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Lighting up Christ Church
Story by Patrick Amber, lantern making workshop leader 

Photos by Frankie Currie and Nico Hall

“It’s a bit windy!”

The fourth annual Parkwood Springs Lantern Procession 
had to be cancelled at the last minute due to high winds. 

My hopes were dashed and my heart sank. All that 
work with so many people, all the anticipation, the 
excitement and then just disappointment. Well, I think the 
disappointment lasted about half an hour. Before I knew 
it, thanks to a kind invitation from Huw Thomas of Christ 
Church on Pitsmoor Road, all the lanterns were being 
arranged in the church by the Friends of Parkwood Springs 

and other local folk. For about an hour that windy evening, 
people came from afar to see the church illuminated by the 
most wonderous likes of dragons, giant snakes, deer, birds 
and a lightbulb with moths fluttering round it! 

Ever since I discovered lantern making workshops with the 
Sharrow Lantern Carnival, I’ve enjoyed seeing church halls 
and community rooms transform as they fill with abundant 
structures, but I would never have imagined seeing 
lanterns in all their glory in a church. Yet this turned out 
to be a fantastic way to display them. Perhaps this could 
happen again next year as a planned exhibition.
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JOB: SACMHA PERSONAL ASSISTANT
Our client is looking for two practically minded individuals 
with good communication skill and patient attitude to 
become part-time Personal Assistants (PA) to an elderly 
individual of Jamaican decent living in the Burngreave area. 
The successful candidates will support the individual to live 
independently in the community, by providing personal 
care (showering, dressing, toileting etc.) and domestic duties 
(ironing, meal preparation, shopping). 

You will work an average of 20.5 hours per week. Hours of 
work will be Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 8am to 2pm 
and 2pm to 8pm. Thursday 8am to 12noon. Exact working 
pattern to be agreed with the client. PAs working with our 
service users will be subject to a police check.

Salary: £8.00 per hour. 

For more information please 
contact Sonya or Celia

on 0114 272 6393 or e-mail 
admin@sacmha.org.uk
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Saturday 22nd September saw 
Wensley Community Centre alive 
with activity, as people from all 
over the area joined forces for a 
clean-up day organised by Wensley 
TARA and Eden, a Christian youth 
and community team all living in 
Page Hall and Wensley.

17 adults and 37 children gathered 
to paint, garden, and litter pick 
around the area, and shared a 
delicious, well deserved, BBQ 

after all the hard work had been 
completed.

Every race and nationality from 
the community was represented, 
all working together to create a 
hygienic and presentable space for 
residents of all ages to enjoy.

For more information regarding this 
topic, you can contact Mustafa on  
07881 880 721.

This issue’s team: Richard Belbin, 
Pam Grant, Carrie Hedderwick, 
Saleema Imam, Graham Jones, 
Jamie Marriott, John Mellor, Tim 
Neal and Kate Sheldrick.
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With this being our ‘food’ themed 
issue, we are beginning a series 
reviewing some of our favourite 
local establishments for socialising 
in (and enjoying some fine food 
and drink). In coming issues we will 
review more restaurants, cafés and 
pubs. 

If you have a favourite such 
Burngreave establishment, let us 
know and we’ll make sure we check 
it out too!

The Burngreave Messenger is a community newspaper with editorial independence, funded by advertising and the Big Lottery.
Registered Charity: 1130836. All content is copyright Burngreave Messenger Ltd or its voluntary contributors.

Save Woodbourn Stadium
Story by Emilio Mussi

Cleaning up in Wensley
Story by Mustafa Ahmed

Burngreave FC have started a 
petition to keep the PowerLeague 
Woodbourn  stadium open. 

Sheffield PowerLeague Woodbourn 
stadium (often known as Pitz) is due 
to close in January 2019.

The venue has contributed to 
keeping kids off streets and 
participating in sport with its 
community-based ethos and 
affordability. It is more crucial than 
ever to be keeping young people 
away from gang violence and off 
the streets. The petition is to be 
presented to Sheffield full council in 
November and Hallam University, 
who own the stadium where the 
endangered pitches are located. 

The petition was started by 
Yasar Mohammed, manager of 
Burngreave FC and Ellesmere Road 
Post Office. He told us:

“I started the petition because PITZ 
is very important to the people 
of the area. It’s where we can go 
at reasonable cost. Moreover, 

that’s not just for people from 
Burngreave; there are loads from 
Darnall and other areas as well. 

“Sheffield Hallam University own 
the athletics stadium the pitches 
are located, and we want to 
make sure that they continue to 
allow the community to use the 
space, and that they don’t price 
us out of it.”

The group is set to close 13 sites 
through its Company Voluntary 
Arrangement - a procedure used 
by firms to close struggling units. 
109 jobs are likely to be lost, but 
PowerLeague expects to keep the 
sites listed for closure open until 
January.

The company has suffered from 
declining revenues and insufficient 
funds to meet lease obligations. 
PowerLeague own 440 pitches 
across 49 sites across Europe and 
directly employs over 580 people.

The petition can be signed at 
https://tinyurl.com/SavePITZ
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‘More Burngreave’ for Festival of Debate
Story by Emilio Mussi

Hung jury in ‘terror trial’
Story by Kevin Stapelton

The members of the jury in the trial of two men accused 
of plotting a Christmas terror attack (see Messenger 137) 
have been dismissed after they failed to agree a verdict.

Farhad Salah, 23, of Brunswick Road, and Andy Star, 32, of 
Sheffield Road, Chesterfield were arrested in December, 
accused of plotting to manufacture an explosive device.

Salah and Star both denied preparing to commit acts of 
terrorism.

After 17 hours of discussion, the jury foreman told Judge 
Paul Watson that they were unable to agree a verdict for 
either defendant. 

Both men are expected to be retried at Sheffield Crown 
Court, and have been remanded in custody until then.

Boundary changes
Story by Richard Belbin

Following consultations, the final proposals to redraw 
the boundaries of all 650 parliamentary constituencies 
have now been published. They remain in line with those 
original plans. This would entail Burngreave being split 
across two seats, Sheffield South-East and Sheffield North 
and Ecclesfield. 

With a dividing line running along Pitsmoor Road, Barnsley 
Road, Owler Lane and Upwell Street, this will place 
Pitsmoor, Burngreave and Grimesthorpe in the South East, 
while Fir Vale, Wensley, Shirecliffe and Firshill will be in the 
North. 

The changes still have to be approved by parliament, and it 
is far from certain that they will do so. If MPs do reject the 
proposals, the next election will be fought on data based 
on the 2000 electoral register and will not take into account 
changes since then.

The annual Festival of Debate is calling for more proposals 
from Burngreave residents for its event next year. 
The Festival has been growing year on year. In 2018 it 
attracted audiences of 12,000 to 82 different events 
across ten weeks.

Events do not have to follow the ‘classic’ formula of a 
speaker telling everyone their opinion and then inviting 
discussion, but can come in various formats. You could hold 
a panel discussion, with three or four ‘experts’ giving a brief 
talk, possibly including a Q&A, with questions from the 
audience to those experts. Film screenings or exhibitions 
have also been popular formats over the last couple of 
years. 

The Festival has also supported events like ‘speed-
debating’ and quizzes - fast paced events to keep the 
audience engaged - as well as workshops and even meals. 
Sharing food is a great way of equalising people, so that 
they open up to each other, allowing the debate to flow.

Topics such as world affairs, Brexit and activism are open 
for discussion, ensuring the talks are relevant and engaging 
for all involved, however, more local themes are explored, 
such as this years ‘Making Local Food Work In Sheffield’.

If you have an idea, please use the form at  
https://tinyurl.com/FoD2019 and submit it by 19th 
November.

George & Brian: Running Out Of Tea Painted with tea by Edgar Lowman

George, we've run out of 
tea to drink

Leaf it to me!It is my mission...
I'll go to get more...
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Parkwood Springs plans for the future
Story by Richard Belbin | Map courtesy of Sheffield City Council

The city council have launched a six week consultation 
regarding plans for the development of the Parkwood 
Springs site over the next ten years. 

Objectives for the area include a high quality open space 
where people can enjoy well managed areas of wildlife and 
geological conservation. Hopes are that this will encourage 
people to walk and cycle through it to access different 
parts of the city, and that it will become self-financing, 
using income generated around the site for its long term 
future.

In the area near Cooks Wood Road there will be improved 
facilities suitable for hosting a variety of sports and local 

play activities, easily accessible to the local community, 
including changing facilities and a café. New homes are 
planned for Neepsend and around Woodside and Rutland 
Road, to enable regeneration in the North East Urban Area.

A six-week consultation on the Parkwood Draft Masterplan 
will run from Tuesday 23rd October to Wednesday 5th 
December 2018. Visit https://sheffield.citizenspace.com/
place-planning/parkwood-springs/ to complete a short 
survey.

There will be a consultation event at Sheffield Winter 
Garden on Monday 12th November from 11.30am to 
3.30pm.

Travellers await court decision
Story by Richard Belbin

The court hearing to remove a group of 29 new age 
travellers from the site below the former Ski Village (see 
Messenger 137) was held last month.

The court heard how travellers have lived on the site for 
over fourteen years, but are now threatened with eviction 
as the council wish to develop the area as part of a £22.5 
million ‘leisure tourism destination’ covering the site at 
Parkwood Springs.

Extreme Destinations was announced as lead developer in 
November 2017. James Richards, public protection team 
manager for Sheffield City Council, told the court that the 
authority had not yet submitted full plans and this had now 
been delayed for another four months.

Stephen Cottle, representing the travellers, said they 
“accept the authority's ownership of the land” but wanted 
to stay and redevelop the lowest part of the land. They 
were happy to carry out the necessary building and 
landscaping works themselves. 

Emma Godfrey, on behalf of Sheffield City Council, said 
travellers had moved on to the site ‘without consent’. She 
said the council needed ownership of the land to deliver 
“a scheme for the benefit of the wider population of 
Sheffield”. Proposals include new slopes and a lift for skiing 
zones, a zip line, cycle tracks, and a country park. 

The judges decision is now expected as the Messenger 
goes to print.

Re-inventing the allotments: 
explore creative partnerships to 
deliver a new attraction based on 
the allotment scheme (such as a 
city farm) and some other features 
such as an art and design studio, 
café and/or children's playground 
(for example). 

Household Waste 
Recycling Centre to 
remain, it's setting 
improved.

Wardsend Cemetery 
Heritage Park.

Crown copyright. All rights reserved. 10019916 2018.
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Unsung no more
Story by Fran Belbin | Photo by Talib Hussain

An unsung war veteran from Burngreave has been 
recognised by the Lord Lieutenant for South Yorkshire, the 
Lord Mayor and city councillors. Mr Ghulam Mohammed 
was honoured at Sheffield Town Hall on 9th October.

The Messenger visited Mr Mohammed, who will be 104 
in December (but is still amazingly sprightly) to hear his 
memories.

He was born in what is now Pakistan, when the country 
was all one with India. When he was young he joined and 
trained in the Indian army, which came to the assistance 
of the Allies during WWII.  Leaving India, he made himself 
a solemn promise: “Whatever happens, even if I become 
injured or die, I promise that I will go and fight from my 
heart.”

During the fighting his camp was targeted by the enemy 
and saw the commander of his unit shot dead.  Held 
hostage by the Japanese for two months in Burma, he was 
eventually rescued by another battalion.  Following this he 
continued to fight across Burma, even when he had broken 
his fingers from handling the rifles. He still gets pain in his 
fingers from this injury today.

After the war he moved to East Bengal (now Bangladesh) 
following partition. The Queen visited Pakistan and offered 
a life in the UK to veterans who had supported the British 
war effort, which is how he became a citizen here in 
the early 1960’s.  He has lived in Burngreave ever since, 
working in the steel industry, and has gone on to have 8 
children and 14 grandchildren.

Mr Mohammed has several souvenirs from his army days, 
even though some of his medals were regrettably stolen. As 
well as medals he has his army discharge papers, showing 
that he was of ‘exemplary character’, and a card from the 
Queen in recognition of his 100th birthday.  He is delighted 
to have finally been honoured by his adopted home city.

Silk postcards from the 
trenches of WWI
Story by Saleema Imam

Soldiers in WWI would send letters, souvenirs and 
postcards back to their family and friends. Some of the 
most popular items sent back were hand embroidered 
postcards, known as WWI Silks, which had been created 
by French and Belgian women. 

The postcards depicted here were sent back by soldiers 
serving on the western front, to members of their families 
in Pitsmoor. 

The family of Colin Levesley, pictured, and his in-laws, 
lived on Macro Street and Reginald Street beside the 
railway, streets now long gone in the 50’s slum clearance. 
Colin served in the Royal Field Artillery 98th Battery. His 
wife Lucy, nee Pickford, worked as a stoker in a munitions 
factory during the war.

More from this collection of postcards can be seen in the 
online edition of this issue on our website.

Friends of Burngreave Cemetery are also displaying more 
such cards in the Cemetery Chapel, in their exhibition 
commemorating the end of WWI. The Chapel is open 
between 12 noon and 2pm on Sundays.
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Contact us now on: 07497 105 151 or email us: carpethut@mail.com

• Laminates• LVT• Carpets • Vinyl

We won’t be beaten on price!
(We promise!)

At Carpet Hut we’re a family run 
business that strive to provide an 
excellent customer service

- Wide range of flooring 

- We bring the flooring to you

- Available 7 days a week including 
evenings & weekends

- Free estimating

- Choose within the comfort of your 
own home

- No hidden costs

- Family run business

Carpet Hut
We bring the flooring to you!

carpetshut carpethut



www.burngreavemessenger.org8

On patrol in Page Hall
Story by Tamikka Reid | Photo by Kim

The Page Hall street wardens, more formally known as 
environmental enforcement officers, have been patrolling 
the area - as well as Grimesthorpe, Darnall and Tinsley 
- with the aim of improving the physical appearance of 
Sheffield’s environment. 

The team consists of six outreach and community workers 
and three street wardens: Christine Roberts, Paul Ibbotson 
and Steve Crosland. They’re based at the Earl Marshall 
Youth Club. 

The street wardens successfully reduce fear of crime 
and deter antisocial behaviour by patrolling the areas, 
reminding residents not to dump their unwanted 
belongings outside and fining those who do. 

On the job, they go around and tape up anything that is 
a hazard and has been dumped in the streets. They look 
for evidence to locate the person responsible for it, to fine 
them. However, if they’re unable to, they simply log the 
crime on an app and photograph it. This information is then 
sent to an organisation called Streets Ahead, who pick up 

the litter within 48 hours. The yellow tape acts as a warning 
to others, which discourages them from littering more. 
Logging the crime saves time and makes patrolling more 
efficient for the wardens.   

Having the wardens has been positive for the community 
as people sweep up their rubbish and if they’re asked to 
move their belongings from the streets they will without 
hesitation. This shows that locals respect the wardens 
and take on board what they’re saying; they change their 
littering habits.

Fun Palaces 2018
Story and photo by Abdul Hunnan

Fun Palaces are a campaign promoting community at the 
heart of the culture, with an annual weekend of action 
created by, for and with local people. 

This year it was held all over the UK on the 6th and 7th 
October. The Pitsmoor Adventure Playground Fun Palaces 
was on 6th October. It was a wonderful occasion, with 
people from different social and cultural backgrounds and 
communities attending.

Asmaa Chaudhry ran a friendly workshop mixing practical 
activities and a demonstration of teaching skills of henna 
pattern making. 

Asmaa told us:

“Fun Palaces is a brilliant and amazing idea to bring the 
community together and for people to spread and share 
their skills under one roof. Each of us has unique talents 
but with a little creativity you will find lots of ways to 
change people’s lives with love. Believe it or not, the 
hours you spend to help others in your community are 
better than sitting and chatting on social media. There 

is still so much in the world. This is what I’ve learnt 
from my existence in the world - if I can give help to one 
person, I do it”. 

Currently, Asmaa is running a women’s empowerment 
group on Thursdays 12 noon till 1.30pm at Burngreave 
Library. She is helping others to improve their wellbeing 
and providing a safe place for women to learn new skills 
and meet new people. She is making the next Fun Palaces 
event, and artists in any field can contact her at  
contact@asmaachaudhry.co.uk, or calling 07448 787 776.
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Fun, frivolity and fancy dress
Story and photos by Amy Hancock

Firth Park Academy’s Y6 open evening on 26th September 
was phenomenal, with staff from all departments donning 
costumes to bring the school to life. 

The Maths corridor transformed itself into Willy Wonka’s 
Chocolate Factory, English became Hogwarts, and 
Humanities had a corridor full of creepy mannequins. 
Visiting students embraced the evening, throwing 
themselves into the activities. The languages department 
provided international treats for the students, whilst in 
Science, teacher Ben Shore brought chemistry to life, as a 
mad scientist with a broken arm!

Principal Dean Jones stated:

“I loved sharing our Open Evening with over 250 families 
and their children. I was proud to hear the praise from 
parents for the manners and respect shown by our 

student leaders who took tours and talked so positively 
about FPA.” 

Staff and students worked together to bring the school to 
life through their costumes, activities and a  performance 
of the musical ‘Grease!’; the atmosphere was unavoidable.

The Pit-Monsters of Pitsmoor
Story by Deborah Blencowe 
Photos by Fran Belbin and Deborah Blencowe

There I was. All ready to do 
an article for the Burngreave 
Messenger. And was subjected to 
wearing an apron, surgical gloves 
and hairnet, in case I got covered in 
Monster slime!

Actors from the Paperfinch 
Theatre carried out a wonderful 
performance for the children who 
attended. Dr Bupe was the Grey 
team leader and Dr Batty was in 
charge of the yellow team. All the 
children were top scientists (the 
best in South Yorkshire) who were 
out in search of the Pit-Monsters.

The scientists needed to wear 
goggles in case they found a 
monster that would stare at you 
and turn you to stone. During the 
exploration, there were high levels 
of yukkiness.

Children were asked to solve 
puzzles, crack codes, collect 
feathers and outwit the monsters 
in this wonderful event created by 
The Paperfinch Theatre and all this 
took place at Pitsmoor Adventure 
Playground last month. All the 
children absolutely loved it.

Working together 
in Fir Vale
Story by Usman Yousaf

On Saturday 13th October Fir Vale 
Community Hub held a community 
litter pick. The plan was to tackle 
the residential streets behind  
Fir Vale Community Hub.

Local community were also joined 
by the Sheffield Roma Network and 
council Community Development 
Workers and uniformed Street 
Wardens. Local children witnessed 
what was going on, joined in 
picking litter, enjoyed the children’s 
activities and watched a community 
safety video translated into area 
relevant languages.

Fir Vale Community Hub had also 
built an alliance with Rotherham 
Friends Indeed who support litter-
picking events and were actively 
going about the streets strategically 
taking certain areas to pick up the 
litter. It’s working together that we 
can create positive change.
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Burngreave / Pitsmoor

Community 
Dementia Day
Tuesday 13th November 2018 
11am to 3pm

Verdon Recreation Centre 
Verdon Street, S3 9QS.

Come along and

• tell us what more you would 
like to see locally for people 
living with Dementia

• enjoy a free lunch and 
refreshments

• learn more about Dementia 
and what’s on offer

• try out a variety of 
activities including hand 
massage, henna painting and 
exercise

• become a Dementia Friend

For more information about 
the day, and to let us know you 
would like to come, contact:

dementiawelcomecafe@ 
gmail.com 

Or 07384 834 467 

Pitsmoor Community Dementia Day

SOAR Health and Wellbeing

DESMOND Course  
for the BME Community 
(Diabetes Education and Self Management  
for Ongoing and Newly Diagnosed)

6 week course learning about self-management tools for living with Diabetes   

Venue: Vestry Hall, 2 Burngreave Road, Sheffield S3 9DD.

Date and time: Starts Wednesday 7th November, then every Wednesday for 
6 weeks until 12th December 2018 – 11am – 1pm.

Contact: Naheen Mohammed to book a place or for more information.

Email: naheen.mohammed@soarcommunity.org.uk

Telephone: 0114 213 2591

The Burngreave/Pitsmoor 
Community Dementia Day is a 
project among colleagues from 
the Alzheimer’s Society, SOAR, 
Enrichment for the Elderly, and the 
Dementia? Welcome! Café. 

Sufferers of dementia may think 
there is not help available. We 
know there are a variety of 
resources out there, but it can be 
hard to find what suits you. 

The Burngreave area is diverse. The 
day is a chance to speak out and be 
listened to.

Coping with dementia is about 
more than the provision of 
services: having the support and 

awareness of your friends and 
family is important. The community 
day is for learning about making 
that happen through conversation 
and awareness. There will be an 
opportunity to become a Dementia 
Friend on the day or in the future. 

The Community Dementia Day 
is something of a celebration. So 
come along to Verdon Recreation 
Centre on Tuesday 13th November 
11am - 3pm

This event is for people to come 
together and look to the future 
needs of our community.

Hope to see you there!
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Burngreave residents joined a 
protest against the introduction of 
Universal Credit (UC), which will hit 
Sheffield next month. 

Marching down from Spital Hill, the 
group joined hundreds outside the 
Town Hall for a rally which heard 
from a variety of trade unionists 
and four Sheffield MPs, including 
Brightside’s Gill Furniss (pictured).

Olivia Blake, deputy leader of the 
council, told the crowd how SCC 
has worked with tenants’ rights 
group Acorn to ensure that no 
council tenant will face eviction 
due to arrears arising from UC. 
The rally also heard how Sheffield 
DWP workers (who will have to 
implement the benefit) will refuse 
to co-operate with the so-called 

‘rape clause’ that requires women 
with more than two children to 
be asked if they were conceived 
‘without their consent’.

The main call from the rally was 
clear though - the implementation 
of Universal Credit should be 
stopped now, and the system 
scrapped and replaced by one that 
is fair and that actually works. 

At present, only new claimants and 
those with significant changes to 
their claim will be made to go onto 
UC, but reports from other areas 
indicate many people are being 
pushed onto the benefit when they 
should not be. 

A group is being set up locally now 
to coordinate support for those 

affected by UC, and to campaign  
to halt its implementation. The 
Messenger will report on its 
activities, and how to join it, in 
future editions.

Windrush generation longing to belong   
Story and photo by Graham Jones

On 29th September 2018, St James Church on Scott Road 
held a party, marking Windrush. The Empire Windrush 
was a ship that transported Caribbeans to the UK during 
a labour shortage. The term ‘Windrush’ covers those who 
came from the West Indies and beyond in the fifties and 
sixties.

On arrival in the UK, many faced low wages and appalling 
abuse. Even today, these same people and their 
descendants still face discrimination.

Many people attended the party. There were lovely old 
photos, detailed presentations and food provided by the 
congregation.

Some people there told me how when they first 
came to Sheffield, they visited different churches but 
felt uncomfortable at them. However, they said the 
congregation at St James had wholeheartedly welcomed 
them.

Some 330 children of Jamaican parents were baptised here 
between 1956 and 1968 and 175 weddings took place.

Zadie Orr, who came from Jamaica as a child, led the 
prayers. I chatted with people who remembered the 
‘strong’ Marjorie Saunders, a deacon at the church from 
1966-1976. Marjorie was the only Burngreave resident to 
be nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize.

I saw ‘Longing to Belong’, a film about racism endured by 
the Windrush generation, and a powerful film focussing on 
the injustice served upon them. I had a sensational time 
and didn’t want the day to end.

“Stop and scrap” Universal Credit
Story by Carrie Hedderwick | Photo by Richard Belbin
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Basan kadhi
Recipe and photo by Asmaa Chaudhry 

Recipes from our readers

Kadhi is a popular North Indian dish, made with gram 
flour and full fat yogurt as main ingredients along with 
various spices and pakoras dipped in it. 

This tasty gram flour curry has fried pakoras in a  
beautiful seasoned pool of chickpea gravy, when served 
along with white rice or chapatti this makes for a great 
traditional meal.

Ingredients
• 3 cups full fat yoghurt

• 1 cup gram flour

• 1 tsp turmeric  

• 1 tsp chilli powder

• Salt to taste

• 1 tsp garam masala

• ½ tsp dried fenugreek 
leaves

• 6 cups water

• ¼ cup cooking oil

• 2 tsp cumin seeds 

• One onion 

For pakoras 

• 1 cup gram flour

• Salt to taste 

• Red chilli to taste 

• Fresh coriander chopped

• 1 cup fresh spinach 

• 1 medium size onion

How to make besan kadhi  
1. Mix the gram flour and yoghurt and blend it to make a  

smooth paste

2. Add yogurt gradually to the mixture to form a smooth 
paste, and then add the water. 

3. Heat the oil in a large saucepan ; add the chopped onion 
and fry until brown then add some water, turmeric, chilli 
powder and salt and the whole red chillies.

4. When the gravy paste has thickened, add the flour and 
yogurt mixture and bring to a boil.

5. Simmer over a low heat till it thickens a bit. From time to 
time add some water or it will  be too thick. 

6. When the oil floating into curry, it means it is fully 
cooked now.

7. Garnish with dried fenugreek leaves and add some 
pakoras.

Prepare the pakoras:
1. Mix the ingredients listed above into a smooth batter 

with enough water to form a thick dropping consistency. 
Let the batter rest for at least 15 minutes.

2. In a frying pan, heat 1/2 cup of oil.

3. Beat the pakora mixture till light and fluffy and add 
teaspoons full of the mixture.

4. Reduce heat to medium and fry the pakoras.

5. When the pakoras fluff up, and the base becomes 
golden-brown, turn them over and brown on the other 
side.

6. Scoop out the pakoras from the oil and drop them into 
a kadahi. Repeat this procedure with the rest of the 
mixture.

7. Transfer the hot kadahi into a serving dish and serve 
with white rice or chapatti
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As made for the People’s Kitchen Pitsmoor during their 
October open day, this recipe from Ben Key makes use of 
ceps he foraged from near Grenoside Woods. We wouldn’t 
recommend picking wild mushrooms unless you are sure 
you know what you’re doing though!

Ingredients 
(serves 2)
• 300g fresh mushrooms

• 75g butter

• 2 tbsp olive oil

• 4 shallots (or 2 small 
onions)

• 1 large garlic clove, 
peeled and chopped

• 850ml mushroom, 
chicken or vegetable 
stock

• 150g Arborio or other 
risotto rice

• 2 tbsp fresh chopped 
parsley

• 50g grated Parmesan 
(plus extra to serve)

• Salt and pepper to taste

Method
1. Slice the mushrooms into small pieces.

2. Melt 15g of butter with 1 tbsp olive oil over a medium 
heat and gently sauté till soft.

3. Bring the stock to a simmer then turn down to very low.

4. Add the rice to the buttery onion and stir for a minute 
or two. 

5. Turn the heat down on the risotto pan and add a ladleful 
of hot stock to the rice, stirring occasionally until it is 
absorbed. Repeat with a second ladleful, and keep going 
until the rice is tender (about 20 minutes).

6. While the rice is cooking, melt a knob of butter 
with another tablespoon of olive oil then add the 
mushrooms and seasoning. Sauté for ten minutes until 
the mushrooms are tender. Stir in the parsley and keep 
warm until the rice has finished cooking. 

7. When the rice is cooked to your taste, add the remaining 
butter and the Parmesan. Cover the pan for two minutes 
then stir in the melted butter and cheese, adding 
seasoning to taste. 

8. Spoon into warmed dishes adding the rice and any 
leftover juices over the top, and serve with extra grated 
Parmesan.

Yemen sweet vermicelli 
Recipe by Surtag Hack

• 3 cups of water

• 2 cups of vermicelli

• 3/4 cups of white sugar – I used 
only 1/2 to reduce sugar intake

• A little oil

• Seeds nuts and spices

Start by toasting some chopped 
nuts and seeds, almonds, 
cardamom, whatever you like then 
put them to one side.

Next, in a pan brown the vermicelli 
until it is golden brown - watch out 
so it does not burn. Add just enough 
water to cover the vermicelli and 
reduce the heat. Wait for the water 
to be almost all gone and test 
the tenderness of the vermicelli 
to make sure it is done. Add the 
sugar and stir well, cook for more 5 
minutes then turn off the heat. Stir 
in the toasted seeds and nuts, and 
sprinkle on coconut flakes. Enjoy.

Anthony Bourdain 
on meals:

“Meals make the society, 
hold the fabric together 
in lots of ways that were 
charming and interesting 
and intoxicating to me.  
The perfect meal, or the 
best meals, occur in a 
context that frequently 
has very little to do with 
the food itself.”

Wild mushroom risotto
Made by Ben Key | Photo by Tim Neal
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Burngreave Foodbank - say no to hunger
Story and photo by Suman Shreshta

Burngreave Foodbank is helping local people in crisis, as 
part of a nationwide network of foodbanks; supported by 
the Trussell Trust.

A simple box of food makes a big difference. Collecting 
food from various supermarkets, churches and schools, 
it can help stop not just hunger, but housing loss, family 
breakdown and mental health issues too.

People turn up with a voucher supplied by various support 
agencies, including social services, schools and citizens’ 
advice centres. While a food parcel is being prepared, 
clients will be offered drinks and can speak with some of 
the volunteers at the foodbank.

Centre manager, Rachel Snow told us:

“We are not trained advisors. We do not try to solve their 
problem but we can ‘signpost’ people to other agencies 
who may be able to offer their support. Our aim is to 
ensure people leave feeling hopeful that someone cares.”

One asylum-seeking family said: 

“We were like a car running without fuel before we knew 
about the foodbank. We felt re-energized after receiving 
a food parcel!” Another client said, “The beauty of the 
foodbank is that you feel as though there is always 

someone there for you and that someone cares about 
you.”

Since opening in 2012, Burngreave Foodbank has handed 
out over 7,600 parcels of food.

“We are amazed at the generosity of those who give us 
these collections. Donors may never be able to see the 
person you helped or hear their own ‘thank you’ but it is 
only because of your contribution that they were able to be 
helped at all.” Rachel said.

Burngreave Foodbank opens three days a week (Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 2-4pm). Further details can be 
found on the website at www.burngreave.foodbank.org.uk

Fine and filling food at the Mangla
Story and photo by Nick Cleeve

Food is the focus at Spital Hill's 
Mangla restaurant, providing 
some of the finest Asian cuisine 
in the city in a no frills, relaxed, 
atmosphere. The restaurant has 
been held in high regard for many 
years with customers coming far 
and wide to either eat in or take 
out, and on our visit the chefs 
didn't disappoint.

Within seconds of being seated 
we were nibbling on poppadoms 
while perusing the wide menu. 
Fancying something different from 
my usual dansak or tikka masala I 
chose a vegetable methi, a delicate 

dish made with fenugreek and not 
a dish I'd seen on a menu prior to 
Mangla. My partner chose bengan 
bhaji. Being an aubergine dish 
it had a smooth and deep initial 
flavour with a lovely spicy tail. Our 

friendly waiter had asked how hot 
we wanted our dishes and we were 
pleased that the filling portions 
matched our wishes perfectly. Even 
though we shared a generous pilau 
rice and a frankly enormous (and 
delicious) garlic and coriander naan 
we would have struggled to eat 
much more! And the whole meal 
was remarkably cheap - around £16 
for the two of us (without drinks – 
Mangla isn't licensed but customers 
can bring alcoholic beverages if they 
wish). I would have expected to 
pay considerably more for a meal 
of such quality, however I can now 
afford to go again very soon!
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Black History Month at the library
Story by Erica Patterson | Photos by Marcia Layne

Black History Month is a time in the year to focus on the 
legacy and current day position of people of Black African 
heritage. It can be seen as a focused time to celebrate a 
vast array of themes that reflect Black African heritage. 

Initially created by Carter G Woodson in 1926, Black History 
month is evolving in its own unique way in the UK. There 
is a growing interest in how Black Africans have influenced 
world civilizations for thousands of years. This includes 
among many things the powerful impact of early Egyptian 
Kingdoms such as Kemet, the influence of Black Africa on 
Greek knowledge and the Black African presence in Europe 
throughout in ancient, medieval, and modern history.

We are looking to reflect the growing interests in Black 
History and Black literature as we develop the ‘Black 
Collection’ offered in the library (pictured above).

Are there themes, authors, or subjects that you think could 
be included? Are there books you could suggest that reflect 

your background? If so, you can fill in comment slips at 
the library or you can share suggestions on their Facebook 
page or Twitter.

Three years of a volunteer library
Story by Kim | Photo by Jodie Adams

On 5th October, Burngreave 
Library marked its third year of 
being volunteer run. Volunteers 
continue to work hard, alongside 
other community groups, such as 
Burngreave TARA and the Friends 
of Burngreave Library. 

Margaret Hill, volunteer, treasurer 
of the TARA and Friends of 
Burngreave library, told me:

“The library is so much more than 
a place to pick up and return 
books, lots of activities take 
here, including ESOL classes, 
IT classes and women’s groups 
and are delivered by different 
organisations including WEA and 
ACT.”

Sam Humphrey said:

“It has been a fabulous three years 
working alongside some lovely 

people and meeting folk from the 
area. I am a huge believer in the 
value of books, and reading and 
my work in the arts stems directly 
from this love of fact and fiction 
readily available in books and so 
libraries. 

“I’m proud of the Shakespeare 
Showtime workshops and just 
very proud to part of a great 

team of conscientious people 
who see the clear need for a 
library in this incredibly rich 
cultural part of Sheffield.”

Christine Ramsey chooses to 
volunteer, as it is an enriching 
experience. She has enjoyed 
performing story time with the 
children and she likes the people 
she volunteers with.
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Mark and Talib

Wensley TARA and Wensley 

Community Centre.

• Friday 30th November, 

6pm – 7pm

Contact: 0114 203 7562
https://northeastsheffield.wordpress.com/

Mark Jones

07500 764 202 

(Mobile) 

mark.jonescllr@

sheffield.gov.uk

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall) 

Surgery dates 

Firshill Tenants’ and Residents’ 

Association, 11 Firshill Glade, S4 

7DX.

• Tuesday 20th November 

10.30am – 12noon

Jackie Drayton

0114 243 5388 

(Home) 

jackie.drayton@

sheffield.gov.uk

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall)

Surgery dates

Burngreave Library, 

Sorby House, 42 Spital Hill.

• Saturday 10th November 

• Saturday 8th December  

11am - 12.15pm

Local Councillors and 
surgery dates

As local councillors, we are aware we have many wonderful people in our 

area, all of them wanting to make a difference for the people of our fantastic 

community. 

So it was brilliant to hear that ‘The Burngreave Active Collective’ won the 

‘Move More Power of Sport Award 2018’, at the Olympic Legacy Park’s 

Celebration of Sport Event.  

The Collective is a group of organisations all involved in ‘Active Burngreave’ 

(ACT, Fir Vale Community Hub, Ellesmere Youth Project, Pitsmoor 

Adventure Playground, Sheffield Futures, and MAAN Somali mental health, 

Mothers of Burngreave, Somali Disability Group, Green City Action and 

SAGE Greenfingers). They bring the community together to build on the 

local assets and skills of local people to help local people lead healthier and 

active lifestyles at the same time as training a group of 70 local volunteers 

to support over 1,000 Burngreave people to take part in activities each week 

over the last 2 years.

Safiya Saeed, Kathryn Mudge, Sahal Barre, Tes Awoke and Abdul Malik 

collected the award on behalf of all the organisations involved in the Active 

Burngreave Collective, at the English Institute of Sport.

Well done to all those involved and many thanks for all their hard work.

Local Area Partnership meeting

The Local Area Partnership (made up of the four wards in north-east 

Sheffield) will be meeting on Wednesday 28th November at the Vestry Hall. 

We will be discussing Active Burngreave: Local Policing (with South 

Yorkshire police), and Universal Credit and the effects of welfare reform 

(with Sheffield CAB). 

The meeting begins at 6pm. If you are interested in attending, please contact 

Pam Grant, on pam.grant@sheffield.gov.uk or call 0114 203 7562

More power to Active Burngreave
Story by Councillors Talib Hussain, Mark Jones and Jackie Drayton

Talib Hussain

0114 273 5380  

(Town Hall) 

talib.hussain@

sheffield.gov.uk

Surgery dates 

Firvale Community Hub (PACA), 

127 Page Hall Road,

• Thursday 15th November 

2pm – 3pm
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Community choir makes a difference
Story by Adrian Lake | Photo by Steph Oliver-Beech

On Thursday 11th October I went to the Welcome Centre 
in Christ Church on Nottingham Street for the taster 
session about joining Sheffield Community Choir. 

Steph Oliver-Beech told me that at least a dozen people 
attended the session. The choir was set up around five 
years ago by director Janine Dyer, a professional singer. 
Through Janine the choir have access to brilliant musicians 
including keyboardists, guitarists, bass guitarists and 
percussionists.

The oldest member of Sheffield Community Choir is in her 
eighties and the youngest are in their twenties. Jennie, 

one of the longest serving members, said that she felt 
“the choir must make a difference to the area” and she is 
“thrilled” to be involved in it because of the message of the 
gospel songs: 

“It’s like a family and we have a helpful, loving 
atmosphere. Members from all over Sheffield and even 
outside of the city have joined. The choir has a huge 
range in levels of experience. There are about forty 
members and it continues to grow.

“The songs are all taught by ear, we have no auditions 
and we don't use sheet music” said Steph. Members pay 
a small fee to cover the hire of the hall and to contribute 
towards musicians' expenses.

“It is more important to have the right attitude, to be 
committed, to attend practices regularly and to treat 
other members with respect and kindness.”  

The choir perform regularly, both locally and further afield.  
Within the last year, they have sung in London, around 
South Yorkshire and were even invited to perform a special  
concert for a Church in Skegness. They have several dates  
coming up in the run up to Christmas - to follow the choir 
visit www.sheffieldcommunitychoir.co.uk or find them on 
Facebook www.facebook.com/sheffieldcommunitychoir

People’s Kitchen cooking for the community
Story by Emma L Koch | Picture by the Live Projects team

For the past six weeks People’s Kitchen Pitsmoor (PKP) 
and a ‘Live Projects’ team from the University of Sheffield 
have been working together at Abbeyfield House to 
create a vision for a place that celebrates the diversity of 
Pitsmoor and brings people of different cultures together 
through sharing recipes and food. 

This year, seventeen students have worked with PKP to plan 
for the conversion of the stables at Abbeyfield House into 
a community kitchen café. Weekly meetings at the house, 
along with conversations with local residents and three 
participation events, identified our key aims: identifying 
and unlocking the potential of the stables, increasing public 
knowledge of PKP and developing a sustainable model for 
the stables.

With the work produced the Live Project team hope the 
People's Kitchen continues to grow! If you would like to 

get involved PKP meet on the third Wednesday of every 
month, at Abbeyfield House at 7:30pm. They are always 
looking for volunteers and fresh input! Keep up to date on 
the facebook page People’s Kitchen Pitsmoor.
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Anna-Mercedes Wear - the people’s potter
Story by Nico Hall and Anne Smithies | Photo by Ben Boswell

The ceramicist Anna-Mercedes 
Wear died this September of 
cancer at St Luke’s Hospice with 
family beside her. Anna lived in 
Firth Park and had her art studio 
at Manor Oaks. Well known in 
Burngreave and Sheffield for her 
distinctive work, teaching and 
community activities, Anna is also 
nationally recognised for her art 
and has exhibited throughout the 
UK.

Anna was born in London in 1965.  
Her mother was Irish and her father 
Russian. Anna was proud being the 
child of immigrant parents. 

Before settling in Sheffield in 1995, 
Anna moved around the UK. She 
grew up in Sussex, did an HND 
in ceramics in Croydon, a degree 
in Edinburgh and was artist in 
residence in Farnham. She worked 
with the cerebral palsy charity 
Paces Sheffield. Anna, Richard 
(husband) and their two children, 
who attended St Catherine’s and Fir 
Vale schools, lived in Firth Park from 
2000.

Anna had ambition. She wasn’t 
happy if she wasn’t being creative 
and making a difference. She was 
always looking out for opportunities 
to do so, while encouraging and 
supporting others to do so too.  
Anna was passionate about families 
and concerned with women’s 
issues. She loved the outdoors; 
walking the Sheffield outskirts and 
spending time on her allotment 

with her children making (and 
sharing) homemade preserves.

Anna worked as a community 
artist in schools and community 
groups. She was involved in the 
Firth Park and Abbeyfield Festivals, 
Burngreave Voices project, 
delivering workshops on Christmas 
wreaths, lantern making and willow 
projects, including the willow dome 
at the Firth Park Clock Tower.  

She taught pottery classes through 
the WEA at  Fir Vale and Firth 
Park schools, independently her 
own studio and at the Yorkshire 
Sculpture Park. Anna exhibited her 
sculptures at Cupola Gallery locally, 
from Sussex to Scotland and at 
annual ceramic fairs nationwide.

The last show that Anna attended 
was the Earth & Fire International 
Ceramic Fair in June 2018 held at 
The Harley Gallery near Worksop.  
Visitors were asked to vote for their 
favourite potter. Anna won the 2018 
People’s Potter award.

The importance of fitness
Story by Safwan, Hatib, Mufassar, Danny and Saif from Ellesmere Youth Project

Fitness is the key to a healthy, happy life. It is not hard to 
achieve what I am doing it, only involves dedication and 
small simple steps. 

One benefit of doing fitness is that it will improve fitness 
levels; it will also protect you from certain disease such as 
heart disease. Another benefit for being fit is that it builds 
confidence for those who are weak. 

Fitness is movement that steadily removes stress; it also 
takes your mind of things happening around you and helps 
you concentrate body and mind as well as many other 
benefits that will keep you healthy. Did you know that fat 
leaves your body through your sweat? Fitness allows you to 

eat more and gives you energy to continue. Fitness is key 
but as well as fitness, you need sleep. 

The famous footballer called Cristiano Ronaldo proves this 
to us. Ronaldo sleeps a minimum of eight hours a night for 
the best performance. Having trained for four weeks, I feel 
much fitter and confident. Towards the start of 2018, I was 
unable to perform certain exercises and now I am able to 
perform all the exercises without help. 

I feel much more confident, and believe that I will never 
fail in life; this keeps me going in all my challenges. I now 
feel hubristic. We have also been training as a group once a 
week for a couple hours, and results are starting to show!
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Pashto

 [salam] (sa-LAAM)    

 [ddēra manəna] (DDEH-ra ma-NE-na)

Slovak

Dobrý deň (DOH-bree deñ)    

Ďakujem (JAH-koo-yehm)

Shiloh United Church of Christ has been serving in 
Sheffield for 52 years. Recently Shiloh organised ‘The 
Annual Concert 2018’, part of their many activities. 

The programme started at 5:30pm on 6th October. The 
main hall was already transformed to the music theatre. 
Sister Denise, the Shiloh Choir director and lead singer, 
performed with high energy in that fantastic spiritual 
atmosphere. “You deserve my praise O Lord… I am a 
Christian Warrior” made everyone sing and dance. All 
national and international guests were enjoyed and 
involved themselves in that environment.

The presence of national and international bishops made 
the event more special and memorable. Pastors Devon and 
Beverly Marrett said: 

“It is a great privilege to encourage the hearts of God’s 
people to pursue earnestly the plan of God for their lives, 
so that when our brethren look back fifty years before 
us they too will be able to celebrate what God has done 
through our lives and also see how our sacrifices today 
have impacted those around us”.

Congregation member Mr Neville-Curate said:

“This kind of event brings people together, socialising, 
united and helps to spread love and positivity in the 
community. The church continues with activities and 
programmes to help teach, educate, discipline and 
mentor people so that they will succeed in life and be 
more responsible.”

For more details contact shilohunitedchurch@gmail.com

Walking to Romania
Story by Tom Hughes

The Walking for Purpose project ran in Burngreave 
working with both Aspiring Communities Together 
and Burngreave Works. Together we ran 29 walks and 
employability sessions from 9th July – 21st September. 

In total we had 56 different individuals access the project 
and over 452 attendances across the ten week programme. 
This wasn’t including the children and young people who 
came along with their parents during the Summer Holidays.

The project took in walks to various parks and greenspaces 
locally including Firth Park, Concord Park and Longley Park 
as well as Wincobank Woods and Parkwood Spring and 
the group also headed further afield to both Endcliffe and 
Graves Parks. The group were accompanied by fantastic 
staff and volunteers from Aspiring Communities Together 

and Burngreave Works who worked with the participants 
on their English skills and helped them to improve their 
activity levels by racking up over 1388 miles between them 
over the Summer. That’s the equivalent of Walking from 
Sheffield to the Romanian capital city of Bucharest!!

The group also completed a number of employability of 
workshops, working with the WEA on Confidence, Self 
Esteem and Job applications as well as an Emergency First 
Aid at Work Course. 

We will be continuing the project in partnership with 
Aspiring Communities Together during the Autumn with 
a walk starting from Aspiring Communities Together on 
Wednesday Mornings at 11am from 10th October 2018.

Musical Shiloh Rocks Burngreave
Story by Suman Shreshta

Hello and thank you
Kurdish

slav             

spas
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Basil Griffith library reopening
Story by Emilio Mussi | Photo by Richard Belbin

The Basil Griffith Library has reopened in SADACCA. Basil 
Griffith was a teacher and local educator. He took a great 
interest in educating Afro Caribbean youth, and today the 
reopening of the library with his name signifies that his 
legacy still lives on.

John Kamora, a library volunteer said that the library aims 
to “provide a hub where members of the community can 
learn from each other, share knowledge, access books, 
attend workshops and join social groups, all which are 
intended to bring people together.”

“The library acts as a vessel to preserve our culture. It 
holds information on the experiences, contributions and 
journeys of people of African descent. History is usually 
passed down through generations via word of mouth; 
however, it can be forgotten, lost or discarded. Through 
books, films and historians, people can be reconnected 
and have a better understanding of historical 
achievements, resistances and political climates.”

The library is open to people of all ages and cultures, but 
the majority of content featured revolves around Black 
British authors and authors of the Diaspora, but the library 
also has a large selection of comics and children’s books.

The Library is open from 11:30am to 1:30pm and 3-6pm 
on Thursdays, but with more volunteers there may be an 
opportunity to expand the hours.

The Library is currently looking for motivated volunteers to 
contribute to their project. If you would like to get involved, 
you can contact either: Jalex2010@hotmail.co.uk or 
Johnkam353@hotmail.com

Or look forward to updates being posted on SADACCA’s 
website at www.sadacca.co.uk

I belong to Burngreave - Brian Holland
Story and photo by James Woollen

Brian trained as a painter at the 
Chesterfield College of art, then 
went on to gain his teacher training 
qualification whilst running an 
evening pottery class. Brian also 
had a studio at the Harley Gallery 
Nottinghamshire. 

At the age of 52 Brian had had 
enough of teaching and filling in 
the paperwork so he established 
a studio with the organisation 
Yorkshire Art Space 15 years ago. 
He has a list of formal professional 
qualifications including a MA in Art 
and design.  

Brian has lived in Burngreave for the 
past two years, and considers the 
area his home. 

He would like to see “all parts of 
Sheffield equalised and more of 
social unity and respect.”

He aims to achieve social inclusion 
by helping to create community 
art in Abbeyfield Park. He has been 
involved with Abbeyfield house by 
running raku clay firing sessions 

Brian’s artwork reflects his interest 
in physical motion, and the fact that 
as a young man he wanted to be a 
dancer. He is inspired by landscapes, 
seascapes and tactile exploration.  

Brian’s upcoming show will be 
taking place at the open studio’s 
weekend from 17th November until 
18th November.
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Letters may be edited for space

A safe space at the library
Dear Messenger,

I agree with Mr Vaughan in the last issue of The Messenger 
that it would be good to have a fully-funded, professionally-
staffed library in Burngreave. However, I take issue with 
his implication that the current volunteer-staffed library is 
somehow failing young people in the community

The library is used by children on a daily basis, from pre-
schoolers to young adults, whether to borrow books, use 
computers, read stories with their parents or simply to 
find a quiet corner to read for a while. We have regular 
school visits. A couple of dozen children just completed 
the annual Summer Reading Challenge and received their 
certificates and medals from the Lord Mayor. We have a 
very busy homework club, storytime sessions, and in the 
school holidays we run craft and activity events and drama 
workshops. I doubt there are many branch libraries in the 
city that do more.

As for his claim that the library is not a neutral safe 
space, the fact that the library is in Sorby House with a 
permanently-staffed reception area makes it more safe not 
less. Indeed, the library has been officially designated as a 
public Safe Space where vulnerable or troubled people can 
find a temporary refuge from the street where they will be 
welcomed and cared for till they’re ready to return.

Martin Jordin (one of the volunteers)

Dear Messenger,

Martin Vaughan wrote a letter expressing concern about 
the state of the grounds of the former library on Spital Hill, 
now owned by Rock Christian Centre. 

Can we assure Martin that we do a litter sweep at least 
once a week and have now collected in excess of 1,500 
needles, many knives, as well as countless sacks of rubbish. 
We also pay a contractor to try to keep control of the rat 
infestation caused by the large amount of food remnants 
dumped on the site from customers of the many takeaways 
on Spital Hill. We also have a contractor who helps to keep 
control of the trees and plants on the site.

The litter problem on the site has been greatly increased 
by the relocation of the bus stop right outside our office 
entrance. It is sad to see so many bus passengers sit on our 
wall and discard their cans, wrappers, unwanted clothes 
and shopping over the wall, when there is a street bin 
adjacent to the bus stop!

We urge all Burngreave people, young and old, to take 
pride in Spital Hill, their local community high street, and 
to discard their rubbish in the council street bins provided. 
In particular we appeal to drug users to dispose of their 
needles and paraphernalia in a responsible manner, not on 
a site that is often used by children and vulnerable adults.        

Jon Watts, Senior Pastor – Rock Christian Centre 

Dear Messenger,

Mr Vaughan (Letters, Messenger 137) is confused about the 
status of Burngreave Library.  The library is not "in SOAR" 
but in Sorby House, alongside Burngreave's one stop shop 
for Council services, where it has been for the last four 
years.  In response to enormous government cuts to the 
local authority budget, Sheffield City Council, the Friends 
of Burngreave Library and SOAR now work in partnership 
to keep vital library services available to the people of 
Burngreave. This is only possible through the great work of 
the library's dedicated team of volunteers.

I do share Mr Vaughan's concerns about the sustainability 
of a volunteer-run model in the longer term, however, and 
would encourage him and other Messenger readers to join 
the 10,000 signatories who have signed the e-petition at 
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/228742, which is 
seeking a parliamentary debate on the funding future of 
library services.

Fran Belbin 

Lost post - £20 reward
Some readers will know that Rock Christian Centre saved 
the little chapel on Handley Street from closure back in 
2016 and have transformed it into ‘The Lighthouse.’ This is  
a drop in centre for the needy, homeless and addicts, where 
they can have a shower, breakfast, and fresh clothes on a 
Friday morning. ‘The Lighthouse’ is also the location of the 
‘Word 4 Weapons’ gun and knife surrender bin that has 
been featured in Messenger 135. RCC also use the building 
as a prayer centre and for other events and activities. 

At the end of August 2018, a solicitor sent all the original 
legal documents of the chapel to the centre’s Spital Hill 
address. Sadly, the postman delivered this big envelope 
to an unknown address where, someone called Hussein, 
signed for the it at 10:02am on Thursday August 30th. 
The legal papers have no value to anyone else, and the 
Land Registry have copies, but it is sad that all the original 
historical documents have been lost. The lost envelope 
is probably lying in someone’s house or business. Rock 
Christian Centre would be happy to give £20 to anyone who 
delivered the envelope with all the papers in, to our offices 
177-195 Spital Hill (behind the bus stop on Spital Hill.) 

Jon Watts, Senior Pastor
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The quiz - still lost in Burngreave
Brought to you by quizmaster Graham Jones

Well I’ve really done it this time!

My hands are on a rust coloured piece of metal about 2.5 
metres tall on which, further up, there are bigger hands 
than mine. The heather is up to my knees in this rare piece 
of lowland heath. I have just walked past a big gun and 
a couple of boats. Before that I saw some very colourful 

fish. In the distance I can see the start of the Peak District. 
Where I am standing used to be part of a deer park in 
the Middle Ages. Guess what? The deer are back! But 
you are much more likely to see a bird similar to the one 
whose wings I am touching now. Are you sure I’m still in 
Burngreave?

Last issue’s answer: I was at the Burngreave Knot, the sculpture outside Vestry Hall

Ellesmere Children Centre - rising to the top
Story by  Haseeb Siddiq

Ellesmere Children’s Centre 
manager, Dr Sharon Curtis, has 
been short-listed as a Nursery 
Manager of the Year finalist in 
the Nursery World 2018 awards. 
The awards continue to grow in 
quality importance and reputation, 
‘shining a light’ on best practise in 
the sector. 

Ellesmere Children’s Centre is 
an ambassador for early years 
education, rewarded for its 
excellence in diversity, transcultural 

play and early education. In the 
summer, the centre hosted an 
visit from Professor Michael M 

Patte, of Bloomsburg University 
of Pennsylvania, and some of 
his students. The professor and 
his students were thrilled with 
the nursery and the value of 
transcultural care. 

One of the students said:

‘’Thank you so much for having 
us at Ellesmere! It is a fantastic 
centre, I loved the sensory corner 
when you first walked in as well 
as the classrooms. It's clear the 
kids really love it there” 

Carry on camping 
Story and photo by Gillian Andrews

The 186th St Catherine’s guides 
teamed up with the 39th 
Wisewood Unit to hold a ‘back to 
basics’ camp at Hesley Wood. 

St Catherine's Ranger leader, Kirsty 
Andrews, is undertaking her Forest 
School exams and she showed 
the girls how to do first aid in the 
outdoors. 

The camp began with the favourite 
toasted marshmallows. On the 
Saturday the girls went to the local 
supermarket and bought food they 
could cook on the fire for dinner. 

They also did den building and had a 
competition for the best tent being 
put up correctly. 

The girls enjoyed the camp so 
much, with one, Marley Winston, 
saying “can we camp again soon?” 
Not quite the right weather but we 
are going camping again in May 
next year. 

This type of experience helps the 
girls make new friends and builds 
confidence alongside having so 
much fun.
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3 VERTICAL
BLINDS

£89*

5 VERTICAL
BLINDS
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3 ROLLER
BLINDS

£99*

*Selected cream & white fabrics
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FREE Design 
& Consultation
Request a no obligation quote at your home. 
We offer free installation on all our blinds.

Motorise 
your
blinds
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