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Voice of the Burngreave Community

Excelling in exams

Story by Tamikka Reid | Photos courtesy of Longley Sixth Form College

Schools across Sheffield, including Fir Vale Academy and
Longley Sixth Form College, have achieved remarkable
results in their GCSE and A-level results this year.
Fir Vale Academy has undergone a positive transformation,
with the help of the new head teacher Simon Hawkins,
who wanted to improve school standards by obtaining
a sense of purpose and high expectations. He did this
by providing unconditional positive regard to students
as well as rewarding and praising them for their efforts,
and challenging them when they do not meet their
expectations.
Mr Hawkins stated:
“The impact after one year has been significant: the
school has seen the number of lates fall by 30% and
attendance rise rapidly to where it is now at a four year
high.”
Ofsted also noticed the development of the school and
commented that, under Hawkins’ leadership “rates of
exclusion at Fir Vale have decreased significantly since
September 2017,” as well as seeing improvements in
relation to “punctuality, levels of bullying and positive
rewards”.

This would explain their success this year with their GCSE
results. Science leads the way again, with the school having
been in the top 15% for the past three years. Nearly one
in six pupils achieved one or more grades higher than the
national average across a range of subjects. Other subjects
with evidence of strong performance included history,
business and sport.
Simon Hawkins, head teacher said:
“Our school is safe, happy, ambitious and inclusive. We
have cut exclusions by 74%, punctuality is up by 30%;
attendance is at a 4 year high; and 95% of parents in
a recent survey said they would recommend our school.
The GCSE results today are a further testament to the
hard work and commitment of pupils, their families
and staff.”
Longley Sixth Form College also achieved outstanding
results in their exams this year. More than 97% of students
passed, with 49% of pupils achieving grades A*- B and
obtaining a 100% pass rate in 24 subjects. Head teacher Mo
Nisbet said:
“We are delighted to see an improvement in our A-Level
pass rate and that so many of our students continue to
achieve the highest grades.”
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Volunteers’ party
Story by Kim | Photo by James Woollen
All at the volunteers’ party had a
lovely time on Saturday 24th of
August.

The next edition of the Messenger
we will be based around the theme
of ‘food’. We will be including a
selection of wonderful recipes
from some of the many cultures in
Burngreave, so if you would like to
contribute one, please send it in to
mail@burngreavemessenger.org

There were activities for people to
enjoy while meeting and chatting
together including, crafting with
Surtag Hack and puzzles and
games, featuring a quiz with the
Messenger’s own Graham Jones.
There was an animated talk with
Martin Currie and his glamorous
assistants Gary Manton and Victor
Mujakachi.
Kate Sheldrick, our volunteer
and editorial committee chair,
commented that the event was
welcoming and well organised, a
great opportunity to talk to fellow
volunteers and colleagues with a
variety of activities in the lovely
surroundings of Abbeyfield Park.
There was a nice spread of food
including Deborah's homemade

cheese flans. Singing, smiles and
laughter.
Adrian Lake one of the Messenger’s
volunteers said it was very well
attended and a friendly gathering.
It was a celebration of our muchvalued existing volunteers, and a
welcome to new ones. Thank you to
all who attended and contributed to
making the event happen.

Farewell to Diana
Story by Messenger staff
The Messenger said farewell to our Office Manager at the beginning of the
month. Diana Ionita started with us at the beginning of 2016, as our Project
Administrator and soon became an indispensable team member.
As well as organising all our office systems with an almost scary efficiency, she
sold our advertising and ensured the Messenger was distributed to all 9,000
homes. She also took on the job of IT officer, eking the most out of our old, tired,
machines. Not exactly your usual ‘admin’ role! Her hard work and commitment in
these roles led to her promotion to Office Manager last year.

We are also building up a database
of hireable venues across
Burngreave, detailing the space and
facilities on offer. If you would like
your space included, please email
deborah@burngreavemessenger.org
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Diana and her unique sense of humour will be greatly missed by all the staff,
management and volunteers at the Messenger, and we wish her every success
in her ongoing career. We promise to make sure the plants she tended lovingly
remain well fed and watered (but not over watered).
(We would normally include a photo at this point, but Diana hated having her
picture taken, so we won’t).

The Burngreave Messenger is a community newspaper with editorial independence, funded by advertising and the Big Lottery.
Registered Charity: 1130836. All content is copyright Burngreave Messenger Ltd or its voluntary contributors.
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Naya Pakistan

Story and photo by Ibrar Hussain
My first involvement in Pakistan’s
elections was an experience to
remember. I went to the old
Pakistan and came back from a
new Pakistan. How the campaigns
work and the election commission
carries out its duties, is similar to
the electoral services in Sheffield.
I was in National seat NA55 / PP2 in
UC 22 (the Attock district in Punjab)
- National Assembly seat boundaries
are complicated and have massive
electorates. However, there is a vast
difference between campaigning in
Sheffield and campaigning in a local
village in Pakistan: people meet in
corner meetings, meet elders in the
village and see very few ‘influential
people’ in the villages.
My addition was very different,
we adopted Sheffield’s type of
campaigning for my party PTI
(Pakistan Movement for Justice) and
went door-to-door to speak to every
voter and listen to their concerns,
as well as give our party’s vision for
the future. I found that voters were
virtually the same, based on how
they respond and find politicians.

They do not trust politicians and
believe that they are all the same.
Instead of leaflets, we used posters
as a widespread display, and
delivered them to local people, with
the party’s manifesto on them; it
was a surprising change, but a new
initiative.

regard to campaigning in villages,
which are home to 70% of Pakistan’s
population.

Pakistan is changing for the better
and more has to be done to
improve and reform the overall
conduct of elections, especially with

It is an experience that I will never
forget, and I feel excited that I was
there when the real change came.

I feel I contributed to being part
of the solution by seeing this first
hand, which is very different to
seeing it on TV.

Fun and fitness for Ellesmere
Story by Imran Ali

It’s been a busy summer for the
Ellesmere Youth Project who have
run a wide ranging set of activities
for the young people attending.
One group has been taking part
in SFG kettlebell training. SFG is
StrongFirst Girya, with ‘Girya’ being
the Russian word for kettlebell.
Kettlebells may best be described
as a cannonball with a handle, and
have come to be known more like
an all-in-one gym. Whilst, as the
name implies, strength is at the
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forefront of an SFG session, the
workout builds both strength and
conditioning, creating an all-round
workout. Following the training, we
have been able to invest in some
really high quality equipment so we
can continue to develop our skills.
It’s not all been such hard work
though. We have also had plenty of
fun over the summer, with trips to
Laser Quest, the trampoline park
in Meadowhall, biking in the Peak
District and off to the cinema. Not

to mention the training with the
Burngreave Messenger, for whom
we have completed many surveys.
You can imagine this raised the selfesteem, enthusiasm and confidence
amongst the young people and
the enthusiasm they are involved
with the project. It is all because
they are getting the opportunity to
be involved with so much positive
activities.

www.burngreavemessenger.org

Would you credit it?
Story by Carrie Hedderwick

Universal Credit (UC) will be
implemented in Burngreave from
November and December 2018.
The Messenger will be reporting
on various aspects of its
implementation over the coming
issues, starting with a description
of how UC works, the steps people
need to take to claim UC and on the
campaigns that are fighting to get
UC abolished or paused.
When UC is introduced, any
new claims for ‘legacy’ benefits’
(Income Support, ESA, JSA, Housing
Benefits & Working Tax Credits),
will instead be required to make an
application for UC. At least 60,000
people in Sheffield will eventually
claim Universal Credit. At some
point everyone receiving legacy
benefits will be moved onto UC.
There is no date for this yet, but the
Government’s intention is to finish
the whole process by 2023.
The ‘default position’ with UC is
making one monthly payment to a
household, including housing costs,
paid in arrears. People will then
pay their rent, bills and other costs
from that payment. UC is applied
for and managed online. Different
arrangements can be made for
vulnerable people.
Whilst some will find the system
straightforward, there is a risk
that others will struggle with the
additional demands put on them by
the new system. The fact that UC is
paid monthly in arrears (resulting in
at least a five week waiting period
for their first payment) means
people may struggle with managing
their money to ensure that all rent
and bills are paid.
The online application will mean
some find it difficult to get the
regular access they need in order to
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apply for, and manage, their claim,
or lack the digital skills needed.
People may be vulnerable due
to other circumstances which
make the transition particularly
difficult. For those who are already
struggling, this could push them
into crisis. In addition, for some
people with disabilities or health
conditions, the move to UC will
result in a reduction in income.
Derbyshire Unemployed Workers’
Centres (DUWC) conducted a
survey of 100 UC claimants in the
Chesterfield area eight months after
the full digital roll out. The report
makes grim reading and identifies a
number of issues facing a significant
number of people claiming the
benefit.
Over half had a negative view of
the new benefit and over a quarter
had problems either claiming the
benefit on-line or maintaining their
claim through an on-line journal. 34
respondents said they had been put
into debt by UC with some forced to
use foodbanks to survive as well as
borrowing from friends and family.
Nearly a third of respondents said
that they had been put into housing
cost problems. As some of the 100

people interviewed were living with
their parents, those with housing
related problems totalled nearly a
half of those who could be put into
difficulties.
Here in Sheffield, a Universal Credit
Partnership has been set up, with
representatives from the Council,
DWP, Citizens Advice Sheffield
and other voluntary, community
and faith organisations, to share
knowledge and create links between
the different strands of activity
taking place to prepare for UC.
For example, there will be personal
budgeting and digital support
available in job centres for UC
claimants, and work is taking place
to map and assess other advice and
support that will be available to
those who are struggling.
The Messenger needs your
feedback – please let us know your
experiences as this will help with
local and national campaigns to
reverse the huge damage being
caused by the implementation of
the Universal Credit system.
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“Where else are we going to go?”
Story by Tamikka Reid | Photos by Richard Belbin
Sheffield City Council continue
their plans to evict residents of the
Ski Village traveller site - located
in Parkwood Springs - with a court
case set for the 24th September26th September 2018.
Since the fire in 2012 the Ski
Village site has been deserted and
uninhabited, and the new age
travellers have made use of it to
find shelter, living there for the past
decade. However, the council have
been trying to evict them since
2015 and have taken the issue to
court, as they want the land back
for redevelopment. Although there
are no current plans set to build on
the site, it may be a part of plans to
build a larger leisure complex in the
future.
The council are not willing to give
away land that they own, which is
why their case is set for later this
month. They have offered housing
and support to the occupants, to
help find them suitable alternative
homes. However, the residents
believe that they should be allowed
to stay as they’re respectful of
the land and the local businesses
around it; they pose as no real
threat, as emphasised by resident
Tim:
“Local people, the people of
Sheffield, the businesses down
the road, they all feel comfortable
with us. The guy at Dearneside
[Fabrications Company nearby]
say they haven’t had to hire in
security since we’ve been here.
We help to keep the crime away.”
Furthermore, the site encourages
cohesion and gives a sense of
purpose to the travellers, who
without it would struggle, as this is
the only practical option for them.
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Diane Barrett told us:
“It is my home for myself and
my children and we are worried
that if we are to be evicted and
another site is not offered, then
we might end up on the side of
a road which could potentially
be dangerous for us. My children
are happy and thriving at school
and I don't want to have to move
them to another school if we
have to move far. The people who
live on the site are like my family,
we are a close knit community ,
we help each other and we are
worried that we might end up
being split up.”
Another resident, Dave, raised the
question of where they could go:
“Problem is they get tighter and
tighter for spaces. There are
so few other sites now, where
else are we going to go? There’s
just no land available anymore,
it’s all been sold off. Here, we
work together as a community,
supporting each other.”
The residents have had widespread
support from others, with a petition
signed by nearly 3000 people, but

the trial this month will establish
what rights the council and they
both have, to determine the
outcome - whether or not they will
be evicted.
If you would like to support them,
visit their gofundme page:
www.gofundme.com/vr2yw-helpwith-legal-costs
Sign their petition:
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/
petitions/save-the-ski-village-newage-traveller-site

Meanwhile, the Ski Village site itself
has been hit by another fire yet
again, on Saturday 1st September.
The fire brigade say 700 square
metres of the 48 hectare site were
damaged, in a blaze which took
firefighters nearly five hours to
extinguish. Arson is suspected,
again.
The new site hopes to open in 2019,
and the developers, Extreme, say
they hope that the site clearance
prior to building will put an end to
any ‘fire issues’.

www.burngreavemessenger.org

Adnan climbed Ben Nevis
Story by Tamikka Reid | Photo by Adnan Hussain
Adnan Hussain is a student from Sheffield Hallam
University - with a degree in Events and International
Leisure Management- who in his spare time, volunteers
for various charity organisations, which include Be-kind
and Phase.
Adnan has done many events in the past, such as a charity
car wash, charity dinners, mosque collections, as well as
recently completing the three-peak challenge, in August,
where you climb the highest mountains in England, Wales
and Scotland (Scafell Pike, Mount Snowden and Ben Nevis).
Adnan climbed Ben Nevis on the 5th August 2018, which
took 6 hours to hike in total. The summit was originally
intended to raise money for the people of Nepal, but
due to the fact that Adnan had raised money for them
previously, he decided to do this summit for Palestine
instead. Palestine is a country which is plagued by many
incidents such as, death, murder and rape where innocent
people’s lives are constantly at risk, which is why Adnan
wanted to help. Although he suffered from heath issues, he
still completed the summit because he wanted to give back
to those in need.

“I feel that it’s important to have a personal impact on
an individual’s life, which has been a dream of mine to
accomplish; I feel content and fulfilled when I do so.”
If you would like to do the same, donate. For further
information visit Adnan’s just-giving page:
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/adnan-hussain-2
Or email him on Adnan.hussain123@hotmail.co.uk

Burngreave terror trial
Story by Kevin Stapleton

The trial has begun of the two men arrested following
raids on Burngreave homes last Christmas. Farhad Salah,
23, of Brunswick Road and Andy Sami Star, 32, of Sheffield
Road, Chesterfield are accused of engaging in the
preparation of an act of terrorism. The trial is expected to
last between three and four weeks.

There were also cylinders made from plastic and foil,
homemade fireworks, lengths of copper piping, a wine
bottle containing sulphuric acid, air rifle components
including a sound moderator (silencer) and a telescopic
sight, two Samurai swords in scabbards, various powders
and a variety of improvised homemade fuses.

Salah was arrested in his flat attached to the Fatima Centre,
which has no connection with any of the alleged crimes.

Salah had communicated regularly on social media with
known extremists, including sharing ‘graphic’ videos and
had often offered ‘religious and logistical advice to the
people he communicated with on Facebook’.

Both men are Iraqi nationals, and, the prosecution allege,
had declared allegiance to Islamic State. When the men’s
properties were searched, amongst the items found were a
black iPad in a white case, a yellow and black carrier bag.
Inside the carrier bag were a black tube and contents, a
white tube with a red lid and contents, another white tube
with contents, an envelope containing foil and a number of
string fuses and two air rifles.
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Eight days before he was arrested, Salah had sent one
contact the following message:
“My only attempt is to find a way to carry out martyrdom
operation with cars without driver everything is perfect
only the programme is left.”
The trial continues.
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Will new bins solve the problem?
Story by Tamikka Reid | Photo by Richard Belbin

What to do?

It’s time to throw away the old
ways and make way for the
new. The current litter system is
changing with the addition of a
third bin for recycling - the brown
bin.

How is it changing?
Starting from September, a new
brown bin will be issued to all
residents across Sheffield. The
purpose of the current blue bin is
being recycled; the brown bin will
be used for glass bottles, jars, cans
and plastic bottles. The blue bin
will now replace your old box bin
and hold your paper and cardboard
waste. The black bin will stay the
same and be used for general
waste.

Why the change?
A common criticism of the current
system has shown that the blue box
is difficult and sometimes heavy to
handle, and unwanted litter spills
from the box when it’s too full. The
new system will help to solve this

issue as the blue bin is a lot bigger
than the box bin.

What is the new pick up
schedule?
Your black bin pick up will stay the
same as it will be emptied every 2
weeks - for most households, the
collection day will remain the same
too. But, the blue and brown bins
will be collected every four weeks,
separately.

The council will give you a leaflet,
along with your brown bin, and a
calendar that has the key dates on
it. Until then, you should continue
to use your bins as normal and wait
to be notified for when the new
scheme commences. When it starts,
you will no longer need to use your
blue box bin - you can either keep it
for storage, or if it has no use, take
it to the nearest Household Waste
Recycling Centre, located at Longley
Avenue West. The recycling centre
is open seven days a week, from
10 - 4. Another place to recycle is
at the Sheffield United Academy
where they have recycling bins.
If you have any large items that you
want disposing of, ring the council
and they will remove them for you,
although there is a charge for this if
you are not a Sheffield City Council,
Pennine, Acis or Great Places
tenant.
Please call 0114 273 4567 for more
information about the collection
services and to arrange a collection.

Crabtree cleans up

Story by Deborah Blencowe | Photo by Philip Blencowe
The Wildlife Trust last met on Monday 3rd September and
did their usual clear up of Crabtree Ponds. The picture
shows the lovely state of the site the following Saturday
with not much litter about at all. People are obviously
now using the litter bin which is being regularly emptied.
Let’s hope it stay this way. If you would like to get involved
with the maintenance of this area as local residents, the
clear up takes place on the first Monday of every month
at 10am until around 12pm and all essential equipment is
provided, eg. gloves, litter pickers and bags.
The waste is taken away by Sheffield Wildlife Trust.
Refreshments are provided. I’ve been involved with this
project for a number of years and find it very rewarding.
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Everyone is welcome to get involved. For more information
please get in touch with Rachel Stevenson whose email
address is r.stevenson@wildsheffield.com
www.burngreavemessenger.org

Krishna Janmasthami

Story by Suman Shrestha | Photos by Frankie Currie

Krishna Janmasthami, also known as Gokulashtami, is an
important annual festival that celebrates the birth of Lord
Krishna, who according to the Hindu religion, is said to be
the eighth incarnation of Lord Vishnu.
In the Hindu calendar, the festival is celebrated on the
Asthami of Krishna Paksh, or the eighth day of the dark
fortnight in the month of Bhado.
Hindu Samaj Sheffield celebrates Janmasthani with great
devotion and enthusiasm in the temple. Devotees fast,
sing songs of love for Krishna and keep vigil into the
night on Sunday 2nd September. The programme started
at 7pm when everyone entered the temple and Shri
Ashwini Kumar Ji, the Pandit (Hindu priest) started puja
(act of worship), followed by ‘Aarati’ (light from candle
wicks soaked in ghee). Then all moved to the main hall to
celebrate the birth of Lord Krishna.
Shri Umesh Asnani said:
“It is always nice to be here, for the celebration, meetings
and it is a great way to socialize.”
While preparing for the ‘Dahi Handi’ (an earthen pot filled
with curd) celebration, Dr Shiv Sharma remembered Lord
Krishna for the philosophy of love, his smile and friendly
nature and also his natkhat (naughtiness) – recalling when
the Lord robbed butter from his neighbours as a child.
The Pandit chanted mantras with Dr Sharma’s help;
moments later all devotees came forward and puja was
done. The traditional human pyramid was built in order
to reach and break the Dahi Handi. Devotional music was
played throughout. Devotees sang ‘Hatti ghoda palki… Jai
Kanaihya Lal Ki’ and danced. Kids were dressed as Krishna
before the Dahi Handi was broken and it was time for
Prasadam (gracious gift) sponsored by Neetaben, which all
devotees enjoyed.
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Breaking the ‘Dahi Handi’
Mr Geoffrey Roberts, executive committee member,
remembered Lord Krishna for the best philosophy of love.
Chairman Shri Bhushan Patil said:
“We are doing this kind of event for future generations.
Being away from our home country India, we are
trying to manage and celebrate in a traditional way, to
demonstrate the beauty and importance of our religion.”
He thanked all the members and volunteers for their
hard work and mentioned the upcoming project to build
another temple for Sheffield. He invited all devotees to the
coming events ‘Ganesh Chaturthi’ and ‘Navaratri’.
The Samaj raised funds recently for the Kerala disaster.
They also run free yoga classes, Balgokulam (Hindu Culture
for Children) and many other events.
Find more information at http://hmaccs.co.uk/
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Weekly Local Physical Activities
Produced by SOAR volunteers. Please note this is not the whole programme of physical activities in the area.

Mondays
Zumba – Term time only

• 1.30 - 2.30pm
• At Verdon Recreation
Centre, Verdon Street,
Sheffield S3 9QS
• Contact Shahina Hanif
07909 598 018
(SOAR funded)
Cost: £1.50

Tuesdays
Women only swimming

• 1.30pm – 2.30pm
• At Concord Sports Centre
Shiregreen Lane,
Sheffield S5 6AE
• Contact 0114 257 0053
Cost: £3.85 with life card

Chair aerobics Over 50s
(women only)

• 11am – 12 noon
• At Firvale Community Hub,
127 Page Hall Rd,
Sheffield S4 8GU
• Contact 0114 261 9130
Please call to check
Cost: £1

Zumba (women only)

• 6.30 – 7.30pm
• At Verdon Recreation
Centre
• Contact Shahina on
07909 598 018
Cost: £3

Step out Sheffield/
Walking for Health

• 1.20pm to leave at 1.30pm
for 10 minutes to 1 hour
every Tuesday
• Meet in Pitsmoor Surgery,
151 Burngreave Road
• Call Francis Feeley 07808
297 279
• Refreshments available
(Walks led by trained
volunteers leaders, strollers
and striders)
Cost: FREE
10

Wednesdays
Feel good Project

Badminton - 9.30-10am
Zumba - 10am – 11am
Crafts - 11am – 12noon
• At Verdon Recreation
Centre
• Contact Aislinn Adams
07432 805 847
Cost: £1.50

Food Cycle Group
(women only)

10am – 1pm
Exercise chair aerobics
3 course meal and craft
activities
• At St Cuthberts Church,
Barnsley Rd, Sheffield,
S5 6WL
• Contact Nadia Asghar,
Time Builder Development
Worker
Mobile 07850 306 916
Cost: £1.50

Thursdays
Dance for health:
Over 50s

• 10am – 12pm
• At Firvale Community Hub
• Contact 0114 261 9130
Mobile 01993 870 159
• jennyjohnson@ae-sop.org
Cost: FREE

Active Burngreave:
Aerobics/exercise/food

• 10am – 12.30
• At Firvale Community Hub
• Contact Dawn Young
0114 261 9130
(Call to check it is on)
Cost: £1

Thursdays (continued)
Zumba

• 6pm – 7pm
• At Shirecliffe community
Centre, 349 Shirecliffe
Road, Sheffield S5 8XL
• Contact Shahina
07909 598 018
Cost: £3

Step out Sheffield/
Walking for Health

• 10.05am to leave at
10.15am for 45 to 90
minutes.
• Meet outside Firshill
School, Orphanage Road
• Contact Francis Feeley
07808 297 279
• Refreshments available
(Walks led by trained
volunteers)
Cost: FREE

Fridays
Pedal Ready Women’s
Group/Cycling

• 9am - 10.30 am
• At Abbeyfield Park
• Contact 0114 2412 775
• www.pedalready.co.uk
Cost: FREE
Women’s only swimming
• 1.30 – 2.30pm
• At Concord Sports Centre
• Contact 0114 257 0053
Cost: £3.85 with life card

Sundays
Sisterhood Basketball
• 12-1pm
• At Verdon Recreation
Centre
• Contact Safiya Saeed,
Love Sport Initiative
07702 557 007
• safiya.saeed@
yorkshiresport.org
Donations welcome

Learn to Ride (adults only)
• 9.30am -12.30pm
45 minutes session each
• Pedal Ready
• Northern General hospital
• 0114 241 2775
• www.pedalready.co.uk
Cost: FREE

7 days a week
Women’s Only Gym,
Fitness Studio and Steam
Room

• Firvale Healthy Living
Centre, Firvale Centre, Earl
Marshal Road, Sheffield,
S4 8LB
• 0114 2434 340
• www.actsheffield.com
Cost:
• £15.99 per month for
membership
• £5 day pass
• £22.50 a month
• Other deals available

If you want more information, or are an organisation that
deliver physical exercise sessions and would like to be
featured in a future listing of activities, contact:
Sofeena Aslam,
Sorby House, 42 Spital Hill, Sheffield, S4 7LG.
Telephone: 0114 213 2591
Email: sofeena.aslam@soarcommunity.org.uk

Page sponsored by Sheffield City Council’s
Healthy Communities Programme
www.burngreavemessenger.org

New face for Green City Action
Story and photo by James Woollen
Lucy Melleney has recently joined
the Green City Action team,
taking over from Hazel as the
new Development Manager. Lucy
joins Jennie Tibbles, Volunteer
Coordinator, and Saskia Baker
Project Worker.

and gardening tools for a very
reasonable price. It’s hoped that
this facility will be built on in the
future to be able to offer some
practical advice and maybe some
workshops, empowering people to
do it for themselves.

Green City Action has allotments
at Grimesthorpe and runs many
projects from there promoting
health and wellbeing, including
School for Vegetables, working
with local schools so children can
visit and get hands on experience
growing vegetables and learn about
their health benefits.

Lucy joined GCA as she is passionate
about community involvement,
supporting people to be well
and healthy and being part of an
organisation that aims to promote a
healthy community.
can grow vegetables, share recipes,
share experiences and eat together.

There is a shared community space
at the allotment and Green City
Action has a drop in session that
runs Thursdays 10-1 where people

Green City Action also has a tool
bank based in Abbeyfield House,
a community resource where
local people can hire out DIY

Lucy says, future aims include
securing funding and continuing
moving forward within their existing
networks to form new ones as
“When you bring people together
good things can happen.”

A very stable kitchen
Story and photo by Emilie Taylor
Friends of Abbeyfield Park Peoples
Kitchen Project has been awarded
a substantial grant from Awards
for All, and will be working with
the Architecture Department
at Sheffield University over two
years to develop our ideas for
a community cafe and food
workshop.
The grant will enable volunteers
to deliver a pop up cafe session
in the park once a month, where
local people will share recipes from
different cultures, and there will be
art and craft workshops to make
items for the cafe. The first of these
will take place on Saturday 27th
October.
The University will be helping
the group explore the long term
viability of the cafe operating out of
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recipe. Potential chefs can receive
a small grant for their expenses,
preparation time and presenting
the recipe, as well as money for
ingredients. Couscous, curry,
stew, goulash, dumplings, pakora,
a delicious pudding or sweets
perhaps?

the stables attached to Abbeyfield
House. They will survey the building
and discuss what the cafe would
look like with local people. The
students will hopefully set up a local
office and develop ideas in the Live
Works studio on the Moor.
We would love to hear from
people who would like to share a

We are also keen to hear from local
musicians who would be interested
in playing at events. Contact Emilie
on emilie@emilietaylor.co.uk if you
would like to find out more about
taking part.
The People's Kitchen team meet on
the third Wednesday of the month
at Abbeyfield House at 7.30pm. We
are always looking for volunteers
and fresh input! Keep up to date
on our Facebook page Pitsmoor
People's Kitchen.
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Pitsmoor Children Reclaim the Streets
Story by Patrick Meleady | Photos by Zaqer Musad
On Saturday 4th August, The award
winning Pitsmoor Adventure
Playground hosted a street play
party-as a part of the Celebrations
for the National Playday 2018. Its
aim was to encourage children to
play out more and for longer. In
the past, children played on their
residential streets, freely and
without worry, but unfortunately,
nowadays they do not have the
chance.
This event reclaimed the street
from traffic so that children
and their families could gather
together outdoors in a space
that was unavailable to them
before. The Playground created
a supportive social environment
with opportunities for creative,
physical and imaginative play and
expression, as well as developing
children’s self-confidence and
self-management skills. This idea
originated from neighbours Alice
Ferguson and Amy Rose, as they
were frustrated that their children’s
freedom to play was restricted
in their street in Bristol. So they
applied to the local authority to
have a street party, and to close the
street to traffic for a day.
Play is a child’s right according to
the UN Convention on the Rights of
the Child (1989), yet research shows

that children and young people in
Sheffield, have been subject to a
reduction of outdoor play spaces,
over the last decade. This limits
children’s play opportunities, which
is essential to them.
“The Playing Out Street Party was
a huge success with over 200
children and young people in
attendance, many of whom also
brought their family members to
join in the fun.

“Here in Pitsmoor Adventure
Playground we know the value
of play and its importance in the
lives and development of children
and young people. Having access
to the streets to play is great
for children and they had a
wonderful time, free from cars to
explore and experiment through
play in their own streets” Zaq Musad, Playworker

Barbara’s art space
Story and photo by Fran Belbin

The art space area at Pitsmoor Adventure Playground has
been renamed in memory of Barbara Morris, who passed
away in February. Barbara was a tireless champion of play
in Sheffield and a great supporter of the playground.
On September 8th Lord Mayor Magid Magid came along,
together with Barbara’s family and many of her colleagues,
to officially open the newly named area.
12
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Alex Price, Adventure Playground regular,
wrote to Her Majesty asking if she would like
to come and have a go on the new slide.
For some reason, she apparently felt unable
to, but did send across a delightful reply.

Gordon’s abstract adventures
Story by Fran Belbin | Photo by Rachel Edmondson
The playground hosted a visit from Rachel Edmondson
and the team from Gordon Snee Arts recently, an arts
foundation that works with young people, giving them
the opportunity to explore art and their relationship to it.
Gordon was an artist who grew up in Burnley, Lancashire,
before moving to Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. He regularly
commuted from there to teach in Manchester, travelling
via Sheffield. This was documented in one of his most
successful series of pictures, ‘Railway Ovals.’ Much of
Gordon’s art had been lost for many years, and was only
rediscovered following his death in 2013. His daughter,
Jo, set up Gordon Snee Art to champion his work and to
encourage others to follow in his love of abstraction.
Jo moved to Pitsmoor in her twenties and taught at Fir Vale
School, which Rachel, her daughter, attended. Jo has left
secondary education now but still loves working with the
community here and so the team plan to do many more
projects in the area.
Their team worked with the young people at the Adventure
Playground, designing, and painting fabulous abstract
shapes. Check out the pattern techniques! The children

made shapes and painted them before going to arrange
them creatively.
Creating a ‘Director’s megaphone’, they encouraged the
kids to direct others to move the shapes into different
positions to create a larger picture of their choice.
Plans are afoot for a ‘flashmob’ exhibition shortly, but are
currently under wraps, so check out our (and their) website
for details: www.gordonsneeart.co.uk

Pitsmoor Adventure Playground are holding a fundraising pub quiz,
8.30pm Thursday 20th September at the Harlequin on Nursery Street.
September 2018 • Issue 137
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Caution: guides at work
Story and photo by Gillian Andrews
Next summer the St Catherine's
guides are joining forces with
guides and rangers from Wise
Wood and Stocksbridge for a trip of
a life time to Switzerland.
Tesco’s at Saville Street have been
wonderful and have allowed us into
their store to pack customers bags
once a month. The girls really enjoy
doing this as in addition to raising
the money they need to pay for
the trip it gives them the chance
to speak to customers and explain
why they are doing it. Not everyone
agrees with the reason the children
are there, however without the
fund raising many would not be able
to go.
I have run the Switzerland trips
every two years since 2009.

Over 100 girls from the Burngreave
area have had the privilege to go.
Next year’s trip will include
tobogganing, high ropes course
up a mountain, lots of visits to
interesting places and many cable
car rides. On our way back we will
be stopping off at Disneyland Paris
for another fun filled day.
We could not do these trips without
the support of our parents and
Tesco. So if you see us in Tesco
come and say hello.
St Catherine’s guides meet on
Wednesday evenings in term time,
and is open to all girls aged five to
eighteen. For further information
visit www.girlguiding.co.uk or ring
me on 07863 890 144.

SAGE’s fertile plot

Story by Adrian Lake | Photo by Helena Dolby
On Wednesday the 8th of August mental health charity
SAGE Greenfingers, held an open day to promote their
work and encourage others to join. The allotment open
day showcased how they do just this.
Clients and volunteers can garden on various allotments
and grow plants and vegetables such as carrots, courgette’s
and aubergines, with access to a greenhouse. They can also
partake in singing with a choir, as well as doing arts and
crafts, during the winter when gardening is limited.
“People come every week, not just in summer”
Clare McManus
One outcome they have from this is having two ponds, on
the main site, which were designed by client Ian Whatton.
He plans to expand it by amalgamating the two and
developing it by installing a rock garden, in order to provide
more shelter for animals and wildlife. They also have a hut
where food is cooked - with the crops they have grown for clients and volunteers to share in a meal, after each
session. This promotes cohesion and socialising amongst
everyone. Furthermore, clients have an ideal place to
14

work independently too with their allotments - Plots 9
and 66, which hold facilities such as a potting shed and a
polytunnel to grow herbs and vegetables.
SAGE currently have thirty clients and fifteen volunteers.
SAGE provide a comfortable and supportive environment
which clearly helps a lot of clients with their emotional
wellbeing, as well as having many volunteers there to offer
a helping hand too.
For more information call 0114 273 7718 or 07932 927 153,
or email enquiries@sagesheffield.org.uk
www.burngreavemessenger.org

Building confidence through style
Story by Kasar Ali | Photo by Kim
On hearing about a charity called
Suitworks, a charity that helps men
into work or training by providing
them with a suit, we went to visit
them to find out more. At one
of the units on New Mesters, 53
Mowbray St, we met Vanda Kewley
in a room full of smart suits and
shoes.

We talked to two local individuals
who had been referred to
Suitworks, Mhamad Amourni and
Hasan Kahooh they were given
smart suits so when they attend
interviews they look the part,
currently they are both training at
Groundworks.
These individuals are training to
become engagement officers and
want to go on to help others in a
similar situation to themselves.

Vanda set up this charity three years
ago after being made redundant.
She had volunteered at a charity
called Suited and Booted in London
and saw that there was nothing
similar in Sheffield. Recognising
there was a need, and having
already trained as an Image
Consultant and armed with the
desire to help, Vanda set about
making it happen.
Through applying for numerous
grants and funding Suitworks was
born. Vanda worked and continues
to work with Hallam University who
do things like create videos and
promotional material.
They support unemployed men
of all ages who have an interview
lined up but do not have or cannot
afford the suitable attire. Vanda
believes that the way you look can
have a transformative effect on your
self-esteem and can boost your
confidence. So, if men are successful
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When asked where they receive
their suits from Vanda said:

and get the job, The Suitworks offer
ongoing support for a few months in
the form of a “Capsule Wardrobe.”
This offers men a few more smart
attire options even after their
interview, to continue to improve
positive self-esteem and confidence
in the professional environment.
Approximately 40% referrals come
from Jobcentres, 30% come through
a Sheffield city council initiative
called Sheffield workers and 30%
come from colleges.

“Most donations come from big
organisations like Lloyds Banks,
and Sheffield Hallam University
who run suit drives they also get
donations from next clothing
and Slaters menswear they also
get the occasional help from
celebrities, Richard Hawley and
Big Shaun (of the Everly Pregnant
Brothers).”
When asked if there was any
surprises along the way Vanda said
she was surprised to learn that
unfortunately many men share
similar body insecurities as women.
You can contact Suitworks via their
website at www.thesuitworks.co.uk
or on 07468 464 776.
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Local Councillors and
surgery dates
Jackie Drayton
0114 243 5388
(Home)
jackie.drayton@
sheffield.gov.uk

Contact: 0114 203 7562
https://northeastsheffield.wordpress.com/

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall)
Surgery dates
Burngreave Library,
Sorby House, 42 Spital Hill.

Parks Woodlands:
Public Health Funds
We are very pleased to say that public health funding has become available
to improve some of the parks and green spaces across the ward. This is as
part of the second year of investment under a three year project aimed at

• Saturday 13th October
11am - 12.15pm

Mark Jones
07500 764 202
(Mobile)

addressing health inequalities across the city.

mark.jonescllr@
sheffield.gov.uk

Three sites have been identified in Burngreave, where a small investment

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall)

can go a long way to raise their recreational value and quality. They are:
• Nottingham Cliff Recreation Ground
• Denholme Close Playground
• Wensley Street Playground

Surgery dates
Firshill Tenants’ and Residents’
Association, 11 Firshill Glade, S4
7DX.
• Tuesday 16th October
10.30am – 12noon

The funding for this work is directed at those areas of the city that are most
deprived (which includes most of the north-east and east of the city), with
an aim of increasing use of the areas. While some plans are already afoot,
consultations with interested groups (such as Wensley and Burngreave
TARA’s) are taking place over the next few weeks to ensure that these plans
meet local needs and aspirations.

Talib Hussain
0114 273 5380
(Town Hall)
talib.hussain@
sheffield.gov.uk

Suggestions already made have included installing new play equipment and
improving access by cutting back vegetation and improving the entrances to
the areas. Other possibilities include improving infrastructure, such as bins
for dog waste, paths, or signage to let people know what is available in the
park.
If anyone would like to suggest any improvements to these sites or

Surgery dates
Firvale Community Hub (PACA),
127 Page Hall Road.
• Thursday 20th September,
Thursday 18th October
2pm – 3pm

improvements in other local green spaces which could benefit health locally,
please get in touch with Parks and Countryside Project Officer Kate Clark at
kate.clark@sheffield.gov.uk
Money could be available for areas such as allotments, woodlands and local
wildlife sites as well as for other parks and recreation grounds.
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Mark and Talib
Wensley TARA and Wensley
Community Centre.
• Friday 28th September,
Friday 26th October
6pm – 7pm
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Abbeyfield Grange celebrate 30 years of caring
Story by Adrian Lake | Photo by Kelly Munroe
Abbeyfield Grange Residential
Home celebrated their thirtieth
birthday in August, with Heeley
City Farms Farming Comes To You
there to help.

nights and bingo nights. “Every
Friday night is a theme night or a
take away night” Kelly the trainee
senior support worker and activities
coordinator said.

Some residents were a little scared
of handling the animals initially, but
soon overcame their fears – “I didn’t
want to let that rabbit go” one told
us. It was a great day for the young
team who brought the animals too,
with Declan, 13, saying:

With enough space for twenty-six
residents, Abbeyfield’s emphasis is
on helping individuals to feel like
part of the community, not just
giving them a place to live. They
operate a ‘recovery model’ which
consists of assisting men who live in
supported accommodation before
progressing into more independent
living. Abbeyfield Grange itself also
offers a more independent living
space where staff do regular checks.

“I do it to see the looks on their
faces when they get the enjoyment
they get out of it. It also makes
me realise that I can get up in a
morning, brush my own teeth.
Especially at the homes where
they get full time care, someone
to shower and feed them, it’s just
a big eye opener.”
Rachel Coates, who became
owner-manager two years ago,
told us “the staff encourage people

to cook and do other tasks to
maintain their independence.” Staff
have started to introduce more
activities for the residents to get
involved in including massage and
chair aerobics Its quite relaxed at
nights. At weekends they run movie

They also run a befriending service
and they go to the residents homes
and ask them what they want to
do. If they wish, they can go out for
coffee or tea, or be helped to access
public transport and attend medical
appointments and the like.

Wood Hill bonanza
Story and photo by Kim

Wood Hill House had a Summer Bonanza party on
Saturday 1st September and it was a great event. It was
held in the community room of the complex needs and
dementia care wing which was decorated nicely for the
party.
The event was jam packed like the yummy homemade
cakes on the tables. Along with the cake there were
sandwiches and other sweet treats for everyone to enjoy.
There was entertainment from Paul Barrie who did a great
job at creating a lively fun day.
The event is one of many put on for its residents and
their families and friends throughout the year; this one
was to raise funds for the Christmas party. In attendance
were Silvia and Michael who were celebrating their 56th
wedding anniversary. Congratulations Silvia and Michael!
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The manager Laura Cunningham is proud to announce the
home was recently awarded Good CQC rating and informs
us the next Wood Hill House event will be a charity coffee
morning on the 27th September in aid of Macmillan Cancer
support.
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St Catherine’s summer spinners
Story and photo by Richard Belbin

The annual St Catherine’s Summer Fête was held in
glorious sunshine this year as dozens of people came
together to enjoy a mixture of entertainment, fine food
and stalls. Family and friends of residents came to support
the excellent work of the home, as well as to enjoy the
cakes and barbecue on offer.
Kate Peel’s stall, showing off spinning and weaving
techniques, was a particular hit, as was the raffle, of
course. Geraldine won lots of prizes, but fortunately chose
to generously redistribute them amongst some of the other
less lucky rafflers.
Activities coordinator for the home, Julie, said:
“It was a great day, everyone enjoyed it. The weather
was absolutely brilliant. We had a lot of families that
came and supported us and contributed. The residents
particularly enjoyed Kate’s spinning, and we made over

£500 that we’ll put to other trips and activities for the
residents. Thank you to everyone who supported us!”
St Catherine’s organise a range of activities for the
residents, including theatre, shopping and other day trips,
as well as Easter and Christmas events.

Bridlington Rock
Story and photo by Suman Shrestha

On Saturday 18th August, a church day out event was
organised by the Rock Christian Centre. Almost 45 people
gathered in the church at 9am. There were families, kids,
couples from different nations, all with the same aim –
fun and enjoyment!
Everyone was very excited and enjoyed the journey all the
way to Bridlington. The coach stopped there at 11.30am
when the fun and activities began. Kids enjoyed playing in
the sand, ball games, donkey rides on the beach, swimming
and more. The weather was lovely, the harbour, where
people can sail across the bay on a traditional pleasure
cruiser, a pirate ship or a speedboat, was full of life.
Paul Hunt, Assistant Pastor, was himself busy playing with
the kids and organising different fun games. Mr Hunt
also highlighted the purpose, aim and message to the
community:
“The trip to Bridlington is a great way to get to know
the different people in Rock Christian Centre. It is a
relaxed and easy way to build relationships while having
fun playing games and socializing together. We are
people from different nations and backgrounds, a trip to
Bridlington is a great way to show that we can all
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get on, identifying peoples different gifts and helping
them to grow in their strengths. Jesus is at the centre of
all we do”
What an idea, to be together, the way of spreading love,
the way of bringing people together, the way of postiveness
in the community.
For more information please contact Rock Christian Centre,
75 Carlisle Street, S4 7LJ. Telephone 0114 350 3232.
Or visit the website at www.rockchristiancentre.org
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I belong to Burngreave
Story by Farhaan Warsame | Photo by Sahra Abdi
Sahra Abdi is the manager of a
local football team (Future Football
Stars of Burngreave). Sahra came
from Somalia in 1992 at the age of
seven and, although there wasn’t
much of a Somali community at the
time, she began to make Sheffield
her home.

but we had enough spaces to
play and climb the trees. Here,
children stay home and just
watch TV or play computer
games because there are no
activities. So children just hang
around, sometimes getting in
trouble out of boredom.”

Sahra took full advantage of
education opportunities here. She
worked hard and began giving back
to the community as soon she left
school. She has a long varied list of
accomplishments, such as GNVQ
in social care, Somali interpreter
at a doctor’s practice, working at a
citizen’s advice worker, admin at the
sickle cell foundation and women’s
woodwork!

Therefore she wanted to find
activities for her children and other
children as well. So she contacted
Sheffield United FC who offered
funding and free training sessions to
children in the area.

When Sahra’s children were born
she left her paid job to care for her
family while also looking at her
community’s needs, particularly
children’s needs and Somali
women’s needs. She said:

The sessions take place on
Saturdays. They are for young boys
under thirteen and girls under eight.
More than 40 children attend on
a regular basis. Much more than
football goes on here - working as
a team is an important life skill. The
kids also do a litter pick in the area
to keep the community tidier.

“When I was young, in Somalia,
there were not any activities

“I love being a football manager
and feel proud that I made this
happen. The children really look
forward to it.”

Sahra also helps out at Pitsmoor
Adventure Playground and runs
a women’s social group in Sorby
House where women who might
otherwise be quite isolated can
meet, chat, have days out together
and share information about events
and resources.

Hello and thank you
Story by Richard Belbin

There are over 100 languages,
from all parts of the globe, spoken
by Burngreave’s schoolchildren,
reflecting the rich diversity of our
area.
As part of the Messenger’s mission
to help all parts of the community
to communicate with each other,
we will be showing you how to
say ‘hello’ and ‘thank you’ in some
of those languages over the next
few issues. Because it’s just nice
to be able to greet someone in
their mother tongue, and to do
something to make people smile.
20

Somali
satax (pronounced: sa’tax) mahadsanid (maHAD SaNid)

Romanian
buna (pronounced: boo’na) mulțumesc (mul-tzoo-mesk)

Nepalese

नमस्ते (pronounced: Namastē) धन्यवाद ( Dhan'yavāda)
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Magid bowls them over

Story by Richard Belbin | Photos by Neil Fletcher and Richard Belbin

The Lord Mayor, Magid Magid,
joined the Abbeyfield Bowlers on
Saturday August 25, as they took
on Stocksbridge B team.

As well as the presentation, the
Mayor also had a try at the sport
itself. Following an introduction by
club captain Neil Fletcher, Magid
adopted the fixed stance of the
bowler and chanced his arm. After
a couple of ‘roll ups’ (practise ends)
he quickly found his line and length
and even won a couple of ends.
Asked how he felt about the game,
he told us:

Magid was there to present club
secretary, Stan Tew, with a silver
platter in recognition of his long
service to the club. Stan began
playing when he was 18, nearly 70
years ago, and has been a stalwart
for Abbeyfield ever since. Even at
the age of 86, he is still captain of
the over-60s ‘Veterans’ team. When
asked why he started playing he told
the Messenger:
“It was a Saturday, the club were
one player short, would I play?
Since that day I’ve never stopped,
although I couldn’t play as much
when the children were young,
and I was working long hours. I
love the game.”

“I’ve not played before, but I
might well do again, it’s very
competitive.”

Club secretary Stan Tew (right)
was presented with a silver
platter by Lord Mayor Magid
Magid in recognition of his
long service to the Abbeyfield
Bowlers club.

George & Brian: Silent Film
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The Mayor’s visit inspired
Abbeyfield to an 8-4 victory.
The club are always on the lookout
for new members. If you are
interested, please visit
www.abbeyfieldbc.co.uk or email
info@abbeyfieldbc.co.uk

Painted with Henderson’s Relish by Edgar Lowman
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We need an affordable bikes scheme
The council are scratching their heads asking why the ofo
bike scheme hasn’t worked in Sheffield and I would have
thought it was obvious. People desperately need bikes and
can’t afford them.

Letters may be edited for space

We need a professionally staffed library
I was saddened to see the state of the former Burngreave
Library building (now the Rock Christian Centre offices) on
Spital Hill recently.
Burngreave has high numbers of adults and children who
speak English as a second language, and has had problems
with gangs, drugs and violent crime. A professionally
staffed library would offer a way out of this way of life
for any children at risk of slipping into it, as well as a safe
space for those who may be experiencing difficulties in
life. It is wrong that Burngreave is being forced to rely on
a volunteer-run facility next to the council housing offices
in SOAR (hardly the neutral, safe space that a library is
supposed to represent).
Burngreave needs and deserves a professionally run library
service. As for the former Burngreave Library building on
Spital Hill, the flower beds, paths and stairs surrounding
it are full of litter, including cider cans, and the plants are
overgrown.
Please could the local councillors and Rock Christian
Centre, who now occupy the building, get the building
and surrounding areas cleaned up, and please could the
local councillors lobby for the professionally staffed library
service Burngreave deserves.
Yours faithfully,
Martin Vaughan

Everyone in my family wants a bike but there isn't the
money at the end of the month to buy one. My stepson had
his stolen out of the garden and we can’t afford to replace
it. It now costs £4 to get to town and back on the bus from
Burngreave. If the whole family wanted to go in town for
the day on the bus it would cost us £10, which is way too
much on a low income. We would love to go cycling to the
shops together, or to a local park, it would be free and it’s a
lot more fun and healthy.
Personally I wouldn’t support the return of the ofo bikes.
The people that really need an affordable bike hire scheme
couldn’t use ofo, it relies on people having a debit card
with money available and it could still work out not much
cheaper than the bus.
Public transport needs sorting out in Sheffield, as it’s
unaffordable and lots of people are stranded because
they can’t afford to go anywhere. A not-for-profit bike
hire scheme offering longer term loans, or a business
which made bikes available at low cost, would make a big
difference to people’s quality of life. Cycling should be the
healthy option which costs virtually nothing. With traffic
congestion and pollution both causing big problems it's
now a necessity which shouldn't be exploited to make a
profit.
Please, Sheffield City Council, hand a contract to a local not
for profit who can make it possible for us all to use a bike
and provide some jobs for local people. We can do better
than this expensive Chinese bike hire scheme.
Local resident
(Name and address supplied)

The quiz - lost in Burngreave again
Brought to you by quizmaster Graham Jones

I can’t believe it! I don’t how I’ve managed it, but I seem
to have got lost in Burngreave again. Fortunately I’m
touching another local landmark, and so let’s hope we can
work out what it is.
This steel object is about 3 metres tall and is nearly three
years old. It appropriately stands outside a building dated
1846 where some people used to go for their wedding
reception after they had ‘tied the knot’. There are a

number of places of worship nearby in buildings which
used to have a range of different functions. For example,
there is a mosque in a former police station, a mosque in
a former library, a church in another former library and a
church in a former working men’s club. There is a green
space which used to be the site of a church too. I can see
the building where a world famous writer of detective
stories used to work a long time ago. Please work out what
this steel object might be so that I can get out of here.

Last issue’s answer: I was at Grimesthorpe village pump 1836, off Upwell Lane.
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Railway to Rotherham

Gaming: good or bad?

Review by Graham Jones

Story by Safwan, Hatib, Mufassar, Danny and Saif

First published when the
railway came to Sheffield
in 1838, Drake’s Road
Book of the Sheffield and
Rotherham Railway has
now been reproduced,
complete with its original
advertisements.

The following piece is the second of our series of articles
in collaboration with Ellesmere Youth Project, looking at
topics beyond Burngreave that matter to young people.

The original railway station
was situated on the land
between Spital Hill and
Savile Street, currently
covered by Tesco. The
railway not only connected Sheffield to the rest of the
national network but enabled the development of heavy
industry on the banks of the Don all the way to Rotherham.
There is loads of history in this book, all the more
interesting because of its 1840 standpoint. The descriptions
of the local landscape captivate, for instance: “the placid
stream of the Don” and “…we have a still more interesting
view of Brightside, which from our present position has a
truly romantic appearance.”
The literary quotations also fascinate, such as the corn law
rhymer, Ebenezer Elliott’s verse ‘On the Opening of the
Sheffield and Rotherham Railway,’ which includes:
Behold it – Osgathorpe, behold!
Look down, and cry “All hail!” Skies! brighten into blue and
gold,
O'er all the living vale!
Wan, lingering foxglove! you, ye trees!
Thou wood of Tinsley! tell the breeze
That hell's dark cheek turns pale;
Drake had a less idyllic view, however:
“The most conspicuous object is the blackened brick
building of the Grimesthorpe Grinding Wheel Company...
The lofty hill, whose bold brow is shaded with wood,
is the classic Wincobank of which Sheffield bards have
often sung, and on which, say they, ‘The golden cheek of
eve rests loveliest.’”
Sheffield to Rotherham took 17 minutes by train in 1840,
compared with 12/14 minutes today. That’s progress for
you!
The book is available to order online, or can be read for free
at https://archive.org/details/drakesroadbookof00drakiala
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The 21st century has seen extreme advances in technology,
one of the biggest of which is in gaming. It has become a
part of most teenagers and many adults’ daily routine. This
can then lead to both positive and negative effects.
Many scientists and psychologists find that video games
actually help make children smarter. They can change the
brain’s physical structure in the same way as learning to
read or playing a musical instrument do. Playing games
can improve hand eye coordination and problem solving ‘don’t sit so close to the TV’ no longer applies!
On the other hand, video games are often frowned upon
as ‘time wasters’ -‘gaming disorder’ is a newly listed mental
health condition by the World Health Organisation. It's
hard to get enough active play and exercise if you're always
inside playing video games. Violent video games are easily
blamed by the media as the reason why some young
people become violent or commit anti-social behaviour.
An example of a very popular game is one called Fortnite.
Fortnite involves being dropped onto an island where you
have to kill other players to become the last man standing.
Over 3 million people played the game in February, and the
current figure will be even larger.
Games are short, so when you are killed, you can be playing
again in a minute. This can then lead to an addiction, as
one local teenager said “if I was allowed I would probably
play for 8 hours nonstop.”
The effects of video games depend on several factors, the
most major one being you and how you play the game.
We believe that video games have little to no effect on you
mentally, but what you do and how you react can.
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3 Easy Steps:
Motorise
your
blinds

5 VERTICAL
BLINDS
*

3 VERTICAL
BLINDS
*

89

£149

£

3 ROLLER
BLINDS
*

99

£

*

FREE Design

& Consultation
Request a no obligation quote at your home.
We offer free installation on all our blinds.
*Selected cream & white fabrics

For further details & appointments call us now on:

60317 04/18

& 0114 321 3558
UK MANUFACTURED

www.amorablinds.co.uk | email: info@amorablinds.co.uk

* Selected cream & white fabrics

To advertise in the Messenger contact 0114 242 0564 or mail@burngreavemessenger.org
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Telephone for further details & appointments:
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