
I set off to the mosque to see the 
Imam. This being the Majid Umar 
Mosque on Barnsley Road, who 
had sent a note of Eid greetings 
together with a gift of chocolates 
to local residents (and schools, care 
homes, council departments and 
the Police), and large cakes to local 
churches and places of worship – I 
wanted to find out more! 

I was given a very warm welcome by 
Imam Shoeb Desai. Imam Desai told 
me that he had been overwhelmed 
by the positive response to the 
message and gifts, which made him 
pleased and proud. 

The Imam explained that the 
catalyst for this year’s gesture, at a 
time of spiritual celebration, was, 
very sadly, the recent terrorist 
attacks in the UK. The mosque 
community wanted to make it very 
clear that they condemn violence 
and believe in unity, peace and 
friendship. He added that other 
mosques in Sheffield and other 
cities followed their lead.

Judith Bower from Crabtree was a 
recipient of an Eid gift and greeting. 
She said, “It was such a lovely and 
generous gesture, and a surprise. 
I’m very much looking forward to 
visiting the mosque so that I can 
thank the Imam personally.” 

Linda Jones from Scott Road told 
me, “I almost cried, it was such a 
positive thing to do. I was doubly 
lucky, as well as the local resident 
gift, our church received one of the 
beautiful cakes.”

But who made all the cakes? The 
simple answer is that women from 
the mosque baked and delivered 
the cakes, and their hard work was 
clearly very much appreciated. Roll 
on next year – the mosque plans to 
do it again!

Looking to the future, Imam Desai 
was very clear in his wish for 
harmony and respect in Burngreave, 
and his belief that the interaction of 
different groups and faiths was key 

to getting understanding, respect 
and tolerance. He feels simple 
gestures are vital to this process.

A simple gesture and the positive 
response to it has shown me that 
the future is very bright for the 
peoples of Burngreave.

For further information contact 
masjidumar1@gmail.com

John Eaton from Pitsmoor 
Methodist Church sends this letter 
of appreciation via The Messenger:

We would like to say a public and 
heartfelt ‘Thank you’ for this lovely 
gesture from our neighbours. Sadly, 
in recent times, events of terrorism 
have negatively highlighted 
religious differences. Yet many 
people reading The Messenger, of 
any different religious faith or none, 
have lived together in this area for 
many years. We, and our children 
and grandchildren, want to continue 
enjoying being part of a peaceful 
and caring community. 

So, thanks again for the cake – and 
the hand of friendship that gave it 
to us! 

For full text of the letters go to 
www.burngreavemessenger.org
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A positive message in Burngreave
Story by Jim Jamison | Photo by Kim 

You are invited to the CommUnity picnic at Ellesmere Green on 19th August, 2-5pm 
Activities throughout the afternoon across Spital Hill and Ellesmere. Contact The Messenger for more details
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The Burngreave Messenger is 
a community newspaper with 
editorial independence, funded by 
advertising and the Big Lottery.

Registered Charity: 1130836

All content is copyright Burngreave 
Messenger Ltd or its voluntary 
contributors.

This issue’s team: Shuna Beckett, 
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Sam Humphry, Saleema Imam, Jim 
Jamison, Graham Jones, Alice Kirby, 
Jamie Marriott, John Mellor, Corrine 
Moss, Amy Palmer, Marek Payne, 
Kate Sheldrick, Mia Tennant, Danae 
Wellington and Michael Wright.

Our next issue will be themed 
around history and heritage. 

We would like to hear from you. 
Please get in touch if you have any 
ideas to share or stories to tell.

Messenger info

Next deadline: 29th August 
Issue published: 16th Sept

Burngreave Messenger Ltd. 
Abbeyfield Park House 
Abbeyfield Road, 
Sheffield S4 7AT

Tel: (0114) 242 0564
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Follow us @TheBMessenger
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burngreavemessenger

Our parents and children network

Messenger celebrates
Story by Susie Dufort | Photograph by Marek Payne

On 8th July the sun blazed down 
on Abbeyfield Park. Sixteen adults 
including Local Councillor Talib 
Hussain, and four children attended 
the event, organised by Mia 
Tennant (Volunteer Coordinator) 
and Shuna Beckett (Outreach and 
Training Coordinator). 

Mia told me:

“We’re organising volunteer 
events twice a year to celebrate 
our volunteers and to thank 
them for all their contributions to 
the Messenger. It’s also a good 
opportunity for our volunteers to 
socialise, get to know each other 
and enjoy feeling part of a team.”

A new volunteer myself, I was 
warmly invited to join in with games 
and a delicious shared meal. Laura, 
a volunteer of Bajan (Barbados) 
heritage and Ana Maria Monsalve, 
a Colombian post-graduate urban 
planning student, discussed their 
respective recipes for plantain 
fritters. Volunteers were asked to 
give feedback on their experiences 
with the Messenger and ideas for 
future articles were invited from all 
including passers-by.

At the end of the afternoon, awards 
were given to all volunteers in 
recognition of their contribution 
to the Messenger. John Mellor, 

awarded the ‘Longevity Award’ 
after 9 years of volunteering, 
said with a smile, “I’m part of the 
establishment, really!”

Anyone interested in volunteering 
is invited to email mia@
burngreavemessenger.org

Our much-admired Community 
Journalism training course for new 
and potential volunteers will also 
be running on Thursdays 7th, 14th, 
21st of September in Burngreave 
Library’s Carwood Suite. 

There will also be a celebration 
session on Tuesday 26th September. 
The course covers interviewing, 
writing and photography skills. 
To enrol please email shuna@
burngreavemessenger.org or call the 
office on 0114 242 0564.

Welcome to this issue of the Messenger which has the theme of “parents and 
children.” As with all of our themed issues, this is part of an initiative by us to lay 
down the framework of a new local network for those who have an interest in 
this subject.

We will be launching the network at Pitsmoor Adventure Playground on Tuesday 
19th September from 10-12pm where we will be sharing songs, stories, games, 
ideas and experiences of parenting. Please come along to this relaxed, informal 
(and free!) session and, of course, bring your children!
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Music and friendship at SADACCA
Story and photos by Marek Payne

On Friday 30th June we were 
warmly greeted at SADACCA. There 
was music playing and the room 
was filling up with friendly people 
on a lovely summer evening.

Host Mark bravely kicked off the 
karaoke, inspiring others to join in 
with several Bob Marley renditions 
including ‘No woman, no cry’, ‘Is 
this love?’ and ‘Somebody to lean 
on’ which was beautifully sung with 
no backing music.

Alphonso then gave a sensitive and 
a passionate presentation. He told 
us of his eight years in the Territorial 
Army as a medic working his way 
up to the position of corporal. His 
messages were clear - “We need 
to be motivated” and “We need to 
support SADACCA by giving our time 

and share our talents”. His wealth 
of knowledge and experience 
establishes him a good role model 
for our younger generation. 

He then performed as Trevor 
McDonut - a heart-warming and 
funny comedy impersonation. This 

act had previously reached the 
semi-final in a major TV show.

After a meal of mutton, rice, chicken 
and chips we returned to watch the 
stage play and Jazzy P took to the 
stage treating us to his saxophone 
performance, playing along to Ed 
Sheeran. A lovely performance 
followed from two children singing a 
cover of Rag n Bone Man’s ‘Human’.

My fellow Messenger reporter 
Rachel also joined in the singing. 
People were dancing and laughing 
together. It shined through how 
close the community are at 
SADACCA. 

If you’d like to volunteer here 
contact admin@sadacca.org   

A party at playgroup
Story and photo by Amy Palmer

St James’ parent and toddler group was started by Isilda 
over 30 years ago in September 1986. I joined them for 
their Eid party to see what it was all about. 

It may seem odd to have an Eid party in a church but the 
group of parents attending (some dads as well as mums) 
were a mixture of Muslim, Christian and non-religious 
people and it was clear that all families are welcome.

Emilie, mum of Stan, explained that everyone is really 
friendly here and it is just as important to help the parents 
socialise and talk as it is to help the children. She told me 
that once a month Isilda cooks a fried breakfast “which is 
amazing when you’re still learning to make a cup of tea one 
handed, holding a baby.”

The noisy energy of twenty children playing with an 
amazing variety of toys was occasionally punctuated by 
squabbles of children wanting the same toy. Dylan, dad of 
Aiden who was kitted out in his Hawaiian party shirt, said 
learning to share and play with other children was extra 
important for children without brothers and sisters.

Just as I was starting to wish the play slide was big enough 
for adults, the party tea was served and Isilda and her 
helpers brought out a feast of pasta bakes, pizza, samosas, 
and other treats. 

St James’ church can be found on Scott Road, near where it 
is crossed by Abbeyfield Road. Playgroup runs from 9-11am 
on Tuesday and Thursday. Children up to school age are 
welcome with a parent/carer.



July 2017  •  Issue 128 5

Update on Burngreave incidents
Story and photos by Fran Belbin

Many residents have been relieved 
to see an increased police presence 
around Spital Hill and Ellesmere 
Green following a series of violent 
incidents, including a shooting and 
stabbings.

A 22 year old man from Burngreave 
has been arrested in connection 
with the shooting. Police have also 
made arrests for possession of 
drugs and weapons.

On Friday 23rd June, Gill Furniss MP 
and local councillors visited Spital 
Hill and Ellesmere Green to listen to 
residents and business owners and 
show support for the police.

Councillor Talib Hussain told us, 
“We’ll be pulling together people 
from across the community in the 
next few days to look at ways to 
address these kinds of problems in 
the longer term.”

Assistant Police and Crime 
Commissioner and local resident 
Sioned Mair Richards joined the 
walkabout and explained that 
policing in Sheffield will be returning 
to a neighbourhood model from 
September, with officers specifically 
assigned to Page Hall and 
Burngreave.

This is intended to strengthen links 
between officers and locals so the 
police have more awareness of what 
is happening in the community.

In the short term a police team led 
by Sergeant Lee Kayne is based in 
Sorby House. Lee says:

“The Burngreave Problem-Solving 
Team along with the Tasking 
Team based in Attercliffe are 
taking proactive action to disrupt 
offenders engaged in drug supply 
activity in the area. Alongside this 
there are drop-in surgeries where 

the public can speak to their 
PCSO beat manager at Sorby 
House every Wednesday between 
10am and 12pm.”

People on the streets were clearly 
pleased to see more police in the 
area for the time being. One woman 
said, “It’s good to have them 
around, we feel safer. It has felt 
scary the last few days.”

A Kurdish man told us:

“People are saying it’s this or that 
community that is to blame, but 
it’s not whole communities, it’s 
individuals who don’t want to 
keep to the law. No matter where 
you are from, we live here in the 
UK and we need to live by UK 
laws.”

However, some residents have 
shared concerns that the increased 
police presence around the main 
roads is pushing drug dealing and 
other anti-social behaviours into 
more residential areas. One resident 
complained to the Messenger about 
open drug dealing taking place 
at the end of his street, despite 
numerous calls to 101.

Such longer term issues may be 
addressed by the Police Now 
graduate initiative, aimed at 
working closely with the community 

to identify and address recurring 
problems. Nicholas Wood has 
been recruited via this initiative 
and will be based in Page Hall. 
The Community Trigger is another 
mechanism by which residents 
can ask agencies such as the local 
authorities and police to review 
how they respond to recurring 
incidents - more information is 
available at http://www.southyorks.
police.uk/asbcommunitytrigger.  

However, better policing only 
goes so far to address anti-social 
behaviour, drug dealing and knife 
crime in the area. As Ellesmere 
Youth Project worker Imran Ali says:

“Work with young people in 
Burngreave is massively under-
funded, we’ve been running 
to stand still in recent years. 
We need proper resources for 
activities, addiction services and 
decent jobs to steer people away 
from crime.”

Others have questioned the role 
of drug laws in pushing users into 
criminal behaviour. 

If you have any information on 
crime in the area please call 
101, report online at https://
www.reportingcrime.uk or call 
anonymously to Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.
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Eid-Al-Fitr
Story and photos by Michael Wright

The Muslim community celebrated the festival of Eid Al 
Fitr on Sunday 25th June 2017. This happens directly after 
the holy month of Ramadan when Muslims fast for 29 or 
30 days from dawn to sunset each day.

The event was held in the Tesco Extra car park in order to 
accommodate the hundreds of worshippers who attended. 
A special prayer is recited with an imam to lead the prayer. 
The prayer must be performed congregationally.

Prior to celebrating Eid Al Fitr Muslims are obligated to 
offer a religious tax known as zakat. This year Mohamed 
Ameen Ahmed said that the rate was set at a minimum 
£3.00 per person and the proceeds goes to Muslims in 
need of support in other countries including Syria and 
various African countries.

Mohamed Ameen Ahmed mentioned that traditionally 
Muslims celebrate the Eid festival by wearing new or 
special clothing and offering food and gifts to family and 
friends. Eid Al Fitr not only celebrates the end of Ramadan 
but offers thanks to Allah and is a time to forgive others.

After the prayer the Imam gave a short sermon about the 
importance of Eid and reasons for coming together on this 
special occasion.

Iftar Under the Stars 
Story by Haamid, Ehsan, Haroon, Idrees and Ayaan | Photo by Amy Palmer

On Saturday 10th June the 39th Sheffield scout group 
had an Iftari (opening of fast), under the beautiful night 
sky at Firth Park. We did many activities including 10 pin 
bowling, a treasure hunt, lantern making, cooking and 
making bunting and cards for Eid. Friends of Firth Park 
gave us a building to use for our ablutions and in case it 
rained.

In Ayaan’s opinion, the best part was making the 
wraps. There was an open fire to cook the wraps, toast 
marshmallows, and to cook chocolate bananas and fruit 
crumble.  “I toasted a marshmallow and it went so brown, 
it looked like a loaf of bread!” said Ayaan. Haamid’s 
favourite part was the treasure hunt because you had 
to work out where to go and look for each clue. Ehsan’s 
favourite event was lantern making, especially decorating 
with glass paint. He said, “we had some amazing designs.”

There were lots of members of the Don District Scout team 
who came to support us and watched as we renewed our 
Scout promise. Don District Commissioner, Janette Mellor 
commented:

“It was fantastic to see the group at its best, supporting 
each other and encouraging young people to try new 
scouting skills.”

We read our prayers led by Shaykh Jameeli, and had some 
singing. Finally we finished the day’s fast. Idrees said this 
was his favourite part of the evening because, “the food 
was delicious and it was fun sitting and eating with friends.”

Haroon said, “It was a great experience and I look forward 
to doing it again next year”
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George & Brian: Summer weather by Edgar Lowman

George, don’t you love 
this summer weather? So, uplifting!

BBQ, bouncing and bric-a-brac
Story and photo by John Mellor

On the afternoon of Saturday 15th July, St Peter’s 
Ellesmere held its annual summer fair.

Luckily, the morning rain stopped in time for the free BBQ 
and bouncy castle outside while a variety of stalls were set 
up inside the building. These included the Burngreave TARA 
and Library, face painting, crafts, jewellery, and bric-a-brac 
stalls. A cake stall and tea room provided a space for people 
to sit down and chat over refreshments. A questionnaire 
asked people about what activities they would like to see 
running at St Peter’s brought in many helpful suggestions.

Ana Monsalve, a student from Columbia studying Urban 
Design, commented:

“The fair was an excellent opportunity that allowed 
me, as a visitor, to meet and talk with people who had 
amazing stories to share. The different activities brought 
people together from diverse multicultural communities, 
and all age groups, in the local area. As a student of 
Urban Design it was very helpful for me to see how this 

community space facilitated the coming together of 
people and promoted interaction and belonging.”

Thanks to all those who worked hard to make this event a 
great success.  

Photo competition winner
Congratulations to Cameron Gregory for being the winner of the ‘playtime’ 
photography competition with this artistic shot of a Monopoly board. 

The photo competition will be taking a break for the next few issues but if you 
have ideas for how it can be improved when it returns please do get in touch 
and let us know your ideas. 
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A call to play 
Story and photo by Danae Wellington

Ellesmere Park is home to an 
unusual variety of native flora and 
teeming diverse wildlife. However, 
the space is often left neglected 
and unmaintained by the council. 

One mum-of-three told the 
Messenger she has been 
campaigning around the area. She 
said drug users hanging around was 
one of the many reasons action is 
needed. She has often travelled 
to take her kids to playgrounds 
further afield. The lack of safe and 
accessible quality facilities is a 
growing issue, which is key to the 
happy and healthy development of 

our children. After petitioning and 
receiving a significant response in 
agreement, she felt encouraged to 
take the cause further.

Councillor Mark Jones told us:

“We have worked with Parks’ 
to install a knee high barrier to 

reduce access by vehicles to the 
park and to draw up plans that 
could help transform the park. 
This would include picnic tables 
and measures to discourage 
vehicle access. However, these 
plans are subject to funding.

 “Jackie, Talib and myself would 
welcome your input from to help 
more people to enjoy this lovely 
little park and we continue to 
seek the monies needed to help 
bring improvements.”

To get involved contact  
mail@burngreavemessenger.org

Globalmama seeks local home
Story by Amina Souleiman

Social enterprise Globalmama 
have outlined ambitious plans 
to expand its catering business 
and community empowerment 
activities by investing over 
£300,000 in Burngreave.

Globalmama started was in 2008 
by a group of eight women, mainly 
from the Somali community, who 
wanted to improve their English 
and help their families. In 2010 we 
became Globalmama Enterprises 
Ltd. to trade and raise money to 
invest in the future. 

We began as a small group who 
came together to cook and discuss 
the issues we faced within our 
families and community. We started 
to sell the food we made at local 
festivals, and quickly realised that 
selling to customers was a much 
better way of learning English 
and building our confidence than 
most courses. Our food was really 
popular too!

In the past seven years both 
the catering and community 
empowerment sides of Globalmama 
have grown significantly. The 
organisation is now in the final 
stages of negotiating the purchase 
of 12-14 Burngreave Road from 
Sheffield City Council, and turn 
the building into an affordable 
community venue that local people 
have a real stake in. Globalmama 
is even planning to offer the 
community a chance to buy shares 
in the business, so that local people 
really can own it, have a say in 

how it is run and most importantly, 
benefit from its success.

Globalmama has been looking for 
a permanent base for some time to 
expand and grow activities. So when 
Sheffield City Council put 12-14 
Burngreave Road on the market last 
winter they knew they had to pull 
out all the stops to buy it. 

We are really excited about our 
plans for 12-14 Burngreave Road. 
We want it to be for the whole 
community, and a positive facility 
that looks out from Burngreave to 
the rest of the city, so people feel 
that they are linked to all the great 
things that Sheffield has to offer - 
which sadly isn’t always the case at 
the moment.

Plans for the refurbished building 
include offices, meeting & function 
rooms and a café that tells the 
stories of all the communities in the 
area in their words.
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Girl Guides make a splash
Story by Heather Andrews | Photo by Ally Revill

On Saturday 1st July 186th St Catherine’s Guides boarded 
a coach to Skegness. The weather was very sunny and 
we spent a lovely afternoon on the beach, paddling in 
the sea, playing games, and having a sandcastle building 
competition.  

That night we had a sleepover in Skegness Aquarium. We 
had our own guided tour, watched a film, and slept in front 
of the massive shark and fish tank. The girls all enjoyed 
their fishy experience.

On the Sunday the girls went on rides the Pleasure Beach. 
“I enjoyed playing in the beach and making new friends 
with girls from the other unit” said Guide Molly Barker, “I 
got very wet in the sea.” 

Guide Leader Gillian Andrews said “Later this year we are 
going to Switzerland!”

Rainbows (aged 5-7), Brownies (aged 7-10), Guides (aged 
10-14), and Rangers (aged 14-26) all meet at the Crescent 
Community Centre, St Catherines School, Firshill Crescent 

every Wednesday in term time. There are currently spaces 
in Rainbows, Guides and Rangers.  

For further details contact Gillian Andrews 07863 890144 
or visit the Girl Guiding website  
www.girlguiding.org.uk

A well dressing for trees
Story by Saleema Imam | Photos by Dave Yates

‘Love our trees’ was the theme chosen by the Friends 
of Burngreave Cemetery for their annual well dressing, 
launched by the Lord Mayor in Burngreave cemetery on 
Sunday 9th July.

Several community members, local councillors, and visitors 
from as far away as Oxfordshire created the image, which 
will stay by the site of the medieval well until 23rd July.

Other activities in the cemetery in the near future include 
guided walks around some of the interesting war graves 
in the cemetery, banner-making workshops, installing a 
sundial, and a Guinness Book of Records hula-hooping 
attempt!

Come and join us any Sunday 11am – 3pm at the Old 
Mortuary chapel near to the Melrose Road entrance. 
http://www.friendsofburngreavecemetery.btck.co.uk



Over the past few years more parents are finding that the 
young people in their lives are struggling with difficult 
issues such as anxiety, stress, depression, self-esteem, 
and self-harming.

Expressing support and care for young people who are 
experiencing issues is crucial, and as a parent your input 
is needed towards helping them to feel better. There are a 
few ways to achieve this like, encouraging your child to talk 
about their feelings can be a way to help with a problem. 
Making sure they’re eating well, as there are strong links 

between the food we eat and how we feel. Taking part in 
fun activities, like doing something they’re good at, going 
out with friends or even just taking a break from it all. 
These few examples can be a good stress reliever and can 
help boost your child’s self-esteem. 

Consider contacting your local GP, if you notice any 
problems escalating, as they can recommend further 
support. For more information, please visit  
https://youngminds.org.uk

Chronic Pain Groups
This is an opportunity for those who suffer from pain to 
socialize with like-minded people and gain new skills to 
self-manage pain. 

£1.50 per session. These sessions require a referral. 

Women’s sessions are held on Tuesdays 12.30-2.30pm

• Sorby House – 1st August & 5th September
• St Cuthbert’s Church – 8th August & 12th September

Men’s pain support group

• Sorby House – 22nd August

Page sponsored by Sheffield City Council’s 
Healthy Communities Programme

Community Wellbeing Programme

For all activities contact Somshun Nessa,
Volunteer Development Worker

Sorby House, 42 Spital Hill, Sheffield, S4 7LG

Telephone: 0114 213 2591
Email: somshun.nessa@soarcommunity.org.uk

The Comfort Zone 
10am-2pm

8th August & 12th September

The Hub at Firth Park Methodist 
Church.

Contact Rachael on 07495 839 801

How can parents help young people 
with their mental health?
Story by Angela Barrows (psychotherapist)

Women-only Support Group 
St Cuthbert`s Church

Monday, 7th & 21st August - 4th & 18th September - 10am-12noon

This is a small group designed for women who have some form of hardship in their 
lives, and as a result of this suffer from low mood, isolation and low self-esteem. 

Come and talk to like-minded people, forget about the past and have fun.

ESA, DLA and PIP 
Claimants 
Sheffield’s Working is open to all 
adults in Sheffield and work clubs are 
in various locations throughout the 
city. There is one near you.

• Confidence

• Interviews

• Training

• CV support

• Job search

• Work experience

Please refer to SOAR employment 
team on 19 Bellhouse Road, Firth 
Park, Sheffield, S5 6HJ 

Call 0114 244 0401 or email 
employment@soarcommunity.org.uk
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Looking good for 145
Story by Samuel Humphrey

On 9th September 2017 your local library at Sorby House 
will be celebrating 145 years of providing the written 
word in all its forms to Burngreave residents.

In 1872 the first library opened on the corner of Gower 
Street, now home to the Al-Rahman Mosque. 109 years 
later it moved to Spital Hill in the building recently taken 
over by The Rock Church. Finally, in April 2015 it transferred 
across the road to Sorby House and in October 2015 it 
became the community library you know now. Its run on 
a day to day basis by volunteers and one very capable and 
enthusiastic manager, Marcia Layne.

Margaret Hill who is a volunteer at the library as well as 
treasurer of  Burngreave TARA told us:

“My family has used the library in all three locations since 
1977 when we moved into the area. This new library 
is the brightest, lots of natural light, and the best at 
offering a great range of activities to all residents.”

Burngreave Library has won two awards recently for 
its work in the community and the support it offers the 
volunteers. It has been reported recently that book lending 
figures have fallen across Sheffield since the volunteers 
took over, but this has not affected footfall on Spital Hill. 
Burngreave Library’s ten available computers are also 
frequently used and there is a high demand for their up to 
date DVD collection.

9th September is going to be full of activities and an 
Awards Ceremony with Councillor Jackie Drayton for 
children who are involved in the Summer Read scheme. 
Make sure you pop in and show your support and interest 
in this now longstanding part of Burngreave’s heritage.

If you have memories of the old Burngreave library you 
would like to share please join us for coffee, cake and 
conversation on Tuesday 8th August 10.30-12.30pm at 
Burngreave Library where you can look at archive pictures 
of Burngreave and read local history books. Please call 
0114 203 9002 to book or just come along.

Shaking those tins
Story by Andrew James Hodgson

Earlier this summer the Savile 
Street Tesco was visited by three 
volunteers from Burngreave Library 
- our mission was to raise extra 
funding to keep the library open.

The event was organised through 
Tesco’s Community Champion, 
Dionne, who along with staff 
members Steven, Kirk and Annie, 
helped the volunteers with setting 
up by the supermarket tills. To these 
kindly and professional people in 

particular, the library offers special 
thanks. 

Myself and my son Alex collected 
numerous donations in their sexy 
purple tins! The boys were ably 
assisted by Margaret selling second 
hand books, while also making 
her delicious tea for thirsty Tesco 
customers. 

The total value of their collection 
was £83.73 for which everyone 

associated with the library say 
“thanks ever so much” to all who 
made their contributions. 

The volunteers hope to be collecting 
again in Tesco before the end of the 
year and any further voluntary help 
would obviously be appreciated. In 
the meantime we look forward to 
seeing as many of you as possible in 
your friendly neighbourhood library 
on Spital Hill!



Childhood and parenthood

Edyta Poppe from Poland
In my opinion, being parents in your own country is easier because we 

have family and grandparents to help out. When parents are dreaming 
about a free weekend, they can drop children over to 
grandparents and then enjoy free time or go out 
with friends. 

In the UK, it’s not always possible because 
very often we have problems with sorting out 
childcare, so most parents stay at home with 

their little children.

Caroline Schosana
I grew up in Zimbabwe being looked after by 

my grandmother. She was very old indeed, I 
remember when I was seven years old she treated 
me like a three year old baby. I used to cry a lot 
especially when I felt like I needed my mum’s love.

My grandmother used to sing a song for me which 
says “oh my granddaughter stop crying, I wish I was 
a bird I was going to fly to where your mum is and bring 
her to you my granddaughter, she will buy you some chocolates and new 
clothes. I wish I was a bird I was going to fly and bring your dad he will pick 
you up. The problem is I’m not a bird and I can’t be one so we have to wait 
my granddaughter for them to come, stop crying my little punsy-punsy, 
everything will be ok”. After the song I would fall asleep.

I think my grandmother is very special in my life even though she is no 
longer on earth I will always remember her. Rest in peace Grandmother.

Leoreta Ndreca
My mum always says:

“To look after a child, to help 
them growing up and to educate 
a child is like you built a very 
big and new house from the 
foundations.”

Now I’m a parent I totally agree 
with her. I’m a mother of one boy 
who is 21 months old. I don’t have 
any family here to help but I am 
grateful for the healthcare we get 
here during pregnancy.

Saiqa Afreen
Parenting means a lot to me. 
It is a beautiful experience and 
a full time job. Bringing up a 
child is a big responsibility. You 
put all your efforts into making 
your children good people 
for themselves and for the 
community.

Agata Boczulinska
As a single parent my mother tried 
to be a mother and father for me 
and my older brother. She spent 
as much time with us as she could. 
I think it was hard for her to mix 
going to work and taking care 
children. 

Now I’m older I see how much 
work is needed to take care of 
my step daughter I admire her. 
Parenting means a full time job.

Dorota Slawecka
Parenting for me is a strong emotional bond which we create for our whole 

lives. It’s an incredible experience which teaches me lots of new things, 
even to know more about myself. They can make me happy so quickly - with 
them I forget about problems. I love to observe them growing up, how they 
change and how fast they learn.

Parenting it is not only enjoyable time, it is a huge responsibility. Sometimes 
we have a lot of obstacles to raise our children when they have health 

problems, development problems, or times when they don’t listen to us.

Wriiten by students on a WEA course and Schola Cashdan12



Susie Dufort
Here we go round the mulberry bush, 
The mulberry bush, 
The mulberry bush. 
Here we go round the mulberry bush 
On a cold and frosty morning.

At the age of 2½, it was discovered 
that I had dislocated hips, and I spent 
the following two years incarcerated 
in a plaster cast from the waist to the 
ankles (changed every few months 
as I grew). I was a cheerful child, I 
sometimes felt sad at not being able 
to run around or go to nursery. Mum 
would then grab a hat, whatever hat 
came to hand (straw hat, sun hat, 
Christmas hat), and sing: ‘Here we 
go round the mulberry bush’ to me 
whilst dancing round me. It always made me feel happy.

Trip To The Shops
Could you got to the shops for me Eric?

But why should I?

If you don’t give me 5 good reasons in 5 
seconds I’m going to spank you, that’s why!

I might get mugged

No! – 1

I might fall over and lose the money down the 
drain

No! – 2

I might get abducted by aliens

No! – 3

I might get run over

No! – 4. One More!

But Mummy

Yes Darling

I’m only 2 years old

Written by James Blencowe whilst attending 
Firs Hill Primary School in 2008 – Age 9

Andrew Hodgson has also written a beautiful 
children’s story for us. To read the story of ‘The 
Magic Beard’ visit www.burngreavemessenger.org/
networks/parents/the-magic-beard/

The lion’s share –  
from Farhaan Warsame
The lion and the meat is a Somali 
children’s story from when I was 
young… 

There was a long drought in Somalia and the beasts 
were starving. Lion chaired a meeting and it was 
agreed whenever there is hunting Lion should be in 
charge of how to share the meat.

The day came when Hyena made a kill. Lion said Fox 
would distribute the meat for the beasts. Fox was 
scared of Lion, so when she divided the meat in two 
halves. Half for the Lion and half for the rest. This half 
Fox divided in two - half goes to lion and half for the 
rest. She kept the same pattern until all meat went 
to lion and one small bite was left for Fox. The other 
beasts walked away hungry and angry and after the 
drought, rebelled against the lion.

The moral of the story is if you are greedy or selfish 
to others you fall alone. If you can’t help them you 
should not harm them.

The happiest memory of 
my youth

by Rachel Smith

When I was young, my mum was very enthusiastic 
with entering competitions. She would sit for hours 
with her magnifying glass surrounded by newspapers. 
She always had stamps and envelopes in stock.

One day she won an amazing prize - a family 
holiday to Disney World in Florida, USA, with £1,000 
spending money. The competition she entered was 
to finish this sentence: ‘Oliver’s Shoes are the best 
because...’ and my Mum completed it with ‘they are 
always in fashion, they are my favourite passion.’

My mum, Patricia, sadly passed away in 2009. There 
is a peace pole in Meersbrook Park’s Japanese 
gardens, which she brought from Japan. I like to go 
there to remember her and the joy she brought into 
our lives with her drive and love for life. RIP, Peace 

pole Pat!

13
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More than a coffee morning
Story by Amy Palmer | Photos from Fir Vale Academy

At the liveliest coffee morning I have ever been to, the 
school community cohesion officer Miss Bibiana and her 
team of staff and students welcomed parents and visitors 
to find out more about Fir Vale Academy. 

Bibiana was easy to spot as she danced in the middle 
of the room wearing Asian clothing in celebration of 
Eid. Throughout the event Roman - a Roma pupil with 
impressive musical talent - played live music. Visitors 
exhibited out of school opportunities for the students and 
while one student tried on firefighting equipment, a big, 
burly fire officer from South Yorkshire Fire and Rescue 
showed off a henna design he’d had done at another table. 
Police officers, Firth Park library and Sheffield Futures were 
also joining in the fun. 

Parents and teachers are also fans of the new initiative. 
Perveen, a parent told me “It’s brilliant, there’s workshops 
for parents as well” and one teacher explained how she 
finds it much less rushed than parents’ evening.

The students here are proud of their school, which is 
investing in them as members of society as well as helping 
them pass exams. One student, Fadumo Jimaleh, came 
over to welcome me wearing a ‘young interpreters’ 
baseball cap and explained to me that the school speaks 

44 languages and being a young interpreter is to celebrate 
that. She enjoys the themed coffee mornings and said, 
“Last theme was Christmas, which was nice because as a 
Muslim I don’t celebrate Christmas.” Fadumo also took me 
to see the memorial garden, which is a quiet space where 
the pupils can make a patch or ornament to remember a 
grandparent or someone special to them who has died.

Coffee mornings are held monthly (during term time) so 
if you’d like to get involved please contact Bibiana Jordan-
Horvath on BJordan-Horvath@firvale.com

Pitsmoor baby and toddler sales
Story by Emilie Taylor | Photo by Ben Marshall

Pitsmoor Baby & Toddler Sales are going to run three or 
four times a year on a Saturday morning at the scout hut 
on Holtwood Road. Parents of young children can pick up 
cheap clothes and toys or have a table to make a bit back 
on the clothes their children have outgrown. Last time 
there was a cafe selling homemade cake, tea and coffee. 
One mum-to-be left with a baby bath, a high chair and 
brand new clothes for under £10!

Money raised from the cake and the price of the tables 
goes towards funding activities for local children. The last 
sale raised enough for Whirlow Farm to bring their animals 
to visit St James playgroup in April. 

The next sale is on Saturday 30th September. It’s £4 to 
have a table. For more information contact Emilie Taylor 
emilie@emilietaylor.co.uk or call 07712 491 376 
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The Great Yorkshire Show 
Story by Sara 5RC | Photo by Kaius Neal (St Catherine’s Catholic Primary School)

After merging two after school 
clubs thirteen children were lucky 
enough to work with Miss Franks 
and Miss Vella in the new E-CODE 
club. This is a mixture of gardening 
and computing. 

The Great Yorkshire show holds a 
Herb Box competition each year 
and the new E-CODE club wanted to 
get through to the final. The herbs 
they grew included chocolate mint, 
parsley, rosemary, thyme, sorrel and 
sage. All the children in the club 
had to make sure the seeds were 
watered and placed in sunlight. The 
smell of each herb was amazing. 

Along with the herbs, the children 
created a scrapbook full of 
interesting facts and fabulous 
pictures. Each week during the club 
the children picked a herb and had 
to create something. The children 
made mint and strawberry infused 

water, sage and onion stuffing balls, 
parsley sauce and even sorrel ice 
cream.

On Monday 3rd July they received 
an email confirming that they had 
got into the final! Judging would 
take place on 12th July in Harrogate 
at The Great Yorkshire Show. 
Everyone was so excited! 

On the day everyone had to leave at 
7.30am. On arrival there was time 
to sort out the herb box and add 
our secret weapon – the cheese 
and chive rolls. The children spoke 
confidently to the judges. 

While they waited for the results 
the children got to explore the 
Great Yorkshire Show. Some went 
on the ferris wheel or held hissing 
cockroaches! 

The crowds gathered in the main 
tent. 28 schools were there 
eagerly waiting to see if they had 
won. Everyone was shouting and 
clapping when St Catherine’s were 
announced as the winners!

Miss Franks:

“It was great to see the children’s 
faces when we were announced 
as the winners of the herb box 
competitions.”

Parkwood springs Forest Garden
Story by Laura Farah | Photo by Douglas Johnson

On a sunny Saturday, a group of volunteers gathered at 
the forest garden for a much-needed gardening session. 

The garden was bursting with fruit but needed a little 
tender loving care. The forest garden is home to a variety 
of fruit trees, bushes and plants which create a relaxing 
and inspirational space. Tim (session lead) explained that 
some trees help to replenish the soil whilst others provide 
fruit. There was a variety of jobs to do including pruning, 
weeding and mulching. Regular volunteer Louise said, “The 
forest garden is a sun-trap on a day like this.” 

Sessions run on the second Saturday of every month from 
11-2pm however the space can be enjoyed during any time 
of day for free. Why not go along for a breath of fresh air?

Families and children are welcome!

Meet at 10.45am at the car park on Cooks Wood Road/ 
Shirecliffe Road. Bring some lunch and gardening gloves. 

Contact parkwood.springs@googlemail.com or call  
0777 1564 883. 

There’s also a conservation session on Saturday 16th  
September, 10am - 12.30pm. 



www.burngreavemessenger.org16



July 2017  •  Issue 128 17

Contact: 0114 203 7562
www.sheffield.gov.uk/northeast

Talib Hussain

0114 273 5380  

(Town Hall) 

talib.hussain@

sheffield.gov.uk

Surgery dates 

Firvale Community Hub (PACA), 

127 Page Hall Road.

• Thursday 21st September 

2pm – 3pm 

(No surgery in August)

Mark Jones

07500 764 202 

(Mobile) 

mark.jonescllr@

sheffield.gov.uk

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall) 

Surgery dates 

Firshill Tenants’ and Residents’ 

Association, 11 Firshill Glade, S4 

7DX.

• Tuesday 15th August & 

Tuesday 19th September, 

10.30am – 12noon

Jackie Drayton

0114 243 5388 

(Home) 

jackie.drayton@

sheffield.gov.uk

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall)

Surgery dates

Burngreave Library, 

Sorby House, 42 Spital Hill.

• Saturday 9th September 

11am - 12.15pm 

(No surgery in August)

Local Councillors and 
surgery dates

Story by Graham Jones | Photo by Anwar Suliman

The Stars come out!

On 17th July in the Nelson Mandela room of the Town Hall over 
a hundred people from Burngreave came to the Burngreave 
Community Star Awards. The awards were given to people who 
had given something to our community, whether as volunteers, 
organisations or as professionals.

It was a glittering and buzzing event opened by the Lord Mayor 
Anne Murphy who said, “It is a pleasure to present these awards. 
We should celebrate our community groups and volunteers.” It was 
attended by all three Burngreave councillors, Mark Jones, Jackie 
Drayton, and Talib Hussain.

Jackie Drayton was the indefatigable and entertaining MC. This event 
was a showcase for the amazing achievements of local people. There 
were a lot of awards but each one indicated the wonderful work 
that is being done in Burngreave by the people who live there. The 
winners all had the commitment and courage to stand up and work 
for their community. Many of these people quietly work away for 
years without pay improving the lives of local residents. I challenge  
anyone from Burngreave not to be impressed and humbled by the 
awesome work that is going on every day around us. We should all 
feel so proud to be part of this community.

At the end of both award sessions, SOSA-XA! (Sounds of Southern 
Africa Choir) sang with energy and passion in Zulu, Shona, and 
Xhosa but this did not prevent audience participation too!

There was a special award for Naomi Hinch, locality officer for North 
East Sheffield who organised the event and is a true star in her own 
right. Naomi has done some fantastic work in our area in her years 
in the post but is now leaving to undertake teacher training. Our loss 
will be her pupils’ gain.

Jackie Drayton summed the evening up, “Tonight has shown what 
wonderful people are doing great things in Burngreave.” 



www.burngreavemessenger.org18

Making the most of the holidays….

Shiloh 
performance group

Friday 7.30—9pm

9 Gower Street,  S4 7JW

07818 553 521

Pitsmoor-on-Sea

@ Pitsmoor Adventure 
Playground

Tuesday—Saturday 

12.30—3.30pm

Until 8th August 

For ages 8—13  
(under 8s with parent)

info@pitsmooradventure.org

0114 273 7121

Closed 25th August

Sheffield 
Futures—for ages 11+

Basketball Scrummage

@All Saints Youth Centre,

Lyons Close, S4 7EP

Monday, Wednesday & Friday

3—5pm

Earl Marshal Youth Clubs

@Owler Lane, S4 8GB

Wednesday & Friday

6—8pm

All Saints Youth Club

Lyons Close, S4 7Ep

Tuesdays & Thursdays

6—8pm

Osgathorpe Pavillion 
Youth Club

Mondays 6—8pm

All these clubs are free

0114 201 8600

Ellesmere Youth 
Project, SAALIK & 
Active Burngreave

Football, cricket & 
dodgeball for ages 8-16

Monday—Thursday  
1.45—4.45pm

Fir Vale sports centre

£7.50/week or £3.50/
session

imran@eyproject.org.uk

Burngreave 
library—for ages 8—16

Shakespeare showtime— 
A Midsummer Nights Dream

14th, 16th,18th August  
12—5pm

Performance on 19th August

Check mates board games 
club

Wednesdays 4—5.30pm

(Chess special 30th August)

All these activities are free

0114 203 9002

Mothers of 
Burngreave Youth 

Club

Thursday & Saturday 
5—7pm 

Verdon Recreation 
Centre

Ages 8—18  
(under 8s with mother)

Donations welcome

mosburngreave@gmail.com
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Welcome  Centre, 
Nottingham Street

Wednesdays 9.30—11.30am

50p per person

office@
christchurchpitsmoor.com

For tots in term time…
...Parent and child groups for pre-school age children.

St James’ church,  
Scott Road

Tuesdays + Thursdays 
9.00—11.00am

07707 711 496

St Catherine’s School 

Firs Hill Crescent

Wednesdays 1.15—3.00pm

0114 303 0381

Family buggy walks 
with SIV

Available throughout 
summer!

Wednesdays

Pitsmoor—meet at 
Burngreave Children’s 
Centre at 10am

Fir Vale—meet at Earl 
Marshall Recreation 
Ground at 1.15pmEllesmere Children’s 

Centre 

4, Maxwell Street

Wednesdays 1.30—3pm

0114 281 2143

ellesmerecc@gmail.com

Burngreave 
Children’s Centre

19, Spital Street

Mondays 12.30—1.45pm 
and 2—3.15pm

0114 252 5220
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Thomas Revs up
Story by Irshad Akhbar | Photo by Ange Droz

Former headteacher Huw Thomas has recently celebrated 
his ordination and will now be working as curate of Christ 
Church Pitsmoor.

Huw was born in Swansea. While his father worked in the 
financial sector, his mother was busy running to school 
to hear of Huw’s appalling behaviour. At school Huw was 
a rebel. He would often get bored with his subjects and 
turned to being disruptive. Stealing bins, locking teachers 
in their classrooms and getting into trouble was the norm. 

Huw eventually ended up in the sixth form, where he 
became passionate about education and wanted to 
become a teacher. Huw realised that children have the 
ability and teaching needs to be inspirational. 

Having graduated from University with a degree in 
biblical studies, Huw did not want to become a pastor 
and obtained a teaching post in London. He arrived in 
Burngreave in 1989 and was excited about coming to 
Burngreave to join his wife Kate. 

The first day at Ellesmere School was not what Huw had 
expected, Ellesmere School was renowned for its lack 
of discipline and in his first lesson a child threw down a 
bookcase and ran out of the room. The day went from 
bad to worse and in the evening when he met Kate for 
a celebratory meal he broke down and cried after this 
horrendous day.

Huw is resilient and persevered with the school. The head 
teacher Pat Jackson developed a team which took an 
interest in the children, resulting in a massive improvement 
in school behaviour. Huw’s approach was innovative and 
he inspired the children through play and fun to take an 
interest in their schoolwork.

Religion was not a part of Huw’s early life. When he was 
twelve, The Gideons came to his school and gave him the 
New Testament to read. The Gideons told him, “Read this 
book,” which started his interest in religion.

Over the years in Burngreave, he became involved in the 
church and came across great vicars including Martyn Snow 
and Michael Jones, who are leaders in the community. 
Huw contacted Martyn in 2010 and discussed how he was 
enjoying the involvement in the church, Martyn suggested 
that he should get ordained.

Huw has faced many challenges in his life and his advice is 
that, if you are honest and truthful, people will help you. 

One day he told his pupils at school about his fear of flying 
and that he had never been in an aeroplane. Two of his 
pupils came up to him after the lesson with a toy aeroplane 
and told him to hold the aeroplane to help him get over his 
fear.

Life for Huw is hugely exciting. It has problems and pains, 
but people are fantastic and life is full of people. He is 
angered by injustice and inequalities but is encouraged 
by his faith. He can always find something new from the 
scriptures that are 2000 years old.

With a fantastic family and supportive friends, he always 
seeks opinion of others. His dream is to see Labour in 
power and Swansea City football club in the premier 
division. His vision locally is a church for everybody in the 
parish.

His advice to the community is “Love Burngreave, enjoy 
and make this is a great place to live and work,” and “Never 
make a bland salad, always put something interesting in 
the middle.”



July 2017  •  Issue 128 21

I belong to Burngreave, Jason Williamson
Story by Carrie Hedderwick | Photo by Fiona Milne (top) and Jason Williamson (below) 

In 2001, when Burngreave was in the midst of the New 
Deal regeneration, a Messenger reporter spoke to Jason 
Williamson, aka Izal, about his work as a graffiti artist. The 
article reported that many officials thought that graffiti 
was the sign of a run down area, and that these signs had 
to be eradicated so that the area could become ‘orderly’ 
and regain its ‘self respect.’ However, to many, graffiti 
are signs of life - decorative, clever and intriguing. Graffiti 
expresses active resistance against the monotonous 
concrete. That was 2001 – so what has changed?

Jason continues to refine his talents, transforming grey 
slabs with outbursts of colour and is now joined by many 
more artists. The graffiti movement took off in the late 
1960s in New York City when spray painted names and 
nicknames started to appear on buildings, postboxes, 
subway tunnels and finally on subway cars. Now street 
art is found everywhere - from Tokyo to Paris to Pitsmoor. 
Much of its rebellious underground essence is now part of 
mainstream culture.

The name ‘Izal’ derives from the famous toilet paper 
manufactured in Chapeltown for decades. In the Second 
World War, Izal produced sheets of toilet paper overprinted 
with cartoon illustrations of Adolf Hitler. These were 
popular with customers, but frowned upon by the 
government because they didn’t consider it ‘The British 
thing to do.’ Inbuilt resistance from the bottom up!

Jason/Izal has lived in Pitsmoor all his life. His mum was 
a home help and his dad was a steelworker and bus 
driver. Jason was always into drawing, but school did 
not recognise or particularly encourage his talent. Some 
years ago, he did a course in graphic art design, but a 
lot of his skill is self-taught. As well as his own work, 
he has collaborated with Kid Acne, been involved with 
documentary films, done a set for a Bollywood break 
dancing movie, and produced backdrops for gigs. He has 
worked on community projects at Highfield and Pitsmoor 
Adventure Playgrounds, decorated a local café and 

has had work displayed galleries including the Weston 
Park Museum gallery. He also enjoys running street art 
workshops with kids.

Busy developing different styles, Jason is currently into 
Aztec art forms. He also has an interest in tattoo art. With 
commissioned work he can earn a bit, but prefers the 
freedom to do his own work, even if it means he has to do 
a range of jobs for a regular income. As well as work, he 
currently volunteers at a charity shop in Crookes. He has 
now set himself the target of getting back into education 
and would like to enrol on an art course at university. 

When I was researching Izal I came across an enthusiastic 
review by Fiona Ferett who describes graffiti as a ‘whole 
different world, populated by hugely talented people.’ One 
of Izal’s ‘King of his own Castle’ pieces features prominently 
in her blog. Have a look, and keep your eyes open for Izal’s 
‘tag’.

If you or someone you know ‘belongs to Burngreave’ and 
would like to be featured please get in touch.
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Kabir Jayanti
Story by Debjani Chatterjee

As part of the Sheffield Hindu Samaj’s Heritage Project 
‘Spinning a yarn: Weaving a story’, we celebrated Kabir 
Jayanti (‘Kabir’s birth anniversary’).

As cotton and its global connection is the focus of the 
project this year, it felt apt to mark the 640th birth 
anniversary of Kabir, a great weaver-poet-saint of Varanasi, 
whose life and legacy of inspirational songs and poems 
have made a major impact on Indian philosophy, interfaith 
dialogue and Hindi literature. 

Kabir’s followers are called Kabir Panthis, but he is equally 
revered by Hindus, Sikhs and Muslims in the Indian sub-
continent and the Indian diaspora, including in Britain.

At the Aastha Over 50s Group, Shantabehn Ladva led us 
in yoga. This was followed by questions about Kabir and 
the Heritage Project as well as an informal workshop of 
therapeutic painting and colouring. 

Bhavan Raja and others organised an interesting ‘Cotton 
and Kabir display’. Hindu Samaj children did a Pushpanjali 
dance and gave readings about the great weaver-saint. 
Parshotam Gupta, the Hindu Samaj Treasurer, presented 
the young people: Dev and Damini Jha, Samiksha 
Ramoothy and Ketki Vyas, with chocolates and a symbolic 
gift of spindles. I told stories from Kabir’s life. 

Our resident priest, Pandit Ashwini Kumar, led us in 
chanting ‘Kabir ke dohe’ and also explained the deeper 
meanings of these popular couplets. English translations 
were also provided. Kabir’s beautiful bhajans (devotional 
songs) were sung to a rapt audience by Sunita Chugh, Ketki 
Vyas, Nisha Gupta, Vrinda and Sanjay Dhar,and Manisha 
Jha. 

Family fun in Fir Vale
Story by Nikky Sentence (Eden Fir Vale)

On Tuesday 13th June, Wensley Community Centre 
became the setting for a family fun afternoon run by the 
Eden Team in Fir Vale; a Christian youth and community 
team all living in the area and investing in local young 
people and neighbours. 

Along with volunteers from our partner church, we 
welcomed over 60 children in the space of just over an 
hour, and had great fun face and nail painting, making 
musical instruments, chalk drawing, colouring, and doing 
some much needed weeding in the community centre 
garden. There were lots of activities for young people to 
explore, and the positive, fun atmosphere (and noise!) was 
incredible. 

Two days later the Eden Team were out again, in the 
glorious sunshine, for a litter pick in the community. We 
were joined by children and young people, and even the 
local police officer. After a couple of hours of hard work the 

difference was noticeable, and several neighbours brought 
their brooms out to continue sweeping the streets.

The Eden Team have just relaunched their after school kids 
club “SHOUT”, for primary aged kids, based at Wensley 
Community Centre, Wednesdays in term-time 3.15-5pm. 
There are messy games, Bible stories, dramas, quizzes, loud 
songs, and much more. And it’s all free! We’d love to see 
you there. Contact firvale@eden-network.org for more 
information.
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On Saturday 3rd June, 150 people 
gathered at Pitsmoor Methodist 
Church for a celebration and 
thanksgiving for the life of Grace 
Vincent. Grace, who had lived in 
Burngreave since 1970, died at her 
home on 25th May after a short 
battle with cancer.

Alongside family members from 
near and far, many of Grace’s 
former pupils at Burngreave Middle 
School and Earl Marshall Secondary 
School attended to pay their 
respects. 

An affectionate recollection of Grace 
from Lord David Blunkett was read. 
Councillor Jackie Drayton spoke of 
Grace’s longstanding commitment 
to the Pitsmoor and Burngreave 
community, which continued right 
up until her death. 

Grace Vincent celebration and thanksgiving
Story and photo by Cecelia Vincent

June ‘birdy’ crossword solution

John and Grace at the Free Meal, 
17th May
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Just one week before her passing, 
Grace hosted the Burngreave 
Ashram free meal, which will 
continue without her presence 
every Wednesday at 6pm.

Other speakers recalled varying 
aspects of her life, giving a 
colourful picture of Grace’s diverse 
endeavours. In 1987, Grace opened 
New Roots wholefoods shop on 
Glossop Road, which she continued 
to bake cakes for until this spring. 

Her beloved husband Reverend Dr 
John Vincent spoke of the countless 
jobs which Grace had understaken, 
with immense care and capability, 
for Burngreave Ashram Community 
since 2000. John will continue their 
mission, but Grace’s passion and 
pragmatism will be missed by many. 

Abbeyfield Park House activity day
On 9th September, to celebrate Heritage Weekend, we 
will be opening up Abbeyfield House. To get involved 

with planning activities, join us on Tuesday 15th 
August, 1.30pm at Abbeyfield House.  

For more info contact Lyn Brandon on 07876 550 465.
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