
More than sixty young men from 
Burngreave got involved with 
positive activities on Saturday 11th 
November as part of the Active 
Burngreave ‘Bring Your Game’ 
event.

The event aimed to celebrate our 
young people getting involved in 
sport and becoming local mentors 
and volunteers. Safiya Saeed 
organized the event with a team of 
young volunteers and support from 
Sheffield Futures, United in Sports, 
Firth Park ABC, Ellesmere Youth 
Project and Sheffield Dragons Muay 
Thai Boxing Club.  

‘Bring Your Game’ gave young 
people the opportunity to get 
involved in activities including 
Basketball, Boxing, Football and 
Table Tennis. The event also 
showcased local musical talent 
including DJs, rappers and MCs. 

Young people came together from 
different backgrounds and groups, 
with an aim to build relationships 
and reduce animosity between 
sections in our community. Many 
young people did not know each 
other, and activities provided 
helped them build a bond and trust 
one another. Staff and volunteers 
encouraged positive messages, 
“pick up a ball not a knife”. 

Deputy Lord Mayor Magid Magid 
said:

“It is fantastic to see many young 
men involved today, particularly 

the dedicated volunteers who 
have acted as mentors to 
peers. Young People are often 
stereotyped in our communities 
and it is important we stay united 
to show that it is a small minority 
who cause issues. 

“Young people here today can 
achieve anything they wish to, 
and it is brilliant to see them 
achieving great things today.” 

Even Burngreave Neighbourhood 
Policing team joined in the football 

tournament to build some bridges 
with the young people.

The community pulled together to 
show the power of sport in uniting 
and engaging people regardless 
of background. It was a pleasure 
to see young volunteers deliver a 
successful event.

For more information about Active 
Burngreave, or to get involved, 
contact Safiya Saeed via  
safiya.saeed@yorkshiresport.org  
or call 07702 557 007.
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Gangs out, teams in
Story by Kathryn Mudge | Photos courtesy of South Yorkshire Sport
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Messenger AGM
Saturday 16th December,  
11:00 am - 1:00 pm, at Abbeyfield 
Park House, in the community 
room. Followed by Christmas lunch 
for volunteers.

More info on our website:  
www.burngreavemessenger.org/
blog/2017/11/upcoming-agm/

Streets Ahead way behind
Roadworks at the end of Scott Road have been ongoing since July. What was 
originally meant to have been a six week job has now taken more than sixteen, 
causing significant disruption and annoyance as buses are diverted down 
Abbeyfield Road and small side roads as ‘rat runs’. 

Local resident Graham Jones has been driven to verse in response (with apologies 
to Flanders and Swann’s “The Gasman Cometh”).

It was sometime in early spring that Amey came to move the walls
On Scott Road side of Barnsley Road but also near the schools.
It took them months to sort it out, they didn’t do much at all.
A temporary bus stop at Orphanage Road they never did install.
Oh it gave the local people dirt, delays and rats.

In midsummer they shut Scott Road for a period of “six weeks”,
Kerbs, cables and pipes were moved amid the rodents’ squeaks.
Two bus routes were diverted, some people couldn’t get out,
Six weeks completion time was beginning to look in doubt.
Oh it gave the local people dirt, delays and rats.

British Gas had dug a hole, then they disappeared for ages.
(They’d have been better getting someone from the Yellow Pages.)
Then they had a problem with the pipes to someone’s meter.
Even this held up a process that could have been much neater.
Oh it gave the local people dirt, delays and rats.

They didn’t answer my emails and their website it was down,
So we were kept in the dark by those that run this town.
I asked the workmen on the site but they had not much news
About the bombsite by our house, the longstanding mud and ooze.
Oh it gave the local people dirt, delays and rats.

All the same, the finish date scheduled for September
By Streets Ahead, was discreetly put back until mid-November.
Not a leaflet, not a poster, no street info, I’m sure
That they keep us in the dark as we live in Pitsmoor.
Oh it gave the local people dirt, delays and rats.

Mid-November came and went, but now another hitch
BT can’t change a junction box cos there’s a big match on the pitch!
Another week, another deadline, what excuse is next.
No wonder Burngreave people are getting rather vexed.
Oh it gave the local people dirt, delays and rats.

North Sheffield Better Buses are financing this project.
To improve our local buses might have earned respect.
Instead they’ve spent many thousands, it really isn’t fair, 
To kill us with more traffic and more polluted air!
Oh it gave the local people dirt, delays and rats.

STOP PRESS: At 8pm on Sunday 26th November we received news that Scott 
Road is now back open. Hopefully it still will be by the time you are reading your 
Messenger.
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Streets of Light
Story by Nikky Sentence, Eden Fir Vale team leader | Photos by Eden Fir Vale

During October half-term, Eden Fir 
Vale - a local Christian youth and 
community team - invited residents 
from Page Hall and Wensley to take 
part in the ‘Streets of Light Trail’. To 
get involved, you had to decorate a 
window in your house with “light” 
or “love” in the display, and then 
leave the lights on so others could 
see it.

Around thirty children and twenty 
adults took part on 5th November, 
on their way to a bonfire at Wensley 
Community Centre.

For many people, the week of 
Halloween is not a good time. Some 
people are scared to open their 

doors, and bad things are made to 
seem good.

The kids in our area love to 
celebrate, eat sweets and have a 
party and we want to encourage 
that, but, if it’s about celebration, 
there are better things to celebrate 
than darkness and fear. We love 
to celebrate the good things in 
our community and the love and 
hope that we see. We thought 
why not turn something that for 

many people is a scary time into a 
celebration of light and good for the 
whole community.

The Eden Team are looking forward 
to creating more window displays 
for another ‘Streets of Light Trail’ 
next year. They are also organising 
an interactive Christmas celebration 
on Sunday 3rd December from 4pm 
at Wensley Community Centre.  
See you there!

Comic strips
On Thursday 2nd November, regular Messenger cartoonist Edgar Lowman ran 
a cartooning workshop for local residents. A few of the strips from the day will 
appear throughout this issue, starting with the one below by Alex Hodgson.
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People’s Kitchen Pitsmoor
Story by Emilie Taylor 

Friends of Abbeyfield Park are set to launch People’s 
Kitchen Pitsmoor at their Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
tea party, thanks to a grant from the Council’s ward pot.

Friends of Abbeyfield Park have drawn up a programme 
of art and food based activities to take place in Abbeyfield 
Park with inspired by healthy eating and multi-cultural 
cooking.

The People’s Kitchen Pitsmoor will be built by local people, 
(think bread oven workshops, pottery and woodworking 
workshops to make the crockery and furniture), in 
collaboration with local artists. We want local people 
and families to get involved in building the cafe from the 
ground up, learning new crafts along the way.

The Friends held a consultation event at Abbeyfield Park 
House in September (as part of Heritage Day), to canvass 
local opinion about the new kitchen project and feedback 
was really positive. Anne wrote “excellent idea - food is a 
marvellous way of bringing people together”, and Gemma 
added “a good plan - I would happily partake in learning 
some cooking skills!” Sarah wrote “It’s lovely seeing 
different friendly people. Beautiful food, really positive to 
have something like this in the area”.

The mobile cafe will be at the heart of ‘Pop Up’ cooking 
events to be held in Abbeyfield Park throughout 2018. As 

the project grows we hope the community will begin to 
bring their own ideas of how we use the kitchen. People 
have already suggested workshops about hydroponic 
growing for the technology fans, and Sunday strolls or 
‘passagiatas’ around the park with music and refreshments.

The Friends of Abbeyfield Park AGM will be happening 
at Abbeyfield House on Saturday 2nd December 2017. 
Everyone is welcome to come and enjoy international tea 
and cakes from 3pm.

If you would like to keep up to date with People’s Kitchen 
Pitsmoor please follow our Facebook page, or contact 
emilie@emilietaylor.co.uk 

Eviction threats at Parkwood Springs
Story by Richard Belbin | Photo by Rosie Huzzard

Sheffield City Council are pushing 
ahead with plans to evict 30 people 
from a site by Parkwood Springs, 
by the old Ski Village. A court 
hearing begun on November 23rd 
has been adjourned until February. 

The council insists that, despite 
not actually being a part of the Ski 
Village, the site is needed to create 
a larger leisure complex. 

Residents say that there is no need 
for them to be moved, and they are 
fully supportive of plans to reopen 
the Village. The site has been 

constantly occupied for the last 
thirteen years (and for several years 
earlier, too). 

Its occupants have worked hard 
to remove the rubbish that was 
blighting the area. They also have 
the sympathy of local businesses 
as they have put off fly-tippers and 
other crime in the area. 

If you would like to support 
them, please sign the petition at 
you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/
save-the-ski-village-new-age-
traveller-site
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An Olympic performance
Story by Safah Mahmood and Marwah Mahmood | Photos by Yasmin Hussain

It was Sunday 29th October. The 
clocks had gone back the night 
before. We at 39th Sheffield scout 
group, were ready to defend 
our title in the Muslim Scout 
Fellowship Annual North Olympics. 
In the opening ceremony Beavers 
and Cubs recited “that’s My Lord” 
with hand actions and we had our 
own chant.

Then the games began - seventeen 
different scout groups were being 
represented. There were over 
twelve different races to compete 
in. I took part in the 60m hurdles 
and I came first in my heat. 

We asked the Beaver Leader at 
lunchtime how she felt the team 
was doing. She said “They have 
tried their best, and are enjoying 
themselves, having fun is more 
important than winning”. We felt 
she that didn’t think we would win 
this year.

The Scout girls’ Tug of War was 
difficult, but we kept our nerve and 
won. The boys’ team also won gold. 
My sister participated in the high 
jump, last year she won the bronze, 
her aim was to win silver. And she 
did. 

At 5.30pm the atmosphere became 
tense as we waited for the results. 
The host counted down the 
positions - 17, 16,15 - you could see 
the leaders getting nervous. “The 
winners are 39th Sheffield” - we all 

screamed! Overall our team won 1st 
Prize for MSF Olympics North 2017, 
Best Boy Scout Team.  18 Gold, 11 
Silver and 11 Bronze. 

The next day we held a party to 
celebrate our success. We then held 
a two minute silence, to remember 
all those who died or were injured, 
in past and present wars, and 
especially the 400,000 Muslims that 
died during the First World War. We 
all stood for two minutes to pray 
and think about the consequences 
of war.

Watoto Charity Week
Story by Sharon Brown | Photo by Watoto

Watoto celebrated five days of fundraising by raising 
money for Children In Need and Bliss (premature baby 
charity). The children took part in fancy dress, making 
biscuits and having lots of fun, we even had visits from 
Mickey and Minnie Mouse. The nursery raised £223.22.

We would like to thank staff and parents for all their help 
and support.
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The scene was set, the music loud, 
creepy and full of Halloween fear. 
Many children arrived dressed up 
as ghosts, with other costumes 
including skeletons, wolves and 
Dracula capes. 

Everyone was excited. Sandwiches 
were prepared for the children by 
Glenda. I personally felt a warm 
happy feeling of community spirit 
with us all coming together for this 
fun packed festivity. 

Fellow Messenger volunteer 
Laura enjoyed the party with her 

daughter Aisha, who was dressed 
up as a black cat. Traditional games 
including musical statues were 
played. 

A big thank you to the Adventure 
Playground for providing the fancy 
dress costumes which added to 
everyone’s fun.

Disney comes to Burngreave
Story by Gillian Andrews | Photo by Kirsty Andrews

This month was the turn of the Rainbows and Brownies 
at St Catherine’s to have a Disney themed sleepover. This 
involved doing crafts and activities to gain a special badge 
created by another unit to help them fund raise. 

On the night we did Disney crafts, had a Mad Hatter’s tea 
party, played lots of games, had a fancy dress parade and 
watched a Disney film. The girls wore costumes of their 
favourite Disney characters - we had five Elsas including 
one of the leaders. We all settled down to sleep and all the 
girls were very good and leaders managed to get a little 
bit of sleep. We finished the event by playing more Disney 
games after breakfast and parents came to collect their 
children. ‘When can we do it again?’ the girls asked.

It was exhausting but rewarding for leaders who are all 
volunteers. We are always looking for new volunteers. We 
also have places in all four units: Rainbows 5-7 Brownies 

7-10 Guides 10-14 Rangers 14-18. For details contact Gillian 
on 07863 890 144 or visit www.girlguidinguk.co.uk 

Spooky adventures
Story and photo by Rachel Smith

The second of our cartoon workshop comic strips is by Rachel Smith.
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Upper Chapel 
Remembrance
Story and photo by Christine Steers

This year Armistice Day was on Saturday so the Upper 
Chapel Strollers, led by Graham Haque and Patrick 
Smith, visited the official World War One memorial in 
Burngreave Cemetery on one of their regular walks. 

At 11 minutes past 11am on the 11th day, they paid their 
respects with two minutes silence.

They then walked through the cemetery to the Chapel and 
looked at the various displays featuring soldiers killed in 
The First World War.

Mr Steve Attwood kindly donated a memorial plaque, 
(called the Death Penny), that was given to the families 
of soldiers killed as a result of enemy action in the First 
World War. The soldier’s name is Rodney Frank Devey from 
Sheffield.

Drop in for a cuppa 
Story and photo by James Woollen

Why not drop in for a cuppa and a friendly chat at the 
Burngreave Ashram on Wednesday’s between 10.30am 
and 2pm? The event is run by local women Caroline 
Garret and Linda Hill, with a small grant and support 
from Kate Sully of Ignite imaginations. A small donation is 
appreciated for refreshments.

Kate Sully coordinator stated:

“Start-up grants are funded by Age Better, and Ignite 
Imaginations manage the money It is aimed at people 
over fifty, who have a good idea for a project that would 
benefit those older people who may be isolated. Grants 
of £200 are available.”

Caroline specified:

“Our aim is to encourage all nationalities to meet for a 
coffee or cup of tea and a friendly chat”.

Ignite Imaginations can be contacted via email:  
admin@igniteimaginations.org.uk or call 0114 2686 813. 
The Burngreave Ashram is at 86 Spital Hill.

Students keeping Crabtree clean
Story and photo by Deborah Blencowe

On Monday 6th November, The Wildlife Trust did their usual 
monthly clean up of the Crabtree Ponds site in Norwood. A 
group of pupils from Fir Vale School were invited along to 
help with this together with their teacher Clare Woods. 

I was involved with this project and I would like to say the 
pupils did a brilliant job. They were all committed and an 
absolute pleasure to work with. They litter picked around the 
area, including the local streets and footpaths, as well as the 
pond site itself. I would like to thank Fir Vale School for this and 
praise the school and their pupils for being so helpful.
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Fit and fabulous Diane
Story and photo by Carrie Hedderwick

 ‘So here I am – next birthday my fortieth – and I am 
overweight and a severe asthmatic! No good! What to 
do?’

Diane explains how she has, like so many of us, tried the 
many quick fix diets – to no avail! Then a friend encouraged 
her to go to Slimming World sessions run at Concord Sports 
Centre. 

Once Diane began to lose weight, she felt confident 
enough to start regular exercise. The combined result of 
diet and exercise was a steady loss of weight and a great 
improvement in her asthma condition. She joined the gym 
and determined that she could become a fitness instructor 
and help other women to feel confident and healthy. A 
massive achievement for her was completing the Sheffield 
half marathon in 2 hours 45, having lost three and a half 
stone.

Local people were hugely impressed, so role model Diane 
then went on to help develop the female only gym at the 
Fir Vale Healthy Living Centre, on Earl Marshal Road, which 
opened in 2016. She is now a Level 3 personal instructor in 
Fitness & Exercise which includes different physical regimes 
and nutrition programmes.

She showed me around the premises – there is state of 
the art equipment, a dance studio/ gym, a steam room 
and excellent shower and changing facilities. Membership 
provides unlimited use of the facilities – so women come 
for individual sessions when they have time, or for specific 
classes. Classes cater for disabled people, girls over twelve, 
older women. Users come from all the different local 

communities. If women have a target weight they want 
to attain, the instructors – Diane and two others – keep 
regular records of weight, fat ratio, and measurements.

The centre is welcoming and encouraging with a range of 
different activities to suit people’s needs. Take a look at 
their website – www.actshefield.com. Coming up to 2018 
– can’t you just feel that New Year resolution waiting to be 
made? Well done Diane – you’re a great role model!

Our third and final workshop cartoon is by Deborah Blencowe. Edgar’s George and Brian is on page 21.



Carers week is the UK’s annual 
campaign to raise awareness, 
celebrate and recognise the vital 
contribution made by the UK’s 6.5 
million carers.

On the 14th June the SACMHA 
Carers support group members held 
a ‘Health and Wellness Day’ at the 
Burngreave Seventh-day Adventist 
Church Hall. The activities on the 
day included a podiatry service, 
chair aerobics, BMI checks, health 
age assessments, an information 
stall and a selection of delicious 
Caribbean food cooked by our 
resident chef Winston Brown.

Attendees were delighted with the 
day and remarked that; 

“The day was informative.” 

“It was a welcome break from 
caring duties.” 

“The food was tasty and great 
value for money.” 

“I need to follow the 
recommendations given during 
my health age assessment.”

Val Grossett is a Volunteer Carers 
Co-ordinator at SACMHA and 
a Health Educator within the 
community. I met up with Val and 
she shared some great natural 
health advice to better well-being, 
using the NEWSTART™  acronym, 
which stands for N=Nutrition 
E=Exercise W=Water S=Sunlight 
T=Temperance A=Air R=Rest T=Trust 
in God.

I asked Val to elaborate on four 
parts of the acronym:

Nutrition: 
Is very important for optimum 
wellbeing. Hippocrates said; “Let 
food be your medicine”. Eat plenty 
of whole foods including fruit, 
vegetables, nuts, grains but limit 
high fat, processed, salty and sugary 
foods.

Exercise: 
Increases oxygen to all areas of the 
body. It can relieve stress, helps 
with weight loss, increases lung 
capacity and gives a general sense 
of well-being. I recommend at least 
30 minutes every day.

Sunlight: 
I feel it’s important to know that 
if you are black and live in the 
northern hemisphere, or cover your 
skin most of the time or spend a 
lot of time indoors then you may 
be at risk to vitamin D deficiency. 
Symptoms can include: general 
tiredness, joint pains, headaches, 
depression, and many others. See 
your G.P for a blood test and expose 
yourself to the morning sun for at 
least 15-20 minutes daily.

Water: 
Millions of people are dying from 
dehydration in the UK whilst 
surrounded by an abundance of 
water. The body contains over 70% 
water and eliminates 10-12 cups 
daily. Drink at least 6-8 glasses a 
day, and if you struggle with plain 
water try adding a slice of lemon.

SACMHA’s Carers Support Group 
meets on the first Wednesday of the 
month 11am – 12pm. For further 
information about SACMHA’s 
Carers Support Group please call 
Val Grossett 0114 2808243 or email 
v.grossett@sacmha.org.uk

Page sponsored by Sheffield City Council’s 
Healthy Communities Programme

Wellbeing for carers
Story by Rae Panache

Groups for good wellbeing
Monday

SAGE women’s singing group 

12.30-2.30pm 

Welcome Centre, 

Nottingham Street

Tuesday

Walking group 

Meet at Pitsmoor surgery at 1.30pm

Wednesday
SACHMA Caribbean lunch club 
12noon-3pm 
84 Andover Street

Carers’ group 
11am-2pm 
84 Andover Street                       

Ma’at Probe recovery jam  
12noon-3pm 
84 Andover Street

Feeling Good on Verdon Street 
Wednesday 9.30am-12noon

Thursday
Writing group 
5.15-7pm 
Burngreave library

Knit and Natter 
St. Peter’s, Lyons Close 
(Contact Val Ellis on 0114 276 2644 
to join)
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“I always wanted to be an 
accountant and that’s why I came 
to England. I told my mother that 
I would be back in three years – 
she came to find me after nine!” 

George found a variety of jobs, 
starting off in the goods yard in 
the Wicker before moving onto 
the buses, firstly as a conductor 
and then as a driver. George then 
became the first black man to have 
a black taxi in Sheffield. In 1976 
George managed to buy his current 
business.

George is grateful that he had some 
good supervisors at work, who 
helped him at important times in 
his life. But what about racism, 
especially in the earlier years? 
George has sadly been the victim 
of direct racism in relation to the 
workplace and accommodation, and 
avoidance by influential community 
members. Some people were, 
however, intrigued to see and meet 
a black man and look for cultural 
similarities. George feels that his 
upbringing, with its emphasis on the 
learning process, being active rather 

than passive and exploring different 
things, has helped him deal with 
the difficulties he has faced and 
integrate into the Burngreave 
Community. “Burngreave is always 
changing itself.”

George has always been a man of 
faith and regular churchgoer. Since 
his first visit to St Catherine’s on 
Burngreave Road to give thanks for 
his safe arrival in England, he has 
been a member of the congregation 
there. George became a Eucharistic 
Minister in 1990 and many 
parishioners have benefitted, and 
still benefit from his unstinting help. 

George is now in his early eighties 
and is supposed to be retired, but 
finds plenty to do with his time. He 
belongs to a walking group, taking 
every opportunity to participate, 
and his work on behalf of the 
Church keeps him busy too. He 
also enjoys taking the occasional 
holiday!

I am very grateful to George for 
talking to me about his life.

George Curtis has been part of the 
Burngreave Community for well 
over 50 years – some of you will 
know him as George, some as Ben, 
and both are his given names. If, 
like me, you have (or have had) 
a vehicle needing attention, you 
may have first met him through 
his business – Curtis Motors 
(Accessories, Parts, Servicing, 
Repairs) on Burngreave Road, near 
Vestry Hall.

George’s journey to present day 
Burngreave started a long time ago 
and far away. He said:

“I’m originally from Jamaica and 
arrived in Southampton on 13th 
August 1960, at the age of 24. 
The ship was diverted because of 
a hurricane but a few days’ delay 
caused a problem. We ran out of 
food!” 

George made friends on the boat, 
one of whom ended up in Bradford 
and they have stayed in contact 
throughout the years. His first stop 
was London, and a bonus that he 
discovered was that Guinness was 
a lot cheaper, but on the downside, 
yes, the weather was colder! I asked 
George why Sheffield? The answer 
was simple - work. 

I belong to Burngreave 
Ben Curtis, a man of many parts
Story by Jim Jamison | Photos by Anwar Suliman and from the family album. courtesy of Wayne Curtis

George Curtis (far right) in 1960 aboard the ship which brought him to England

George with his daughter 
Dr Sharon Curtis



It’s an amazing project and well 
worth taking part, whether by 
visiting the market or cafes. 
Everyone is welcome but remember 
the project is about respecting food 
and consumers – it’s not ‘free’, it’s 
‘take what you need, pay what you 
can.’

The Sharehouse Market open 
Tuesday-Saturday, 12-2pm at 49 
Carlisle Street.
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Food has value and so do you
Story by Amy Palmer | Photos by Marek Payne

Next to the giant Tesco near Spital 
Hill you will find a very different 
sort of grocery shopping. Sheffield’s 
Real Junk Food Project has had its 
logistical hub here for a year now 
and aim to combat food waste but 
are facing a lack of generosity in 
return for their hard work.

The project distributes food thrown 
away by supermarkets from here to 
its cafes, catering partnerships and 
innovative children’s market stalls 
where school children sell fruit and 
veg to their parents at cheap prices 
– and then hopefully agree to eat 
their greens later. Finally, food that 
is urgently needed to be used is sold 
for donations in their sharehouse 
market.

While not exclusively targeting 
people in need they are keen to 
be accessible to everyone. They 
recognise the common concern 
of ‘I don’t want to be the person 
that goes to the food bank’. 
Unfortunately, while the food does 
not cost them the project still has 
to pay for vans and rent. This is why 
it has been demoralising for some 
of their 180 volunteers to serve 50 
to 80 people each day and only find 
£20 in their donations pot. One 
volunteer told me “Some people 
take two full bags of shopping 
everyday and only put coppers in”. 

The organisers have had to stop 
letting people help themselves and 
now serve people to ensure what 
everyone gets is fair. Organiser 
Rene said, “We don’t want to create 
barriers but may have to start 
charging an entry fee.”
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20 years of Green City Action
Story by Jenny Tibbles | Photos courtesy of Green City Action

Green City Action is celebrating 
its 20th anniversary this year and 
we’re still going strong, despite the 
difficult financial climate.

The organisation has grown from a 
community recycling project during 
the Burngreave New Deal era into 
a large charity, turning its hand 
to environmental improvement 
projects and delivering the 
Abbeyfield Festival for many years. 

To address food poverty Green City 
Action developed a food growing 
project called School for Veg. In 
2010 we secured funding to deliver 
a community allotment, which 
has developed into a wonderful 
community resource with an 
outdoor classroom, pizza oven, fruit 
trees, a ‘bug hunt area’ and lots of 
growing space. Since then, we have 
kept the allotments, still working 
with school children, plus local 
residents, students and refugees 
from around the world. They come 
to learn how to grow vegetables, 
enjoy the outdoors, be part of 
our growing community and eat 

delicious food prepared from our 
produce. 

Local children get the opportunity 
to learn about where food comes 
from, how it grows and the 
importance of local wildlife. One 
teacher said “It’s always a highlight 
for both children and staff.”

Recently we have started finishing 
the women’s gardening session with 
a nice relaxing hour of yoga. “It’s so 
lovely to do yoga hearing the birds 
and with the breeze on your face,” 
said Mariam, a participant. Now it is 
too cold for yoga on the allotment, 
we’ve moved to Abbeyfield Park 
House but will return to the plot 
come Spring. 

Follow us on Facebook or leave a 
phone message if you’re interested 
in coming along on 0114 244 0353. 

All this and not forgetting Toolbank - 
providing low cost, community tool 
hire! Toolbank runs from Abbeyfield 
Park House, Saturday mornings 10-
12 noon. John is there to hire out 
our wide range of garden and DIY 
tools, and to offer help and support 
on which tool to use.  
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Where’s my dinner?
Story by Julia Woollen

It has been heartbreaking this year for many allotment 
holders up at Windmill Lane Allotments. Anyone who 
works an allotment knows that growing your own food is 
hard but rewarding work. Which makes it all the worse, 
when you have spent months growing something, for 
people to break in and steal it all.

Recently we have had more than 17 break-ins on the site. 
I’ve heard some people are planning on giving up their 
allotments because of the break-ins. The food itself is 
mainly being taken, and it is concerning that people may 
be so desperate for food, to sell or to eat, that they are 
prepared to come down and steal from those who have 
worked so hard to grow the food to feed themselves.

Some children were caught, and given a warning by the 
site manager. He has started a petition to try and get more 
security extra fencing.

We should not have to ask people not to steal our food. 
If anyone was desperate, they could come and join Hope 
Community Allotment on site and share in the work and 
the produce. 

The alternative is to get in touch with the council and 
hire an allotment plot; they give reductions to those on 
benefits. For more information visit www.facebook.com/
tcvallotment (for Hope Community Allotment) or contact 
pwc.allotments@sheffield.gov.uk or 0114 273 4528 to 
enquire about your own allotment.

Recent break-ins and attempted break-ins at Pitsmoor 
community buildings emphasise the importance of 
reporting near misses to aid crime prevention.

On Sunday 11th November, vandals smashed the glass 
front door at the Christ Church Welcome Centre on 
Pitsmoor Road. The would-be thieves could not get past 
the reinforced glass, which cost £250 to replace, according 
to the church warden John Hayes.   

The Welcome Centre provides a number of services for 
asylum seekers, such as conversation clubs for improving 
English speaking skills, as well as other community 
activities. 

The same weekend also saw a break-in at the NHS Social 
Care Centre on the other side of the road to the church. 

A spokesperson for the Sheffield Health and Social Care 
NHS Foundation Trust said nothing had been taken and 
repairs were completed by NHS Estates staff.

Those two incidents happened just a month after a major 
burglary just a five minute walk away at the Sheffield 
African and Caribbean Mental Health Association 
(SACMHA) on Andover Street. 

It caused over £10,000 worth of damage, according 
to project lead Celia Jackson-Chambers. Computers, 

televisions and music equipment were taken, with a total 
value of around £10,000.

“They absolutely ransacked the place. The damage was 
unbelievable. They took so much, even emptying the 
fridges,” she said.

The case has since been closed as an unsolved crime.

By reporting and finding solutions to the so-called ‘lesser’ 
incidents, people can help to prevent the occurrence of 
much more damaging major crimes. 

Community break-ins
Story and photo by Nathan Standley

The Welcome Centre, one of three local buildings which 
were recently targeted for break-ins.
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Economic abuse – learning the facts
Story by Saima Ahmed

As part of the Festival of Social Sciences, Firvale 
Community Hub, in partnership with Sheffield Hallam 
University (SHU), ran a workshop on marital economic 
abuse on Wednesday 8th November. 

Punita Chowbey from SHU ran the event, which was 
attended by over 30 women from the Firvale, Pagehall and 
Burngreave area. 

Punita presented the findings from her research project, 
highlighting the prevalence of economic abuse in South 
Asian communities in England. She also presented evidence  
from India and Pakistan. Her study found that out of 84 
women interviewed, 33 had reported one or more forms of 
economic abuse. The women enjoyed the discussion and 
made important contributions to the on-going debate of 
how economic abuse can be recognised, reported and how 
appropriate help can be offered to the victims. 

Many women shared stories of incidents where they had 
seen such abuse taking place.  All too often little help was 
offered as it was not seen as serious an issue as domestic 
violence. However, it still affects lives in a severe way. 

Economic abuse is a form of abuse where one partner 
has control over the other partner’s access to economic 
resources. This might include running a bank account, 
controlling where and when women are allowed to work, 
or having their valuables exploited – anything that involves 
the victim being financially dependent on the perpetrator.

Dr Nicola Sharp-Jeffs (Director of the charity Surviving 
Economic Abuse), delivered a presentation on how we can 
report and provide support to victims. 

For more information visit www.lwa.org.uk/understanding-
abuse/abusive-relationships/financial-abuse.htm or call 
their helpline on 0300 365 0112

Flats for Chatham Street
Story by Richard Belbin

Proposals for a nine storey apartment block has been 
approved for the site currently occupied by a car wash at 
the junction of Chatham Street and Mowbray Street.

Planning permission was granted on 14th November 
for 131 residences, made up of studio, and one and two 
bedroom flats. Even before planning permission had 
been received, these apartments were advertised on 
the property website Zoopla at over £135,000 for a two 
bedroom flat – promoting its great potential to would-be 
landlords. See the pictures at http://bit.ly/2BaAZtA

Despite current housing shortages, there are no 
requirements for any social housing  among the dwellings, 
nor even ‘affordable’ housing (at 80% of market rates). 
These units will be largely car free – only twenty car 
parking spaces will be available in the building. While 
there is widespread support for moving away from car 
dependency, this has led to fears that car owners will 
simply park on the nearby streets instead, leading to 
further congestion. 

Full plans and further details are available on the council 
website at http://bit.ly/2zWKi2w

New life for Lion Works
Story by Nelia Gea Cayuela | Photo by Graham Jones

A planning application has been submitted to Sheffield 
Council for Lion Works, opposite Tesco on Spital Hill. The 
proposal is to turn the building into 90 studios, with one  
bed apartments over five floors with communal bar and 
café areas.

The original factory site, known as Spital Hill works, was 
founded by John Sorby & Sons in the late 18th century to 
produce metal edge tools, such as sheep shears. Around 
1900, a new structure was added to the complex along 
the street front on Spital Hill. This frontage, includes the 
shop premises at ground floor level. The main building was 
occupied by community projects, but has sadly been empty 
for a number of years and has become rather run down.

The planning decision is due anytime soon. It is likely that 
this proposal for development will be adopted. 
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Contact: 0114 203 7562
www.sheffield.gov.uk/northeast

Mark Jones

07500 764 202 

(Mobile) 

mark.jonescllr@

sheffield.gov.uk

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall) 

Surgery dates 

Firshill Tenants’ and Residents’ 

Association, 11 Firshill Glade, S4 

7DX.

• Tuesday 19th December 

10.30am – 12noon

Jackie Drayton

0114 243 5388 

(Home) 

jackie.drayton@

sheffield.gov.uk

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall)

Surgery dates

Burngreave Library, 

Sorby House, 42 Spital Hill.

• Saturday 9th December 

11am - 12.15pm

Local Councillors and 
surgery dates

Once again we want to 
recognise the valuable 
contribution people 
make to the Burngreave 
community and to 
celebrate the wonderful 
people who live and 
work here and do so 
much for our area.

We are looking for more 
‘Stars’ in our community 
and asking you to put 
forward the names of 
individuals or groups that you think go ‘over and above’ and are the 
‘unsung heroes’ of our area and our community.

It could be someone who’s a volunteer, a paid worker, a group or a 
new project or a longstanding one – if they make a real difference 
to the lives of the people who live here or the area we want to 
know who they are, hear about them all and make sure the rest of 
Burngreave does too.

We are having our ‘Burngreave Star Awards’ early next year and 
there’ll be a presentation, refreshments, lots of love and laughter to 
celebrate, and news for all the city to hear - the people in Burngreave 
are brilliant and inspiring!

We know that there always thing we can improve but we are all 
united in our message that Burngreave is a great place to , work 
and grow up in – that there are so many positives. So let’s continue 
to work together to claim it back and be proud of our area and our 
community.

We look forward to hearing from you with names of people or 
groups that inspire you.

All good wishes, 
Talib, Jackie and Mark

Please email us or Pam Grant (Pam.Grant@sheffield.gov.uk), our new 
Local Area partnership officer if you want to propose someone or a 
group and we will send you a nomination form.

Celebrating Beautiful Burngreave
Photo by Anwar Suliman

Talib Hussain

0114 273 5380  

(Town Hall) 

talib.hussain@

sheffield.gov.uk

Surgery dates 

Firvale Community Hub (PACA), 

127 Page Hall Road.

• Thursday 21st December 

2pm – 3pm

Local residents recieving their awards at the 
last ceremony earlier this year
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What the trees tell us
Story and photos by Maxwell Ayamba

English language students from Fir Vale School and pupils 
at Byron Wood Primary Academy school pupils took 
part in an Open Air Laboratory (OPAL) Explore Nature air 
survey around Osgathorpe and at Byron Wood’s “forest 
school”.    

Air pollution locally is up to 
two and a half times the legal 
limit and is responsible for 
up to 500 deaths each year in 
Sheffield. Dangerously high 
levels of nitrogen dioxide have 
been recorded around the 
city as part of a community 
monitoring scheme, with the 
Council recently initiating an Air 
Aware campaign to highlight the 
dangers of traffic fumes. 

The Council’s air monitoring scheme is very technical but 
the Sheffield Environmental Movement (SEM) is using bio-
indicators such as lichens and black tar spots on sycamore 
trees to raise awareness visually among school pupils and 
college students.

SEM use lichens found on tree trunks to estimate the 
amount of nitrogen-containing air pollution at the survey 
site, calculated by the Air Pollution Index. The lower the Air 
Pollution Index the higher the amount of nitrogen-loving 
lichens compared to the amount of nitrogen-sensitive 
lichens. Another guide to pollution is the Tar Spot Index, as 
tar spots are caused by fungal infection found less in areas 
of high pollution. 

Burngreave Clean Air Campaign
Story by Graham Jones

The air pollution in Burngreave is 
so bad that some local residents  
have got together to form a 
Burngreave Clean Air Campaign. 

They have done some air 
monitoring and  have been 
petitioning outside local schools 
and elsewhere for the council to 
take measures to improve our air. 
They have also had letters published 

in local newspapers about the 
situation in our neighbourhood

If you are interested in supporting  
Burngreave Clean Air Campaign or 
just want more information about  
air pollution in Burngreave, contact 
burngreavecleanair@gmail.com. 
Or visit Burngreave Clean Air 
Facebook page.
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Rohingya Muslims in need
Story by Farhaan Warsame | Photo provided by Adnan Hussain

Adnan Hussain from Masjid Umar has been fundraising 
for Rohingya muslims. He is a student at Sheffield 
Hallam University studying event management. He also 
volunteers for different organisations such as Muslim 
Hands.

The international community has labelled the Rohingya, 
‘the most persecuted minority in the world’. Following 
violence that broke out last year more than 87,000 fled 
from Myanmar to Bangladesh.

The majority of the refugees are elderly, children and 
women. They are malnourished, hungry and living in 
makeshift tents. As vulnerable refugees, they are in urgent 
need of food, shelter and medication.

Therefore, Adnan Hussain took action to help these 
refugees and has currently raised £600-£700 for food, 
shelter and clothing by climbing Mount Snowdon in Wales. 
In the future, Adnan is also planning to climb Ben Nevis, 
the highest mountain in Scotland, and said, “Young people 
should involve and use their time in meaningfull ways.”

He also went to a charity dinner about it, which raised to 
collect £20,000. There are non-muslim charities that are 
helping too, all help is welcomed.

Myanmar’s President Aung San Suu Kyi was awarded 
Shefffield’s highest honour of ‘Freedom of the City’ in 
2005 in recognition of her ‘personal courage and relentless 
persuit of justice... to secure democracy and human 
rights by non-violent means’. However, this has now been 
revoked by Sheffield City Council in order to condemn 
her ‘wilful ignorance’ and failure to respond to the ethnic 
cleansing.

Please donate generously and encourage others to do 
likewise. All contributions can be made to either the Masjid 
Umar. For further information, please contact Adnan on 
07841 741 232 or email him on  
adnan.hussain123@hotmail.co.uk
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… the 5th of November, or so the 
old rhyme goes. I do wonder what 
people new to this country would 
make of a festive culture that 
involves the building of a great big 
bonfire to burn an effigy of a man 
who died over 400 years ago. Then 
setting the night skies alight with 
fireworks to celebrate the survival 
of a long gone king.

Growing up in 1950s Pitsmoor I 
don’t think I knew why we did it, 
nor cared. I do remember begging 
my mother for old clothes to make 
a Guy, loading the finished product 
on the back of a set of old pushchair 
wheels on bits of wood from my 
dad’s shed and towing it round the 
pubs asking “Penny for the Guy, 
mister?”. 

Nowadays it’s trick or treating 
for Halloween (which we never 
celebrated), but for us it was bonfire 
night. Our aim was to collect as 
much money as we could for 
fireworks. As late as 1981 a survey 
showed that as many as 23% of 
Sheffield kids had been ‘Penny for 
the Guying’ that year. Competition 
was stiff.

There were no organised displays 
and no health and safety culture in 
those days. On the run-up to the big 
day we’d buy penny bangers and set 
them off in tin cans or break them 
open to get the gunpowder out 
and watch a cloud of smoke erupt 
around us as we pretended to be 
“Big Chief Kalamakooya” from the 
TV show Four Feather Falls. I never 
claimed to be sensible!

Then there was the bonfire itself. 
There were hundreds of them 
throughout Sheffield and from 

September we would be on the 
scrounge for bits of wood so that 
we could build the biggest bonfire 
in the area. There would even be 
daring raids to steal wood from rival 
bonfires to supplement our own. In 
some places rivals would even set 
light to others’ bonfires before the 
day to kill off the competition.

Come the big night the street 
gathered to watch the bonfire be 
lit and there would be Catherine 
Wheels, Jumping Jacks, rockets and 
bangers galore whilst poor old Guy 
said his farewell. 

Bonfire toffee would be handed 
round by the mums along with 
marshmallows and sausages, which 
were cooked on the bonfire. The 
following day the air would be 
practically unbreathable from all 
the fires and fireworks of the night 
before.

Those days have gone now and 
part of me is glad, but I do cherish 
those childhood memories. Yes, I do 
remember the 5th of November.

Dear Burngreave Messenger,

Thank you for your excellent publication, it is a truly 
relevant tool for news and for highlighting all the efforts 
made by local groups and individuals.

May I specifically mention the lovely group of volunteers 
who are ensuring the provision of the new Burngreave 
Library. I got involved with these dedicated people on the 
145th birthday of the library. I retired from the old library in 

1991 but was delighted to pass on some old memories and 
see the new developments. I particularly enjoyed meeting 
all the children who had their certificates and medals for 
doing this summer’s library challenge, and getting to cut 
the birthday cake.

However, I would like correct one error, which has crept in. 
I did not by any means run a single-handed wheelbarrow 
run between the old and new (now also old) library! 
The staff were a very happy and co-operative team who 
did a wonderful job under sometimes very difficult (but 
sometimes hilarious) conditions.

Yours very gratefully, 
Bernadette Lamb

Remember, remember... 
Story by and photo provided by Ray Black 

Me in the Scout field at the end 
of Holtwood Road in 1959 with 
my uncle and my cousin
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George & Brian: Tuck-shop Twix by Edgar Lowman

Do you do Twix?

Hmmm...

I’m qwite good 
at jugewing

Vole play on Parkwood Springs
Story by Graham Jones | Photos by Peter Bull | 

It is always a pleasure to visit Parkwood Springs as there 
is always something new to see, whether it’s wildlife or 
the gradual   development of the country park.  And those 
views!

On 29th October some local people came to Parkwood 
Springs to participate in a small mammal survey, hosted by 
Sorby Natural History Society and the friends of Parkwood 
Springs.

Twenty humane and non-life threatening traps had been 
set the previous day and now, in the early morning we 
were going to see what had turned up.  The entrances to 
the traps are very small, restricting the type of species that 
might wander in there looking for a bit of supper and a 
cosy bed for the night.

Val Clinging, recorder of the Sorby ‘s Mammal group led 
the walk in an informative and entertaining way. Our first 
port of call was the Forest garden where it was thought 
some little creatures might be attracted by the various fruit 
and berries growing there.  We were not disappointed as 

the traps here held two bank voles and one wood mouse.  
An example of each species was put into a Perspex box so 
that we could see them, and they seemed unperturbed and 
quite interested in us too.  As we walked round we found 
a few more bank voles.  In fact six of the traps had caught 
little rodents.

At first it’s quite hard to tell a bank vole from a wood 
mouse. They are both tiny and have brown fur on their 
back with a white or pale underbelly.  The wood mouse has 
a tail as long as its head and body but a bank vole has a tail 
about half as long as its body.  A mouse has a pointy face 
whereas voles have much blunter features.

On Parkwood Springs, the voles definitely won on the 
aaaah factor.

We also saw a leopard on Parkwood Springs that day.  
Not a big spotted cat, this is Parkwood Springs, not the 
Serengheti, but a beautifully marked leopard slug.  

It’s a relief to be able to say that no animals were hurt in 
the production of this article.
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To celebrate the anticipated but 
already delayed full return of the 
97/98 bus service along Scott Road, 
we have a special crossword in this 
edition.

The answers to the clues are all 
numbers. But these numbers are 
all bus routes running through 
Burngreave. The answer which 
you will put in the grid is one of 
the destinations of the bus route 
in the solution (all our bus routes 
nowadays have two destinations).

For example: Clue “How many eyes 
has a frog got? (9)” Answer: 2.  

Bus route number 2 runs from 
Sheffield to Barnsley, so the solution 
which you put in the grid will be 
either Sheffield or Barnsley. In the 
example it must be Sheffield as the 
answer has 9 letters while Barnsley 
has 8. There is a word bank too 
so  if you get stuck, do a bit of a 
wordsearch!

If you need help:

www.travelsouthyorkshire.com/

Or grab a September 2017 North 
Sheffield bus map.

Across
  4  The only direction? (4.5)
  7  This bus route starred in the excellent film “Fairness on the 83”! (5.5)
  8  The human body’s normal temperature in degrees Fahrenheit? (6.5)
12  Age at which you qualify for a free TV licence? (8)
13  Artist, Joe Scarborough, was born in Pitsmoor in 19_ _ ? (10)
16  Two Latin kisses? (11)    

Down
  1  How many city councillors do we have in Burngreave? (6.4)
  2  The largest two digit prime number? (6)
  3  A good score? (9)
  5  At what age will children start at Burngreave’s new school,  
      the Astrea Academy? (8)
  6  How many weirs on the walk along the River Don from Sheffield  
      to Meadowhall? (5.4)
  9   How old are Rihanna and Adele? (9) 
10  How many trombones in the big parade? (10)
11  Paddington Bear lived at _ _ Windsor Gardens, London (9)
14  How many UK gallons in a standard beer barrel? (9)
15  How many keys on a standard piano? (10)

Word Bank
Penistone 
Firth Park 
Sheffield  
Totley Brook
High Green 
Ecclesfield 
Barnsley 
Batemoor

Shiregreen 
Chapeltown 
Wingfield 
Hemsworth
Bents Green 
Nether Edge 
Meadowhall 
Totley

Across

4 The only direction? (4.5)

7 This bus route starred in the excellent film "Fairness on

the 83"! (5.5)

8 The human body's normal temperature in degrees

Fahrenheit? (6.5)

12 How many trombones in the big parade?

13 Artist, Joe Scarborough, was born in Pitsmoor in 19_ _ ?

16 Two Latin kisses?

Down

1 How many city councillors do we have in Burngreave? (6.4)

2 The largest two digit prime number? (6)

3 A good score? (9)

5 At what age will children start at Burngreave's new school,

the Astrea Academy? (8)

6 How many weirs on the walk along the River Don from

Sheffield to Meadowhall? (5.4)

9 How old are Rihanna and Adele?

10 Age at which you qualify a free TV licence?

11 Paddington Bear lived at _ _ Windsor Gardens, London

14 How many UK gallons in a standard bee barrel?

15 How many keys on a standard piano? (10)

Name: ___________________________________________ Date: ___________________

The route of the problem

Word Bank

Firth Park High Green Bents Green Ecclesfield

Shiregreen Totley Brook Sheffield Smithywood

Nether Edge Penistone Hemsworth Barnsley

Batemoor Totley Meadowhall Wingfield

11

2 15

5 3

1

6

7 10

9

12

14

4

8

16

13

The route of the problem
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