the chance to take 
part in a tree survey to update the environmental survey 
completed in 2002. 

A nature exhibition was curated by Christine Steers, who is 
a prominent member of the Friends of Burngreave Chapel 
and Cemetery group, which aims ‘to educate and enlighten 
visitors into not only its history but its wildlife, trees and 
plants’.  

The exhibition showcased different types of flora and fauna 
found inside the Cemetery with pictures of birds, bats, bees 
and bugs photographed by residents and professionals. The 
exhibit boasts a beehive, bug hotel and showcase about 
permaculture.

On Sunday 7th May - International Permaculture Day 
-  lunch and information about permaculture were shared 
in the cemetery. We enjoyed watching the hatching and 

rearing of three peregrine falcon chicks nesting on the roof 
of St George’s church (University of Sheffield) via our laptop 
link with 24 hour cameras.

The cemetery chapel is open to the public every Sunday 
from 11am-3pm and the exhibition will remain up over the 
summer. For more information visit  
www.friendsofburngreavecemetery.btck.co.uk or email 
burngreavecemetery@gmail.com
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Burngreave works miracles
Story and photo by Amy Palmer

On 26th May MP Gill Furniss met Burngreave Works staff 
and their clients, who are being supported to look for 
work. 

Burngreave Works was originally set up as ‘Burngreave 
Opportunities’, a New Deal initiative, but now runs with 
just two dedicated staff, who offer support to men and 
women with a range of needs and in a range of languages 
(Arabic, Urdu, Punjabi and English). Their service is clearly 
very in demand and nine men were attending the drop-in 
job search session and patiently waiting to get advice when 
Gill arrived with Councillor Mazher Iqbal. 

Tammy showed Gill how they have got 30 people into work 
this year, exceeding their target of thirteen. Gill was clearly 
impressed, saying, “There’s something we need to bottle 
here”. In my opinion, the dedication of the staff is what is 
keeping this important service going. 

Despite their successes Burngreave Works can only get 

paid for meeting their target of helping thirteen people 
into work so funding is tight, sometimes staff work on a 
voluntary basis to ensure the organisation can keep going. 

If you need help to look for work Burngreave Works contact 
Tammy and Zaheer on 0114 213 2307 or go along to Sorby 
House and attend a drop in: Monday and Wednesday 
1-3pm and Tuesday and Thursday 10am-3pm. 

Film festival gets the silent treatment
Story by Mick Nott and Alex Hodgson | Photo by Nico Hall

On Friday 12th May around 100 people gathered to enjoy 
the Zero Budget Film Festival at Christ Church, Pitsmoor. 

Having been asked to dress as if we were going to the 
Oscars we were met by a red carpet. The indefatigable 
Martin Currie, who curates the Zero Budget Film Festival, 
greeted us in a golden frock coat. Martin had asked for 
short silent films and received hundreds of entries from all 
over the world. Martin’s final selection had films that were 
poignant, funny, emotional, melodramatic, quirky, and 
even some animations. We also saw a British 9mm silent 
slapstick film projected – it was very nostalgic to hear the 
rattle of the projector as the film wound from reel to reel. 

Musicians accompanied the silent films on keyboards, 
ukuleles, banjos, washboards, flutes, guitars with specially 
written songs; there was even a sound effects ‘artist’ 
providing the sound effect of coin dropping in a can - he 
got an encore! Laughter, gasps, sighs, appreciative chat 
and profound applause rose, fell and erupted as the 
programme unfolded before our eyes.

14 year old Alex Hodgson writes:

All the films were unique but some stood out from the rest 

as beautiful works of art. The whole evening had us all 
laughing, and mesmerised at the real creativity and talent 
of the films. The music was also incredibly well done with 
the film-makers always knowing what tunes were best fit 
for their videos.

I’m so glad we have something like this event in our area 
and such great members of our community to share it with. 

Roll on Zero Budget Film Festival 2018!
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Sheffield Environmental Movement
Story and photo by Maxwell Ayamba 

The Sheffield Environmental 
Movement (SEM) focusses on ethnic 
minority involvement with nature 
and is currently delivering two 
projects with Byron Wood Academy 
Primary School and Hillsborough 
College, Fir Vale Centre. 

Firstly, ‘Bringing OPAL to Urban 
Young people” involves using 
Imperial College’s Open Air 
Laboratory (OPAL) air and tree 
surveys to raise awareness about 
the dangers of air pollution and 
identify tree diseases and pests 
causing tree death.

The second project, “Rural meets 
urban” raises awareness about 
the importance of ecosystems 
services and the rural countryside. 
Participants have visited the 
Moorland Discovery Centre, and 
Whirlow Hall Farm for a residential. 

SEM has also taken SADACCA 
Women’s Health Group on a taster 
horse riding. Horse riding for 
health, known as ‘equine’ therapy, 
is something few people from 

ethnic minority backgrounds get to 
experience.

If you’d like to know more please 
visit www.semcharity.org.uk or call 
07791 614 433    



Shafaz has been volunteering for 
SOAR for almost four years. She 
came to us via the Health Trainer 
programme when she attended a 
twelve week healthy eating course. 

After making many positive changes 
in her lifestyle, she went on to 
complete the Introduction to Community Development 
and Health course. With her newly found confidence and 
self-esteem, Shafaz became a SOAR practice champion, 
volunteering for the chronic pain and women-only support 
groups. 

Shafaz is now a volunteer at the new Springboard Café 
at ACT and PACA, and even recruits new volunteers. She 
is training to be a sport coach so that she can deliver 
badminton and tennis classes.

She says:

“One of the main reasons I wanted to volunteer at the 
women’s support group is that I felt there wasn’t much 

support for me when I had my breakdown. Reaching 
out to other people with similar experiences is highly 
rewarding to me. The most rewarding aspect is to see 
the change in the women who attend the group - they 
have new confidence, going from reserved, scared 
or isolated to being more sociable, confident and 
independent. Some of the attendees moving on to 
education, volunteering, and even full time work.

“I have developed in many ways through volunteering 
at SOAR. I started off as a reserved and nervous person 
and was very reluctant to trust anyone. I was isolated 
for many years and stayed in the four walls of my home. 
By volunteering with SOAR I have realised how strong 
and valuable a woman I am. My confidence has grown 
so much I now volunteer four days a week. It gives me 
great pleasure meeting new people and being able to 
help make someone’s life a little better.

“I would highly recommend volunteering at SOAR, as I 
wouldn’t be where I am today if it wasn’t for them. A big 
thank you to Somshun for her support and helping me 
develop every step of the way.”  

Women`s Chronic Pain Groups
This is an opportunity for those who suffer from pain to socialize 
with like-minded people and gain new skills to self-manage pain. 

£1.50 per session. These sessions require a referral. 

Sessions are held on Tuesdays 12.30-2.30pm

• Sorby House – 6th June, 4th July & 1st August
• St Cuthbert’s Church – 20th June, 11th July & 8th August

Page sponsored by Sheffield City Council’s 
Healthy Communities Programme

Community Wellbeing Programme

For all activities contact Somshun Nessa,
Volunteer Development Worker

Sorby House, 42 Spital Hill, Sheffield, S4 7LG

Telephone: 0114 213 2591
Email: somshun.nessa@soarcommunity.org.uk

Feeling Good project 
Verdon Recreation Centre 
9.30am -12noon

Wednesdays Term Time 
21st and 28th June, 5th, 12th and 
19th July. Term time only.

Free Cook and Eat 
The Furnival 
9.30am-12noon 
Thursday 6th July 10.30 to 12.30

Volunteer for health

Women-only Support Group 
St Cuthbert`s Church - Monday, 12th & 26th June - 10am-12noon

This is a small group designed for women who have some form of hardship in their 
lives, and as a result of this suffer from low mood, isolation and low self-esteem. 

Come and talk to like-minded people, forget about the past and have fun.

For all the above Feeling Good 
Project sessions contact Aislinn on 
07432 805 847
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Chief plod gives the nod
Story and photo by Graham Jones

Head of South Yorkshire Police 
Chief Constable Stephen Watson 
and his team came to the Vestry 
Hall in Burngreave on 3rd May 
to hear the views of around 40 
residents on neighbourhood 
policing. 

Bespoke local police teams are 
being developed for communities 
with the aims of: creating better 
engagement with the public, 
supporting vulnerable people and 
places, and preventing crime and 
anti-social behaviour.

He stressed that:

“The values of the public are the 
same values that motivate us as 
a police service.” 

We used voting handsets to share 
our priorities as residents. Drugs 
were the main concern, followed 
by anti-social behaviour. Worryingly 
74% of attendees had been victims 
of anti-social behaviour and 31% of 

crime in the past year. On the point 
of drugs the Chief Constable said his 
force would be investigating people 
who had apparent ‘unaccountable 
wealth’. He also thought it was 
not beneficial to criminalise young 
drug users, preferring to mentor, 
supervise and possibly tag them.

Many people felt the police were 
out of touch with poor visibility and 
accessibility, and that this could be 
improved by having ‘drop ins’. 

One resident asked about the low 
number of police officers from 

ethnic minorities in South Yorkshire 
and the Chief Constable replied that 
they are actively trying to address 
this issue.

Councillor Abtisam Mohammed 
asked whether there would be 
community police bases. The Chief 
Constable replied that while some 
police stations will be closing other 
public buildings might be useful as 
bases.

It was noted by more than one 
participant that the general tone 
of the meeting had been one of co-
operation and positive feeling about 
the future changes to be introduced 
by the Chief Constable. 

Report non-urgent crimes to 101. 
Call 999 if there is a threat to a 
person or a crime in progress.

Bird life in Devon Gardens
Story by John Chapman

Although Devon Gardens is small, it supports a 
surprisingly diverse range of birds. You expect to find birds 
out in the countryside. However, research has shown that 
many birds make their homes in cities. 

In Sheffield we are blessed with many greenspaces and 
Devon Gardens is part of a green corridor which includes 
Crabtree Ponds. The Friends of Devon Gardens have been 
monitoring birdlife through the spring and have spotted 
twenty different species.

This includes a tawny owl, often heard in the area, but 
seldom seen. Also finches, including goldfinch, bullfinch, 
and recently greenfinches. This year a great spotted 
woodpecker has been seen and heard hammering away at 
trees. 

The Friends group have managed the gardens for years and 

have created a habitat, which includes areas to encourage 
insects for birds to eat. We also ensure there is enough 
plant and tree variation to support wildlife. 

A number of birdboxes have been renewed and are also 
attracting blue tits, great tits and long tailed tits.

You may never notice the birds as you by, but if you sit and 
wait you will be surprised how busy with birds it is. Some 
are in residence, others just passing through or visiting to 
feed.

To find out more, or to become involved, have a look at our 
Facebook page or Twitter @Devon_Garden_S4

Or you could join us at our AGM get together in the 
gardens on the 19th August. Find more about the wildlife 
on your doorstep.



Tranquility and rejuvenation. A park almost hidden in the 
middle of Pitsmoor. Flowers, grass and trees – the beauty 
of nature whatever the season and whatever the weather. 

Where am I? Abbeyfield Park of course!

Kate Sheldrick

Reporting and photos by Yassin Usuf, Deborah 
Blencowe, ‘Bert’ Outram and Graham Jones

Greenspaces

My favourite local greenspace is Crabtree Ponds, where I 
am a regular volunteer. I love the tranquility of the ponds 
and the sheer joy of seeing the newly hatched moorhen 
chicks and the beautiful deep blues of the bluebells.

One lady had recently seen a ring necked parakeet in her 
nearby garden and we have even had a kingfisher visit the 
ponds.

Graham Jones

My favourite greenspace is Ellesmere Green because it’s 
so close to my house and I can just walk out and be here in 
two minutes. I can also do my shopping and have a coffee 
here. It’s very convenient for me so I appreciate it more. 
What I like about Ellesmere Green is that it’s very spacious, 
with plenty of room so you can bring your kids and they 
can have ice cream when it’s hot.

Peter Nkesi

One of my favourite things to do in the evening is to 
take a walk and refresh my mind. I find myself drawn to 
greenspaces as it makes me appreciate the simple things 
in life and to reflect on myself. My favourite green space 
is Abbeyfield Park; it is a place I enjoy walking through. 
It also has a playground for my son, which he loves so 
much. The park for me is the best place to write, think and 
sometimes listen to music. 

And because of my love for anything with a history behind 
it, I find myself appreciating it the more since I heard the 
house and park date back to 1850.

Fatima Barma

Abbeyfield Park provides a little bit of something for 
everyone. On a recent visit on a sunny day children in the 
playground were supervised by adults, a group of young 
boys played football on the pitch, and the Abbeyfield 
Bowling Club were playing on their well-kept green. Adults 
chatted on benches and people walked their dogs. There 
was some litter but in general the area is quite clean. The 
big building was Abbeyfield House School during the years 
1919–1927.

Deborah Blencowe

My favourite part of Ellesmere Green is how green the 
trees are. It looks tropical when it’s sunny - the design is 
very good. It’s also central in the area, which I really like 
and am grateful for because you can do shopping.

Ali Mohammed

We asked local people what their favourite local 
greenspace is and why. Here’s what they had to say... If you go up Hinde House Lane and go through the little 

gate opposite number 104 you’ll find Hinde Common 
Woods and follow the path down - it comes out at the old 
library on Firth Park Road. It’s a stunning piece of inner city 
landscape where you can almost forget what is only yards 
away.

‘Bert’ Outram
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Dealing with rubbish
Litter - it’s a problem that just doesn’t seem to go away. Over the years the 
Messenger has covered endless litter picks but it often seems that people are 
dropping litter and dumping rubbish as fast as it can be picked up. Last issue 
we invited residents to join us for a meeting to discuss what we can do as a 
community.

Report it…
Keep reporting fly tipping, 
dumping, and overfull 
bins to Streets Ahead on 
0114 273 4567

If you witness fly tipping, 
report it to the police on 
101.

Make the most of your bins…
Don’t forget to use your blue bin and box 
too, you can choose which you use for 
paper and which for plastic and glass.

If you live in a larger household you might 
be eligible for a bigger black bin.  
Call 0114 273 4567 to check.  

Take a trip to the tip…
Longley Avenue West, Shirecliffe, 
S5 8WA

Open 7 days a week 10am-6pm 
(10am–4pm in Winter)

The vast majority of waste taken 
here is recycled too!

This service is not for business use. 

Gift it on…
For furniture and household items 
you can pass them on. There are lots 
of charity shops in Firth Park that 
take clothes, shoes, books and toys. 

Some charity shops also collect 
usable furniture:

Emmaus 0114 272 0677 or  
St Vincent’s 0114 270 3990

Or you can list free things (and 
find new things) online at https://
trashnothing.com/sheffield-city-
freecycle

Bring back 
Burngreave in Bloom?
One suggestion was to increase 
community pride in the area by having 
a competition for ‘most improved 
street’. Firs Hill and Page Hall have 
both held garden competitions in the 
past. 

Please let us know if you like this 
idea, and we will try to get it up and 
running.

A full community litter 
prevention strategy is currently 
being drawn up by a local 
resident based on all the ideas 
discussed at the meeting and 
will be available on our website 
soon. 

If you would like to get 
involved with any community 
action around litter or have 
anymore ideas to feed into 
the plan please contact amy@
burngreavemessenger.org
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St Cath’s creates a Bill
Story by Aaron, Eve, Elijah, Duaa, Sinead, Amari, Samah, Fimi and Isabella – School Council

Following a visit to the Houses of 
Parliament last year, St Catherine’s 
School pupils have been inspired to 
create a Bill for our school. 

A Bill is a draft law which becomes 
an Act once it is approved in the 
House of Commons and House of 
Lords (in our case, school council), 
and agreed to by the Queen (Mrs 
Rigby, our head teacher). 

Every class has to participate with 
an idea for a Bill. Once we have 
their ideas it is up to the School 
Council to debate them, and choose 
two. Mrs Rigby makes the final 
decision. Ideas so far include a 
school pet, more shade outside, and 
basketball nets.

The idea to make a Bill came from 
a school trip to the Houses of 
Parliament. On 19th December a 
convoy of about twenty people 
consisting of the school council, 
five teachers and a few other pupils 
went on a train to London. 

We left at 10am and got back at 
10 o’clock at night! In London 
we took the tube. Parliament is 
where decisions are made about 
Bills which are put forward to the 
Speaker. We saw the Speaker and 
he waved at us! 

Then we went into a quiz room and 
learned about Bills and competed 
against each other. 

Ibrahim said:

“My favourite part about the 
trip was visiting the Houses of 
Parliament and seeing all the 
different statues in Parliament 
Square before we went in.” 

Patrick added: 

“I really enjoyed seeing the Mace 
being carried into the big room 
with the Speaker. The Speaker 
waved at us.”

We feel that passing a Bill will make 
the school a better place - all voices 
will be heard. Watch this space for 
more information. We’ll let you 
know the big change in our school 
very soon.   

Pupils’ perfect pond
Story by Fimi and Aimen Y4RH | Photo provided by St Catherine’s school

Year 4 at St Catherine’s school made a pond because we 
were learning about how small actions can change the 
world. 

We started at the beginning of March and finished on the 
30th March when we had a STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and maths) showcase and set some tadpoles 
free into our new pond. 

The pond is located near the dining room, this is a perfect 
spot because everyone gets to see it on their way to dinner. 
The Year 4s worked very hard to dig the pond. To get more 
people involved we had a ‘big dig’ where parents came in 
on a Saturday to help us. Everyone worked as a team and 
the hole looked like a pond by the end of the day. 

Mrs Hopewell, a teaching assistant in Y4, said:

“I like learning about all the animals and Y4 have done a 
fantastic job!” 

Jan a Year 4 student said:

“I love seeing more and more creatures everyday.” 

Martha added:

“I like pond dipping and at the end of the session 
releasing the creatures back into the pond.”

Each class will get the chance to go pond dipping on a 
weekly basis. 
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Cleaning the streets
Story by Year 5/6 Polar Bears at Oasis Academy Fir Vale School - Bozhidar, David, Jozef, Vanesa, Laura, Leonard, 
Michal, Julia, Sofia, Ibrahim, Alex, Frantisek, Kevin, Mohsan, Emilia, Sara, Michaela, Alex, Alexander, Melania, Javeria, 
Jazmina, Maria, Andrea and Nina

Muslim Scout section takes off
Story by Marwah, Safa, Rohan, Idris, Ayaan, Ehsan, Haamid, Haroon, Anum, Hafwah, Aleem, Lybah, Hamza, Haanjah, 
Haiqah and Harris | Photo by Shirecliffe Scouts

We are the 39th Sheffield 
Shirecliffe Scout group, based in 
the Yorkshire Muslim Academy and 
we’ve been running for just over a 
year.

Highlights of our year so far have 
been: The Muslim Scout Fellowship 
(MSF) Olympics in October, cooking 
pancakes on camping stoves, 
indoor climbing at Awesome Walls, 
learning to play the daf (musical 
instrument), and the Hesley Woods 
Investiture Ceremony where we 
took our promise and participated 
in various outdoor activities. Soon 
we are planning an ‘Iftaar under the 
stars’ event, attending Don District 
camp, going to a jamboree and 
participating in the MSF Olympics 
again. 

Our Scout section has four patrols, 
two leaders, and two young 
leaders (Explorers). We are the only 
Muslim group in Sheffield that has 
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts. We come 
here together as a community to 

participate in enjoyable activities. 
We improve our social skills, make 
new friends, earn badges, and most 
importantly have fun.  

Haaniah and Haiqah said they 
enjoyed the climbing activity 
the most as it was something 
they hadn’t done before. It built 
a confidence and helped them 
overcome their fear of climbing. 
Hafsa commented that she was 
looking forward to district camp as 
she has never been camping before. 

Hamza said:

“I enjoy coming to the scouts. I 
get to do different things which 
we don’t do at school and get 
rewarded badges on completion. 
I have made lots of new friends.” 

We meet every Saturday from 
1.15–2.45pm. We currently have a 
waiting list but are looking for more 
volunteer helpers. Please contact 
39sheffield@gmail.com for more 
information.

People are dropping litter in Page 
Hall Road and around it. Children 
from Oasis Fir Vale School are 
worried about it. This has been 
going on for a long time. 

Every time you go out there is litter 
on the floor. People should put it 
in the bin. They drop litter because 
they haven’t been told at school. It 
is not clean and it is not good for 
the environment.

Leonard said:

“When people drop litter on the 
floor I feel angry at them.”

Sara and Michaela said that people 
drop litter “because there are not 
enough bins.” Bazhidar, Maria and 
Javeria said that the police should 
make people put litter in the bin.

We came up with some ideas to 
stop the people who are dropping 

litter. These included having an anti-
litter poster competition in schools 
and putting posters up everywhere 
in the area outside so everyone can 
see. 

We can help by picking litter up 
for people if we see them drop it 
and creating a litter-picking group. 
We can also educate people in the 
Messenger, at school, and at home 
about litter and its effects on the 
environment. 
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Contact: 0114 203 7562
www.sheffield.gov.uk/northeast

Talib Hussain

0114 273 5380  

(Town Hall) 

talib.hussain@

sheffield.gov.uk

Surgery dates 

Firvale Community Hub (PACA), 

127 Page Hall Road.

• Thursday 20th July, 

2pm – 3pm

Mark Jones

07500 764 202 

(Mobile) 

mark.jonescllr@

sheffield.gov.uk

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall) 

Surgery dates 

Firshill Tenants’ and Residents’ 

Association, 11 Firshill Glade, S4 

7DX.

• Tuesday 20th June & 

Tuesday 18th July, 

10.30am – 12noon

Wensley Tara, 5 Wensley Croft, 

S4 8JN.

• Tuesday 11th July, 

10.30am – 12noon

Jackie Drayton

0114 243 5388 

(Home) 

jackie.drayton@

sheffield.gov.uk

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall)

Surgery dates

Burngreave Library, 

Sorby House, 42 Spital Hill.

• Saturday 17th June &  

Saturday 15th July, 

11am - 12.15pm

Local Councillors and 
surgery dates

A new 16-18 travel pass is being launched from 1st July for all 
local 16-18 year olds. As it’s not just for those in education it will 
be valid all year round, including during August. 

The pass allows young people to travel for the discounted price of 
80p for a single, get half price rail fare on Northern rail services, and 
get a range of other discounts.  

You can apply online from 1st July at www.travelsouthyorkshire.
com/ticketspasses/ or ask for a paper application from any 
Interchange Customer Service Desk. 

Don’t miss out!

A new bus pass for young people

Sheffield is claimed to be the greenest city in Europe and Sheffield City 

Council are doing a lot to help keep the streets and parks clean, but 

unfortunately some areas still get tainted with litter. We want to go above 

and beyond to make Sheffield an even nicer environment to live, visit and 

spend time in, but in order to do this we need your help. 

We hope that if everyone is able to do a little bit, then litter will be reduced 

and positive behaviours reinforced. We are asking community groups, 

businesses and individuals to take part in the #CleanSheffield campaign:

• Sign up to our #CleanSheffield newsletter to receive all the latest news 

and updates

• Plan to pick up litter if you see it (e.g. during an organised litter pick 

and/or on your walk to the shops)

• Display the pledge sticker in your home, business or community group 

area

Contact cleansheffield@keepbritaintidy.org and the Project Officer will 

be in touch or find out more information at  www.keepbritaintidy.org/

cleansheffield

Clean Sheffield pledge
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‘I belong to Burngreave’ - Amie Bangura
Story and photo by Carrie Hedderwick

A very rich and diverse history - 
this applies to both Amie and the 
amazing African textiles, artefacts 
and clothing that she sells in her 
shop on the corner of Idsworth 
Road.

The African fabric industry dates 
back to 5,000BC when Egyptians 
began cultivating flax and weaving it 
into linen. Amie is not that old! But 
a very colourful eventful life unfolds 
as she talks about determination 
and the many life changing 
decisions she has had to make.

Amie originates from Sierra Leone 
in West Africa but came to the 
UK in 2015 from the Netherlands, 
where she had lived since 2001. 
There, she had worked with a 
charity, which promoted schemes 
to support agriculture in Zimbabwe. 

In 2014 Amie returned to Africa. 
She went to neighbouring Ghana 
with her daughters and thought 
to set up a branch of the charity 
there. However, when the Ebola 
virus swept through Guinea Amie 
decided it was unsafe for her family 
to remain in West Africa – she 
returned to Europe, and settled in 
Sheffield. 

Amie’s three priorities in 2015 
were to find a house, get a job, and 
to integrate with British society. 
She found a home in Woodhouse. 
Finding employment agencies 
unhelpful, she applied directly for 
NHS jobs online, and found a job 
in orthopaedics at the Northern 
General. She also signed up as a 
volunteer with South Yorkshire 
police. Amie had achieved her three 
priorities!

Amie told me her spirited 
persistence came from her 
upbringing in Sierra Leone. She 
was the eldest girl, born to parents 
living in poverty. She had to work to 
raise money to pay her own school 
fees and then trained and worked 
as a nurse. When she went to the 
Netherlands, Amie had to retrain in 
order to work in a hospital there. 
Then, in the UK, she worked as a 
support worker on the Huntsman 
ward, but staff recognised 
her experience, and she was 
encouraged to apply for a university 
nursing course. Unfortunately a 
serious injury at work forced her 
to give up her hospital job and the 
possibility of gaining a UK nursing 
qualification.

What to do next? As Amie has years 
of sales experience, she decided to 
put her skills into opening a shop 
selling fabrics, bags, accessories 
and African artefacts. So here she 
is – in Burngreave in her shop ‘Afro 
Mama’. 

Amie is keen to talk about the 
‘Inspiring Youth’ programme she 
volunteers for with South Yorkshire 
Police. The programme provides 
teenagers with opportunities 
to work on different projects to 
improve their personal performance 
in school, at home and in the 
community. 

Amie’s 16 year old daughter has 
gone through the programme and 
is, like her Mum, a mentor for other 
teenagers. Participants identify 
their responsibilities and map out 
their hopes and plans, focussing on 
positives and helping them follow 
their dreams.

One hour and some customers later, 
we were still talking. Amazing what 
you can find in your local shop. Go 
along – colourful and diverse – it’s 
all there!
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Hats off to the Ashram ‘Knit and Natter’
Story by Val Ellis | Photos by Michael Wright

The Ashram ‘Knit and Natter’ group run by Val and 
Margaret have just completed knitting over 150 tiny hats 
for the Innocent Smoothie ‘Big Knit’ in aid of Age UK. The 
little hats will be sent to Innocent who will give 25p from 
the sale of each smoothie wearing a hat to Age UK.

The group find creating and giving to others very rewarding. 
Cynthia says “I like doing things for other people” and 
Surtag says:

“It keeps me motivated, and is good for my arthritis. Plus 
is gets me out of the house.”

Diz and Christine agree they get pleasure from crafting for 
others, especially for charity. 

Members also enjoy working on their own personal 
projects, which they find therapeutic. During its nine years 
the group has knitted for a variety of charities providing 
clothes and blankets for neonatal babies, jumpers 
for children in Malawi, ‘twiddle muffs’ for sufferers of 
dementia, and knitted houses for Age UK’s ‘Keep Warm’ 
campaign. They also knit blankets and dressing gowns for 
St Luke’s Hospice and the local community. 

We welcome knitters of all abilities so if you are interested 
in joining the group please drop in from 12-3pm on Fridays 
at the Ashram on Spital Hill. For further information please 
contact Val Ellis at Pitsmoor Surgery on 0114 276 2644.

Challenge 65
Story by Farhaan Warsame | Photo by Jane Skinner

Yvonne Hayes from the former 
Rainbow’s End charity shop has 
set herself a challenge for her 65th 
birthday to run, swim and cycle a 
total of 65 miles, volunteer 65 days 
of her time and to give away 65 of 
her possessions.

Yvonne says she has been given a 
lot from many people in life and 
wants to give something back. 

In Wales she hired a bike, “I cycled 
two miles and I am very proud I did 
that”. She also walked eight miles 
and has chosen places she likes 
where she can hire a bike. She is 

going with different companions for 
different trips. In Wales she took her 
two oldest grandchildren, son-in-
law, plus a friend.

Yvonne is also volunteering to spend 
time doing 65 helpful things. So far, 
she has done two head messages, 
one hour collecting for charity and 
extra cleaning at a church. She is 
happy to do anything people want 
her to do with them or for them.

So far she has given away 30 books 
to Oxfam bookshop. “If you know 
me, you’ll know I’m very precious 
about my books”.

If you have a task Yvonne could 
volunteer to help with please 
contact her on 07749 662 623.
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Birdy crossword Across
1 Our icon(6)
3 Third lot of seats from the front(4)
4 He’s a Hood but he’s good(5)
8 Take the hairs off bird’s upper 
limb?(7)
10 Two hit earth(anag)(11)
13 Keep a rat(anag)(8)
14 Non-duck (anag)(7)
15 Where in Italy?(4)
16 These birds sang in the 1980s.
then some went to the Beautiful 
South(5,7)
18 Bird seen in visiting Ullapool(4)
19 Sounds more like a plant 
climbing another plant(11)

Down
2 I’m a peg(anag)(6)
5 Target it!(anag)(5)
6 Sounds like extra chicken(7)
7 Bird found hiding in her on site    
wheelbarrow(5)
9 Bald brick(anag)(9)
11 A porous shrew(anag)(5,7)
12 This angler wears a crown(10)
17 Sounds like I could be followed  
by this bird(3)
20 Gulp!(7)

Answers next issue

All these birds have been seen flying free in Burngreave.

April crossword solution
Eco housing for eyesore land
Story by Nico Hall

A small group of people are interested in developing and 
eco-friendly co-housing community on the land on the 
corner of Abbeyfield Road and Holtwood Road. 

The development of the land, which has yet to be acquired, 
would include sympathetic communal spaces for sharing 
resources, social activities and gardens, as well as the 
individual dwellings for the co-housing members.

The land was previously the yard of Aaron White 
(Demolition & Reclamation) Ltd. and is on the market with 
conditional planning permission for 20 houses.

If you are interested in finding out more or getting involved 
by joining or supporting the group in other ways, please 
email holtwoodroad@gmail.com
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Dancing at the Dementia? Welcome! Café
Story by Nick Edmondson | Photo by James Woollen

This year we have been exploring 
‘dance’, inspired by BBC2’s ‘Our 
Dancing Town’ and a short video 
we watched called ‘You said you 
liked the dancing’ by Janice Parker 
and Martin Clark which you can 
view at vimeo.com/52151878 

Volunteers visited public dancing 
venues to see if they would be 
accessible to people with memory 
problems. An Awards for All grant 
helped us pay for trips to City Hall 
and the Crucible Theatre Foyer with 
quite small groups of people who 
use the café. This has increased 
our confidence to continue regular 
outings and plan our own events 
here in Burngreave.

At the Crucible’s free monthly 
Dementia Friendly Tea Dance the 

singer, Susan St Nicholas took 
the hand of a man in our group. 
His expression came to life as he 
danced with his arms and shoulders. 
Soon he was actually standing, 
which is normally quite difficult. 
Others were singing and smiling 
and loved joining in. We have been 

learning how to safely manage 
outings despite limited resources. 

‘Dementia? Welcome! Café’ is on 
Wednesdays 11am-1pm at the 
Furnival, 199 Verdon St, S3 9QQ. 
Contact Nick Edmondson on 07725 
569 380 for more information.

Richard Hanson photo competition
Judged by Jess Hanson

It seems our theme of street art and graffiti proved 
quite a challenge but we did get some entries to share 
with you. The winning photograph was taken by Anne 
Gurnell and shows a portrait of Nelson Mandela with the 
quotation “They can imprison my body but they can’t 
imprison my mind.”

Congratulations also to runner up David Norris-Kay. 

Next time our issue will be on the theme of parents and 
children so in keeping with this we have chosen ‘playtime’ 
as your photo challenge.

Good luck!
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Dr McCullough retires
Story by Linda Jones and Carrie Hedderwick | Photo by Kate McCullough

Local GP Hugh McCullough will be retiring in June 
after working at Pitsmoor Surgery since 1985. He has 
enjoyed working in the area, “It’s been great, I’ve had 
a lovely career” - and his more than 30 years’ service 
is a wonderful testament to his commitment to the 
community.

When he first arrived, the practice was located in the 
building that now houses the Dental Practice on Minna 
Road. There were four doctors at that time, with three 
consulting rooms, and a small reception area. If it was busy, 
patients often ended up sitting on the stairs while waiting 
for their appointment! 

Things have changed a lot in Hugh’s time. In 1985 records 
and prescriptions were hand written. As there were no 
practice nurses none of those services existed that we now 
take for granted, such as vaccination programmes, cervical 
screening, and specialist nurse clinics. Today this is made 
possible by a thriving work force of some 25, including 
receptionists, administrators, health care assistants and 
nurses. 

Hugh told me that:

“Teamwork and dedication of all the staff are what makes 
the surgery responsive to the changing needs of the 
area.” 

The proof of this dedication is the length of time staff 
remain working for the practice. 

As Dr McCullough attends the Patient Participation Group 
regularly, we have got to appreciate his continual concern 
about the practice and his openness to suggestions for 
improvements. (Are you a patient? Would you like to join 
the group? Or would you like to be on a contact list for 
comments? Do let Karen Zaman at the surgery know).

It was only in 2000 that the practice was entitled to a 
‘deprivation’ allowance. Prior to this, all areas were treated 
the same, despite huge health inequalities across the city. 
Funding is still a problem for GPs but Dr McCullough said 
that NHS England proposals to merge practices could have 
mixed consequences. Sharing the cost of administration 
and IT could be helpful, but mergers could also lead to 
doctors becoming more remote from their patients. 

Another concern is that there are not enough trainee 
doctors coming into general practice. However, a promising 
development at Pitsmoor recently has meant that it now 
has a full time pharmacist, two nurse practitioners and 

several health care assistants. A new type of medical post 
is being created through the universities, where graduates 
with health related degrees can do a further two years of 
medical education to become a ‘physician associate.’ 

 Dr McCullough repeated his enthusiasm for general 
practice – to be ‘generalist’ is to be holistic – looking at all 
the factors that contribute to people’s health and ill health. 
He told us:

“To know and follow my patients and their families over 
a period of years and to be with them through serious 
illness and life events has been a rare privilege.”

However although doctors can diagnose illness and 
prescribe remedies he does recognise that so much ill 
health is caused by poverty and wider societal problems. 

Despite this, he is optimistic about the future of Pitsmoor 
Surgery - there are many good practitioners and a lot of 
diverse expertise and enthusiasm. He will miss working 
with a great group of people and will also miss his patients 

– many of whom are now old friends.

Dr. McCullough’s hobbies include gardening and woodwork 
and we wish him a long, healthy and happy retirement 
where he can pursue these at leisure. We would say to him 
too – we appreciate all your work – and do come back and 
see us sometime.

Pitsmoor Surgery will be hosting a farewell tea party for 
Hugh on Thursday 29th June at 2–3.30pm, where Hugh 
hopes to be able to say goodbye to any of his patients able 
to come.
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Air pollution, the invisible killer
Story by Graham Jones

Air pollution in Sheffield is responsible for up to 800 
deaths each year. The elderly, unborn, young and poor are 
all at special risk. 

Poor air quality is linked to cardiovascular disease, heart 
attacks, strokes, cancer, respiratory diseases, dementia and 
neurological degeneration, reduced fertility and diabetes. 

Sheffield Council have recently initiated an Airaware 
campaign to highlight the danger of traffic fumes, including 
the fact that traffic fumes are worse inside cars than they 
are on the streets. Schoolchildren in Burngreave have been 
encouraged to walk and cycle more. However, it is not 
fair to pass the buck onto children. Edubase/Ofsted have 
identified Owler Brook Primary, Fir Vale, Oasis Academy 
(Fir Vale) and Abbeyfield primary schools as experiencing 
dangerous nitrogen dioxide (NO2) levels.

The council has failed to meet the targets from its own 
2012 action plan. In Burngreave air quality monitoring has 
revealed that the European legal limit of nitrogen dioxide is 
regularly exceeded. Readings taken for Barnsley Road have 

shown the levels hitting almost twice the legally safe levels.

Road transport is the most significant contributor to 
Sheffield’s NO2 emissions and around a 30% NO2 reduction 
is needed. A low emission zone limiting the use of diesel 
vehicles would be a partial solution. Improved local 
transport might also encourage people not to take the car. 
Bus and train fares have soared over recent decades while 
the cost of driving has fallen. 

Road improvements are being paid for by the public 
transport budget even though they are of more benefit to 
car drivers. Five years ago the blocking of Carlisle Street 
due to Tesco being built destroyed a very useful and fast 
traffic route through non-residential areas. Mature trees 
help remove polluting ‘particulate matter’ from traffic 
fumes and the current removal of vast numbers of such 
trees will lead to an increase of particulate matter in the air.

Fifty years ago killer smogs were ended by the introduction 
of The Clean Air Act. Similar powerful legislation is essential 
now to stop this deadly disaster.
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