
Hundreds came together to enjoy the sun and 
entertainment at the second CommUnity festival, held 
around Ellesmere Green on Saturday 16th June.

Dozens of local shops and businesses supported the event, 
which aimed to promote the fact that Spital Hill is the 
‘Gateway to Burngreave Business.’ 

Many visitors to the event were quite surprised to discover 
that there are over 120 businesses in the immediate 
vicinity of the Green, with everything from food stores to 
forklift trucks!

Ever popular MC, Rob Smith held the event together on 
the day, compering the stage performances and keeping 
everyone entertained in-between acts. As always, Basil 
Sage’s Romano Jilo dance group were highly entertaining, 
as were performers UNidentified and festival closer Ashlee 
Male’s hula hooping extravaganza. 

Highlight of the day was undoubtedly the amazing Yemeni 
singer Aboud Khawaja who drew the largest crowds, 
accompanied by traditional dancers.

Local dignitaries were also in attendance, including all 
our local councillors, and MP Gill Furniss, along with 
Mayor Magid Magid who wished everyone a happy Eid 
and celebrated the diversity and strength to be found in 
Burngreave.

Active Burngreave ran sports and games for young people 
up at All Saints basketball court, and the Vestry Hall was 
home to the first showing of Steve Pool’s short film about 
the local businesses. It can be seen by visiting  
https://tinyurl.com/SHBus

Thanks are especially due to Gamal Abdulla and Fran Belbin 
whose hard work ensured that everything went so well. 
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CommUnity was the ‘business’
Story by Alison Higgins | Photos by Frankie Currie and Laura Farah
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Community Journalism graduates
Photo by Marek Payne

Pictured above are some of the succesful graduates of our latest Community 
Journalism course. Congratulations to all who attended.

We would also like to congratulate our volunteer, Surtag Hack, who has become a 
nanan for the first time, after ten years of waiting. Baby Ameera arrived on Friday, 
July 20th to Mr and Mrs Naeem Al-Alawi. 

This issue’s team: Kasar Ali, Richard 
Belbin, Carrie Hedderwick, Saleema 
Imam, Diana Ionita, Douglas 
Johnson, Graham Jones, Jamie 
Marriott, John Mellor, Tim Neal and 
Kate Sheldrick.

Messenger info

Next deadline: 28th August 
Issue published: 15th September

Burngreave Messenger Ltd. 
Abbeyfield Park House 
Abbeyfield Road, 
Sheffield S4 7AT

Tel: (0114) 242 0564

mail@burngreavemessenger.org 
www.burngreavemessenger.org

Follow us on Twitter 
@TheBMessenger

www.facebook.com/
burngreavemessenger

We're on Instagram 
@burngreavemessenger
As well as using Twitter 
and Facebook, we're 
looking for more ways 
to engage with the 
community and keep you - and us - 
in touch and up-to-date with what's 
happening locally. So follow us on 
Instagram for stories, photos and 
updates. 

Share your photos with us and, with 
your permission, we could feature 
them in a future issue.

The Burngreave Messenger is a community newspaper with editorial independence, funded by advertising and the Big Lottery.
Registered Charity: 1130836. All content is copyright Burngreave Messenger Ltd or its voluntary contributors.

Website makeover
We're making a few improvements to our 
website. By the time this issue appears online, 
we will have launched a fresh new look. Sleeker, 
cleaner, fresher, and easier to access and view, 
look out for it on Monday 6th August and let us 
know what you think. 

The Messenger events calendar
Keep up-to-date with upcoming events and 
activities in Burngreave by visiting our website 
events calendar. 

Organising an event? 
Publish it for FREE
We need you to help us to keep our calender 
up-to-date with all the latest events. If your 
event is happening in Burngreave, then just 
submit the details to our calendar.

www.burngreavemessenger.org/calendar

www.burngreavemessenger.org
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Against a background of drastically 
deteriorating air quality in 
Burngreave, to which children are 
particularly susceptible, the march 
was the culmination of several 
weeks of preparation including the 
creation of some amazing placards 
showing the children’s grasp of the 
air pollution problem. 

The placards were displayed at a 
special “Clean air” school assembly 
led by local resident, Jo Snee.

Chanting “We are sick of air 
pollution, what we need’s a clean 
solution!” the children carried the 
placards and used kazoos to alert 
local passers-by of their concerns. 
The march was joined by Councillor 
Mark Jones, a keen supporter of 
clean air. There was a great sense 

of excitement on the march which 
was televised by ITV Calendar 
and Sheffield Live! The march 
also featured on the local police 
Facebook page.

Senior learning mentor at the 
school Rashad Hassan said “It was 
absolutely great and the children 
loved it!” and Luise Hunt from the 
Burngreave Clean Air Campaign 
thought “the children's pictures 
were inspirational and the school 
staff so supportive and encouraging 
of the whole event.”

Jane Thomas from Pitsmoor said:

 ”Walking together was fun and a 
chance to get to know neighbours 
better. It is encouraging to see so 
many children and their parents 
making their voices heard about 
something that affects everyone's 
health. There are lots of things 
that can be done to improve 
air quality, and we can all help 
by reducing our use of cars and 
switching off instead of letting 
the engine idle.”

The march came on the same day 
that the council announced plans 
to stop the idling of vehicle engines 
outside the city’s schools. Signs 
are being installed across schools 
in Sheffield warning parents they 
could face fines for leaving their cars 
running, particularly during pick-up 
and drop-off times.

Sheffield is one of the first places 
to introduce the policy outside 
of London. It is one of a number 
of air quality measures set to be 
announced and consulted on to 
improve the city’s air quality.

For more information on these 
matters Burngreave Clean Air 
Campaign has a Facebook page  
or contact  
burngreavecleanair@gmail.com

Marching for Burngreave clean air
Story by Graham Jones | Photo by Rashad Hassan

George & Brian: A hot day by Edgar Lowman

I screamIt's so warm!

Well, would you 
like an... ooo



August 2018  •  Issue 136 5

Astrea Academy – Road alterations
In order to allow full access to the new Astrea Academy, additional crossings are being installed at the top of Rutland Road and 
on Pitsmoor Road. Bus stops are to be improved on Rock Street and Nottingham Street, which hopefully will have bins attached 
to stop more rubbish being dumped nearby!

The Osborne Works, formerly known as The Rutland 
Works on Rutland Road, is to have major new changes 
from what it originally was when built nearly hundred 
years ago.

Now owned by Oliver Sykes, who runs Drop Dead Clothing, 
the new owner intends to make changes that are far 
reaching in terms of capturing a new 21st century clientele. 
Oliver says:

“Our building has incredible heritage and I want to 
develop a concept that truly celebrated and developed 
the legacy. It has been an amazing team effort over the 
past few months as ideas have taken shape and “Church-
Temple of Fun” has become a reality.”

Oliver’s idea is to convert part of the building into a 220  
capacity venue providing vegan meals, live music, retro 
gaming and South American religious iconography.

As a listed building, the structure of the building will 
remain unchanged and Oliver is happy to leave it so since 
he also shares the sense of history that the building has.

Designed by the famous William John Hale, the building 
was first owned by Samuel Osborne and was used for the 
steel works business from 1919.

The current owner Oliver Sykes has big ideas of making it a 
great place with ideas he borrowed from Brazil following a 
visit there.

The refurbishments are now complete and the venue 
opened on Friday the 6th of July with an event expected to 
‘take the concept of fun up to a new level’.

The new ‘Church’ in Kelham Island
Story by Victor Mujakachi | Photo by Richard Belbin

Axe You Like It
Story by Adrian Lake

The Paint Factory at 163 Rutland Road have agreed to rent 
their basement to Battle Axe Sheffield. If the application 
submitted to Sheffield City council is successful, Battle Axe 
Sheffield plan to open one of Sheffield’s first indoor urban 
axe throwing venues which is promises to be an exciting 
new addition to the area and to Sheffield as a whole.

The activity of axe throwing is like playing darts, but with 
axes. There would be a maximum of six throwing targets 
within the venue, two targets per lane catering for up to 
36 clients in one session. Each session lasts one hour and 
thirty minutes and pronounces to be a great activity for 
team building and celebrations!

Battle Axe Sheffield hope that the impact of their business 
to the premises and to the area will have a beneficial 
effect all round, complementing the area. It hopes to 
become a focal point for people’s activities before heading 
off to the Kelham Island area to enjoy the vast array of 
entertainment, bars and restaurants on offer.

All staff will receive full training and a qualified first aider 
will be on site at all times.

Comments are welcome up to the 10th of August on the 
Sheffield City council Page. Access the link https://tinyurl.
com/AxeFac  
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This year has seen the 70th 
Anniversary of the NHS. On 6th 
July, the Patient Participation 
Group (PPG) at Pitsmoor Surgery  
held a birthday celebration in the 
surgery’s reception.

Apart from food and drinks, patients 
and staff were offered information 
about the NHS and were invited 
to join and support the Patient 
Participation Group which meets 
monthly and discusses how to 
improve the patient experience.

Linda Jones, Chair of the PPG, said:

“I have been a patient at this 
practice for over  thirty years, 
during which time the staff 

here have helped me and my 
family through a range of 
health problems. I regard my 
involvement in the PPG as a 
way of giving something back.  
Membership of the PPG needs 
to be  more diverse to reflect 
the patients at the practice, so 
we would really like to see some 
more young people and men 
becoming involved.

“Today we are celebrating our 
NHS, and this event gives us the 
opportunity to thank and praise 
the staff here at the practice who 
go way above the call of duty. But 
we are also fighting to defend the 
future of the NHS.“ 

Carrie Hedderwick, a more recent 
member of the PPG, added that 
“the current situation where the 
government is underfunding the 
NHS and putting many services out 
to private companies means that 
we could end up with a US-style 
system where individuals have to 
take out insurance to cover their 
health costs. Already NHS England 
plans to exclude certain treatments, 
meaning that patients will be 
given the choice - go private or 
do without. Copies of the Health 
Campaigns Together quarterly 
bulletin are available at the surgery 
on request. Do please consider 
joining the PPG or Sheffield Save 
our NHS. Together we can make a 
difference.”

Happy 70th birthday to the NHS
Story by Graham Jones

Celebrating NHS at Abbeyfield Primary
Story by John Mellor | Photos by Emma Pursehouse

A lively and enthusiastic group of children and their 
parents spent the afternoon of 5th July at a party to 
celebrate exactly 70 years since the National Health 
Service was launched in the UK in July 1948. 

This involved children from the Nursery and Reception 
classes, aged from 3 to 5 years. Everyone had made a big 
effort to mark this important historical event and to raise 
funds for the Sheffield Hospitals Charity by selling cakes 
and refreshments to those who were visiting the school. 

Several of the staff and pupils were dressed in hospital 
uniforms and really entered into the spirit of this 
important  anniversary. Parents were very appreciative 
of the services provided by the NHS for their families; 
all the children there had been born in NHS hospitals. 
Before 1948, health provision was only available to those 
who could afford to pay for it, whereas it is now free at 
the point of delivery.

I was particularly interested to be at this celebration as 
my daughter, Debbie, was a pupil there in the 1980s. It 
was then known as Firshill School. She has gone on to 
work in the NHS in Cardiff, London and Birmingham since 
then. Congratulations are due to all those who put a lot 
of hard work into making this event such a huge success.
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Plans for the old Ski Village site 
were presented to the community 
at the Friends of Parkwood Springs 
AGM, on July 19th. 

Chair Neill Schofield introduced 
the two speakers – Chris Lewis 
from EXTREME Destinations, the 
developer chosen by Sheffield 
council for the site and Clive Barber 
from Viridor about the restoration 
of the Landfill site.

Chris Lewis stated that EXTREME 
sponsored 120 athletes, many of 
whom learned their skills on the 
old ski slope. They all offered huge 
support for the proposed plans, the 
first draft of which is visualised on 
the map. The intention is to create 
a first class venue, which will create 
jobs, encourage major investment 
and attract many more people into 
the city.

EXTREME want to listen to the 
local community and incorporate 
their suggestions in the next draft 
in September, after which public 
consultation will start in earnest. 
The project will proceed in three 
phases.

Phase one hopes to create around 
150 jobs, and will include outdoor 
ski slopes and mountain and 
advanced cycle tracks. A detailed 
planning application is targeted to 
be submitted in January 2019 and 
to be delivered in the summer/
autumn 2020. EXTREME will not be 
the operators. 

Phase two promises ‘Spectacular’ 
plans. These are under wraps at the 
moment, but should be released in 
the autumn. There is only one other 
similar project, in Swansea.

Future intentions include café and 
living accommodation, zip wires and 
possibly extending the cycle tracks 
to Wardsend cemetery. Links have 

been established with the council 
rangers to possibly connect with 
existing cycle routes, but also to 
ensure safety for the general public 
walking in the area.

Concerns were expressed about 
the possible damage to the existing 
environment. Chris Lewis said that 
tree surveys have been completed 
and the hope is that no trees will 
be removed, but if any are, they 
will be replaced. Increased traffic 
flow was also raised, particularly at 
weekends. EXTREME say they are 
looking at this and are considering 
options, including shuttle buses and 
‘park and ride’.

Following the repeated fires 
at the old site, there were also 
unsurprising concerns around site 
safety. There would be 24 hour 
protection of the site to prevent any 
future vandalism. 

The whole project is expected to 
create about 600 jobs.

Clive Barber distributed plans of 
how Viridor and SCC would see the 
finished restoration of the landfill 
site. A circular footpath round the 
perimeter is envisaged with several 
entrances. This should be ready in 
2019, with measures to curb off-
road motorbikes using the paths 
also being considered. 

There will be a multi-use park in the 
southern corner and, in the north, 
wheelchair access right up to the 
viewing platform. 

Although SCC have asked that all 
fencing be removed, the methane 
gas infrastructure needs protection. 
This fenced and therefore 
undisturbed area will be a haven for 
wildlife.

Some of those in attendance had 
been on a guided tour of the site 
and commented:

 “It already looks brilliant. We 
were gobsmacked when we 
visited.”

Ski Village to rise from the ashes
Story by Saleema Imam

The architects map for 
the first phase of the 
Parkwood development
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Night of the Moon
Story and photo by Deborah Blencowe

Chaand Raat is an event 
where women prepare 
themselves for the Eid 
celebrations after the 
month of Ramadan, 
similar to Christmas Eve.

 The event, held at Firvale 
Healthy Living Centre on 
13th June, was organised 
to bring women from all 
community backgrounds together to enjoy being pampered 
and meet other people. This was exactly what happened. 
There was a very busy flow of people from 2.30pm all the 
way until 8.00pm, and the atmosphere was fantastic as 
people enjoyed all that was on offer.

The event was also an opportunity to develop the 
commercial skills of local women who have developed 
micro-businesses in areas such as henna painting, hair and 
beauty, facials, nail manicures, ethnic jewelry, bakhoor 
scent stalls and middle eastern patisserie. Their stalls 
were all very busy and the event helped to promote their 
business.

Sharing Iftar
Story by Zaheer Uddin

The Real Junk Food Project is a project that collects food 
from local supermarkets that is no longer needed. It has 
a sharehouse market on Carlisle Street (open Monday 
to Saturday, 1-3pm) where people can get a bag of fresh 
food at low cost, and also runs a ‘pay as you feel’ café in 
the Manor. 

The team wanted to work more in the community and 
thought the best time for this was in the month of 
Ramadan, working with Masjid Al Rahman. Masjid Al 
Rahman is a multicultural mosque on Ellesmere Road, 
where around 350 people a year do iftar. 

Sharehouse provided Masjid with fruits, cakes, drinks and 
plenty of water for people to drink. Masjid Al Rahman 
themselves provide 2500 or more bottles of water during 
Ramadan, as well as serving food from local people and the 
mosque itself. 

Thank you so much for sharehouse market for supporting 
Masjid Al Rahman and we hope this can be an ongoing 
situation in the future.

Goodbye yellow 
bike rides
Story by Kevin Stapleton | Photo by Nico Hall

ofo’s yellow bikes quickly became a common sight around 
Burngreave following their arrival in January, providing 
a cheap means of getting around the city. Unfortunately, 
all too often they were sighted in hedges and gennels, 
having been vandalised and dumped. Sometimes they 
had mysteriously turned orange, or another colour, and 
the GPS trackers used to track them had been forcibly 
removed. 

So, it should be no surprise they are now disappearing 
entirely, with no replacement service in sight. 1000 bikes 
were initially brought here, although by late June, the 
team reported there were only 500. Did the other 500 just 
disappear? 

Rates of vandalism were reportedly much higher in 
Sheffield than elsewhere, and the company even 
introduced a ‘rapid response’ team to combat the problem. 
All to no avail. 

Joseph Seal-Driver, General Manager of ofo UK, said the 
reason for withdrawal was not because of vandalism, but 
so that the company could ‘focus on other key markets.’

Others are more critical. Green councillor and long-standing 
Messenger volunteer, Douglas Johnson said:

“The council needs to know why this company has failed, 
so it can look for a replacement scheme. This could be 
a community-based non-for-profit enterprise, creating 
more jobs in bike repair and support staff.

"One thing is certain, serious steps are needed now to get 
people onto safer and cleaner means of travel.”

A petition has been started to save the bikes, and can be 
signed at www.change.org/p/ofo-save-sheffield-ofo-bikes
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Over 100 people turned out for the 
Sheffield Litter Pickers organised 
pick around Firth Park Road and 
Page Hall on Saturday 23rd June, 
including groups from the 39th 
Scouts and several councillors.

Litter pickers, bags and high visibility 
jackets were provided by Amey 
and the team got on with the job. 
Children were shown how to use 
the pickers by their parents, which 
can only offer encouragement for 
them to not drop litter themselves. 
The area was a ‘total mess’ as one 
resident put it, but after over two 
hours there had been a noticeable 
difference. 

One of the main problems is that 
one of the bus stops on Firth Park 
Road does not have a litter bin. 
This leads to the adjacent houses 
having their gateways and front 
gardens being used as bins instead. 
Amey should empty bins when they 

are 75% full, but these are nearly 
always absolutely full which only 
encourages the dropping of rubbish. 

Many businesses in Page Hall are 
take-away establishments, and 
much of the rubbish was take-away 
cartons, plastic forks and remnants 
of food. “I’m fed up picking up 
chicken bones,” I was told. 

As the team finished, going down 
Firth Park Road, there was a lot of 
positive support from people in 
passing vehicles and residents. One 
man again said that his small front 
garden was just used as a bin by 
passers-by. I helped his son (about 
10 years old) clear the worst of it.

See the Facebook group Sheffield 
Litter Pickers for details of further 
clean ups nearby, and across the 
city.

As well as the litter pickers, local 
youth charity Endeavour has also 
been working with local artist Sarah 
Jane Palmer to create art from litter 
collected from the local community.

You can watch a video Sarah made 
for the project here:  
https://youtu.be/yv6FBL2IEFU and 
find out more about Sarah’s work at 
www.sarahjanepalmer.co.uk

Page Hall picked clean
Story and top photo by Deborah Blencowe | Litter art photo courtesy of Endeavour

Knitting and nattering
Story by Val Ellis | Photo by John Mellor

The Friday Knit & Natter group held at St Peter’s Church 
are currently working on a project A Door to Somewhere 
for the Flourish arts and craft exhibition in October.

For more information about the group, please contact 
Val Ellis, support worker the Pitsmoor Mental Health care 
project at Pitsmoor Surgery, on 0114 276 2644.

Litter pickers gathered at the old Clock Tower

Artist Sarah Jane Palmer's art 
made from litter.



Mondays  

Zumba – Term time only
• 1.30 - 2.30pm
• At Verdon Recreation Centre,  

Verdon Street, Sheffield S3 9QS
• Contact Shahina Hanif  

07909 598 018
(SOAR funded) 
Cost: £1.50

Tuesdays  

Women only swimming
• 1.30pm – 2.30pm
• At Concord Sports Centre
• Shiregreen Lane, Sheffield S5 6AE 
• Contact 0114 257 0053
Cost: £3.85 with life card

Chair aerobics Over 50s  
(women only)
• 11am – 12 noon
• At Firvale Community Hub,  

127 Page Hall Rd, Sheffield S4 8GU
• Contact 0114 261 9130
Please call to check
Cost: £1

Zumba (women only)
• 6.30 – 7.30pm
• At Verdon Recreation Centre
• Contact: Shahina on 07909 598 018
Cost: £3

Walking with purpose/ 
Embedded with ESOL/Employers
• 10am to 12noon for 10 weeks from 

10th July to 11th September
• At ACT Firvale centre
• Call Usha Blackham 0114 251 8903
• Creche provided
• Refreshments available
(Just a gentle walk, practice speaking 
and listening, get skills employers 
want and receive help into training 
and plus enjoy being active with a real 
purpose - walking to different parks in 
Sheffield)
Cost: FREE

Page sponsored by Sheffield City Council’s 
Healthy Communities Programme

Weekly Local Physical Activities
Produced by SOAR volunteers. Please note this is not the whole programme of physical activities in the area.

Wednesdays  

Feel good Project 
• Starting again in September 2018

Badminton - 9.30-10am
Zumba - 10am – 11am
Crafts - 11am – 12noon

• At Verdon Recreation Centre
• Contact Aislinn Adams  

07432 805 847
Cost: £1.50

Food Cycle Group (women only)
10am – 1pm

Exercise chair aerobics 
3 course meal and craft activities

• At St Cuthberts Church,
• Barnsley Rd, Sheffield S5 6WL
• Contact Nadia Asghar, 

Time Builder Development Worker  
Mobile 07850 306 916

Cost: £1.50

Walking with purpose/
Employability support
• 11am to 1pm for 10 weeks from 

11th July to 19th September
• At ACT Firvale centre
• Call Usha Blackham 0114 251 8903
• Refreshments available 
(Just a gentle walk, get skills 
employers want and receive help into 
training and plus enjoy being active 
with a real purpose - walking to 
different parks in Sheffield)
Cost: FREE 

Thursdays  

Dance for health - Over 50s
• 10am – 12pm 
• At Firvale Community Hub
• Contact 0114 261 9130 

Mobile 01993 870 159
• jennyjohnson@ae-sop.org 
Cost: FREE

Thursdays (continued)

Active Burngreave – Aerobics/
exercise/Food
• 10am – 12.30
• At Firvale Community Hub
• Contact Dawn Young 0114 261 9130
(Call to check it is on)
Cost: £1

Zumba
• 6pm – 7pm
• At Shirecliffe community Centre,
• 349 Shirecliffe Road, Sheffield S5 8XL
• Contact Shahina 07909 598 018
Cost: £3

Fridays  

Pedal Ready Women’s Group/
Cycling 
• 9am - 10.30 am
• At Abbeyfield Park 
• Contact 0114 2412 775
• www.pedalready.co.uk
Cost: FREE

Women’s only swimming 
• 1.30 – 2.30pm
• At Concord Sports Centre
• Contact 0114 257 0053
Cost: £3.85 with life card

Sundays  

Sisterhood Basketball 
• 12-1pm 
• At Verdon Recreation Centre
• Contact Safiya Saeed,  

Love Sport Initiative 07702 557 007
• safiya.saeed@yorkshiresport.org
Donations welcome

If you want more information, or are an organisation that deliver physical 
exercise sessions and would like to be incorporated in a future listing of activities, 

please contact Sofeena Aslam, Sorby House, 42 Spital Hill, Sheffield, S4 7LG. 
Telephone: 0114 213 2591 - Email:sofeena.aslam@soarcommunity.org.uk
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It’s a simple idea: a project run by teenage boys, for 
teenage boys, bringing them together to do something 
positive with their time and in their community. 

“I took the concept from the US and adapted it for 11-15, 
and 16-20 year olds’” said project founder Safiya Saeed. 

“After setting up the initial group, I just took a box of 
equipment to Concord [sports centre]and that was 
that. Each week I would take up equipment or water, 
but I took less and less each time and now they are 
completely self-led and allowed me to step right back”

One of that initial group, Sahal Barre, told the Messenger 
about how he became involved: 

“My friendships had changed, and I needed a new group 
to hang out with. We wanted to do something special. 
We came up with ideas and promoted it. Some people 
were quite surprised – ‘there aren’t gonna be no girls?’ 
But we are about developing friendships, with people 
from all over. The guys would try to show off to the girls, 
and we wouldn’t work as a team”

All too often youth from Burngreave are judged simply 
because they come from Burngreave, but Big Brother 
aims to counter that. “Measure me by my action not my 
postcode” says Sahal.

There were only seven people in the initial group,  but now 
around fifty turn  up regularly. The group runs a variety of 

activities, usually sports based, and meet up with other 
groups from around the area. 

“There are three ways in to the group - come along and 
watch, join in, volunteer. Hopefully one thing leads onto 
another. Just join in though, it’s fun. It makes other 
things nicer too. I even enjoy going to Rotherham now”

Events are held on Saturdays – although be warned, there’s 
no standing on the sidelines watching, you have to get 
involved! 

Big Brother Burngreave was set up through Sport Relief as 
part of a national pilot which has been running in Sheffield 
and Norwich. 

Burngreave’s Big Brothers
Story and photo by Richard Belbin

Pye Bank Step Up
Story by Smaira Sadique

The national Festival of Learning, 
formerly Adult Learners Week, 
now in its 26th year is the biggest 
celebration of lifelong learning 
in England. It was celebrated in 
Sheffield on Wednesday 20th 
June at the Institute of Education, 
Sheffield Hallam University.  

The Festival not only aims 
to highlight the benefits of 
learning, but also celebrates the 
achievements of adults who have 
used learning to transform their 
lives.

One such group, from Pye Bank 
School, had been nominated 
by Family Learning tutors Jane 
Mountney and Julie Brearley, for 
their commitment and hard work 
on the Stepping Up With Maths 
course. The group is one of the 
largest to attend a Family Learning 
course consistently and includes 17 
learners. 

They were awarded a prize for 
their commitment to learning 
and for working towards their 
goal of achieving City and Guilds 

qualifications. Congratulations to 
the entire group on their win!

The keynote speaker was Dr Debjani 
Chatterjee MBE who spoke of her 
own experiences as a learner and 
educator in Sheffield.  Other guests 
included; Dawn Shaw - Head of 
Libraries and Community Services 
(Including Learning & Skills), 
Emma Beal - Assistant Director 
Lifelong Learning and Councillor 
Mike Drabble attending on behalf 
of Councillor Jayne Dunn Cabinet 
Member for Education and Skills.
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Aden Steelers rounded off a successful season with their awards night, 
held at Firth Park School on June 19th. 

Presentations were made to over 120 kids aged 6-15, who were 
awarded trophies for their dedication and having a successful season. 
Each age group received awards for Players Player, top goal scorer, and a 
‘special award.’

Thank you to our Lord Mayor Magid Magid and local councillor Talib 
Hussain for presenting the awards and continued support. Well done 
and thanks to the parents who have helped throughout the season.

The teams popularity means they will be entering more team’s into the 
league next season, and so are looking for volunteers to support them. 
If you can help with coaching, administration or by being a match day 
assistant, please get in touch via their facebook page. 

For the third year in a row, the Southern Youth Forum 
(SYF) held a 4 week volleyball tournament in Verdon 
Recreation Centre. The league had the active participation 
of teams from all communities of Burngreave and 
culminated on Thursday 13 June with the crowning of the 
Aden Port team as league champions.

Port were worthy winners with second going to Altelal, 
followed by Aden United. The Mo Salah team won the 
perfect team award in the tournament. There were also 
strong performances by the Dadez, Mansoura, Shabab Al 
Samoud, Sira Steel, Aden Steel and Al Shaab teams.

The trophy for the best player in the tournament went to 
the talented Nadhmi Hageb (Altelal), and the trophy for the 

most improved player to Qamdan Mohammed (Aden Port). 
Captain Sami Nuwaiji received the winners’ trophy (given in 
memory of Abdullah Allawi) on behalf of the Port team.

Chair of the SYF, Hamdi Ahmed Mohsen, told the 
Messenger: 

“There is real shortage of sports activities for our young 
people in Burngreave. Crime levels in Burngreave are 
high, with 185 crimes recorded in April alone. Our youth 
are now in danger of just hanging around on the streets 
of Burngreave. Our weekly volleyball sessions now 
provide a safe haven for a lot of our youths. We in SYF 
are sure that it is their only escape from running around 
on the streets and doing negative things.”

Aden Port crowned champions
Story and photos by Nasr M Alesayi

Steelers super season
Story and photo by Saleh Alnoud

Musa Sami Musa receiving the award for 
most improved player in the under 10s



August 2018  •  Issue 136 13

Well over 200 people came together on July 14th to help 
congratulate the achievements of the groups supported 
by Active Burngreave. 

Active Burngreave is a partnership between Comic Relief 
and Sports England that encourages people to take part 
in weekly physical activity. Following a four month long 
community consultation last year, they identified several 
key goals to help improve residents’ health and wellbeing. 
These included reducing isolation, increasing young 
peoples’ aspirations and increasing community ‘ownership’ 
of local parks to keep them safe clean and useable, as well 
as people’s understanding of and participation in regular, 
sustainable, physical activity. 

Special thanks and praise went to Imran Ali for his work 
with Saalik and Ellesmere Youth Project, Usha Blackham 
from Aspiring Communities Together, Micheal Robinson, 
Chair of Reach Up, and mentors James and Izzy,  Ibado Abdi 
and Sacda Aynan  of Mothers of Burngreave, Susi Miller of 
the Maan Somali Mental Health Project,  as well as Saeed 
Brasab from Unity Gym and Hamed Ibrahim  for his work 
with Attawoon FC.

Organiser Safiya Saeed said: “I’m very proud of everything 
we have achieved. It shows that if you invest in your 
community, you will reap the rewards.”

Groups hung out, playing basketball and other games, 
while there was food, singing and dancing courtesy of 
Romano Jilo to help entertain the crowds. 

“It’s great to see such an amazing project in action.” said 
one attendee.

Active Burngreave are keen to support more groups 
promoting local activities and action. They have already 
supported groups such as Sisterhood, Mothers of 
Burngreave, SAGE allotments, and activities like yoga, 
walking and dancing.  “We only fund local groups” said 
Kathryn, “whatever works to get people a bit more active.”

If you have an idea, a plan, a project, get in touch with 
them and the team will help you write up funding bids, find 
venues and put it on. Get involved!  
Contact Kathryn.Mudge@yorkshiresport.org

Celebrating Active Burngreave
Story and photos by Richard Belbin

Silver for St Catherine’s
Photo courtesy of Thirst Communications 

The South Yorkshire Summer Games were held in 
Sheffield on July 10th, and amongst the 42 medal winners 
were a team from St Catherine’s primary school.  

The School Games is a National Lottery funded initiative 
to motivate and inspire young people across the country 
to take part in more competitive school sport. There were 
fourteen events across seven different sports, and the St 
Catherine’s year 3-6 SEND team came away with the silver 
medal in tri-golf. Congratulations to the team and everyone 
else who took part. 
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Don’t get stressed
Story by Angela Barrows

Congratulations to those who have 
completed their exams this year. 
We know it can be stressful but 
what an achievement and thank 
goodness it’s over for another year!

Exam results day is round the corner 
but don’t let this stress you out. You 
have come this far and whatever 
your results they do not define you. 

If you’re not happy with the 
outcome speak to your teachers, 
parents or family and friends who 
can support you. It can be upsetting 
working hard and not getting the 
grades you wanted or needed but 
just know that there are a variety 
of options available for you to 
consider. 

It is easy to compare your grades 
with friends, some might have 
better grades and some might 
have not done as well. Everybody 
is different and you should 
concentrate on the next step that 
will get you to where you want  
to be.

Make sure you celebrate! 
Even the smallest success is an 
accomplishment, go out for a meal 
or to the cinema or even just a day 
in the park with your friends, you’ve 
earned it. 

It’s the summer holidays and so 
now you have a chance to relax and 
what great weather we have had for 
it too. 

We think it is a great idea to 
research your career choices, 
deciding what you might like to 
do in the future whether that’s an 
apprenticeship, attending university 
or even choosing somewhere to do 
work experience. This will all help 
you to decide your future career. 

Parents you may feel upset for your 
children and you might also need to 
find support from family, friends or 
other parents. Try to support your 
child as best you can, if you need 
further intervention contact the 
school/college about possible next 
steps. 

And finally, all best wishes with 
whatever you decide to do.

Health, healing and hope
Story and photo by E. Lee

The Burngreave Seventh-day Adventist Church Health 
Department organised a week of ‘Health, healing and 
hope’ between 9th -15th July. This coincided with 
the NHS’ 70th Anniversary, and there was plenty of 
conversation around preserving the National Health 
Service by implementing preventative processes.

The speaker was Jackie Brown, a certified nutritionist and 
medical missionary.  Jackie engaged well with the audience 
and clearly has a passion for eating healthily and preventing 
disease by using God’s methods.  She has excellent 
nutritional knowledge and explored various topics such as 
the four stages of disease; improving immunity; diabetes 

and high blood pressure; natural remedies and the acid-
alkaline continuum, as well as other topics.

Throughout the week, Jackie shared recipes for drinks 
which can help prevent or manage your symptoms of 
disease.  Such delights were a string bean and aubergine 
drink for diabetes and high blood pressure, a natural 
penicillin drink, and a drink for cleansing the body.

Jackie advocates using natural remedies and following a 
plant based diet to help prevent disease.  She also stressed 
the importance of seeing your GP or a medical professional 
as an essential part of your care and treatment.

On the Sunday there was a healthy buzz in the air, as 
Jackie and her family shared, with an even larger crowd, 
how to cook healthy meals. These ranged from a granola 
breakfast, kale salad, lentil cottage pie, and cacao truffles to 
name a few. She had so much more to share, but the time 
restraints curtailed her plans.

Jackie Brown is intending to build a health training school. 
If you would like to help her with this venture, or find out 
more, please contact: Jackie Brown:  
advice@medicalmissionary.org.uk
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What do young people want nowadays? Where do they 
find their news from? What facilities do they want in the 
local area?

As part of our mission to improve the Messenger, we 
recently started working with the Ellesemere Youth Project 
(EYP) to explore ways we could improve our content for 
young people. Safwan, Hatib, Danny, Mufassar, and Saif, 
from the project, kindly met with us and told us a little 
about their involvement, and what they hoped to achieve. 

Few young people read newspapers these days, not even 
free ones, so where did they get their news from?

“We find out what is happening locally from our friends. I 
read the Star sometimes too” Hatib told me, with Mufassar 
adding “I only really pay attention to the news when it’s 
about terrorism or something, because Muslims are always 
blamed” 

But not reading newspapers doesn’t mean you don’t care 
about the world.

“We come along here [EYP] to stop youth getting in with 
the wrong crowd” said Mufassar, “and we know the 
problems young people face.” 

The team will be looking at how young people, 13-25, use 
the Messenger, whether they read it and what they would 
like to see in it to make it more interesting. They are also 
carrying out a survey into activities, groups and facilities 
for young people in the area, asking about current usage 
and their desires for new services and amenities. We 
look forward to presenting their findings in an upcoming 
Messenger. 

On 22nd June, the Inspector of 
Education, Language, Training 
and Consultancy (IELTC) hosted a 
film showing by award winning 
director, Jaafar Muraad, with his 
short film ‘Back to Victoria’. The 
film was made as part of his degree 
at Sheffield Hallam University, and 
it has been shown at 61 festivals 
internationally, picking up 10 
awards for Jaafar along the way. 

The film reflects the misconceptions 
and mistrust of Islam by westerners, 
with two friends preparing for an 
important day, and reading from 
the Quran when they head towards 
their target for the day, Victoria 
railway station. Are they about to 
commit an act of terror, or are their 
intentions wholly benign?

It is a highly dramatic film, that 
captured the emotions of all those 
involved really well. Questions 
around stereotypes and our 
ingrained biases are cleverly 
brought to the fore.

Jafaar spoke after the film, talking of 
the need for ‘balance’ referring not 
just to the depiction of religion in 
his film, but with a broader meaning 

of having a balance of different 
cultures and religions in life, of 
toleration of others, and the need 
to  create a balanced but diverse 
society.

The showing was followed by 
an intellectual but welcoming 
discussion around the issues raised, 
such as western perceptions of 
terrorism, and how to challenge 
those negative biases. 

The film has already been shown in 
schools in France to engage others 
in similar discussions. Conversations 
and debates went on for some 
time, surrounding religion, politics, 
cultures, history from around the 
world, all helped along by some 
quite delicious Syrian food. 

‘Back to Victoria’ - a question of balance
Story by Arianne Zajac | Photo from the film 

Messenger youth survey
Story and photo by Richard Belbin
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Mark and Talib

Wensley TARA and Wensley 

Community Centre.

• Friday 31st August 

6pm – 7pm

Contact: 0114 203 7562
https://northeastsheffield.wordpress.com/

Mark Jones

07500 764 202 

(Mobile) 

mark.jonescllr@

sheffield.gov.uk

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall) 

Surgery dates 

Firshill Tenants’ and Residents’ 

Association, 11 Firshill Glade, S4 

7DX.

• Tuesday 21st August 

• Tuesday 18th September 

10.30am – 12noon

Jackie Drayton

0114 243 5388 

(Home) 

jackie.drayton@

sheffield.gov.uk

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall)

Surgery dates

Burngreave Library, 

Sorby House, 42 Spital Hill.

• Saturday 8th September 

11am - 12.15pm

Local Councillors and 
surgery dates

It’s funny

It’s funny how I stopped covering my grey hair to hide my age

It’s funny how I understand now to keep fit for myself not because I 

have people to please

Or try fit in those jeans

It’s funny how I take so much pressure yet I smile when I see a cat 

chasing a leaf 

It’s funny how friendships are born without any plans but broken 

with plans 

It’s funny how communities are bonded in death but don’t celebrate 

each other peacefully

It’s funny how you are defined by age, sex, colour, religion and 

accent yet we all get hugged by the same grave tightly

I am a mother 

An angry mother 

A scared mother

A vulnerable mother

For my children no other

Today there are four direction of hope

To our left is the past 

A lesson

To our right the community

Our Soldiers

Behind us is legacy we shall leave 

But the future is up to us 

Active Burngreave

It's funny
As read by community development worker Safiya Saeed, at the recent 

Active Burngreave Celebration (see page 13).

Talib Hussain

0114 273 5380  

(Town Hall) 

talib.hussain@

sheffield.gov.uk

Surgery dates 

Firvale Community Hub (PACA), 

127 Page Hall Road.

• Thursday 20th September 

2pm – 3pm
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On a sunny Saturday morning the 
186th St Catherine's brownies 
joined forces with the 39th 
Wisewood Brownies to have an 
adventure in Skegness. 

We first visited the Lincolnshire 
wildlife park and spent a lovely 
time learning about the animals 
and feeding the parrots loads of 
peanuts. The girls absolutely loved 
the tigers and we had to promise 
them ice cream to get them to leave 
their enclosures. We went into 
Ingoldmells and spent some time 
on the beach with a gorgeous ice 
cream. 

Our destination for the evening was 
the aquarium in Skegness where we 
had our private tour before a lovely 
dinner. We slept in front of the big 
shark tank. 

"I loved sleeping next to Nudge the 
leopard shark" said Madison. 

On Sunday we spent a couple 
of hours in a play area before 
boarding our coach for a very quiet 
ride home. Most of the girls were 
asleep. 

We run Rainbows, Brownies and 
Guides at St Catherine's school on 
Wednesday evenings. For further 
information call Gillian Andrews  
on 07863 890 144.

Kirton Road pavement artists
Story and photos by Gareth Coleman

On 1st July,  local residents on Kirton Road organised a 
street party for their neighbours. Having spoken with 
the council and local police team, everything was very 
peaceful and calm on the day.

We organised a pavement chalk art competition and over 
20 children created some wonderful pictures - it was a 
shame we couldn't give them all prizes! But in the end the 
judges awarded the junior prize to Anum from Kirton Road 
and the senior prize to Vladamir from Cawston Road. Well 
done everyone!

Also popular were the egg and spoon races and the games 
of "duck duck goose" - in fact the grown-ups got tired of 
playing before the kids did! Luckily the local police officers 
turned up, played football and let the kids try on their 
jackets, complete with equipment, radios and everything - 
a long queue quickly formed!

Various neighbours arrived throughout the afternoon 
bringing delicious homemade cakes, salads, samosas, 

chocolates and sweets to share. Much chat was exchanged 
and friendships were made and renewed, and there were 
many requests to hold another event soon!

Thanks to Simon from Kirton Road who started the ball 
rolling, and everyone who took part. We all left with a 
warm feeling of how lucky we are to live in Pitsmoor.

Brownies sleeping with the sharks
Story by Gillian Andrews | Photo by Ally Revill

St Catherine's Brownies line up 
outside Skegness Aquarium

Senior prize winner 
Vladamir

Junior prize winner Anum
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A young nurse from Burngreave, 
26 year old Aisha Thabet, has been 
chosen as an ambassador for a new 
national nursing and Allied Health 
Profession [AHP] recruitment 
campaign.

Aisha works in the A&E department 
of the Northern General Hospital, 
and is one of a team health 
professionals from across the 
country to have been recruited as 
ambassadors. They will spread the 
word about their professions, talk 
about their experiences and provide 
first-hand advice to those thinking 
about doing a nursing or AHP 
degree. Aisha said:

“I’m really proud to have been 
chosen as an ambassador for 
this exciting new campaign. 

It’s vital that we inspire more 
young people to study these 
degrees and educate them on 
the huge range of opportunities 
that careers in nursing offer. 
Not only does studying nursing 
make you highly employable, in 
fact I was offered a job before I’d 
even finished my degree, but it’s 
hugely rewarding – as a nurse 
working in A&E, I get to make a 
real difference to people’s lives 
every day.” 

Launching the campaign, Ian 
Cumming, Chief Executive Health 
Education England said:

“We want more young people 
leaving sixth form or college to 
consider a career in nursing and 
the allied health professions. 

These are highly valued and 
rewarding careers that we want 
young people to consider. These 
are roles that whilst challenging, 
offer a chance to make a real 
difference to people’s lives. These 
degrees offer some of the best 
rates of employability and a 
guaranteed job for life.”

Local man,  Abdirahman Ahmed Ali 
is fundraising to release a physical 
version of his Somali language 
ebook Nolasha Iyo Noocyadeeda 
[A Different Kind of Life], which is 
available now from lulu.com.

Ali was born in 1970 in Garadag, in 
the Sanaag region of Somaliland. At 
a young age, his family decided to 
move to Burao, Somaliland’s second 
city. He then had spells living in the 
UAE and the Philippines, before he 
did “what every jaded Somali thinks 
about doing at some point in their 
life” and moved to the UK.

He chose the UK for several 
reasons, first and foremost being 
the large Somali community here. 
Secondly, he wanted to attend a 
good university and learn English. 
Unfortunately once there, he 
started to hang out with the wrong 
crowd. 

“I developed chains of self-
defeating bad habits that were 
hard to break and led from 
stress to depression. So I never 
completed my studies."

Eventually, he went back to 
Somaliland and this trip back to his 
motherland has helped him to put 
his life back together and to heal 
the wounds from depression. 

From these experiences he started 
to write Nolasha Iyo Noocyadeeda, 
to try to stop other Somali youth 
from making the same mistakes. 

“Too many young Somali people 
are at risk from gangs and knife 
crime. I wanted to explain how 
to be safe, in order to avoid the 
dangers, you must know what 
they are.

“I want to try to help people avoid 
the pitfalls I fell into. That is why 
I want to get my book published 
and distributed as widely as 
possible”

Nolasha Iyo Noocyadeeda can be 
ordered as an ebook from  
https://tinyurl.com/AliAbdi1,  
and Ali’s crowdfunder can be 
supported by visiting  
https://tinyurl.com/AliAbdi2

A different kind of life
Story and photo by Richard Belbin

Burngreave’s nursing ambassador
Story by Alison Higgins | Photo by Paul Harries
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I belong to Burngreave: Nora Awoko
Story by Deborah Blencowe | Photo courtesy of Mrs Awoko

Nora Awoko was born on Alliance 
Street 1935. Her husband to be, 
Arthur, originated from Ghana 
and moved to England in 1950. He 
worked as a tailor in London for a 
short while, coming to Sheffield to 
work in the steel industry. 

They met at The Astoria, a dance 
club above Burtons Tailors on 
the corner of Stanniforth Road, 
Attercliffe. They got married shortly 
afterwards and continued to live on 
Alliance Street.

“We are so proud of what our 
children have achieved. They 
all did so well at school and 
have gone on to have successful 
careers too.

“Josephine went into nursing 
and worked at the Hallamshire 
Hospital as a nurse and nursing 
sister for over forty years. She 
has just retired. Suzanne started 
working in Debenhams as a 
beautician over 30 years ago. She 
is still in the profession and works 
at a beauticians in Meadowhall. 
Julie is also a beautician and 
works in London. Our son, Tony 

lives in Birmingham and works 
as a driver for an electrical 
company.

“Gina started at St Peter’s School, 
passed her 11+ and went on 
to King Ecgbert’s. She followed 
down the health services route 
as well, and became a lecturer 
in Gynaecology. Gina emigrated 
to Canada to continue with her 
career and worked at Edmonton 
University. Her own daughter is 
still in Canada and a lecturer in 
the same field. Gina has moved 

back to England now and works 
at Nottingham University – as a 
professor of Community Health, 
a qualified nurse, midwife and 
health visitor. In 1998 she was 
awarded an MBE for her services 
to young people and health 
promotion.

“Burngreave gets a lot of criticism, 
but there is so much positive 
about the area too, and people 
from here can go on and do really 
well. We need to be saying more 
about that.”

Duck tales
Story by Kim | Photos by Deborah Blencowe

On Tuesday 17th of July Abbeyfield Park had some surprise guests - a duck and 
her eight ducklings were waddling and chirping around the inside perimeter of 
Abbeyfield Park, clearly a little lost and distressed, and in need of directions to 
the nearest watering hole. 

Luckily with the advice of Wildlife Samaritans Sheffield, and the help of their new 
friends a gentleman from the local carwash who carefully collected up the little 
ducklings in a box and Deborah Blencowe, a Messenger staff member, who carried 
them down to Crabtree Ponds under the birds eye supervision of their mother. 

Mother and ducklings were reunited in a more suitable, cooler wetter, home.

Nora's daughter Gina 
(on the left) with family.
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SAGE, sea and sand
Story by Louisa Bruce | Photos courtesy of SAGE

Local therapeutic 
horticulture and 
arts mental health 
charity, SAGE 
Greenfingers, had 
a fantastic day in 
Bridlington on 28 
June 2018, for their 
annual summer 
outing.

The group members, volunteers and staff travelled by 
coach, arriving at the sea front to be greeted by glorious 
weather.

We variously enjoyed cricket and boules on the beach, 
paddling and swimming in the sea, walking along the 
headland, a £1 trip on a ‘pirate boat’ and, of course, fish 
and chips.

Alan, who comes to our Tuesday group, said “It was an 
experience I wouldn’t have got without SAGE; it broke up 
the monotony of being left alone at home that Thursday. 
It was a fantastic day. The people I was with, they all cared 
for each other. I first heard about SAGE when listening 
to one of their team talking about the project on Toby 
Foster’s show on Radio Sheffield. Since then, I’ve attended 
every week and I would advise anyone with mental health 
difficulties to go to SAGE.”

Mohammed, from our Thursday group, said that the 
Bridlington trip was “a great day out. It was the first time I 
have seen the sea in England, since arriving here in 2000.”

Ian, also of our Thursday group, said “I liked the trip, 
particularly the beach, pirate boat and fish and chips”.

A great day at  
St Peter’s Fair
Story by Surtag Hack | Photos by John Mellor

On the lovely summer’s day of 14th July, the sights and 
sounds of everybody having a good time greeted me as I 
visited St Peter’s annual fair. 

It was a well organised and attended event, with many 
stalls and activities. There were crafts and toys, bookstalls, 
bric-a-brac, plant sales raffles and tasty treats. Plenty to do 
for the kids too, a bouncy castle, pebble painting and glitter 
tattoos, mask making and lots more. In the fresh air was 
a free BBQ and a Djembe drumming circle. Something for 
everyone!

Janet Lawless, a member of the congregation, had an 
information stall within the church, with pamphlets and 
leaflets about upcoming events and activities, she said:

“St Peters is more than a church it is a community centre 
for many faiths where everyone is welcome”

It was a great day put on by the people at St Peters and it 
was enjoyed and appreciated by many.
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Dear Messenger,

I would like to thank John Grayson 
and Violet Dickinson for their 
article “Housing plight of the 
vulnerable” (Messenger 134) which 
brings out the actual situation and 
environment of B&B’s. 

We ourselves are the victims of 
the situation, after spending more 
than  a year in that environment. It 
led to depression, anxiety and our 
child suffering from trauma and 
developmental delay.

A B&B is not an ideal home for 
a family or kids. We witnessed 
attempted suicide, drug use, 
mental health problems, fighting, 
screaming, shared bathrooms for 
males, females and kids, police vans 
every day, ambulances and more. 
It has always been difficult for us 
to erase those scenes from our 
mind and are compelled to see the 
psychologist and the child is under 
treatment from the doctors and 
specialists. 

I hope the authorised department 
will take immediate action to save 
those vulnerable families and kids 
from that horrific situation. 

Yours, 
Asylum Seeker, 
Name and Address Supplied

Letters may be edited for space

The quiz - lost in Burngreave
Brought to you by quizmaster Graham Jones

Dear Messenger,

I went to our son’s sports day recently, at Whiteways school.

I know it was only Year 4’s sports day but that's a lot of children. I was horrified 
and felt so badly for the children. After all its their day to attempt to shine as 
athletes, to make their parents proud, and there were only fourteen parents, 
including me and my husband.

I have always known sports days as a special time for our children, not to be 
missed. A time where parents booked this time off work in advance because it was 
important to them as parents to cheer their children on. We used to be able to run 
the parents race, as a way of doing something just for our children to make them 
proud. Whether we came first last or fell flat on our face, it didn’t matter to us 
because it meant a lot to the kids.

Unfortunately, parent’s races are no longer allowed at sports days and haven't 
been for a few years now, due to health and safety, mores the pity. Grandparents 
also got to go to show their support to their children and their pride in their 
grandchildren.

It's only one hour that means a lot to our children. These are memories missed 
that you won't get back, so please for your children and yourselves, make the time. 
When you’re older and you look back on it you won't wish you could have spent 
an extra hour at work or doing the house work, you will be pleased you had the 
opportunity to cheer on your precious children.

Also the schools could (and used to) put on refreshments for spectators, raising 
extra funds for the schools, which also came in handy

Julia Woolen

I’ve got badly lost in Burngreave! Anyway, I’m touching a 
local historical object. Perhaps you can work out what it 
is, if I give you a few clues.

This object is a disused piece of equipment dated 1836. 
It is green and metal about 1.5 metres high. It is the only 
surviving example in Burngreave and is accessible to the 
public but rather well tucked away. These things used to be 
common in our cities and villages. 

Well, the names of local streets around it reflect its use. 
The back wall of a building clearly dated 1887 is only a few 
feet away. The only road bridge wholly in Burngreave and 
which crosses a river is a few yards away. Nearby there is 
sign advertising Bentley’s Rotherham ales and stout, but 
Bentley’s haven’t brewed any beer since 1956. The nearby 
colliery closed in 1899.

What is the object and where am I?
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