
Ahmad Hussain, who was born and brought up on 
Barnsley Road, has been named on the Muslim 100 Power 
list. He joins other influential Muslims awarded this 
honour such as Sadiq Khan, Sir Mo Farah, Nadiya Hussain 
and Zayn Malik to name a few.   

The Muslim 100 Power list honours “the very highest levels 
of achievement within the global Muslim community and 
positively promote the outstanding contribution made 
by these individuals on a local, national and international 
level.”

Internationally renowned Ahmad Hussain who is of 
Kashmiri-Pakistani descent, is a singer and songwriter 
in the Nasheed tradition. This style of singing draws 
inspiration from Islamic beliefs, history and religion as well 
as current events.

Ahmad was born in 1981 and attended Hucklow Primary 
School. He set up IQRA Promotions as a medium for 
promoting peace and unity through performance in 2004, 
but it was following the sudden death of his sister at the 
age of only 28 that he began to explore his faith more 
deeply.

He released his first single ‘Aye Khuda’ in 2009 and his 
debut album ‘I Turn to You’ in 2010. He expressed himself 
through inspirational Nasheeds in English, Urdu and Arabic. 
His second album ‘My Beloved’, a moving tribute to his 
mother who had been diagnosed with cancer, was released 
in 2014.

Ahmad has performed in many countries around the world 
including Turkey, South Africa, USA, Morocco and Trinidad 
to name a few. He has shared the stage with celebrated 
performers including Maher Zain and Outlandish and 
inspirational speakers such as Attallah Shabazz, the 
daughter of Malcolm X.

The awards ceremony was held in central London at the 
Intercontinental, Park Lane. Ahmad was humbled by the 
recognition adding:

“I have for many years promoted peace, love and 
harmony through my music and have supported many 
charitable initiatives locally and globally, it as an 
honour to be recognised and I am humbled to be able 
to represent Sheffield at such a prestigious event and in 
front of the worlds media.”

Ahmad continues to maintain links to the community and 
supports global and local charities. He sings to a group of 
elders who suffer from dementia, he also did a sleep out on 
the coldest night of the year to raise funds and awareness 
for the homeless.

Ahmad has just released his fourth studio album entitled 
‘Dua’, a collection of spiritually uplifting songs and is 
available to download on all digital media platforms or 
from www.ahmadhussain.com

His expression through words in the performance and 
writing Nasheeds was born from the inspiration he 
received from the first revelation of the angel Gabriel to 
the Prophet Muhammed (peace be upon him): 

Proclaim! (IQRA) in the name of your Lord who created:
Created man from a clinging substance:
Recite, and your Lord is the most Generous,–
Quran 96: 1-3

JUNE 2018   •   ISSUE 135 Voice of the Burngreave Community

 Power in peace and harmony
Story by Tim Neal | Photo by Nawal Al Fares
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Denial of NHS treatment to the 
Windrush generation, the loss of 
jobs, and the withdrawal of welfare 
benefits has caused deaths, and 
huge disruption, upset and mistrust 
by people who have every right to 
be here. Any information about the 
Windrush generation clearly states 
that the British Nationality Act 1948 
allowed Commonwealth immigrants 
full rights. We must remember that, 
and the Messenger supports all 
those fighting for a full apology and 
proper compensation to all those 
affected.

The Burngreave Messenger is a community newspaper with editorial independence, funded by advertising and the Big Lottery.
Registered Charity: 1130836. All content is copyright Burngreave Messenger Ltd or its voluntary contributors.

Weapons to be taken off streets
Story by Michael Wright | Photo by Julius Turner

On Wednesday 25th April, Michael 
Smith MBE, CEO of the UK’s leading 
weapon collections charity Words 
4 Weapons (W4W), was present for 
the opening of the first weapons 
bin in South Yorkshire.

The event was attended by the High 
Sheriff of South Yorkshire; Police 
Commissioner Dr. Alan Billings; 
Superintendent Una Simmons as 
well as the head Pastor of Rock 
Christian Church Jon Watts and the 
deputy, Pastor Paul.

The CEO said that there were 27 
such bins around London which 
have helped to take off 30,000 
weapons off the streets. 

The bin was funded with the 
approval of the Police Commissioner 
who said that it was good that Rock 
Christian Church agreed to host the 
facility although it was unfortunate 
that it was needed at all.

The superintendent said that 
there were core issues of male 
youth feeling accepted in society 
and having a stake and feeling 
disenfranchised hich can lead to 
acts of violence.

Michael Smith said that there would 
also be boxes available in local 
shops and restaurants for people to 
deposit weapons that could then be 
disposed of in the main bin.

Advertisements are planned to be 
placed in shops around Burngreave.

There is also an educational 
programme that is planned to 
be used in schools in the area to 
raise awareness of the dangers of 
ownership of weapons.

There is an unfortunate trend of 
escalating violence in Burngreave 
with the fatal stabbing of Jarvin 
Blake a month ago, as well as 
incidents last year. Since the bin 
has been installed, there have been 
further incidents, including a council 
contractor being stabbed in the 
cheek, and an attack on Burngreave 
Road that required the intervention 
of a passing bus driver. 

Deputy Pastor Paul decided last 
year that something had to be done 
about this situation and so called 
the W4W charity. Tragically, this 
couldn’t have been more timely 
with yet another fatal stabbing 
having taken place.
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Local lad Magid Magid plans to 
shake up the city as he takes up the 
chains of office and becomes the 
city’s newest, and youngest ever, 
Mayor. 

Born in Burao, Northern Somalia, 
Magid’s family fled the civil war, and 
he spent six months in a refugee 
camp before moving to UK. Coming 
to live in Burngreave, he attended 
Fir Vale School before going to 
University of Hull to study aquatic 
zoology.

Magid joined the Green party in 
2014, and was elected councillor for 
Broomhill and Sharrow Vale in 2016. 
He was nominated for the mayoralty 
by his fellow Green councillors, and 
has become the first representative 

of that party to hold the office. The 
role is a ceremonial one, meaning 
the officeholder must represent the 
council and the city in speaking at 
a variety of official functions, and 

undertaking a range of ceremonial 
duties. Magid promises to make 
the role less staid and boring, as 
shown by his choice of music for his 
inauguration ceremony, the Imperial 
March from Star Wars, and the 
Superman theme!

The three charities he will support 
as Lord Mayor are Flourish, a mental 
health organisation, Sheffield 
Women’s Counselling and Therapy 
Services, and the Unity Gym Project.

Magid returned to his roots on 
May 21st, visiting the adventure 
playground and planted a “tree of 
hope and inspiration” in an area 
built by volunteers from the Prince's 
Trust (see Page 6).

George & Brian: Late again by Edgar Lowman

Dan Jarvis, our other Mayor
Story and photo by Richard Belbin

Dan Jarvis, the newly elected Mayor for Sheffield City Region (aka, South 
Yorkshire) visited Burngreave during his campaigning, talking with residents, 
and visiting shops and businesses around Ellesmere Green. 

Mar Jarvis heard about ongoing problems with local air quality, unemployment, 
crime and the bedroom tax. Local business owners were overwhelmingly 
positive about the area and the opportunities to do business there, although 
there were complaints about low level crime and anti-social behaviour.

Mr Jarvis was impressed by the range of businesses operating, particularly 
about the quality of the food available – “I’ll definitely be having something to 
eat when I come back.”

It was rainingWhat’s his excuse this 
time?

Sorry! I was eating soup 
at that new open-air 

restaurant
and...?

Magid the Mayor and the tree of hope
Story by Kevin Stapleton | Photo by Fran Belbin
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On 28th April, Fir Vale based group, 
An Nasiha (Sincere Guidance) 
organised a demonstration in the 
city centre with the message ‘Islam 
says no to racism.’

Distributing balloons, stickers 
and messages of harmony with 
people of all backgrounds, the 
group promoted the message ‘Race 
against racism: no superiority of 
race except through piety and good 
actions.’

They were supported by many 
members of the public and 
dignitaries such as the (then) Lord 
Mayor Anne Murphy, and city 
centre MP, Paul Blomfield. 

Speaking to the crowd, organiser Zia 
Khan said:

“We’ve met many different people 
of many different backgrounds. 
We are able to engage with 
people, telling that Islam says no 
to racism. “We wanted to go out 
there and show that we say no to 
any kind of racism, whether it be 
black on black, white on white, 
black on white or whatever.”

An Nasiha was founded in 2011, by 
a group of local students. They have 
held public events in mosques and 
community centres up and down 
the UK with many renowned as 
well as upcoming scholars coming 
from all over the country to give 
speeches and seminars. For further 
information about An Nasiha, see 
their website, www.annasiha.co.uk

Walking Burngreave in the footsteps of refugees 
Story by Andrew Crowley | Photos by Graham Jones

As my neighbour always says whenever we go walking 
with him “It is downhill all the way.” Well it nearly was as 
we walked from the Catholic community of St Patrick’s at 
Sheffield Lane Top to the Town Hall on 12th May. 

We were doing it as part of a campaign organised by 
CAFOD, ‘Share the Journey’, to highlight the plight of the 
growing numbers who leave their homes because of war, 
poverty or persecution. Most seek shelter in neighbouring 
countries, which often do not have the resources that we 
have. There are 250 million people displaced from their 

homes, 65 million due to violence. Around half of the 
world’s refugees are children. 

It was suggested at our parish meeting that instead of us 
making the walk as a discrete group we should tell others 
and invite them join us. It would be a welcome opportunity 
to meet people of different faith tradition and to explore 
friendship and what we have in common. An invite was 
sent to the different places of worship along the route. 

We were joined by people from St Cuthbert’s, St James, 
Christ Church, and the Hindu Samaj. Our pilgrims were 
offered tea and cake at Christ Church Vicarage, and at the 
Dar ul Uloom Siddiqia mosque we were provided with 
much needed drinks and snacks. 

We were welcome at the Town Hall by the Lord Mayor 
and local MP Louise Hague. Mike Reynolds, Chair of City 
Sanctuary, reminded us that Sheffield is a welcoming city 
for refugees (something which Burngreave can feel proud 
of), and then Cameroonian refugee Pride spoke about his 
experience of living in isolation in Sheffield as an asylum 
seeker until he came across City of Sanctuary which gave 
him a new life.

A simple message
Story and photo by Zia Khan
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On the 19th of May me and 
people from the Pitsmoor 
community had a pirate party 
to celebrate the launch of the 
Adventure Playground’s new 
pirate ship. It involved many 
activities from performing, 
singing, poetry, face painting, 
different types of food that many 
people from the community 
contributed towards. 

We had special vistors that taught 
us many pirate songs which we 
enjoyed. Amazing people also 
came to the launch such as 
boat builder Steve Pool, Julie 
Macdonald, Neil Macdonald, Andy 
and Sarah Male and Jonathan 
Turner. Pete, a member of 
adventure playground, also helped 
to build the ship.

We thank all the people who 
contributed to help towards the 
pirate ship. We also had awards 
given to people who supported us, 
not only with the pirate ship, but 
who generally help us all the time. 
I can’t forget the young helpers 
who helped on that day such as 
Fatima Abdulla and Alex Giblin. 

As well as the pirate ship, the 
playground also unveiled a 
climbing boulder. Two days later, 
new Lord Mayor Magid Magid 
visited and planted a ‘tree of hope 
and inspiration’ in an area built by 
volunteers from the Prince’s Trust. 
The volunteers, including local 
young people, also painted the 
castle and other parts of the site 
and built a barbecue area. Finally, 
a new mural by Patrick Amber was 
revealed.

The playground is also celebrating 
a recent £195,000 grant from the 
Big Lottery Fund, which will cover 
costs for the next three years and 
was the proud recipient of the 
Duke of York Community Initiative 
Award in April.

All aboard The Lucky Gordon
Story and poem by Asea Abdulla | Photos by Rob Smith and Fran Belbin

Pirate Life 
Pirates are dirty 
Pirates are scary 
Pirates are mean 
Their teeth are green.

The ship is big 
The ship is scary 
The ship is mean 
The pirates are hairy.

The parrot can walk 
The parrot can fly 
The parrot can talk 
It likes to squawk.

The treasure is gold 
The treasure shines 
The treasure is cold 
The treasure’s mine.

Alan Hancock collects the Playground’s Duke 
of York Community Initiative Award from HRH 
Prince Andrew. Photo by John Sherbourne.
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The Burngreave Messenger 
was invited to report on the 
licensing of the new Priest in 
Charge at Pitsmoor Christ Church, 
Pip Salmon, on 23rd April. The 
inauguration ceremony was 
attended by a congregation 
of around one hundred, and 
was conducted by the recently 
appointed Bishop of Sheffield, the 
Very Rev Dr Pete Wilcox.

The Messenger interviewed Pip 
after the event.

Can you give the readers a brief 
description of what your role as 
leader of the church entails?

I’m heading up the church at 
Pitsmoor, I work in collaboration 
with St Cuthbert’s, and St Peter’s in 
the Church of England.

What made you want to come to 
Sheffield, especially the Burngreave 
area?

I responded to an advert and 
liked what was happening in the 
church and I liked the community 
engagement. The Partnership 
[between the three churches] was 
important, working across the area, 
rather than separately, we also like 
the look of Sheffield. 

Can you tell the Messenger readers 
about yourself?

I am married to Ali, who is a 
midwife. We have four children who 
are all grown up, and a dog called 
Ember. I like running and cycling. Ali 
likes to walk the dog.

How effective do you feel the voice 
of the church will be in dealing 
with the more challenging aspects 
of the Burngreave area?

At its best, the church is somewhere 
that believes in hope, a fresh 
start and building relationships. It 
should be a place where anyone is 
welcome, and a place that supports 
its community. As we work towards 

this, we can be an asset, and a 
positive influence on the area.

The diocese are currently recruiting 
for a second Priest in Charge, who 
they hope to appoint at the end of 
June. 

Pip Salmon supporting communities 
Story and photo by James Woollen
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Making a difference 
in Page Hall
Story and photo by Richard Belbin

The Fir Vale community development team, funded by the 
Department for Communities & Local Government, has 
taken shape, with the new workers all in post.

I met community development worker Patrick Moran at 
the Fir Vale Food Bank, at St. Cuthbert’s church, where the 
team regularly volunteer, helping provide food, advice and 
even English lessons to around fifty people.

“It’s really good to do this every week, you meet so many 
people from all across the community.”

Alongside his colleagues Yasmin Iqbal and Nicola White, 
Patrick hopes the team will be going out, supporting 
projects and volunteering with them to help build their 
skills and capacities.

“Now we are in post we are getting involved and finding 
out what is going on in the community. We have been 
out and about all over the area, meeting with residents, 
local businesses, schools, the Roma Network, health 
visitors and groups at Fir Vale Community Hub.” 

“We want to set up a Community Action group – online 
and offline – that can come together to help each other 
out and share knowledge and ideas.” 

The community wardens have taken up their roles too, and 
are busy and advising people on how to look after their 
neighbourhood, as well as the less pleasant task of issuing 
penalties for things such as littering, or disposing of rubbish 
and other unsuitable materials in back yard fires.

If you are interested in seeing improvements made in Page 
Hall and Grimesthorpe, get in touch with the team by 
emailing patrick@scidteam.net or calling 07904 163 331.

Being a good 
neighbour
Story by Tim Neal

About 30 people gathered at the Firth Park working men’s 
club on Wednesday evening 31st May for the ‘Festival of 
Debate’ discussion on the subject of ‘What is it to be a 
good neighbour?’.

Local councillor Mark Jones and Page Hall neighbourhood 
watch coordinator, Marion Gipson introduced the theme. 
They both framed the discussion around understanding the 
needs of others, being courteous, caring and having a good 
attitude. The subject was opened up to the floor and an 
animated discussion followed.

Mick Daniels (Chair of the Brushes Tenants and Residents 
Association) spoke about the changes he’d seen in the area. 
He referred to increases in littering and issues with noise. 
Responding to Mick’s criticism of the lack of action by the 
council, Mark Jones noted that this discussion was “part of 
the process of moving forward itself”.

Dean Brissett, a local resident also raised issues of litter and 
noise. He felt that stronger regulation was needed, with 
stronger punishments if necessary. He recounted a positive 
story about how he’d seen some kids kicking a road sign on 
Earl Marshall Road. He’d stopped to talk to them and tell 
them not to do it and as he told everyone at the meeting: 
“the kids stopped and they listened to me”. 

It was difficult to keep to the theme of the debate, being 
a good neighbour, as an abstract idea. Many of the people 
present were too frustrated by what they described as a 
lack of action by the council, by continual debates rather 
than actions. Others were anxious to avoid community 
stereotyping. 

It was acknowledged by all present that there are severe 
funding restrictions limiting what the council can do. In 
this context it was hoped that new funding available for 
Sheffield Community Investment Deal’s community work in 
Page Halll led by Colin Harvard, who was present himself, 
might help address this.

The ideas developed around being a good neighbour were 
overwhelmed by some of the harsher realities of a variety 
of environmental issues: litter, noise and air pollution. 
Finding ways to manage these are signs of neighbourliness 
but also signs of a working local authority.
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John and Elizabeth Barrs, with their son Jacob were the 
honoured guests at the celebration for the restoration 
of the tower clock in Burngreave Cemetery chapels on 
Wednesday afternoon, the 25th April 2018.

They and Burngreave Community Cemetery Chapels spent 
two years raising the money and finding somebody who 
was able to make it work. Most of the original clockworks 
were removed in the 1970s but some remained. These 
were cleaned and repaired, the two clock faces and 
their hands were painted. An electric motor with reset 
properties was installed to replace the missing clockwork.

Many came to see the exhibition in the chapel although 
nobody from Sheffield council, who own the building, 
visited us, but an enjoyable time was had and we look 
forward to achieving our next aim – to get the windows 
restored.

Seed Swap Sunday
Sunday 6th May saw strawberry plants and a variety of 
cacti accompanying many seeds (both home collected 
and commercial packet), on display outside the cemetery 
chapel, at the first of this years seed and plant swap 

Sundays. Bags full of books 
were also exchanged by 
satisfied visitors to the 
cemetery on this lovely 
sunny day.

Seeds and books can be 
swapped any Sunday 
between 11am and 3pm, or leave a 
donation if you’ve nothing to exchange.

More information can be found on  
www.friendsofburngreavecemetery.btck.co.uk

As part of a nationwide study 
involving 150 schools, Pye Bank 
Foundation are working with 
groups of parents to ‘improve 
the home learning environment,’ 
offering various workshops and 
coffee mornings to support home 
learning.

The ‘PEEP Project’ (Parents Early 
Education Partnership) is being run 
by Queens University Belfast, and is 
looking at how such improvements 
can impact upon children’s 
vocabulary, early literacy skills and 
social skills. 

Deputy Head Ann Dawson said:

“We have been very fortunate 
to have been chosen to be part 
of the intervention group and 
deliver weekly sessions to some 
of our F1 [four to five year old] 
children and their parents. 
Already our parents feel that 
they have learned so much about 
how to positively interact with 
their children and feel that their 

communication is now much 
more engaging and enjoyable.”

The sessions offer lots of ways 
for parents to help their children 
develop their self-esteem and 
language, and they are warm about 
their enjoyment of the project:

“It’s good to do everyday 
things but with a much better 
understanding of how they can 
help my children to learn. Seeing 
the big impact on my son’s 
learning has encouraged me to 
do more with my daughter as 
well.”

The university will report on the 
success of the project next summer. 

Cemetery clock chimes again
Story and photos by Christine Steers

Pye Bank partnership project
Story by Kevin Stapleton | Photo by Ann Dawson



Starting in July, Walking for 
Purpose is coming to Burngreave. 
Working with Burngreave 
Works (Sorby House), Aspiring 
Communities Together and the 
Fir Vale Community Hub we are 
bringing a range of Walking and 
Employment sessions to the area. 

The sessions are free and are open 
for anyone over the age of 16 who 
would like to improve their overall 
health and also help to move closer 

to employment. There a range of 
walks and sessions that we will run 
and we will look to increase the 
distance you walk each week. We 
can also provide free bus passes for 
participants to access the sessions 
providing participants attend both 
parts of the sessions we put on.

Each walk is then followed by an 
employability session delivered in 
partnership with local employability 
providers.

The programme includes workshops 
that range from confidence 
building and self-belief, to hearing 
about training and volunteering 
opportunities. 

If you would like to know more 
or register your interest get in 
touch with the Physical Activity 
Team at Sheffield City Council 
on 0114 273 4266 or email 
sccphysicalactivityandsport@
sheffield.gov.uk

Page sponsored by Sheffield City Council’s 
Healthy Communities Programme

Chronic Pain Groups
This is an opportunity for those who suffer from pain to 
socialise with like-minded people and gain new skills to 
self-manage pain. 

£1.50 per session. These sessions require a referral 
through the GP social prescribing scheme. 

Women’s sessions are held on Tuesdays 12.30–2.30pm

• Sorby House:  
3rd July and Tues 7th August

• St Cuthbert’s Church: 
10th July and 14th August

Community Wellbeing Programme

For all activities contact Sofeena Aslam 
Sorby House, 42 Spital Hill, Sheffield, S4 7LG

Telephone: 0114 213 2591
Email:  

Sofeena.aslam@soarcommunity.org.uk

Women-only Support Group 
St Cuthbert’s Church

Mondays 25th June, 9th and 23rd July - 10am–12noon

This is a small group designed for women who have some form of hardship in their 
lives, and as a result of this suffer from low mood, isolation, and low self-esteem. 

Come and talk to like-minded people, forget about the past and have fun.

Feeling Good Project at 
Verdon Recreation
The Feeling Good on Verdon Street 
activities for women only is back on!

Every Wednesday -  
Term Time Only
Verdon Recreation Centre, 
Verdon Street.

Badminton: 9.30am–10am (Free)

Zumba: 10am–11am (£1.50)

Coffee Morning with crafts:  
11am–12noon (Free)

Contact Aislinn Addams for 
information 07432 805 847

Springboard Social Café
Do you want more energy and to 
make new friends? We can help you 
on the road to recovery. Come and 
have a chat and make new friends.

At Firvale Community Hub 
From 10 am – 4pm 
10th May, 14th June, 12th July,  
9th August, 13th September.

At ACT Firvale Centre 
From 10 am – 4pm 
24th May, 28th June, 26th July, 23rd 
August, 27th September.

Call Firvale Community Hub  
0114 261 9130 or  
ACT Firvale Centre 0114 243 4340.

Walking for Purpose coming to Burngreave

Women’s only Zumba 
(part funded by SOAR) 
Every Monday (term-
time) 1.30 - 2.30pm 
Verdon Recreation 
Centre. £1.50
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Abdul Shaif
Abdul Shaif, 53, has been 
living in the UK for 45 years. 
He came to Sheffield from 
Yemen in 1973. Like other 
Windrush families, his father 
had come to help meet the 
labour shortages in the UK at 
the time.

He spoke at a protest against 
the treatment of the Windrush 
families at an event in April:

“Me and my dear sister 
were born together and we 
used to be very close, but 
I couldn’t see her for more 
than 20 years.

“When I was nine years old I 
had to leave my mother and 
sister because that’s the 
only way for Yeminis like us 
to earn a living at that time.

“Because of the immigration 
law, my sister was not able 
to come to this country 
and I couldn’t travel back 
to Yemen to see her. I’m 
afraid that she would never 
get the chance to meet my 
family.

“All we want is to have our 
certain life back, to at least 
had our health service. We 
came here and we worked 
here, we are paying the 
national insurance and tax, 
we have contributed to the 
economy in this country, but 
we lost everything.

“I feel really sad because 
nobody is fighting for us. 
Nobody know about us. It’s 
like we are giving our lives 
and now we’re lost.”

Tales from the Windrush generation
Story by Carrie Hedderwick and Messenger Staff

Richard Gordon
Richard was born in 1962, the fourth child of 
Frank & Elsie Gordon, who had come to the 
UK in 1959. Frank had been a farmer and lorry 
driver in Jamaica but moved hoping for a better 
life. 

He started work as a ‘fettler’ for a small 
engineering company where he stayed until 
he retired in 1991. The family at first lived in 
Broomhill, moving to Earl Marshal Road in 1971. 
Elsie, worked nights at Nether Edge hospital as 
an auxiliary, but found herself helping to deliver 
many a new baby alongside the midwife.

Richard had several fierce encounters on Earl 
Marshall. He and his brothers would cut down to 
Fir Vale shops, but older lads would block their 
path, saying blacks were not to use ‘their’ road. 
Aged 9, he had his shirt ripped off his back twice. 
His father’s reaction then was to ‘paste’ him, 
saying new shirts cost money and Richard needed 
to stand up for himself. From then on, that’s 
exactly what he did, and there was no further 
trouble with other kids!

Many of the teachers at Richards school were 
plainly racist. For example, if he or another black 
pupil tried to ask or answer a question, they were 
often ignored. Once, Richard was unfairly blamed 
for an incident and refused to take the cane as 
punishment. That was the end of his school days. 
Richard’s own children have done well at school, 
as attitudes and opportunities have improved.

His dad used to go to the airport to meet newly 
arriving Jamaicans, who would bring fresh 
fruit and veg from the islands to share. Richard 
explained about the money saving ‘Pardna 
system’, used for decades by Caribbeans. This 
is set up as a partnership for people to save 
collectively, and an established member of the 
community manages the ‘partnership’. It allows 
people without bank accounts access to credit. 
Payouts are rotated, so when it is your turn, your 
payout could enable you to put money down on a 
house, or other necessities.

Richard’s parents retired and returned to Jamaica 
in 1991.

Who are the 
Windrush generation?

On 22 June 1948 the Empire 
Windrush arrived at Tilbury 
Docks carrying the first 
Caribbean people who were 
invited to the UK to help rebuild 
the country World War 2. The 
1948 British Nationality Act 
allowed them, and others living 
in Commonwealth countries, 
British Citizenship & full rights of 
entry and settlement. 

What is the problem?

Around 50,000 people risk 
deportation if they do not have 
the required documentation to 
prove that they ‘formalised’ their 
right to residency.  

Why now?

When she was home secretary, 
Theresa May pledged to make 
the UK ‘a hostile environment’ 
for so-called illegal immigrants. 
This made employers, NHS staff, 
private landlords and others, 
responsible for checking the 
immigration status of anyone 
they wanted to employ, or 
provide with services, etc. 

Why don’t they have the 
correct paperwork?

Many children travelled on their 
parents’ passports, and never 
became formally naturalised. 
Many moved here before their 
countries of birth became 
independent, so were assumed 
to be British. Some Home Office 
records were destroyed in 2010, 
which could have proven when 
people arrived in this country. 
The Home Office did not keep a 
record of people granted leave 
to remain, which was conferred 
on anyone living continuously in 
the country since before  
1st January 1973.

?



Every year Sheffield produces an amazing and varied 
programme for Environment Weeks in late Spring. 
Burngreave hosted a number of these events, from the 
Victorian streets and cemetery chapel, to the wild spaces 
of Parkwood Springs. 

People from across the city came to see our neighbourhood 
and many of them admitted their surprise at the lovely 
open spaces, diverse natural history and fascinating human 
history of Burngreave. With thanks and much appreciation 
to everybody who made these events so special.

Hope in the community garden
Story by Adrian Lake | Photo by Graham Jones

On 2nd June I visited the allotments and was introduced 
to Michael Cammack, who told me, “The garden has been 
here about ten years. It was funded by Tesco of Herries 
Road and by Greggs. We have managed to use money 
donated by them to buy garden furniture and a shed.”

They only use natural fertilisers on what they grow. Inside 
the shed it was busy with organisers and volunteers 
selling jars of organic chutney, organic fruit and organic 
vegetables. There is also a wormery from which they 
extract liquid, which is poured on their vegetables to 
promote growth.

The garden was dedicated to the memory of Andrea Hardy, 
Hope’s founder and inspiration. Working on the allotment 
promotes people’s mental health. Plot 83 was a dumping 
site but it’s been transformed.

Guest of honour was deputy mayor Tony Downing, who 
toured three of the allotments.

Sessions run on Monday and Thursday from 9:30am – 1pm. 
A Saturday session runs 10am until perhaps 3pm during the 
warmer months.

Burngreave Environment Weeks

The Sheffield Victorian Society 
organised a walk round Pitsmoor to 
look at historical buildings.

Unfortunately the original leader, 
Graham Hague met with a nasty 
accident a couple of days before 
the walk and Valerie Bayliss of the 
Victorian Society stepped in to 
lead the walk herself. We trust that 
Graham is mending well.

A major part of the walk was 
through Burngreave Cemetery 
where Ken, a longstanding and 
knowledgeable member of the 
‘Friends’ group took over as guide.

It was a beautiful day and the 
cemetery was blooming. Ken was 
witty and informative about some 
of the 65,000 Sheffielders who are 
buried or remembered here. The 
War memorials were a highlight 
for many people but there were 
fascinating insights into the lives of 
local civilians too.

The walk ended at the Cemetery 
Chapel where there is an excellent 
collection of items of local history 
and natural history. 

The Sheffield Victorian Society 
can be found at  
www.victoriansociety.org.uk/site

Strolling through Victorian Pitsmoor 
Story by Graham Jones | Photo by Hayden Senior
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Parkwood Springs eternal trees
Story by Graham Jones | Photo by Graham Jones

On a beautiful Spring day, 19th May, there was a guided 
tree walk on Parkwood Springs. The friends of Parkwood 
Springs hosted the event and their chair, Neil Schofield, 
introduced the walk leader, Tim Shortland, Sheffield’s 
community forestry manager, who led the walk with 
eighteen followers. 

Despite his modesty, Tim’s knowledge of trees was amazing 
and apart explaining the differences between trees 
and how to identify them, Tim also showed a profound 
knowledge of the folklore around the various tree species 
and the specialised use of each species.  

Ray Swift was on the walk and explained that he grew up 
on Parkwood Springs when there was a whole suburb of 
Sheffield on the Western side of the site. Ray said that 
when he was a child there were no trees at all on Parkwood 
Springs because desperate local people had chopped them 
down and used them for fuel in the hard times of the 
1920’s and 1930’s.

The walk ended up in the Forest Garden where Tim 
explained techniques of sustainable horticulture. There was 
a fascinating mixture of food plants the Kiwi Fruit tree must 
have been the most exotic species of the day!

Early birds catch the early birds
Story by Graham Jones | Photo by Hayden Senior

On 5th May, for the fifth year running a group of over 
twenty people set off at 5.00am to listen to the birds on 
Parkwood Springs. It was a beautiful morning and the 
birds were obviously used to tuning up for an early start. 
Peter Bull of the Friends of Parkwood Springs welcomed 
us on to the walk which walk was led by John Robinson of 
the RSPB.

John has an amazing ability to identify even quite distant 
birds by the rhythms, tunes and cadences of their 
song and then, often wittily translating that song into 
“English”. Usually we were able to see the birds too and 
sometimes John was able to focus on them with a powerful 
spotterscope which enabled us all to see beautiful birds, 
many of which had recently arrived from Africa, in the clear 
morning light.

John said that “Parkwood Springs is beautiful: a very 
special place”

We saw 28 different species of birds including two new 
sightings (Canada goose and garden warbler) for Parkwood 
Springs.

For more nature walks 
and other events on 
Parkwood Springs, 
look at the Friends 
of Parkwood Springs 
website.

For more information about all events at Parkwood Springs, visit www.parkwood-springs.btck.co.uk/Events
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Recovery songs pack a powerful punch
Story by Fran Belbin

Ralph Dartford’s Recovery Songs recounts the story of 
how he spiralled into addiction, using spoken narrative 
and poetry. 

In a hugely powerful performance, Ralph tells of an 
outwardly successful theatrical career, the heady heights 
of showbiz parties and being nearly sure he’s snogged 
Siobhan from Bananarama.

But the partying is fuelled by enormous amounts of 
booze and drugs, leading to lost friendships and broken 
relationships, the loss of eye-watering sums of money, 
political hypocrisy and a desperate call to the Samaritans. 

The play is directed by Burngreave resident Sam Humphrey. 
He told the Messenger:

“Working with Ralph on this project has been a fantastic 
journey into the power of language and theatre to 
convey the extreme dark and blinding light of the human 
experience. As Ralph states near the beginning of the 
show, ‘I’m trying to turn a tragedy into a victory, and I 
need your help.’

“Ralph is an extremely talented poet. Making sure his 
words were heard clearly was my primary purpose. 
His story is testament to the maxim ‘truth is stranger 
than fiction,’ so there were many opportunities during 
the hour for us to develop physical theatre pieces 

demonstrating the claustrophobic, frustrating and 
frankly sometimes insane life of an active addict. 

“Many people do not realise that addiction and 
alcoholism are in fact illnesses. Not only that, but 
treatable illnesses, though that treatment is a lifelong 
process. We hope this show will help people to help 
themselves or others. It’s also meant to take any 
audience member on a cathartic journey of self-
discovery.”

Ralph Dartford explained:

“Recovery Songs is an ongoing project and it is envisaged 
that it will be performed for many years to come. The 
story is always changing as I distance myself further and 
further away from active addiction. I would imagine if 
one of the same audience members sees the show in five 
years’ time, it will be very different. It would still have 
its powerful punch, but newer elements are bound to be 
added.”

Ralph had been clean for just over a year when he gave 
his two performances of Recovery Songs at Burngreave 
Library. Funds raised went to the library and to tour the 
play around the country, in theatres and also in rehab 
centres with the aim of supporting others recovering from 
addiction. His poetry can be read at  
https://memoirsofadiscodancer.wordpress.com/

Champions of the Beckford Peg
Story by Idrees Sheraz | Photo by Yasmin Saeed

On Saturday 12th May, the 39th 
Sheffield scouts group entered the 
Beckford Peg challenge. 

It was a Don District Event with 
many scout groups participating. It 
was a hike around the Dore area. We 
arrived at the start point at around 
9am and it was a warm sunny day. 
I was excited to do the challenge 
with my friends, Hamza, Haamid 
and Haroon. There were eight check 
posts on our route where we had to 
stop and complete an activity. 

The thing that I found most 
enjoyable were the activities at 
the check posts. Because it was a 

competition, we got points for how 
well we did each activity. We also 
had a questionnaire to answer as we 
went along our hike - gaining points 
for each correct answer. 

I felt very exhausted and tired by the 
end of the hike because it took us 
five hours. I didn’t expect for us to 
win, because the other teams were 
very good and more experienced 
than us as this was our first hike. I 
felt really happy when I heard that 
we won. Matt Hardman, the District 
Scout Leader came to our weekend 
session and presented us with our 
trophies. 
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I had expected a one act amateur production with a few 
spectators not the professionalism and talent, which 
flowed in abundance off the stage.

The cast, comprising two men and two women, played 
various instruments and wore a range of costumes playing 
numerous characters each. The costume changes and 
character changes flowed flawlessly like an exquisite dance. 
A brilliant example of how important timing is.

There was a terrific turnout, with all seats taken and lots 
left standing, and queues for the refreshments of hotdogs, 
tea and cake.

The pre-performance entertainment was a man running up 
and down trying to blow up an inflatable settee: it kept us 
occupied until the show started.

The performance was all about the suffragist movement 
starting in 1911 and ending in 1918. It showed Sylvia 
Pankhurst and her attempts to get a better life for women 
through non-violent agitation. However her mother and 
sisters had antics that were more violent. I had heard 
of Emmeline Pankhurst but I had never heard of her 
daughters Christabel and Sylvia.

It made me think of how far we have come in such a 
relatively short space of time. When my grandad was born 
in 1914 no women and only some men had the vote. In 
1918 all men over 21 and those returning from war got the 
vote, as well as some women over 35 years of age.

This was a wonderful interactive way to learn about history. 
I personally would like to see it performed in schools, 
bringing history to life.

The few children present laughed aloud while the adults 
were to be heard chuckling to themselves.

Mikron has been running for 47 years, and will put on 130 
shows this year. The cast stated they like feeling at one with 
the audience and performing in different places to people 
who would not normally go to the theatre. Their next 
performance is on a barge.

Thinking of joining them? They hold auditions, and 
applicants must be able to play at least two instruments. 

Alongside this play, they are performing ‘Get Well Soon’ 
about the NHS, in October at Marsden.

To find out more about Mikron see their website at  
www.mikron.org.uk

The women are revolting!
Story by Julia Woollen | Photos by James Woollen

Book now for our next community journalism course
Our latest community journalism course, which started on 
31st May, was oversubscribed and we had to turn people 
away. The good news is that, if we have enough people 
interested, we’ve decided to run another course either 
over the summer or in September. 

We may run this course on a Saturday so that people who 
work are able to attend.

Anyone who lives in Burngreave or has a strong connection 
with the area is welcome to participate. You must have 

good English and be able to attend all 4 sessions. On the 
course you will learn skills to help you contribute towards 
the Burngreave Messenger by gathering news stories and 
information, writing reports and articles, interviewing 
people and taking good quality photographs. 

Please email naomi@burngreavemessenger.org or phone 
07377 470 334 to register interest for the next course - or 
if you have any questions or want further information. 
Remember to book your place as soon as possible as places 
are limited!
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Inspire (UK) Care provides a city wide care service and is  

expanding its workforce. Would you like to come on board? 

Inspire (UK) Care 

43 Southey Avenue, Sheffield, S5 7NN 

Please contact Nawal Taha, Registered Care Manager 

E-mail: 

Telephone: 0114 232 3333  |  Fax: 0114 233 8833 

Web: www.inspire-uk.co.uk 

Salary: £9.00 per hour + travel time 

Hours: Full Time 

Shifts: 0600 to 1100 & 1500 to 2230 

Monday – Friday / Weekends & Bank holidays 

* Must have own transport at all times 

* Fixed shifts on a two week rota 

* Free uniform & company mobile phone 

* Being part of family run business  

* Progression with free training in any Health & Social Care role. 



June 2018  •  Issue 135 17

Contact: 0114 203 7562
www.sheffield.gov.uk/northeast

Mark Jones

07500 764 202 

(Mobile) 

mark.jonescllr@

sheffield.gov.uk

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall) 

Surgery dates 

Firshill Tenants’ and Residents’ 

Association, 11 Firshill Glade, S4 

7DX.

• Tuesday 19th June and 

Tuesday 17th July  

10.30am – 12noon

Jackie Drayton

0114 243 5388 

(Home) 

jackie.drayton@

sheffield.gov.uk

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall)

Surgery dates

Burngreave Library, 

Sorby House, 42 Spital Hill.

• Saturday 7th July 

11am - 12.15pm

Local Councillors and 
surgery dates

Burngreave’s newest school is developing at a great pace – as you can see in 

the picture below of prospective pupils ‘signing the steel’ of the buildings 

framework.

This September they will be opening a nursery for 3 and 4 year olds. Up 

to 30 hours of free childcare will be available, as well as lunches. Fifty two 

places will be available, with flexible sessions so as to suit your child’s 

needs. Any parents interested in a place can visit their website (https://

astreasheffield.org/) to register online or call 07467 374 176.

Applications are also open for the first Reception and Y7 classes. 

The closing dates for applications is the 31st of October 2018 (Secondary) 

and 15th January 2019 (Primary) . All enquiries regarding admissions for 

Reception or Y7 places must be done through the Admissions Team at 

Sheffield City Council at ed-admissions@sheffield.gov.uk 

Another chance to nominate in Star Awards

To give the people of Burngreave a little more time about who you might 

want to nominate The Burngreave Star Awards have been postponed 

until November,

So, while you are enjoying all the community groups, events, and activities 

this summer, do think about who is organising them and how they are 

making a positive impact upon the area. You can still nominate people or 

groups up until October, by using the form on  

www.burngreavemessenger.org/blog/2018/03/star-awards-2018-

nomination-form/ or contact local area partnership officer Pam Grant  

(Pam.Grant@sheffield.gov.uk), who will send you out a nomination form. 

Astrea Academy applications open

Talib Hussain

0114 273 5380  

(Town Hall) 

talib.hussain@

sheffield.gov.uk

Surgery dates 

Firvale Community Hub (PACA), 

127 Page Hall Road.

• Thursday 21st June and 

Thursday 19th July 

2pm – 3pm
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I met Michael Glover, author of 
‘111 Places to visit in Sheffield that 
you shouldn’t miss’ at the Tampers 
Sellers Wheel, an Artisan café bar 
located on Arundel Street, which 
also featured in his book.

Michael comes from Sheffield and 
was educated at Fir Vale School. 
He has fond memories of the area 
- especially walking up Wincobank 
hill and looking down into the Don 
Valley, seeing the heavy industries, 
the steel works flames and smoke. 

I asked Michael what his favourite 
destination was and he replied that 
it was the Norman Fort at High 
Bradfield, because it is invisible 
until you come upon it. People 
sometimes do not appreciate 
that Sheffield is full of dramatic 
countryside. 

I also found out from Michael that 
there was a dispute surrounding 
the destination of the book, as the 
London based publishers said “No, 
Sheffield does not deserve one, 
why not write one about the Peak 
District, as they have ten million 
visitors a year?” A week later the 

German publishers gave the go 
ahead, and now it is a Waterstones 
best seller. 

During the interview, it was 
obvious that Michael still feels very 
connected to the city especially 
Burngreave and Pitsmoor. One of 
his wishes was to draw attention to 
the north Sheffield area; this was 
made apparent when he stated: 

“The area suffers from chronic 
under funding and there needs 
to be investment in Burngreave 
and Pitsmoor. They both need 
attention.”

The book successfully reflects 
Michael’s artistic writing style as 
a published poet, and is further 
complemented by the visually 
stunning photography of  
Richard Anderson.

A decade of knitting and nattering
Story by Val Ellis | Photo by Howard Spencer

As the facilitator of our group based in St Peters Church, I 
think it’s fantastic we have reached our tenth anniversary, 
and still have some members who attended the first ever 
session all those years ago. It is the groups diversity and 
enthusiasm to create and support each other through 
companionship that have let us do so.

Some members like to knit for charity and have over the 
years knitted for lots of worthy causes including Special 
Baby Care Unit, knitted boots for trainee midwives, 
TwiddleMuffs for Dementia patients, blankets and dressing 
gowns for St Luke’s, also jumpers for the babies of Malawi 

and more recently Trauma Teddies for patients who need 
distraction whilst at the doctors/GP. Members also like to 
knit personal creations for themselves, their family and 
friends. 

The group has an amazing volunteer, Margaret, whose 
expertise and experience is invaluable. Margaret is always 
willing to help anyone who maybe struggling with their 
project (and with patience).

Members are forthright in their support for the group:

“It’s the highlight of my week.”

“I look forward to Fridays to catch up with my knitting 
and natter group.”

“It’s an excellent time to relax, knit and chat – I love it.”

The group gives people time out for themselves and 
something to work towards – which when completed can 
give a great sense of achievement. 

If you are interested in joining us, or would like to know 
more, please phone 0114 276 2644.

You shouldn’t miss Michael Glover
Story and photo by James Woollen
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The collectors: Kim
Interview by Andrew Hodgson | Photos by Laura Farah

What do you collect Kim?

Several things. One of my main 
collection is of 35mm slides, the 
sort that you look at through 
projectors.

When and how did you start to 
collect them?

Some years ago, I worked for the 
School of Art and Design at Sheffield 
Hallam University on Psalter Lane. 
While they were moving sites, 
the lecturers threw out the huge 
slide collection they had, as it was 
seen to have become obsolete. I 
retrieved them from a skip.

How many of them do you have?

I have around three thousand slides 
in all 

What kinds of things do they 
show?

Everything from paintings and 
sculptures to architecture and all 
sorts of designs like machines, 
ceramics and fashion. I also have 
“snapshot” type slides from 
numerous places and eras.

What do you most like about your 
slides?

I’m a big fan of projection and 
overlaying of image and colour, 

slides are perfect for this. Many of 
the slides are old and have aged, 
altering the colours, I like this!

Do you do anything creative with 
the slides you collect?

Yes, whenever I can! As mentioned 
I overlay images (using several 
projectors) to create new art on 
unusual surfaces, I have made 
lamps and light boxes, currently I’m 
working on a stained glass effect 
door and visuals for a music event.

And what else do you collect apart 
from slides?

I also collect discarded shopping 
lists, found objects, “porcelain 
beauties” and certain types of 
artificial flowers, but they are all 
different stories! 
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Memorial to the missing
Story by John Mellor | Photo by Terry Berill

Members of my family paid a visit to France in search of 
a memorial to a relative who died in May 1918, a few 
months before the end of the First World War. 

My wife Margaret and I, along with our daughter and son, 
Debbie and Andrew, travelled to the city of Soissons in the 
north of France to visit a memorial to Margaret’s uncle, 
Harold Nelson. He was reported as ‘missing’ in May 1918 
and, despite enquiries at the War Office at that time by his 
father, Charles Nelson of Rochdale, there were no details 
of what had happened to him. At the time the family didn’t 
know whether he had been killed, wounded or taken 
prisoner, and there was no known grave. 

He was aged 23, a Methodist local preacher, and had 
become engaged before joining the South Wales Borderers; 
his fiancée never married and died in her 80s.

A few years ago, on a tour of First World War battlefields 
our guide, military historian Paul Read, suggested to 
Margaret that her uncle’s name might be found inscribed 
on a war memorial at Soissons, which later proved to be 
correct. On visiting we were able to find the memorial, 
very well maintained by the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission, and locate Harold Nelson’s name on it, along 
with those of nearly 4,000 other soldiers who were also 
listed as ‘missing’ in that area of France. We discovered 
that Soissons had been on the front line of the fighting 
during 1918. 

At the memorial there was a register containing all these 
names with personal details of each soldier. There had 

been a regular stream of UK visitors to the memorial, 
including several from Yorkshire.

Margaret said of the visit:

“It was a ‘bitter sweet’ visit. My mother, 13 years old 
at the time of his death on May 28th 1918, was very 
close to her brother and the family had tried very hard, 
without success, to discover what had happened that 
day. She had received a letter from him dated 12th May 
1918 commenting on her scholastic achievement and 
stating, ‘Just now I am... thoroughly contented with my 
lot’.

“At the memorial, 100 years to the day after him being 
reported ‘missing (presumed dead)’, I felt that I was 
saying ‘Goodbye and God bless you’ on her behalf.”

Cleaning up in Page Hall
Story by Deborah Blencowe

Sheffield Litter Pickers – an open public Facebook group – 
was set up in October 2015 by a small group of Sheffield 
residents who regularly and voluntarily organised litter 
picks in their neighbourhoods. There are currently 622 
members and around 40 groups in Sheffield who work 
tirelessly come rain or shine. 

The group are hosting a Big Litter Pick in Firth Park and 
Page Hall on Saturday 23 June, and are inviting everyone 
who would like to join in to meet up and help spread the 
message that litter is not acceptable. 

Pickers, bags and hi vis jackets are provided, courtesy 
of council contractor Amey, so that people who don’t 

already have them will be equipped to go out and continue 
picking in their neighbourhoods after the event. Amey’s 
involvement has proved controversial with some, who see 
it as a way of them avoiding their responsibilities to remove 
the litter themselves. 

The group also hope council representatives will be there 
to speak about the high cost that litter and rubbish has on 
our lives – the social, environmental and economic impact 
of litter and fly tipping should not be underestimated.

The litter pickers will meet at the Clock Tower in Firth Park 
(Firth Park Road S5 6WS) at 1pm on Saturday 23 June 2018.
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I belong to Burngreave: Dr Muna Abdi
Story and photo by Fran Belbin

My family came here in 1991, 
because of the civil war in 
Somaliland. I was about two and a 
half years old at the time. I went to 
Owler Brook, Whiteways, Fir Vale, 
then Longley Park, and eventually 
to Sheffield Hallam University 
(SHU) and a Masters and PhD at 
University of Sheffield. So I've 
always stayed quite local.

I always wanted to go into 
education, I was fascinated with the 
schooling system and how people 
learn. I currently work as a lecturer 
at SHU and teach on undergraduate 
and postgraduate courses.. 

I also run the Black Seed 
consultancy. I coach students who 
are trying to navigate their way 
through the university system, and 
work with undergraduate students 
who are offering to mentor students 
doing their GCSEs and A levels - 
helping them to get to university 
and settle in over the first year. The 
data shows that the majority of 
students who drop out in the first 
year are BME and particularly BME 
girls, but we also know there’s a 
need to support other groups; white 
working class boys, care leavers, 
and those with disabilities.

The second part of my consultancy 
work is professional development 
workshops for schools, colleges 
and universities around inclusive 
practice, developing culturally 
relevant educational styles, creating 
a classroom that engages with 
parents as well as communities.

I’m working on a project at the 
moment where the school is trying 
to engage young people with 
literacy. I’m trying to get them to 
ask parents to define what they 
see as literacy. Literacy isn’t always 
reading books, it could be music, 
songs, poetry or storytelling. It’s 
opening up a dialogue that allows 
students to feel they have a sense 

of belonging within that school 
space. In Burngreave there’s a huge 
amount of diversity so it’s important 
for all children to feel their cultures 
are valued.

The national curriculum is becoming 
more and more narrow, there’s a 
push towards an almost 1950s type 
of schooling where you’ve just got 
to sit, read, memorise and prepare 
for tests. Teachers are constrained 
by these demands and so need 
to use the small spaces that they 
have to try and find creative spaces 
for learning. I always advise the 
teachers I speak with to try and 
use the parents and communities 
around them as resources. They 
can give you insights into how you 
can make your curriculum more 
creative, engaging and inclusive. 

I try to encourage as many parents 
as possible to become parent 
governors, to understand how their 
school works, to have an overview 
of the national curriculum, to get to 
know the members of staff and let 
them get to know you. It has to be 
a reciprocal process. Schools need 
to step out of their four walls and 
engage with parents too.

Throughout my education I had 
opportunities to see people who 
looked like me in positions of power. 
Once I went to university I was in 
the minority and I realised that it’s 
not just how we learn as individuals, 
it’s what the system does. 

I did a piece of research with 
colleagues at SHU for the Social 
Mobility Commission, that focused 
on the broken promise of social 
mobility for Muslims in Britain. 
Muslim students finish their degrees 
and get good qualifications but are 
still not getting graduate level jobs. 
There are anecdotal experiences 
from students who have said their 
placement experiences at university 
makes them realise they don’t want 

to work in that position because 
they don’t see anybody who looks 
like them. That comes down to 
employers making it a priority 
to recruit people from diverse 
backgrounds. Whether that’s social 
class, disability, gender or race, we 
need to see more variations of what 
is visible in our communities in our 
workplaces.

I love Burngreave, I can’t imagine 
living anywhere else. There isn’t 
anywhere in Sheffield that has the 
same level of diversity, kindness 
and spirit that people have here. 
Every year we have new arrivals, 
so there’s always new cultures to 
welcome and share. Yes, we face 
challenges, but Burngreave has 
always been a locality with so much 
potential, and it is because of the 
different communities that live and 
work here, and I think we need to 
celebrate that a bit more.
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Dear Sir/Madam,

Burngreave Cemetery is unique in having a designated 
cemetery warden who is responsible for locking and 
unlocking the gates, and reporting issues back to 
Bereavement Services. This post was created 25 years 
ago, as a result of gross misuse of the cemetery by anti-
social elements including drug addicts and joy riders who 
then burned the cars causing almost nightly visits by the 
emergency services.The situation was truly dire, but since 
then, things have really settled down. Apart from the 
warden, there is a most proactive friends group, and a 
long-standing group of very responsible dog walkers, some 
of whom regularly inform the warden of relevant issues 
they may encounter within the cemetery.

As cemetery warden over the last 25 years, I am aware 
of the local by-law stating that dogs must be kept under 
control while in the cemetery, but believe me, without the 
dog walkers, Burngreave Cemetery would be far less safe 
than at present.

Let this be the last word on the matter.

John Errington MBE, Cemetery Warden.

Dear Richard.

After reading the Michael Glover articles, I have to say 
that, as an adult, I remember life on Coningsby Road quite 
differently. It was a friendly and happy place to live where 
the people were very hard working.

My husband and I had the ‘Corner Shop’ for a few years in 
the early to mid 50s. Running it and doing housework was 
difficult as we had a toddler and a young baby. In those 
days household appliances such as washing machines were 
virtually non-existent! My husband would run the shop or 
take over some household and parenting duties as soon as 
he returned from work. During the day neighbours would 
call to do their shopping and many regularly asked if they 
could help me by taking the children for a walk. I was very 
grateful and took up some of the kind and thoughtful 
offers. Things were still on ration, so closing the shop during 
the day was strictly forbidden. 

 A group of us, from the neighbourhood, organised a 
street party, hosted by the Fir Vale Hotel. Michael’s mother 
came into my shop occasionally but the street party was, 
probably, one of the few encounters that neighbours 
had with her. I can’t remember, for sure, what we were 
celebrating. It would probably be The Queen’s Coronation 
or the end of rationing. Only a few families on the street 
very lucky enough to have a television and we all had other 
neighbours in to watch special and commemorative events.

My son, who is a little younger than Michael, went to 
Firth Park Grammar school so knew him from there. In 
their teenage years, my son, daughter and Michael all 
went to Trinity Methodist Church, and the youth club. 
Many of those young people grew up to have good 
careers or successful businesses. Coningsby Road and 
surrounding streets all made up the very friendly Fir Vale 
neighbourhood. Even the B&C milkman’s horse was friendly 
and banged on our gate every morning for a slice of bread! 

Happy, happy days as part of a friendly neighbourhood!

Gosh! I didn’t mean to write so much but all the memories 
just flowed! 

Sylvia Reaney

Hi,

I am contacting you out of complete frustration, I have 
a child who has ASD and was supposed to have received 
his school place in April, like all other 5 year olds starting 
school in September 2018. My child has not.

I feel it is not fair. He needs a specialist provision and the 
council have not even gone to panel yet to decide if he 
can receive his first choice place. My issue here is that 
if he doesn’t receive his place before the summer term 
ends, when am I supposed to do his transition? How am I 
expected to apply for transport? 

I have contacted the council countless times and they have 
just put me through to different numbers every time. I am 
fed up with being fobbed off why is it that your neurotypical 
children are entitled to a school place and your children 
with disabilities are not. This issue has really affected my 
health, I have anxiety and stress and feel it is getting worse 
as I am concerned about the future of my child.

Thank you for reading and I would appreciate if you could 
help in any way.

Name and address supplied

[Editor’s note: This letter has been forwarded to the 
relevant council department]

Dear Messenger,

As you may know, Y6s around the country did their 
Standard Attainment Tests (SATs) on the 14th - 17th May. 
This would include: reading, maths, spelling and grammar. 
They have worked very hard up to this moment. If you know 
any Y6s remember to congratulate them on completing 
their tests.

Kaius Neal

[Editor’s note: We quite agree. Congratulations to all Y6s 
and everyone who sat SATs]

Letters may be edited for space
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Abbeyfield Bowlers join the ‘ton up’ club
Story by Ray Black | Photo by Richard Belbin

Founded during the Great War, Abbeyfield Bowling 
Club celebrates its 100th birthday on 13th July. Since 
its inception the club has participated in a range of 
competitions across Sheffield, last winning The Jarratt Cup 
in 2011. The club pride themselves on playing the game 
just for the love of it.

Bowls is the simplest of all ball games. Bowls can get you 
off the sofa, meeting new people and visiting different 
parts of the city. It’s a sport that you can play from youth to 
old age. If you can roll a ball, you can play bowls. After that, 
it’s all hand and eye. Roll the ball in the right direction and 
at the right speed every time and you’ll win every game. 
Like everything else, though, practice makes perfect. 

Abbeyfield B.C. has teams in three competitions organised 
by the Sheffield and District Parks Bowling Association. 
The two ‘Vets’ teams (players are 60 or over) play on 
Wednesdays and Fridays. 

They would welcome new players. The Saturday team 
is open to all ages from 18 upwards and several new 
players would open up the possibility of entering two 
teams next year.

So if you’ve ever stopped to watch the ‘mighty’ Abbeyfield 
Bowling Club and thought, “I could do better”… you may 
well be right, so why not introduce yourself to one of the 
bowls team? 

Visit: www.abbeyfieldbc.co.uk  
E-mail: info@abbeyfieldbc.co.uk 
Twitter: @abbeyfieldbowls

Target 3
Puzzle by Graham Jones

How many words of three or more letters can you compose out of these ten 
letters? Each word must include the big letter(e). You cannot use the letters more 
than once (or more than twice with “r” and “e”). No words with initial capitals 
please, except that special ten letter word!

Score over 40 words: good

Score over 60 words: you can set the next Messenger quiz.

Score over 70 words: remember nobody likes a clever clogs!

Score over 80 words: it’s time you rewrote Einstein’s Theory of relativity.

Tom Wharton Update
In our last issue we covered the 
efforts by Sheffield Wednesday 
supporters to raise money for 
a headstone to the clubs first 
‘superfan’ who passed away in 
1933 and is buried in Wardsend 
Cemetery. 

We are glad to report that the 
fundraising was a success. Thanks 
to ‘a generous donation from a 
Wednesdayite’ the target was 
reached and the project will begin 
as soon as possible. Watch this 
space for further updates.
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VERTICAL • VENETIAN • ROLLER • ROMAN • PLEATED • VELUX

3 Easy Steps:

*

* Selected cream & white fabrics

UK MANUFACTURED

Telephone for further details & appointments:
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3 VERTICAL
BLINDS

£89*

5 VERTICAL
BLINDS

£149*

3 ROLLER
BLINDS

£99*

*Selected cream & white fabrics

For further details & appointments call us now on: 
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FREE Design 
& Consultation
Request a no obligation quote at your home. 
We offer free installation on all our blinds.

Motorise 
your
blinds
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