
with FoodWorks for Schools. 
One such school, Oasis Academy 
Watermead, have worked closely 
with the project for some time.
The schools pastoral manager, Mrs  
Singleton, said: 

“We are happy to support the 
Real Junkfood Project, and it is 
going really well. Parents find it 
helpful, and we are always there 
to support and help our parents 
in many ways.”

The project is currently based in a 
temporary warehouse on Carlisle 
Street, and the project team are 
hoping to remain in the area due 
to their strong community links. Jo 
told us:

“We are hoping to stay in 
Burngreave because we have 
got good links with the local 
community and also the many 
different nationalities helping out 
on any one day.”
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Fundraising to fight food waste
Story by Suman Shrestha | Photo by Leigh Singleton

The Real Junk Food Project is an 
award winning non-profit social 
enterprise, saving food from being 
wasted and making it available to 
the people of Sheffield is widely 
appreciated.

On 20th November they launched a 
campaign to raise £50,000 to create 
‘Sheffield’s first sustainable food 
hub.’ Working through the website 
crowdfunding.com, they are 
offering various rewards for those 
who support their work.

Under the leadership of Jo 
Hercberg, and now with over two 
hundred volunteers, the project 
combines feeding the hungry with 
tackling climate change. The project 
runs pay as you feel cafes, the 
Sharehouse Market, FoodWorks 
for schools and popular catering 
functions.

One family who regularly visit the 
market said:

“We are very much thankful to this 
project. Our house is filled with 
food, our kids are enjoying the 
fresh food.”

Jo said:

“We set up the project to raise 
awareness of food waste, but it 
took off really quickly. Over the 
years we have saved 319 tonnes 
of food from going to waste.”

Many parents find it helpful and 
worthy when they have contact 

The Real Junkfood Market opens Monday to Saturday from 1 to 3pm. 
For more information, see www.realjunkfoodsheffield.com

To support their campaign, visit 
www.crowdfunder.co.uk/food-works-for-sheffield
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The Messenger office will be 
closed over the holidays from 
21st December, re-opening on 7th 
January. Our phone lines and emails 
will still be working though, so if 
you do have a story, let us know!

Correction: We incorrectly 
identified the man pictured in the 
‘silk postcards’ article, on page 6 
of the last issue. He is not Colin 
Levesley, as we said, but his father-
in-law, Herbert Pickford, at home in 
Reginald Street. Apologies.

The Burngreave Messenger is a community newspaper with editorial independence, funded by advertising and the Big Lottery.
Registered Charity: 1130836. All content is copyright Burngreave Messenger Ltd or its voluntary contributors.

Woodbourn Stadium saved
Story by Yasar Mohamed

Mohamed Ali and I are members 
of Burngreave FC. We attended the 
November full council meeting to 
present our petition which had 662 
signatures. It was the first time we 
had gone to a council meeting and 
we were nervous. 

We read our speech to a full room 
of politicians. We were asking for 
PowerLeague Woodbourn Stadium 
to stay open. Woodbourn Stadium 
consists of 5-a-side football training 
and playing facilities. 

It is referred to by young people as 
PITZ. PITZ has been an excellent and 
affordable facility that many young 
people from across Sheffield have 
made use of. Staff at the facility 
also run many free training sessions 
during the week to keep young 
people off the streets. It opens till 
late and most importantly gives us 
something positive to channel our 
energies into. In times of increasing 
gang related activity and knife 
crime, activities and facilities that 
support young people should be 
supported not closed down. In our 
speech we said:

“If anyone is really serious about 
challenging knife crime and 
gang related activity then look 
at what young people have to 
do in the city. If you come from a 
disadvantaged background there 
is very little to do! Yes we know 
there are massive government 
cuts but there are always choices 
to make. We feel young people 
have been forgotten because 
people with louder voices 
are listened to instead. If this 
continues you will only have more 
young people getting involved in 
the wrong things as a result. We 
would like to urge Sheffield City 
Council to work with partners to 
keep PITZ open.”

The Council referred the petition 
to Councillor Mary Lea, Cabinet 
Member for Culture, Parks 
and Leisure. We were told that 
thankfully it will no longer be 
closing and they have been working 
to find a new contractor. Another 
provider will be taking over for the 
short to medium. This is a good 
result as it means young people can 
continue to use the facility to enjoy 
football.
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Developing a strong voice for the community
Story by Patrick Moran

Local Page Hall community activists and community 
development workers from the Sheffield Community 
Investment Deal team attended a two day ‘Community 
Intermediaries Training’ funded through the Council of 
Europe on the 7th and 8th November 2018.

Members of the SCID team were joined by members of 
Sheffield Roma Network based at Fir Vale Community Hub 
and Fir Vale Foodbank to learn techniques for improving 
participation, exploring intercultural approaches, and 
dealing with conflict.

The trainer was Lisa Lynn Rose who is an experienced 
community development worker working for the ROMACT 
project, a Roma Inclusion Project that is run by the Council 

of Europe. Lisa has a wealth of experience working with 
communities in Northern Ireland and across Europe 
supporting local authorities with Roma Inclusion.

As a Page Hall community development worker myself, I 
thought this training was a valuable and welcome chance 
to get together with key local activists and explore the 
community development and participation challenges in 
the area with the help of an experienced facilitator.

Tomas Tancos, the Sheffield Roma Network lead worker, 
said - ‘I learnt a lot about community participation and 
working with other workers in the area to develop a strong 
voice for the community and methods for improving the 
situation locally.’

Mawlid celebrations
Story by Alison Higgins | Photos by Zia Khan and Mazher Iqbal

Communities across Burngreave came together to mark 
Rabi-ul-Awwal, the third month of the Islamic calendar, 
and the birth of the Prophet Muhammed.

On 17th November, Burngreave based group An Nasiha 
visited the city centre to ‘spread the Universal Message of 
Peace and Love’ by distributing roses and cupcakes. The 
group had to battle against loud bagpipes as they spread 
their message, which included cards with a verse from the 
Koran, - “it’s about spreading the message of love, which 
Islam teaches us. It’s about the mercy of the Prophet and 
how we are all equal.”

On 2nd December, Jamia Masjid Ghausia hosted the Milaad 
un Nabi, or Mawlid, celebrations on behalf of the South 
Yorkshire Council of Mosques.

The event, which celebrates the birth of the Prophet, 
brought the local community together to parade from 
Ghousia Mosque. It then went through Page Hall before 
returning to the mosque for a meal. Led off by Mr Wahid 
Hussain, from Kebabish, and was followed by naushads 
(Islamic spiritual singing) and lectures from famous 
Islamic scholars. As well as recounting the Prophet's life, 
salutations and poetry in his praise are recited. 

A thousand people attended the procession, supported by 
more than sixty volunteers, who ensured that everyone 
was well fed, watered and made it around the procession 
safely.
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What is the problem with fracking?

Fracking is an unconventional way 
of extracting natural gas. A hole is 
drilled some three kilometres down, 
through the water table, into shale 
rock. The structure of the shale rock 
is broken with explosive charges, 
and lots of water, sand and toxic 
chemicals are pumped down there 
at extremely high pressure. This 
releases the gas held in the shale 
rock, which is then pumped to the 
surface.

On a local scale, the casings of the 
drilled hole usually break, meaning 
that this toxic cocktail of chemicals, 
gas and radioactive material 
contaminate the local water supply 
and soil.

Can you tell us a little about your 
experience at Preston New Road 
fracking site in Lancashire?

The community in Lancashire 
have been fighting fracking there 
for seven years. The council 
voted against it, but the central 
government overturned this 
decision. It goes to show how little 
democracy there is in this process.

Community has been the real 
strength of this campaign from the 

start. People of all walks of life are 
coming together to support each 
other in fighting this industry, and to 
have fun in the process!

The sentence you received was in 
most people’s eyes the only crime 
committed, what did it feel like to 
face it?

It was a real surprise to receive 
such a harsh sentence. In prison, 
everyone was supportive. All the 
other inmates knew who we were 
and why we were there.

What do you think the alternative 
is to fracking?

We need to change to renewable 
energy sources, such as wind and 
solar power. It is possible to do this 
now, as demonstrated by the Zero 
Carbon Britain report.

Are you going to be keeping your 
head down from now on?

The issues have not gone away so 
I am still working to change things. 
Moreover, the industry is now trying 
to frack just outside Sheffield so the 
time to act is now. Please feel  
free to contact me at 
frackjack@riseup.net if you would 
like to find out more!

A longer version of this article is on our website at 
www.burngreavemessenger.org/blog/2018/12/fighting-the-frackers/

Simon Roscoe Blevins fighting the frackers
Story by Nick Cleeve | Photo courtesy of Simon Roscoe

Simon Roscoe Blevins was jailed 
following a protest against the 
controversial energy extraction 
process ‘fracking.’ Simon, along 
with two others, were thought 
to be the first environmental 
protesters to receive a jail 
sentence in the UK since 1932. 
The Messenger caught up with 
him following the quashing of his 
sentence.

Please tell us a little about yourself.

I grew up in a little village in 
Bedfordshire and moved to 
Sheffield when I was 19 to study 
Plant Sciences (effectively Biology) 
at the University of Sheffield. I 
chose Sheffield because of the 
sense of community and the 
friendliness of people here. But I 
was also attracted by the proximity 
of the Peak District and how easy it 
is to be out in the countryside.

When did your environmental 
conscious become awakened?

Studying biology at the university 
made me realise how important 
it is that we do something about 
climate change and how our current 
lifestyles are so destructive to the 
wider environment. It is clear, 
scientific fact, that we need to 
change our way of doing things.
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A lot of clean air at Oasis
Story by Graham Jones | Photo by Rashad Hassan

Oasis Academy Fir Vale has won 
a national Modeshift STARS Silver 
Award for its work on safe and 
environmentally friendly initiatives 
on travelling to school. This 
included a “Clean Air Assembly”, 
an art competition and a walk to 
school event on Clean Air Day in 
June.

The Modeshift STARS scheme 
encourages schools to increase 
levels of sustainable and active 
travel in order to improve the health 
and well-being of children and 
young people.

On 23rd November pupils, staff, 
parents  and other members of the  
local community came to  an award 
presentation event at the school.  
Rashad Hassan, Senior Learning 
Mentor at the academy, had 
arranged a wonderful celebration 
and praised the children for the 
brilliant things that they had done 
to attain this award. He personally 
came in for much praise and 
appreciation of his hard work too. 

The Y5 choir performed a great road 
safety song “Look left, look right!”

Councillor Jackie Drayton presented 
the award and made an inspiring 
contribution:

“It’s absolutely brilliant. I am very 
proud to be here to present this 
award. We need clean air for our 
community, for our world and for 
ourselves.  If we have clean air in 
our community, we will feel much 
better.”

Sergeant Philip Mackey of the South 
Yorkshire police also made some 
important points:

“Keep working together,and get 
on with each other and your 
neighbours.”

Helen Round, Principal of Oasis 
Academy Fir Vale, commented:

“This is an exciting day for all of us 
at Oasis Academy Fir Vale as we 
receive a silver accreditation from 
Modeshift STARS on the work 
we have done to encourage our 
children to walk, cycle or even 
scooter in.

“Our children have adapted 
and shown that they can make 
a difference to their health, 
improve their community, and 
make it a better place.”

In 2016, Oasis Academy Fir Vale 
signed up to Modeshift STARS and 
entered the 10-day Active Travel 
challenge for the first time and were 
one of only eight schools across 
South Yorkshire to win a prize, but 
it doesn’t stop there. In 2017, they 
then received a Bronze Award for 
the continuous work students and 
staff at Oasis Academy Fir Vale were 
doing to improve sustainable travel.

Since then, they have continued to 
work with partners and recently 
joined with the Burngreave Clean 
Air Campaign to highlight pollution 
in the community.

Rashad Hassan, Senior Learning 
Mentor at Oasis Academy Fir Vale 
said:

“Our school has achieved 
the Modeshift STARS Silver 
accreditation for going above 
and beyond. Our children have 
worked with local companies to 
create posters and highlight the 
issues and damage that pollution 
can do to our environment.”

Students and staff have completed 
many activities, events and 
work with local companies who 
have sponsored the academy to 
promote the walk to school event. 
They provided a range of healthy 
breakfasts that were distributed to 
the children when they arrived.

The message from the Oasis Stars 
pupils was “Every day we shine. We 
will always shine bright.”

Then there was a surprise. There 
was the sound of bagpipes and 
drums approaching and in marched 
a dozen members of the City of 
Sheffield Pipe Band wearing their 
kilts and full regalia! It was an 
amazing spectacle, well deserved by 
the school’s children and staff. 
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Burngreave supporting Yemen
Story by Fran Belbin

Burngreave residents have been busy raising funds to 
support those suffering since the escalation in violence in 
the war in Yemen. 

For three years, Yemen, the world’s poorest country, has 
been wracked by civil war. It is almost impossible to be 
sure of how many have died, but a new analysis from Save 
the Children says that 85,000 children under five may have 
died from extreme hunger or disease since the war began. 
At least 10,000 non-combatants have been killed in the 
bombing campaign.

Various groups and individuals have organised fundraising 
efforts to help those suffering, donating everything from 
clothes to disability wheelchairs. One recent collection, 
organised by Daleel Travel and Al Rahman Mosque, 
collected enough goods to fill a 40ft container.

On November 11th, a group came together to coordinate 
the collections and to ensure that funds raised would be 
put to maximum benefit in Yemen. The group - Sheffield for 
Humanitarian Aid and Peace in Yemen – agreed to find a 
practical project to support through fundraising, including 
the provision of food supplies, clothing, childcare products 
and medicines, with the support of the wider community, 
in collaboration aid agencies.

The group raised over £1,000 immediately, with donations 
from individuals and Trade Unions. 

Their next event is a women’s charity event, to be held in 
Verdon Recreation Centre on 22nd December, 12pm - 5pm. 
Please call 0114 243 4340 for further information.

The group have a Facebook page where you can keep up to 
date and get involved – just search for ‘Sheffield Yemen’.

A Burngreave Working Group on Universal Credit came 
together on November 29th to coordinate support for 
those moving on to Universal Credit.

Coordinated by Pam Grant, the meeting brought together 
representatives from various local community groups and 
organisations who can offer support to those in need. 
Members of SOAR, Burngreave Library, the Rock Christian 
Centre, Eden Network, the Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB), 
the local health service, Fir Vale Community Hub, and 
the Messenger agreed to work together to soften the 
local impact of Universal Credit, and to ensure that local 
communities are able to access practical support.

One of the most frequently cited criticisms of Universal 
Credit is that it means claimants must have almost daily 
access to the internet. Not just to claim the benefit initially, 
but also to keep up with the journal it requires claimants 
to keep. In many areas, such as Burngreave, there are 
simply not enough publically available internet connected 
PC’s. The group plan to coordinate a guide to show 
what resources are available, and to support groups and 
organisations that wish to open up their resources to those 
in need. 

Another issue is that many claimants need support and 

guidance when completing the UC application forms, but 
qualified support is not available in most spaces with PC’s, 
other than the DWP itself. Thankfully, CAB training is now 
being given to advocates, support workers and others 
who will be helping claimants, so that they understand 
the features of the system that present most challenges 
to claimants, and are able to identify when claimants may 
need further technical benefits advice (as opposed to 
general support). 

The group next meet on 10th January, at the Rock Christian 
Centre at 179 Spital Hill (the former library building).

Organising support for Universal Credit
Story by Richard Belbin
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George & Brian: Windy by Edgar Lowman

“The adventurer battled 
through the terrible winds...”

Sorry, I shouldn’t have 
had those beans

George!

What now for the 3 million?
Story by Miroslav Kandrac | Photo by Christina Tegola

The3million is a non-profit 
organisation of EU citizens in the 
UK. It was formed after the Brexit 
referendum to protect the lives of 
EU citizens who have made the UK 
their home.

On 27th December they visited 
Sheffield and held a public 
information meeting at Oasis 
Academy Fir Vale. The meeting was 
designed to provide reassurance 
particularly to the Sheffield Roma 
community concerning their status 
following Brexit.

The audience was addressed by 
Eileen Bye, a retired immigration 
solicitor and interpretation was ably 
provided by Bibiana Jordan-Horvath.  
About 80 local Roma residents 
attended.

We were told that according to 
current government documentation, 
those people who have been living 
in the UK for over five years will be 
able to apply for settled status in 
the UK. And those who have been 
living here for less than five years 
will be able to apply for pre-settled 
status. 

Applications will be open from 30th 
March 2019 and the deadline for 
applying will be 30th June 2021. The 
fees for adults are to be £65 and 
£32.50 for children under 16.

The audience was assured that 
the application process will 
be straightforward. Evidence 
of employment and of certain 
benefits will be needed during 
the application process in order 
to prove five years of continuous 
residence. We were also told that 
those who had criminal records 
may find applications more difficult. 
Also that the five years of residence 
needed to be continuous. Children 
of EU citizens born in the UK will still 
need to make an application.

Generally the reaction to the 
speakers was positive but it was felt 
that they didn’t provide information 
which was not already known to the 
majority of those present. Those of 
us concerned hope that assistance 
will become available to help us 
complete the application forms 
when the time comes. We were 
reminded that it is important to 
complete the application otherwise 
our situation as legal residents 
in the United Kingdom would be 
compromised.

More information is available at the following link: 
www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families
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Be breast aware

Startwell and stay well
Story by Cath Baker

Breast cancer is the most common cancer amongst 
women in the UK. The earlier breast cancer is diagnosed, 
the more likelihood a woman will survive. 

We believe that if we all act now, by 2050 everyone who 
develops breast cancer will live. But to make it happen, 
we need your help. Right now, breast cancer is at a tipping 
point. More women are surviving. But more are being 
diagnosed than ever before. One in eight women in the 
UK will face breast cancer in their lifetime. And every 45 
minutes, another woman dies from the disease.

Breast Cancer Now are running the Health Communities 
Project in Sheffield which has been funded by The 
People’s Postcode Lottery, to increase awareness amongst 
communities, encourage women to be breast aware and 
increase confidence to report to a GP of any unusual 
changes, ultimately to help improve early detection rates of 
breast cancer and to potentially save lives.

Our trained volunteers deliver FREE activities in their local 
communities to achieve this via:

• Tailored breast awareness talks 
• Information stands at local community events
• Speaking to women on a one-to-one basis
• Speaking at events 

If you would like an activity to be delivered, please do 
not hesitate to get in touch with our Senior Public Health 
Officer at Breast Cancer Now: 020 7025 2496  
or email: phvolunteer@breastcancernow.org 

The Startwell Family Programme has been developed 
by Sheffield City Council Public Health team and is a five 
session programme that looks at healthy eating and 
lifestyle for the whole family.

The course is delivered in a community setting, locally 
Burngreave Children’s Centre, to parents of children aged 
0-4 years and currently has a crèche for participants who 
need childcare to enable them to attend.

The content of the programme is of course applicable to 
the whole family to establish a healthy lifestyle but aims 
especially to embed good habits early in life to provide 
the best possible start for babies and young children.

Startwell gives information about healthy eating habits 
and portion sizes, age appropriate physical activities for 
the family, understanding parenting styles and emotional 
health and well-being.

It also looks at other topics such as dental health and 
importantly support for families living in Sheffield and 
how and where to access this.

One of the key aspects of the programme is the 
opportunity for parents to meet over a period of five 
weeks, to make new friends and realise that others are 

facing the same issues. Feedback from parents has been 
very positive.

“I really enjoyed every aspect of the course and learned 
so much”

“I feel really comfortable to say my feelings and 
understanding people are having the same struggles 
as me”

“I loved this course so much, it touched my heart 
coming to this class and has made me feel fresh and 
happy”.

The next course at Burngreave Children’s Centre will 
be starting in January. Courses run across the city. For 
more information contact startwell@sheffield.gov.uk 
or Burngreave Children’s Centre on 0114 252 5220. 
Startwell Sheffield also has a Facebook page.
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Hard working MAAN 
Story by Farhaan Warsame | Photo by Sharmarke Ismail

MAAN is primarily a mental health charity that helps 
Somali people who need some support. MAAN is working 
with other health and social care services to provide a 
number of different services such as counselling and 
helping them  with access to other facilities.

MAAN’s annual meeting, which took place at Verdon Street 
Recreation centre on 23rd October, was well attended with 
many Somali organisations, groups, other partnerships and 
individuals participating. 

One of the speakers from MAAN explained how they help 
the individual with a mental health condition and support 
individuals to access services available in the community. 

Community development worker Abdi Riyale said: 

“In Somali we do not have the words stress or depression 
you are just mad or not mad. We want to stop this bad 
stigma of mental health issues”

For many years people have suffered difficult economic 
conditions and benefit cuts. Housing and immigration 
problems have added to the problems of those in the 
Somali community struggling with mental health issues. 
Coordinator Sharmarke said:

“We provide information, workshops and activities to 
improve awareness for mental health”.

This year MAAN helped many people who now live 
independently and manage their life well. MAAN see many 
people who are self-referred or referred by their GP.

The children who have been born and have grown up here 
often find themselves jobless after completing a school 
education. This contributes to a number of youth crimes 
which are sometimes committed out of boredom and self-
medicating is an ongoing problem.

MAAN work very hard within their budget.

For more information telephone 0114 275 8556  
or email admin.maan@tiscali.co.uk

Your ‘next step’ into learning
Story by Smaira Sadique

Hundreds of local residents in Burngreave have taken 
advantage of one of the many excellent community 
learning courses on offer in the area. These courses, in 
such subjects as ESOL, English, Maths or Digital skills, offer 
a superb way in to learning for those who have been out 
of the education system for some time. 

Now they have the opportunity to take that learning 
further, with a free open event for learners aged 19+ who 
want to find a route into community courses, college or 
university. 

Sheffield Adult Community Learning team want to ensure 
that you’re catered for whatever your subject interest by 
giving you options when deciding which institute/course 
is best suited to your chosen career and also for your 
lifestyle. So, whether you’re a parent of small children, 

employed, unemployed or a pensioner, there is something 
for everyone.

You will get the chance to speak to community learning 
tutors, representatives from local colleges as well as 
Sheffield and Hallam universities about how you can apply 
for courses. They will be on hand to explain eligibility 
criteria and how to access funding to pay for courses.

The event is free, but has limited numbers due to room 
capacity, and so tickets have to be booked in advance. It 
will be held between 10am and 2pm on 10th January, at 
the Carpenter Room, in the Central Library, Surrey Street.

For more information about the event contact me,  
Smaira Sadique, on communitylearning@sheffield.gov.uk 
or telephone 0114 229 6145.



www.burngreavemessenger.org12

Oasis Academy Fir Vale has been busily reaching out into 
the community, and inviting the community into the 
school, to help strengthen the bonds between the two.

On 14th November, the school held an open afternoon, 
with more than fifteen local community groups paying a 
visit to share information, give advice and offer support to 
the families of the academy. According to Colin Harvard:

“It was a unique opportunity for different services to 
reach parents, so it was great to see so many parents 
there. I hope this is the first of many similar activities.”

Parents had the opportunity to talk to a number of these 
community groups, including the local policing team, 
health visitors, South Yorkshire Fire and Rescue, as well 
as signing up for a number of course at the local advice 
centres.

The school was delighted with the response, with teacher 
Agnieszka Freeman saying: 

“At Oasis Academy Fir Vale we believe that family 
engagement makes a difference to a child’s education, 
and we continue working together to help our families in 
order to give our children the best possible future!”

The week before the open afternoon, pupils from the 
academies at Fir Vale and Watermead took part in 
activities to mark the end of the First World War. Ten and 
eleven year olds from the Oasis Academy Fir Vale had 
completed a project on the First World War, reflecting on 
the experiences of all involved in the conflict. On the day 
they presented artwork that they had created to the other 
young people gathered at Bradford Cathedral, and joined 
in making a public commitment to pursuing peace in their 
daily lives.

Helen Round, Principal of Oasis Academy Fir Vale, said:

“We are very proud of Oasis Academy Fir Vale’s pupils 
who contributed so meaningfully to today’s event. They 
have shown great maturity while working on their 
project to recognise the overwhelming sacrifice made 
during the First World War, and they honoured that 
sacrifice by adding their voices to the INSPIRE movement 
for peace today.”

OASIS opens up
Story by Richard Belbin | Photos courtesy of OASIS Academy Fir Vale

Eureka!
Story and photo by Gillian Andrews 

186th St Catherine's rainbows were invited to visit Eureka at Halifax with the 
39th Wisewood Rainbows and Brownies. They had a wonderful time learning 
and playing on all of the exhibits and making new friends with the Wisewood 
girls. 

They particularly liked the people exhibition where they could slide down the 
tongue and brush the teeth. If you would like your daughter to have experiences 
like this and she is between 5 and 7 years old get in touch. We are a multi faith 
organisation and welcome girls from all areas of the community. Call Gillian 
Andrews on 07863 890 144.
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Abbeyfield helping people eat
Story and photos by Julie Clark

At Abbeyfield Primary School we 
pride ourselves at being a caring 
school. Not only do we have 
wonderful children, our parents 
are pretty special too. When we 
decided to give something back to 
our community and start collecting 
food for a local food bank our 
parents and staff were only too 
pleased to help. 

The children in our Rights 
Respecting Council were keen to 
promote this project. They learned 
a lot about why we were collecting 
food and spread their knowledge, 
giving talks in assembly, in class and 
through the posters they designed 
and made.   

When the Rights Respecting Council 
were asked to give their opinions 
about the project the answers were 
really insightful. 

One Y6 boy said:

“I believe we are providing things, 
like food, to people that don’t 
have any. It makes me feel happy 
that our school is caring for the 
people in our community.  It also 
makes me sad because there are 
people that don’t have enough 
food in the world”.

A Y3 boy said: 

“Some people go through rough 
times and need some help. That’s 
what we are doing, giving them 
some help” 

A Y4 girl told us:

“We are helping all kinds of people 
eat over Christmas. Everyone’s 
the same, it’s just that some 
people have got less than other 
people”.

The project was rolled out for three 
weeks and as the weeks passed 
the food donations just kept on 
coming. The whole school could 
see the mountain of food getting 
bigger and bigger. One child brought 
her sweets in saying “I don’t need 
these so I’m going to give them to 
someone who does”.  

The response we had was heart-
warming. They said:

“Everyone, both clients and 
volunteers, at the Fir Vale 
foodbank are extremely grateful 
and were moved to hear of 
the generosity of the students, 
parents and staff.”

Pye Bank 
against 
bullying
Story and photos by  
Deborah Blencowe

On Monday 19th November I 
was kindly invited to get involved 
with an art session at Pye Bank CE 
Primary School. As part of the work 
during anti-bullying week each of 
the classes were asked to create a 
design that could be used as a plate 
decoration. 

Two winners from each class were 
chosen to transfer their design 
onto a plate which will be used in 
a display to celebrate Anti-Bullying 
Week. This year’s theme was 
Choose Respect and during the 
week the children used their English 
and IT skills across the curriculum 
to explore the different types of 
bullying and how they could show 
respect to each other. 

I spent time with some of the 
winners who were transferring their 
decorations onto the ceramic plates 
and even decorated my own plate 
along with Debbie Maskrey, Pastoral 
Leader. The school had created a 
Respect Tree and all the pupils had 
designed a leaf with their own anti-
bullying messages such as, ‘Choose 
Respect, Show Respect’, and ‘Don’t 
let bullies get you down’.
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Punjabi - Nave sal di Mubarak    •  

Tigrinya - Ruhus Hadush Amet    •

Arabic - sanat jadīdat saʿīdah    •

Pashto - Nawai Kall Mo Mubarak Shah    •

Urdu - Naya Saal Mubbarak Ho    •

Pushing prams for the playground
Story by Deborah Blencowe | Photographs provided by Albert Hoult

I visited local residents Margaret 
and Albert Hoult who told me the 
story of a charity pram push that 
took place around Pitsmoor in 
1976.

Around 25 couples, all adults, took 
part, visiting public houses around 
the area. Some of the public houses 
are still here, others long gone. The 
push started in the Pitsmoor Hotel 
followed by the Bay Horse Hotel 
and the Tollgate then rolled onto 
the Rock, the Furnival, and the East 
House on Spital Hill, before reaching 
the Albion and the Royal Oak and 
finally finishing on Gower Street, in 
the Gower Arms and the Grapes. 
Ten pubs in total.

The reason for the pram push 
was to raise money for Pitsmoor 
Adventure Playground and shelter. 
Although Albert cannot remember 
exactly how much money was 
raised in total, he knows that he 
and his wife, Margaret raised about 
£30 themselves. Going on this if 
each couple raised around the same 
amount a total of £750 – equivalent 
to over £5,000 today. 

I also made contact with the current 
Chairperson, Yanina Koszalinski, 

who told me that the playground 
was originally on a slightly different 
site to the one where it is today.

“It wasn't far away, just slightly 
over the top of the hill. I 
understand that it was local 
residents that built wooden 
structures on the original site and 
may have been temporary just 
for the summer holidays only. 
The council wanted the site back, 
presumably to build the new 
housing and children's nursery. 
The community campaigned for 
the council to provide another 
site, which is where we are today.

“We have two volunteers, Pete 
and Glenda Giblin who have a 
long history with the playground 
and have talked about Pete's 
family going round the local pubs 
in the early days to raise money 
for the adventure playground. 
Their family tradition of raising 
money for the playground 
continues, partly through their 
ongoing support but also because 
Pete and his sister made a 
donation when their last parent 
died which enabled us to install a 
bucket swing.”

Happy New Year
In place of our regular ‘Hello and thank you’ section, for this issue we thought it would be more useful to be able to wish our 
neighbours a ‘Happy New Year’. We hope all our readers have one.

Esperanto - Felican Novan Jaron  

Kurdish - Newroz Pirozbe    

Polish - Szczesliwego Nowego Roku  

Slovak - A stastlivy Novy Rok   

Somali - Iyo Sanad Cusub Oo Fiican!   
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SAGE sing away the blues
Story by Ruby Munston-Hurst

Burngreave based mental health 
charity, SAGE, run a women’s 
community singing group Singing 
Through the Seasons every 
Monday (term time) between 
12.30-2.30pm, at The Welcome 
Centre, Nottingham Street. 

The group welcomes women 
from across Sheffield who want 
to use singing, peer-support and 
community to improve their 
mental health. The group meet 
in an informal setting and are led 
by singing teacher Kate Thomas 
and SAGE support worker, Helen 
Walsh, who are on hand to support 
every individual who attends. We 
asked a current Singing Through 
the Season’s group member what 
attending the group meant to her, 
she said: 

“I love this singing group - it's 
everything to me. This is my 
home and my family where I 

know I am safe and accepted. It's 
given me a voice I never thought 
I'd find again and makes me 
smile and feel confident.”     

The Singing Through the Seasons 
group are currently doing a number 
of workshops and rehearsals 
in anticipation of ‘Sing Away 
The Blues’ - a public concert 

collaboration with three other 
Sheffield choirs (Body of Sound, 
Carfield Community Choir and 
Purple Cats Community Choir) at 
Sheffield Cathedral on Friday 8th 
February 2019. This will be the first 
concert of its kind for the group and 
will function as a public celebration 
of the power of community, singing 
and teamwork. 

You can follow the group’s progress 
here in the Burngreave Messenger 
where we will be documenting the 
member workshops, the event itself 
and how you can get involved.

The first session of the new term 
will begin on Monday 7th January 
2019. Please contact Louisa Bruce 
or Helen Walsh on email  
enquiries@sagesheffield.org.uk or 
call 0114 273 7718 if you’d like to 
register your interest in attending 
the group or learn more about the 
‘Sing Away The Blues’ concert. 

Ready, steady, cook
Story by Tamikka Reid | Photo by Graham Booth

Sheffield based youth charity Endeavour is this week 
unveiling its brand new teaching kitchen at their 
headquarters in Fir Vale.

The kitchen features eight stations with hobs and ovens, 
plus an extra at the front for an instructor.  It will be used to 
teach catering qualifications and independent living skills to 
disadvantaged young people from across South Yorkshire, 
as well as providing a space for catering social enterprise.

The charity will also be able to use the kitchen to host 
corporate volunteer days with a difference, with volunteers 
cooking alongside learners, and for future fundraising 
events such as the Great Endeavour Bake Off (watch this 
space!).

Patrick Callingham, Head of Education at Endeavour said:

“The teaching kitchen will be really important to us for 
teaching skills for life to our learners and helping them 

get qualifications. It’s also the best looking room in the 
building!”

Endeavour are also running an online fundraising campaign 
to help them to deliver sessions in the brand new 
kitchen, to cover the costs of food, specialist tutors and 
qualifications. If you would like to learn more or contribute, 
you can visit the Virgin Money Giving site at  
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/Healthy_Eating
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Mark and Talib

Wensley TARA and Wensley 

Community Centre.

• Friday 25th January, 

6pm – 7pm

Contact: 0114 203 7562
https://northeastsheffield.wordpress.com/

Mark Jones

07500 764 202 

(Mobile) 

mark.jonescllr@

sheffield.gov.uk

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall) 

Surgery dates 

Firshill Tenants’ and Residents’ 

Association, 11 Firshill Glade, S4 

7DX.

• Tuesday 18th December,

• Tuesday 15th January 

10.30am – 12noon

Jackie Drayton

0114 243 5388 

(Home) 

jackie.drayton@

sheffield.gov.uk

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall)

Surgery dates

Burngreave Library, 

Sorby House, 42 Spital Hill.

• Saturday 12th January  

11am - 12.15pm

Local Councillors and 
surgery dates

Photo from the 2017 awards by Anwar Suliman

We will be hosting Burngreave’s New Year’s Honours early next year, and 

there is still an opportunity to nominate a worthy person or organisation!

If you know someone, it could be a group or an individual, a volunteer, a 

paid worker, a new project or a well-established one, just tell us about the 

work they have done and why you think it has had a positive impact on 

Burngreave. 

Please visit www.burngreavemessenger.org/new-years-honours-form to 

complete the form, or contact our local area partnership officer Pam Grant 

on Pam.Grant@sheffield.gov.uk, who will send you out a nomination form, 

which you will have to return by 18th January. 

The awards themselves will be held in the Town Hall in early February. We 

look forward to hearing from you with names of people or groups that have 

inspired you.

Local Universal Credit Working Group

As reported elsewhere in the Messenger, your councillors have been keen to 

help set up a local Universal Credit Working Group. Last year, we agreed that 

we would ‘work with partners to mitigate the impact of welfare reforms’ as 

the first of our area priorities and this group is a key part of doing just that. 

We cannot let our deprived community lose out again because of a lack of 

resources.

The next meeting will be held at the Rock Christian Centre, 179 Spital Hill 

(the former library building), from 9.30-12.30 on 12th January. Any local 

resident who wants to join in in giving practical help and support is very 

welcome to attend. Please contact Pam Grant for more details.

Burngreave New Year’s Honours

Talib Hussain

0114 273 5380  

(Town Hall) 

talib.hussain@

sheffield.gov.uk

Surgery dates 

Firvale Community Hub (PACA), 

127 Page Hall Road,

• Thursday 20th December,

• Thursday 17th January 

2pm – 3pm
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future. But surely different sexual 
preferences should not be viewed 
as a personal problem, to be dealt 
with by the medical profession. 
Adnan’s answer was that societies 
need to be able to accept new 
ideas, and if people go beyond 
the labels of ‘gay’, ‘lesbian’, and 
hear about real people and real 
relationships then attitudes will 
change. And even if some religions 
regard homosexuality as a sin, ‘God 
forgives every sin’, says Adnan, so 
it is not up to individuals to pass 
judgement. 

Adnan is an absolute grafter – he 
wrote the book in four days in 
Spain and, as past articles in the 
Messenger have shown, is into 
all kinds of charity and voluntary 
work. He has completed the Three 
Peaks Challenge, climbed Ben Nevis, 

Snowdon and Scafell Pike raising 
money for Interpal and further 
fundraising through Walk for Nepal. 

Adnan has also worked in summer 
camps in the US, his enthusiasm 
inspiring lots of American city kids. 
He said: “when a child comes to you 
and says, ‘Adnan you changed my 
life’, it means a lot.” He volunteers 
in Yorkshire schools and was the 
first student in 2018 to be given 
a Gold level Hallam Award for his 
hard work and dedication. 

Having done a foundation 
and an undergraduate course, 
Adnan is now doing a Masters in 
International Events and Conference 
Management. How does he manage 
to fit in a bit of modelling? But yes, 
he does. He has his own website: 
www.adnanhussainmodel.co.uk 

An Unforgettable Date
Story by Carrie Hedderwick | Photos courtesy of Adnan Hussain

Meet Adnan Hussain who has 
recently completed his short novel 
‘An Unforgettable Date’ about a gay 
couple’s love affair. How not only 
two, but three lives were impacted. 

The book is “for all those that are 
in the LGBT community who cannot 
come out to anyone”. So quite a 
groundbreaker, and brave – because 
there is still a significant number 
of people and groups who are 
hostile to homosexuality. However, 
most UK citizens are quite at ease 
with lesbian and gay relationships 
which are now legal. In 1967 the 
Sexual Offences Act decriminalised 
homosexual acts in private between 
two men or women of 21 years and 
over (reduced to 16 in 2001). In 
2013 same sex marriages became 
legal too. 

Adnan explained that the story is 
based on the experience of a close 
friend of his, who is called Adam 
in the novella. Adam, on the point 
of getting married, then meets 
and falls in love with Cameron. A 
whirlwind romance and complex 
relationship develops. Adam is 
mentally forced by Cameron to 
‘come out’ to his family and fiancée, 
with the result that the family 
disowns him and his fiancée leaves 
him. Then Cameron also leaves him. 
With the betrayal and the break up, 
and his family support gone, Adam 
struggles with severe depression. 
Having no one made it harder. 
This mirrors the experience of 
Adnan’s friend, but Adnan tells me 
that, with his help, and with help 
too from the NHS with access to 
psychological therapy sessions, his 
friend came through the trauma and 
is rebuilding his life.

There is a strong LGBT community 
in Sheffield but Adnan said that his 
friend had not been inclined to get 
involved with any particular LGBT 
groups. Maybe he could in the 

Tickets are available now - see link below – for the ‘Come Support Love’ event and 
the book launch of ‘An Unforgettable Date – September 19th’.  

Hear a snippet of the book and get a signed copy at Central United Reformed 
Church on 31st January 2019. 

Tickets: www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/come-support-love-tickets-52955864416

Best wishes to Adnan for the book’s success.
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St Catherine’s Christmas fair
Story and photos by James Woollen

On the 26th November, St Catherine’s held their Christmas fair 
attended by family members of the residents.  Glasses of sherry and 
mince pies were handed out and there were some very nice festive 
stalls selling chocolates, sweets and festive crafts such as scarfs and 
decorated baubles. 

Entertainer Paul Barrie was booked for the event and he performed 
some old time classic songs that were well received by the residents, 
staff and visitors.  He also had people singing and dancing and interacted 
very well with the residents. 

After the singing and dancing there was a raffle with some very nice 
festive prizes such as hampers and gift boxes. 

Zero budget but plenty of thrills
Story and photos by Jackie Jones

Cheap Thrills, the Zero Budget Film 
Festival, hit Pitsmoor once again, 
for its eighth successful year. 

The event organised and hosted 
by 'Commander' Martin Currie 
attracted a record 1000+ entries this 
year, and over 25 short films were 
shown at Christ Church Pitsmoor. 
The event was free to anyone who 
wanted to attend. 

The films shown were from all 
over the world: from Japan, to 
Canada, the Middle East, Europe 
and more than one entry all the 
way from Pitsmoor! Some films 
were extremely funny, others 
serious and thought provoking. One 
guy did a live commentary to his 
animation explaining how annoying 

dirty glasses are (pictured). The 
requirements for entry for each film 
were that it had to be between one 
and ten minutes long, suitable for a 
family audience and, of course, had 
to be made with a zero budget. 

At the intermission, a collector of 
old movies projected a reel of old 
film dating from 1905. It was called 
'Rescued by Rover'. It was a British 
film which is claimed to have been 
the first ever film that had a story. 

Back in the day, the film was shown 
all over the world and Hollywood 
picked up the idea of making 
'feature' films with stories and 
characters, and consequently made 
millions. Meanwhile the British film 
industry is still trying to catch up.

The theme of the evening was 
'Come as a Russian Revolutionary' 
and we were all encouraged to 
make a placard for an impromptu 
'demo' when we got there. By 
the end of the evening, Martin 
announced that we'd had a 
revolution of sorts because 
everyone was now a lot happier 
than at the start of the evening - 
which was certainly true for me.
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Streets of Light in Fir Vale
Story by Kevin Stapleton | Photo by Patrick Moran

Hundreds attended this years ‘Streets of Light’ around Fir 
Vale, with houses joining in from Earl Marshall Road up to 
Launder Street.

Following on from last year’s inaugural event, when over 
120 houses, shops and workplaces took part, dozens of 
people decorated windows and left the lights on to let 
everyone see their fantastic displays. 

Residents cut out silhouettes, painted displays and glued 
glitter to make their windows glow. Running from 30th 
October through to 5th November, Streets of Light reminds 
those who are not so keen on Halloween, with all its bangs 

and  ghoulishness, that light and love are always just next 
door. As part of the week, the team gave out over 200 hot 
chocolates on Hinde Street, to ‘spread some love instead of 
fear.’ Recipients were asked to donate some of their trick or 
treat sweets to the St Cuthbert’s foodbank in return.

Nikky Sentence, team leader for event organisers Eden 
Network, said:

“I was  amazed at the generosity of kids, who were so 
willing to share what they had. We can’t wait till next 
year, and look forward to even more people being 
involved.”

An honest, wry, and respectful account
Story by Anne Wyatt | Picture by Jonathan Turner

I came away from the Sunday Best exhibition at Yorkshire 
Art Space Exchange Studios full of renewed pride at being 
part of such a diverse and vibrant community here in 
Burngreave.   

The striking and intensely beautiful portraits of proud 
people dressed in their own and very varied interpretation 
of ‘Sunday Best’ were totally captivating, and I enjoyed 
leafing through the smaller prints creating my own ‘line 
up’. Alongside these images, the soundtrack comprising 
snatches of conversation and many other sounds, from 
street sounds such as ambulance sirens to worship taking 
place in different religious spaces around the area, had 
many poignant moments.  

Experienced together, the images and sound track 
comprised an honest, wry, and very respectful account of 
a year of intense observation, and made me grateful that 
I can live alongside and spend time with so many amazing 
human beings, without ever leaving my neighbourhood! 
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She belonged to Burngreave - Madge Saunders
Story by Graham Jones with invaluable assistance from Barry Swift and other members of St James’ Church

Marjorie Prentice ‘Madge’ Saunders lived in Burngreave 
from 1967 to 1975, during which time she was deaconess 
at St James’ Church on Scott Road which was then a 
Presbyterian Church. It is now a United Reformed Church 
and some of the congregation have memories of Madge 
whom several have described as being “a strong woman”. 
As a black woman, Madge’s life was a series of ‘firsts’, 
breaking through prejudice and discrimination in her fight 
for social justice. Her religion was a key inspiration in her 
life.

Madge was born in 1913 in Galina, St Mary Parish, Jamaica.  
She was the first first year student to become head girl at 
the Bethlehem Moravian Teachers’ College in St Elizabeth 
and after leaving she was to make some changes to basic 
education in Jamaica.

She studied at St Colm’s College in Edinburgh in 1948.

She became the first and only black woman to be ordained 
as a deaconness in the Presbyterian Church.

She was the first black woman to come from Jamaica 
to Britain as a missionary. Madge told of how Rev RC 
Gillespie, the minister at St James’, had originally asked 
the church “for a man from Jamaica to come from the 
church to work with the immigrants.” On coming to 
Sheffield, she personally experienced problems in finding 
accommodation and suffered racist abuse. She helped set 
up advice sessions for new arrivals and said later:

“I tried to bring about understanding and respect for the 
immigrants as people who need no special treatment, 
only wanting to be treated as human beings.”

Madge became a member of the Race Relations 
Committee, regularly  spoke on Radio Sheffield and wrote 
a book called ‘Living in Britain’ which was later translated 
into Urdu and Gujerati. 

Madge claimed:

“We tackle the evils of racism, injustice and the moral and 
spiritual breakdown of our time.”

Unusually for a woman in those days, she became the 
leader of the congregation at St James’. On returning to 
Jamaica in 1975, she became the first ordained woman 
minister in the United Church of Jamaica and the Cayman 
Islands.

Madge continued her educational, religious and social 
work  and often spoke on Radio Jamaica. An International  
Conference and Retreat Centre was named after her. She 
was even nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize.  

In 2002 a group of twenty people from St James’ took ‘a 
journey for justice’ and went to see Madge in Jamaica.  
Their visit included meeting the Governor General of 
Jamaica who was alleged to have been in awe of Madge!

Madge died in 2009. She still had the scissors which the 
mayor of Sheffield had presented to her.
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Engineering success
Story and photo by Douglas Johnson

Congratulations to Katrina Love and Victoria Smith, who 
readers may remember from Messenger 134, when they 
were taking part in the first Concert Band Varsity Battle. 
Katrina and Victoria were both born in Pitsmoor and 
attended St Catherine’s Catholic primary school.

Katrina (pictured on the left) studied Materials Engineering 
at Sheffield Hallam University which included a year in 
industry. She graduated this November. She has a passion 
for glass science and its applications, hence, her decision 
to continue her studies and pursue a PhD in Nuclear waste 
glasses at the Materials and Engineering Research Institute 
(MERI) at Sheffield Hallam University.  Her PhD project is 
titled ‘Phosphate Solubility and Impacts on Properties of 
Radioactive Waste Glasses For the Hanford Site’.  

Victoria (right) studied Mechanical Engineering at Sheffield 
Hallam University. Her course included a placement year at 
Rolls-Royce working as a Product Definition Engineer. After 
finishing her course in May 2018, Victoria returned to Rolls-
Royce as a Design Engineer. Alongside her work, Victoria is 
completing a Monitored Professional Development Scheme 
with the Institute of Mechanical Engineers so she can fulfil 
her dream of becoming a Chartered Engineer.

Wensley Street playground plans
Story by Adrian Lake | Photo by Mustafa Ahmed | Picture by Kate Clark

Wensley TARA held their AGM 
on 7th December, with tenants 
hearing all about the work they 
have carried out over the last year, 
as well as discussing key issues 
around crime and housing.

The centrepiece of the meeting was 
the presentation of the findings of 
consultation around developing 
Wensley Park. 

A total of 94 questionnaires were 
filled in, and the voting showed a 
preference for: a new toddler multi 
play unit; new equipment for older 
children; adding fencing around the 
younger children’s play equipment 
and removal of large area of tarmac 
(replaced by grass). Using stickers to 
vote, children voted for the seesaw 
and steel adventure trail above 
tarmac and fencing.

The TARA will look into funding for 
the additional equipment and plan 
to approach local Councillors for 
funding for bins.

Multi Play Unit for 
Toddlers

Wensley Street Playground Ideas

Inclusive roundabout

Adventure Trail

Climbing / Park Gym 
Equipment for Older ChildrenPicnic Tables

Litter Bins

Path link from entrance to 
playground

See saw

Springer
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Letters may be edited for space

Libraries are not an optional extra
Dear Editor,

I write in response to the letters which appeared recently in 
the Burngreave Messenger in support of volunteer libraries. 
The letter from Martin Jordin states that he takes "issue 
with his implication that the current volunteer-staffed 
library is somehow failing young people in the community". 
Volunteer libraries could be argued to be failing on the 
basis of the dramatic fall in book loans since the volunteer 
takeover and the unsustainability of their funding when 
compared to council run libraries. 

I wanted to thank Fran Belbin for sharing the petition on 
libraries, I have signed and shared it. I do disagree however 
when Fran states in her letter that the only way of keeping 
a library service in Burngreave is "through the great work 
of the library’s dedicated team of volunteers". The only 
reason we have volunteer libraries is that we have a council 
which views them as an optional extra as opposed to the 
vital service that they are. Burngreave needs and deserves 
a professionally staffed library service.

Yours faithfully,

Mark Burnwood

More double bins
Hi,

I have seen double black bins in Firth Park, near Stubbin 
Lane, one for general litter and the other for cans, plastic 
bottles, etc. 

Why isn’t the council providing double bins outside Page 
Hall. As you know there are many shops and takeaways in 
Page Hall, so the area would benefit from more bins.

I’d like to ask the residents of Page Hall to write to their 
councillors requesting the council changes the single bins to 
doubles. It might make a difference in Page Hall if you see 
other areas like Firth Park the areas are cleaner.

Thanks,

Naz Hussain

Community spirit and kindness
Dear Messenger,

Here’s a story that tells of community spirit and kindness 
and hope, which I want to share. 

We were burgled on bonfire night whilst out of the house. 
This was not the first time it had happened to us. The 
most distressing aspect of it for me was the loss of an old 
but much-loved hand bag which had a set of photos in of 
my son and my friend’s daughter from them growing up 
together at the ages of 2 and 4 years until their teenage 
years.

I had just been to this friend’s daughter’s 30th birthday 
party and had selected favourite photos to share with 
her the family and friends and hadn’t had time to remove 
them from my bag. I was devastated that I’d lost important 
memories of their childhoods.

Everyone was sympathetic and I suddenly realised I could 
put a post about it on the Pitsmoor Ladies Facebook group, 
which is a very active local Facebook group. So I did this, 
explaining the loss, as well as other items that had been 
stolen. I walked about the local area, looking to see if any 
photos had been scattered on the floor, knowing if they had 
they would be probably be ruined as it rained heavily, but 
hoping that some may have been covered up and saved. 
However, I didn’t see them and slowly gave up any hope 
of finding them. Then a week later I received a text from a 
friend with a photo of my bag and one on my lost photos 
attached, asking me of this was the bag and photos I’d 
lost... which it was!

What was amazing is that a guy who works locally had 
found the bag in his dustbin on Burngreave Road with 
the photos in it and had posted the pictures of it on 
his Facebook Page. Very fortunately for me, someone 
on Pitsmoor Ladies Facebook group had seen this and 
remembered the post I’d sent about the burglary and had 
sent me a message to see if it was my bag, which my friend 
then saw and texted me about. 

I was then able to phone the person who’d found it, 
through his Facebook page and my bag and all the photos 
were returned to me the same day, all intact!

Apart from feeling very lucky about all this, I’m also struck 
by the power of social media which has in my case worked 
really well. This is because of one person’s kindness and 
determination to try to find the owner of the photos. More 
posts have been posted on this website about other items 
that have been found recently. 

So don’t forget when you’re feeling a bit fed up, there is 
real community spirit alive and kicking in Pitsmoor;  its 
restored my hope about  living in this area.

Thank you to everyone who was involved in helping me. 

Name and address withheld by request

Write to us at Burngreave Messenger,  
Abbeyfield Park House, Abbeyfield Road, Sheffield S4 7AT.

Or email: mail@burngreavemessenger.org
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Burngreave Brainstorm
Brought to you by quizmaster Graham Jones

Where exactly is Burngreave?

The writers:

a) James Drake (Drake's Road Book 
of the Sheffield and Rotherham 
Railway, 1840)

b) Professor Benjamin Zephaniah 
(Talking about Page Hall where he 
believes he was conceived, 2014)

c) George Orwell (Stayed at 
Parkwood Springs, writing  
The Road to Wigan Pier, 1937)

d) Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (Lived 
and worked on Spital Hill briefly in 
1878)

e) Lord Mayor Magid Magid 
(Interviewed by the Yorkshire Post 
in May 2018)

The quotations:

1. My family settled in Burngreave 
to ‘look for a better life’. Sheffield 
welcomed us with open arms. It was 
the first City of Sanctuary. I think 
that was a lot to do with why we 
came here.

2. I have now traversed almost the 
whole city [of Sheffield]. It seems 
to me, by daylight, one of the most 
appalling places I have ever seen.  
In whichever direction you look 
you see the same landscape of 
monstrous chimneys pouring forth 
smoke which is sometimes black 
and sometimes of a rosy tint said to 
be due to sulphur. I doubt whether 
there are any architecturally decent 
buildings in the town.

3. These Sheffielders would rather 
be poisoned by a man with a beard 
than saved by a man without one.

4. [Brightside is] much frequented 
by pleasure parties from Sheffield. 
On every fine Sabbath especially, 
the sallow artizan may be seen 
wending his way thither, to inhale 
the freshness of the country air, and 
enjoy the beautiful and extensive 
prospect which the hill affords.

5. As a British-born child of 
immigrant parents, I have to laugh 
when I hear my mother complaining 
about the number of Eastern 
European people there are in the 
country now. I find this urge to 
gently remind her that it wasn’t so 
long ago when people were saying 
the same thing about her.

The choice is yours

1. If Burngreave had the same 
proportion of police staff to 
residents as the City of London, how 
many police staff would be based 
here?

a) 33  b)  330  c) 3300

3. Which is the odd one out?

a) Brearley  b) Vickers  
c) Viscount  d) Sorby  
e) Chesterman

4. And which is odd one out here?

a) Andover b) Nottingham   
c) Carlisle  d) Barnsley  
e) Sheffield

2. Which area of Burngreave has at 
least five “sisters” in other countries 
which share its name?

a) Grimesthorpe  b) Crabtree   
c) Shirecliffe d) Pitsmoor   
e) Carwood

5. Sponge Bob Square Pants, the 
Burngreave Messenger, the Euro 
and the national minimum wage all 
started in which year?

a) 1999  b) 2001  c) 2003   
d) 2005  e) 2007

1. Which island, with a shrinking 
population of reindeer, is more 
than ten times the size of Great 
Britain but has only about twice the 
population of Burngreave?

2. Which county (apart from South 
Yorkshire) has extremities that are 
further North, South, East and West 
of Burngreave?

3. Santa’s reindeer have taken a 
wrong turning and ended up at the 
South Pole. And so, flying directly in 
a straight line, which countries will 
they have to cross to get from the 
South Pole to Burngreave?

4. Name four countries whose 
capital city is nearer to Burngreave 
than it is to that country’s most 

distant mainland point from that 
capital.

5. Please help Santa and list these 
places in order by their distance 
from the North Pole: Burngreave, 
Ottawa, Rome, Oslo, Lerwick 
(Shetland), Vladivostok.

?

?

?

?

?

??
They said what? Match the writer with the quotation

Answer to last issue’s quiz: 
I was at the Boy and the Bird sculpture on 

the edge of Parkwood Springs.



VERTICAL • VENETIAN • ROLLER • ROMAN • PLEATED • VELUX

3 Easy Steps:

*

* Selected cream & white fabrics

UK MANUFACTURED

Telephone for further details & appointments:

www.amorablinds.co.uk | email: info@amorablinds.co.uk

 
 

 

  
 

VERTICAL • VENETIAN • ROLLER • ROMAN • PLEATED • VELUX

3 VERTICAL
BLINDS

£89*

5 VERTICAL
BLINDS

£149*

3 ROLLER
BLINDS

£99*

*Selected cream & white fabrics

For further details & appointments call us now on: 
&0114 321 3558 
www.amorablinds.co.uk | email: info@amorablinds.co.uk 60

31
7 

04
/1

8

FREE Design 
& Consultation
Request a no obligation quote at your home. 
We offer free installation on all our blinds.

Motorise 
your
blinds

60803 Amora Blinds A5 Leaflet 2018 Sheffield.indd   1 16/05/2018   13:10To advertise in the Messenger contact 0114 242 0564 or mail@burngreavemessenger.org


