
On 11th February, Burngreave 
resident, and Messenger volunteer, 
Victor Mujakachi was detained 
under threat of deportation. He 
was detained when he reported 
to the Home Office, as have many 
other Zimbabwean asylum seekers, 
both locally and nationally.

In 2008 a warrant for Victors arrest 
was issued by the Zimbabwean 
authorities, following critical 
comments he made online 
about the re-election of Robert 
Mugabe. He applied for asylum 
but his application was turned 
down, as were two further asylum 
applications in the following years.

Victor was recently called to attend 
a Home Office interview, but found 
that he was to be interviewed, 
alone, by Zimbabwean government 
officials. On his next visit, he was 
detained, sent to Morton Hall 
Detention Centre in Lincolnshire, 
and was due to be flown back to 
Harare within 72 hours. 

Following the launch of a successful 
petition (which received more 
than 5,000 signatures overnight, 
and now has over 75,000) MP Gill 
Furniss intervened. This led to his 
deportation being postponed, and 
Victor being granted a temporary 
reprieve. Gill said:

“I am incredibly pleased that 
following my interventions with 
the Home Office and the petition 
we have now secured a three 
month window in which Victor 
will not be removed from the UK.

“The outpouring of support for 
such a valued member of our 
community has been amazing 
and has played no small part in 
ensuring for now, Victor is safe. 
My team and I will be working 
over the coming weeks to 
help Victor secure his future in 
Sheffield.”

Victor is an award-winning 
volunteer who has been involved 
with many organisations across 
Sheffield, including ASSIST, Football 
Unites, Racism Divides, Homeless 
and Rootless at Christmas, City of 
Sanctuary, and many others. In 2013 
he was awarded South Yorkshire 
High Sheriff’s Award.

Following his release, ASSIST 
Sheffield published a message from 
Victor:

“Thank you so much and 
words cannot express how 
profoundly grateful I am to 
be in the company of such a 
supportive community who rise 
to the occasion when it really 
matters and at a time when 
I felt completely helpless and 
powerless against two very 
powerful governmental systems, 
the UK Home Office and the 
Zimbabwean government.”

In reaction to the news of the 
support he received, Victor added:

“I am deeply humbled by the 
response to my plight and wish 
to thank each and every person 
who has raised their voice on 
my behalf. But this is not only 
about me. The level of response 
shows that many people in the 
UK are deeply concerned about 
the human rights situation in 
Zimbabwe and the Home Office’s 
intent to deport people to the 
country where we would face 
arrest, torture, or worse”.

ASSIST Sheffield started the petition 
for his release, and, following the 
campaign, his story and the plight 
of other Zimbabweans facing 
deportation made headline news 
locally, nationally and globally.

The campaign to prevent his 
deportation continues. ASSIST 
Sheffield are keeping the petition 
open until they can be absolutely 
sure that Victor is safe:  
https://tinyurl.com/VicMuja
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Victor belongs to Burngreave
Story and photo by Messenger Staff
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JOB: We are looking for a confident, dynamic person to join 
our reception team at Burngreave Surgery. 

The successful candidate will have excellent empathy skills 
and a willingness to go the extra mile for our patients. We 
need someone who is flexible and committed to being a 

good team player. 

IT skills are an advantage and some form of telephony 
experience would be beneficial. Being fluent in a foreign 
language would be advantageous although not essential, 

18-20 hours per week. 

Please contact lisa.platts@nhs.net / 0114 272 5619
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This issue’s team: Richard Belbin, 
Deborah Blencowe, Pam Grant, 
Carrie Hedderwick, Saleema Imam, 
Graham Jones, Jamie Marriott, John 
Mellor, Tim Neal and Kate Sheldrick.

Messenger info

Next deadline: 9th April 
Issue published: 27th April

Burngreave Messenger Ltd. 
Abbeyfield Park House 
Abbeyfield Road, 
Sheffield S4 7AT

Telephone: (0114) 242 0564

mail@burngreavemessenger.org 
www.burngreavemessenger.org

Follow us on Twitter 
@TheBMessenger

www.facebook.com/
burngreavemessenger

www.instagram.com/
burngreavemessenger

The next issue of the Messenger 
will be based around a theme of 
‘Language’

As we have noted many times, 
there are over 75 languages spoken 
in Burngreave, with examples 
from every continent. We will be 
looking at how speakers of other 
languages learn English, the role of 
interpreters, local language schools 
across the ward, and other aspects 
of how we communicate. If you 
have any ideas you would like to 
include, please get in touch. 

The Burngreave Messenger is a community newspaper with editorial independence, funded by advertising and the Big Lottery.
Registered Charity: 1130836. All content is copyright Burngreave Messenger Ltd or its voluntary contributors.

The future of the Messenger

As noted in the last issue, this is the final issue of the Messenger to be produced 
with the support of our current National Lottery funding. But, don’t worry, this 
isn’t the final edition of the Messenger!

We have submitted another bid to the lottery to continue producing the paper, 
although on a more restricted budget. Unfortunately, this is likely to mean the loss 
of our Outreach and Volunteer Support Workers – in the short-term, at least. 

As part of the new plan (whether lottery funded or not) we  will be making sure 
that we cover all the physical production costs of the paper ourselves. Currently, 
each edition costs £3,500 to design, print and distribute across the ward. However, 
the advertising included only raises £2,000 per issue, which leaves us with a 
shortfall of some £12,000 a year to raise.

This will mean making some changes to the paper, though hopefully not ones 
our readers will particularly notice. More colour will mean we can sell more 
advertising, at a higher rate, and we will, for instance, be introducing subscriptions 
– so you could buy a non-Burngreave living loved one a year’s worth of 
Messengers delivered direct to their door!

We will also be creating partnerships with other organisations in the area so that 
we can help to support one another, and help to ensure that the community can 
hear about, and take part in opportunities created. 

If you have any other ideas about how we can fundraise, or new ways we can build 
partnerships with other groups in the area, please let us know! You can email us at 
our usual address, and we will be holding an open meeting with all our friends and 
partners in May or June, please see the next issue for full details. 

As it says below, the Burngreave Messenger is a community newspaper, with 
editorial independence, distributed free to households in the ward. And that is 
what we intend to remain. 



www.burngreavemessenger.org4

Betty Smalley was a committed 
socialist and a fighter for social 
justice, as well as a community 
activist and a dear friend to many 
people.

A child during the Second World 
War, Betty remembered the 
Sheffield blitz and later saw the 
introduction of the National Health 
Service and the welfare state while working at 
the Co-op Opticians.

In the sixties and early seventies, she was an active 
member of the Trinity Methodist Church in Page Hall and a 
leader of the church Youth Club. She performed regularly 
on stage with Southey Operatic Society and became 
involved in a group declaring independence for Fir Vale, as 
part of a successful campaign to stop the construction of a 
dual carriageway.

Once Betty voted for the Liberal Party, the only party to 
protest against the council’s plan to demolish Victorian 
housing in the Abbeyfield Park area. Otherwise she was 
staunch Labour.

In the late seventies 
she joined SAVTE, the 
Sheffield Association for 
the Voluntary Teaching 
of English, which 
provided English tuition 
for speakers of other 
languages, and made 
lifelong friendships with 
members of the Chilean 
refugee community. 
A Jacaranda tree 
(pictured) was planted in Chile on the day of 
her funeral in memory of ‘Grandma Betty’.

Betty was a member of the Grimesthorpe Anti-Nuclear 
Group which was affiliated to CND, and she joined 
demonstrations at Greenham Common, Molesworth, 
Fylingdales and Menwith Hill, all American bases. She also 
dressed in white and made paper cranes to hang in the 
trees in the Peace Gardens and Firth Park.

In 1982 Betty joined Green City Action (GCA) and continued 
to be a Director for the rest of her life, attending meetings 
until the end of last year.

In the early 1990s Betty became more active with the 
Burngreave Community Action Forum and the arrival of 
New Deal for Communities funding. It was at this time that 
the annual Burngreave Festival started, and Betty’s Tea Tent 
appeared, to raise monies for GCA.

When the Friends of Firth Park was established Betty was a 
founding member. Her famous Tea Tent started to appear 
at the annual Summer Festival in Firth Park, with the 
money raised going to the festival itself.

In 1993 Betty joined the 40s to 60s group in the old clock 
tower. The group is still exists but is now more 70s to 90s! 
When Burngreave New Deal closed down GCA extended 
its reach to Firth Park and Betty was actively involved in 
the management committee of the Hope allotment on 
Windmill Lane. In the late 90s Betty began to practice Tai 
Chi, continuing till last year when she became too frail.

She campaigned to have the Firth Park Clock Tower 
restored, after an arson attack in the 1990s and has been 
a key member of the Friends of Burngreave Cemetery and 
Chapel, transcribing burial records for internet access.

In 2007, Betty was honoured with the title “Sheffield’s 
Woman of Inspiration”. A very apt description of her, an 
inspiration to us all over many decades.

The Friends of Firth Park are organising a small celebration 
of Betty's life on Mayday, Monday 6th May in the pavilion 
near to the Bowling Green in Firth Park.

There will be tea and cakes for sale and photos of Betty and 
people can come along to share their memories. 

Betty leaves a daughter Alex, a son Peter, three 
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.

Grandma Betty - a woman of inspiration 
Story by Steve Cooke | Photos courtesy of Hannah Isherwood
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Over 70 people braved the cold weather and participated 
in a litter pick in Fir Vale organised by Fir Vale Community 
Hub. The weather report had warned of snow but that did 
not deter people from taking part.

Local residents, were joined by people from the Sheffield 
Roma Network, and Sheffield Litter Pickers group, as well as 
a host of other local workers, all coming together to get the 
streets of Fir Vale shining.

The area has suffered from bad publicity due to the 
amount of litter and problems with rats, but people are 
determined to work together to make sure that the area is 
clean and litter free.

Geraldine Houlton of Sheffield Litter Pickers was impressed 
with the enthusiasm and commitment of the local team 
and offered to be involved in future litter picks. Usman 
Yousaf, the Community Cohesion Co-ordinator at Fir Vale 

Community Hub was also delighted with the turnout. He 
said:

“Local residents were delighted to see young people and 
others from all backgrounds working and socialising 
together.”

A week later, Usha Blackham, from Aspiring Communities 
Together, organised another pick on Earl Marshall Road and 
Whiteways. The group of around 25 steadily worked their 
way around the pathways clearing all litter. One area in 
front of garages on Whiteways Road was particularly bad, 
with dumped furniture, garden waste and general rubbish, 
but that got cleared.

Councillor Mark Jones attended the session and said:

“It was a great turnout for Saturday’s litter pick. I think 
Usha is amazing and I would like to thank her and others 
for their efforts in organising this and other litter picks.”

See the Sheffield Litter Pickers Facebook page for further 
information about upcoming clean ups.

Keeping the streets shining
Story by Patrick Moran and Deborah Blencowe | Photos by Patrick Moran and Deborah Blencowe

Advice centres feel the strain
Story by Richard Belbin

The introduction of Universal Credit has, as expected, had 
a major impact upon advice centres. Since April 2018, 45% 
of enquiries to Citizens Advice Bureau’s have been related 
to Universal Credit. Unsurprisingly, Burngreave has the 
highest number of service users of any ward in Sheffield. 

Demand is particularly high for helping set up new claims 
and checking whether it is even appropriate for claimants 
to move onto UC, and whether they will  be financially 
better off or not.  This is particularly important as the 
strains on formal advice services such as the CAB mean that 

people are desperate for any support and advice they can 
get. There are even reports of people paying for unofficial 
advice and support - £10 to make a phone call, and £30-50 
to complete a form. Such support leaves claimants at risk of 
giving insufficient or even wrong information which could 
leave them worse off financially.

If you need help, use the ‘Help to Claim’ service. From  
1st April an appointment based service will be provided 
across the city. Open Monday to Friday, 8am to 6pm, it can 
be accessed by calling 0800 144 8444. 
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Fašiangy’ Ball
Story by Bibiana Jordan-Horvath | Photos by CSSS

Czech and Slovak Society Sheffield organised the second 
CSSS International ‘Fašiangy’ Ball on 2nd March. It took 
place at the Holiday Inn Victoria promoting the weekend 
school based in the Endeavour Centre, Fir Vale.

The evening brought together Czechs, Slovaks and their 
friends living and working locally and talented Slovak 
musicians called DuoBand were playing great tunes 
reminding attendees of their home ball season!

We had special guests from the Slovak Embassy in London 
and soon to be open Czech Consulate in Manchester with 
us here in Sheffield. 

Many CSSS members and small business owners donated 
wonderful raffle prizes to support the ‘get well campaign’ 
of a little brave Slovak-English boy called Alex living here in 
Sheffield - see #AlexandersJourney for more details.

We welcome new members and contributors to our 
Facebook page #CSSS and #Slovak-Sheffield

The next event, ‘Majáles’, will take place on 4th May and all 
families are warmly invited. Watch out for Slovak Consulate 
Days that will take place soon in Fir Vale area.  
Visit www.facebook.com/alexgjourney/

Proving you’re never too old for romance, St Catherine’s 
Nursing Home celebrated Valentine’s Day with romantic 
lunches and a wonderful afternoon’s entertainment from 
singer Paul Anthony.

Raymond and Gina (pictured) were amongst those enjoying 
a two course lunch at the home, still happily devoted to 
one another after fifty years of marriage. “It was lovely” 
Gina told us, just before rushing off for the next part of the 
days entertainment.

A full room was seated for an hour’s entertainment from 
the excellent singer Paul Anthony, who kept everyone 
entertained and got folk up dancing!  The surprisingly 
boisterous audience certainly enjoyed his performance 
– when he told us he ‘fancied a bit of Elvis’ Sheila quickly 
asked ‘ooh, which bits?’ Showing no concern for health 
and safety Paul then invited the crowd to twist again to 
his renditions of hits by the likes of Tommy Steele, the 
Monkees, Tom Jones and Tony Christie.

Events co-ordinator Julie was delighted with the day: 

“It went fantastic. All those faces lit up with happiness, 
they all absolutely loved it.”

Resident Mary certainly agreed:

“Paul was wonderful, I haven’t seen anything like this  
in ages”

Never too old
Story and photos by Richard Belbin
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Sheffield 
Community 

Toolbank 
Relaunch Event!

Saturday 
23rd March 
10am -4pm

Includes:
* Tool swap 
* Tool sharpening 
* Repair cafe 
* Bitfixit 
* People's Kitchen 
Pitsmoor (2-4pm)

AbbeyÞeld Park 
House, S4 7AT
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New age travellers living near to the former Sheffield ski 
village have been told they have 28 days to leave the site 
after losing their legal battle.

The group, living on land off Pickering Road, had challenged 
an eviction notice issued by Sheffield City Council.

Travellers arguing against eviction said they had lived on 
the site for more than a decade and as a result had an 
“implied licence to occupy the site”.

But Judge Geoffrey Robinson rejected their claim, saying:

“No developer would be prepared to undertake the 
task of developing a site such as this without being 
guaranteed vacant possession of all of it.”

Mr Robinson also refused the group a right to appeal, 
although they will be appealing against that decision. He 
refused the council demand that the defendants pay the 
council’s costs.

Traveller Shaz said:

“It's a shame that they're not going to give us extra time 
to tidy the site up, that's going to be an extra cost to 

the tax payers, which we didn't want. If they'd told us in 
2015 that they wanted the land back for 2017 then we 
would have moved peacefully and quietly, had time to fix 
up vehicles and clean up after ourselves

Jim Steinke, cabinet member for neighbourhoods and 
community safety, said: 

“We need to enact the decision that's been given today 
but I think that we will do that in a human and common 
sense way. I would hope that people move on as quickly 
as possible, but not in undue haste.”

Sheffield Ski Village opened in the 1990s but has been 
derelict since fires in 2012. The land the travellers live on 
has been vacant since the 1970s. 

To mark the 30th anniversary of the opening of their 
Sheffield branch on Burngreave Road, Arnold Clark Car 
& Van Rental presented a cheque for £10,000 to Unity 
Gym Project. They chose the Unity Gym Project for 
this donation based on recommendations from their 
customers. 

Established in 2010, Unity Gym Project offers vital support 
and opportunities for young people in Sheffield. They 
are committed to developing the health and wellbeing of 
vulnerable children and adults in Sheffield. 

Arnold Clark held a ceremony, attended by the Mayor 
of Sheffield and members of the community, where  a 
cheque was presented to the Unity Gym Project on the 6th 
February 2019.

Mr Brasab, from Unity Gym Project, said: 

“Everyone here is so grateful for the kind donation from 
Arnold Clark Car & Van Rental. The money will be used 

to help improve our facilities and help the people of 
Sheffield. We cannot thank them enough because a 
donation of this size will make such a difference.” 

Margaret Spiers, Operations Manager at Arnold Clark, said:

“We’re incredibly proud to make this donation.” 

Arnold Clark donate £10,000 to Unity Gym
Story by Graham Jones | Photo courtesy of Arnold Clark

Travellers must move on
Story by John Malkin | Photo by Richard Belbin
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Filipino community celebrates anniversary
Story by Suman Shrestha | Photos by Sam Boakye-Yiadom and Anthony J. Hill

Burngreave hosts many 
communities within its boundaries, 
including less well recognised ones, 
such as the Filipino community. 

This community recently celebrated 
it’s fourth anniversary in the Rock 
Centre. More than 400 people from 
almost forty different nations were 
gathered in the church. The church 
was transformed to a spiritual 
theatre with great atmosphere and 
high energy. Members performed 
beautifully on stage.

Mr Aris, Filipino leader and elder 
from the church hosted the event 
throughout the day and highlighted 
how the community formed and 

linked to the Rock Christian church. 
To make their celebration more 
memorable, the kids performed 
dance and other Filipino’s sang from 
time to time. 

During the celebration, they 
remembered their loved ones who 
passed away recently. Sister Jennifer 
Parilla, who passed away last year 
was one of the active members 
of the church. Her son, Tim, and 
husband, Elwyn, gave a speech in 
her memory and everyone was 
emotional. They also prayed for the 
brother of Virginia who recently 
passed away. Church family paid 
tribute and prayed for the family.

The Filipino community presented 
various mouth-watering traditional 
foods. The hog roast (whole pig) 
was the main attraction and was 
donated by Mr Parilla in memory of 
his loving wife Jen.

Mr Elwyn Parilla, who is an active 
member of the Filipino community 
said:

“It’s always nice to gather and 
meet in celebration. Being away 
from our home country, we 
try to follow and present our 
culture and traditions which is 
a great way to socialise in the 
community.

at Abbeyfield Park House

Our next two make and eat sessions

Saturday 23rd March: Pancakes Making and  
Curtain Design (joint event with Green City Action)

Saturday 27th April: Algerian Cous Cous and Textiles

All our events are free… more information on our 
‘People’s Kitchen Pitsmoor’ Facebook page
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Our health matters
Story by Carrie Hedderwick 

I am talking to Dr Lou Millington who has worked at 
Pitsmoor Surgery for the last seven years.

Our topic is Breast Screening Awareness. Screening 
women to check for breast cancer is very important, 
but unfortunately, here in Burngreave, not enough of us 
women are picking up on it. As I am write on International 
Women’s Day – 8th March - I think we should definitely 
focus on medical advances that benefit women.  

Dr Millington told me how the surgery ran a Breast 
Screening Awareness session yesterday, where women 
were invited in to find out what the screening programme 
is all about. Women asked a range of questions – where do 
we have to go, who is most likely to develop breast cancer, 
what happens at the screening test, why do we test women 
if they are not experiencing any health problems? 

These are some of the answers and statistics:

• About 1 in 8 women in the UK are diagnosed with 
breast cancer during their lifetime. If it's detected early, 
treatment is more successful and there's a good chance 
of recovery

• Screening aims to find breast cancers early. It uses an 
X-ray test called a mammogram that can spot cancers 
when they're too small to see or feel.

• The likelihood of getting breast cancer increases with 
age. All women registered with a GP, and aged from 
50 to their 71st birthday, are automatically invited for 
screening every three years.

• Talk to staff at the surgery or to someone you feel 
comfortable with to help you think about the test. .

• Staff can arrange a visit to your local breast screening 
unit before the test.

• The screening only takes a few minutes, and the whole 
appointment about 30 minutes.

There is a lot of good information on several websites – we 
recommend:

• www.nhs.uk/conditions/breast-cancer-screening/ 

• www.cancerresearchuk.org/about-cancer/breast-
cancer/screening/breast-screening

There are lot of women GPs, nurses and health care 
assistants at Pitsmoor Surgery – which makes discussing 
specific women’s health issues that much easier.

New trial a win  
for workers
Story by Theodor Bruckner

A health-led employment trial is testing a revolutionary 
type of support service to help people find and stay in 
work.

Earning a decent living, enjoying work and living a healthy 
life are things that everyone deserves. Sometimes it’s 
challenging to get this balance right, and help to do so can 
be hard to find, but a ground-breaking new research trial is 
bringing hope.

The Working Win trial, delivered by South Yorkshire 
Housing Association, is testing an approach that is tailored 
to meet the needs of the individual. This new method 
focusses on strengths, skills and aspirations to help people 
achieve their ambitions whilst maintaining good health. 

The trial is for people with a mental and/or physical health 
condition who are out of work and looking for a job, or in 
work and struggling. Participants can be aged 18 or over 
and need to be registered with a GP in South Yorkshire. 

In an interview with BBC Radio Sheffield, one of the 
trial participants, Graham, said “Working Win treated 
me like a person; not as a number, or a problem, or an 
inconvenience… they gave me my smile back. They gave me 
my life back. It’s as simple as that” 

There’s still an opportunity for 5,000 more people to sign 
up. If you want to be part of this ground-breaking trial – or 
if you know a patient, friend, family member or co-worker 
who might benefit – please do visit www.workingwin.com 
or call 0114 290 0218.

Congratulations to the Burngreave and Shiregreen 
Health Visitors Team, who were the runners up for the 
team category in Best Delivery of Direct Patient Care at 
this years Sheffield Children’s Hospital Star Awards.
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Wolf Country review by Kevin Stapleton

Tunde Farrand’s Wolf Country is a thrilling dystopian novel 
set in an all too near and all too familiar future. 

With shades of the Hunger Games and Logan’s Run 
(teenagers - ask your parents), the world of Wolf Country 
sees the nation divided between High Spenders, Mid 
Spenders and Low Spenders. Those capable of working 
gain a ‘Right to Reside’ but woe betide anyone who isn’t so 
capable, and who becomes ‘non-profitable.’

Our hero, Alice, is a (rather irritating, at first) Mid Spender 
who completely believes in the system, until her husband 
Philip mysteriously disappears. With her world turned 
upside down, Alice investigates and has no choice but to 
question the beliefs and values she has grown up with. She 
also finds out some disturbing truths about her own family. 

It’s a highly contemporary novel, critiquing consumerism, 
the dehumanisation of those deemed unworthy and the 
mechanisms by which the wider population is drawn into 
supporting reactionary measures like the Dignatoriums. A 
highly visual novel, that speeds along. Well worth reading. 

Tunde Farrand has just published 
for first novel, ‘Wolf Country’ – a 
work of  dystopian fiction. She 
moved to the UK from Hungary and 
settled in Sheffield twelve years 
ago. She has an MA in creative 
writing from Sheffield Hallam 
University and works as a language 
specialist and modern language 
teacher. She has successfully run 
creative writing workshops in 
Burngreave.

When did you start writing?

Although I have always had a love 
of literature and storytelling, I never 
had any concrete plans and didn’t 
think seriously about writing until 
the idea of Wolf Country came to 
me.

What is the significance of the 
title?

The wolf symbolises the predatory 
nature of those who control the 
society in which the book is set. It’s 
a near future world in which citizens 
monthly spending determines their 
social class and those who can’t 
consume any more face compulsory 
euthanasia. 

What was the inspiration for the 
story?

The inspiration was the ever-
increasing inequality in our current 
society and the damage caused 
by over-the-top consumerism and 
savage capitalism. In my opinion 
we’re closer to the world described 
in the book than we realise. 

What do you think makes a good 
story?

I personally can’t imagine a good 
story without fluency. I wanted to 
bring the message across in Wolf 
Country but never at the expense of 
the storyline which I aimed to keep 
original and gripping. 

What do you hope your readers 
take away from this book?

I meant it as a warning, to show 
where we might end up. I hope 
everyone who reads Wolf Country 
will stop for a minute and see our 
hectic, money-chasing lifestyle for 
what it is. See our government for 
what it is. See what all this does 
to people, to their relationships, 
through the characters around 
which the drama unfolds. 

What were the key challenges you 
faced writing this book?

One of them is that I wrote it in a 
foreign language. It made it much 
slower and more tiring for me. The 
other is that it’s my first novel so 
despite having a fairly clear idea 
of the social message and the 
storyline, I had to learn the skills as 
I went. I worked on it for five years, 
out of which two years were full 
time, every day. 

Available to buy from:

http://eye-books.com/books/wolf-
country 

and all good booksellers.

Living in Wolf Country 
Story by Suman Shrestha | Photos by Suman Shrestha and Tunde Farrand
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Asmaa Chaudhry

Story and photo by Abdul Hunnan

Asmaa Chaudhry volunteers for various 
organisations, including the women’s social club, 
Empowering Together (which Asmaa runs and funds 
on her own with the cooperation of Burngreave 
Library) and Sheffield City of Sanctuary, promoting 
awareness of mental and social health through art 
and craft and beauty workshops.

“I want to work voluntarily for the betterment and 
welfare of the Burngreave community. Women of 
Burngreave area come and learn daily activities like 
doing online shopping, health and care for them 
and their family.

“Voluntary work is a good way to pay back to your 
community what have you achieved so far. I have 
received love, respect, education, such a safe life 
and future from this country. By volunteering I give 
something back.”

She also works at the Sheffield Cats Shelter

“I believe animals are beautiful creatures of God who 
share the world with us. I use my skills and expertise 
to raise the money by organising workshops. All the 
money raised goes to save the cats and kittens”.  

“When people turn to me and say ‘you make my life 
easier’, that’s what motivates me and means a lot 
to me.”

Catherine Gaze

Story and photo by Deborah Blencowe

SAGE Greenfingers is a local charity supporting adults 
with mental health needs through horticultural 
therapy and is based at Grimesthorpe Allotments on 
Grimesthorpe Road. They also run separate women only 
singing group at the Welcome Centre on Nottingham 
Street.   

Catherine Gaze has been volunteering with SAGE 
Greenfingers since 2012. She supports the women only 
Monday group by helping and encouraging group members 
to get involved with various gardening activities.  

“It’s local to me, so I don’t have to travel far. I enjoy 
gardening with other people and volunteering at SAGE 
gave me the opportunity to do that and be part of a 
group.  I’ve also had the chance to learn more about 
gardening and develop my own skills. 

“It’s lovely being part of the allotment and watching the 
seasons change. I’ve also got to know other people at 
the group; some of the members have been coming 
since I started seven years ago.  

“Apart from being at the allotment, volunteers also get 
the opportunity to go out on volunteer social evenings, 
go on group trips and take part in training.”

Large raised beds ready for planting new crops in the 
spring, lots of strawberry plants ,and  beautiful fig, apple 
and pear trees. The fruit and vegetables are grown by 
group members and cooked in a meal which is shared at 
the end of every session. There are craft activities that take 
place as well as the gardening elements.

The allotment also provides the opportunity for mixed 
sessions to attend and do their work on Tuesdays, 
Wednesday and Thursdays 11:00am - 14:00pm.

For any further information on the charity and how to get 
involved in volunteering, please contact Emma Msigiti on 
0114 273 7718 or have a look at the website 
www.sagesheffield.org.uk

Celebrating volunteers

There are hundreds of people working as volunteers 
across Burngreave, providing vital support for both groups 
and the people that they support, as well as learning new 
skills and making new friends as well as making a big 
difference to their community. Here, four of them explain 
what they do and why.
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Liz and Clare

Story by Jenny Johnson | Photo courtesy of Aesop

Liz and Clare are two volunteer peer motivators at Dance 
to Health, a falls prevention programme for older people. 
It uses professional dance artists trained in physio based 
strength and balance exercises at weekly sessions to help 
improve participants’ balance and strength.

Liz and Clare both help out the dance artist with running 
the session – everything from modelling exercises and 
starting off dances to making the tea!

Why did you start? 

Liz: I love dance and I’m also of an age where keeping 
active and maintaining balance is important so I am killing 
two birds with one stone! Also volunteering has always 
been a part of my life – even when I worked full time.

What do you get out of it?

Enjoyment! The opportunity to meet new people in 
different areas of Sheffield (Liz also volunteers at our 
Stocksbridge group). The opportunity to work with 
professional dancers is just fantastic. It has opened doors 
to other avenues of dance.

What advice would you give to anyone else wanting to 
volunteer?

Do it! It is rich, rewarding, exciting, challenging – go for it.

Fir Vale community hub hosts a weekly Women’s Only 
session on a Thursday morning starting at 10am. We dance 
for 90 minutes and then have 30 minutes for tea and 
biscuits and a chat.

Get in touch if you’d like to find out more about 
participating or volunteering, visit www.dancetohealth.org 
call 07586 367 973 or email jenny.johnson@ae-sop.org

Celebrating volunteers
Jim Dimond

Interviewed by Kevin Stapelton

I’ve been a volunteer tutor for SAVTE (Sheffield 
Association for the Voluntary Teaching of English) for 
two years. When I took early retirement I was looking 
at what to do that would be rewarding and useful. I 
went to Conversation Club where a former colleague 
taught and really enjoyed it. I met really interesting 
people with fascinating stories to tell. It inspired me 
to want to go further and do more.

I discovered SAVTE ran training courses for people 
with no experience in teaching, and signed up. I had 
to make a commitment to teaching one-to-one in a 
learner’s homes in order to take up the training.  
I did that for six months and moved onto running a 
conversation group of mainly beginners. Now I lead 
a ‘high level’ group for people with an already good 
standard of English but who need to develop it. Many 
are professionals in their home countries, health 
professionals, engineers et cetera.

It is the only group of its kind in Sheffield, allowing 
people to develop a more sophisticated vocabulary. 
We get speakers in every week, such as Sheffield 
councillors, a senior lecturer in metallurgy from Hallam 
University, as well as a Palestinian film-maker and a 
woman who set up her own catering business. They 
help the students learn new skills and get ideas to 
develop their own careers. 

Anyone interested should just give it a try! SAVTE 
always needs more volunteers. There are details on the 
website (www.savte.org.uk).

The High Level Conversation Club met at Vestry Hall, 
Burngreave, 10 - 11.30 on Wednesdays

To find volunteer opportunities that suit you, visit the 
Sheffield Volunteer Centre website:  
www.sheffieldvolunteercentre.org.uk

Liz, Clare and dance artist Lucy

Jim (right) with students at SAVTE
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Samuel Wardle was born on 19th 
October 1897 the son of James 
Wardle and Mary Marshall who 
already had six children. James 
died in 1905 and was buried 
in Burngreave Cemetery. Mary 
married Edward Hannah in 1906.  

It is believed that Samuel was 
then sent to the Sheffield Union 
Workhouse children’s homes who 
sent him on  to Dr Barnardo’s “Ever 
Open Door”, then on William Street 
(it moved to 23 Pitsmoor Road in 
1916. Barnardo’s in turn sent him 
via a ten day voyage from Liverpool 
on the S/S Ottawa to a new life in 
Canada in October 1906. At the 
time this was a common fate for  
Barnardo’s children. Between 1869 
and the late 1930s, over 100,000 
juvenile migrants were sent to 
Canada.

By the age of fifteen Samuel was 
working as a servant at for the 
Trimble household in Amaranth, 
Ontario.

Samuel enlisted for the First 
World War. Signing up for the 58th 
Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Central 
Ontario Regiment) on 6th July 1915 
in Niagara, Ontario. His next of kin 
was listed as Mrs M.H. Hanner of 
4 Court 6 House Topham Street. 
He gave his occupation as harness 
maker. He was 5’4”.

Private Samuel Wardle was to die 
of spinal meningitis, in Aldershot 
Isolation Hospital, Hampshire on 
18th March 1916. It is recorded as 
a “Death due to service” as spinal 
meningitis then commonly afflicted 
servicemen in action.

On 25th March 1916 Samuel was 
buried in the same plot as his father 
in Burngreave Cemetery. A tragic 
homecoming.

A tragic homecoming
Story by Graham Jones, with thanks to Lyn Howsam and The Friends of Burngreave Cemetery and Chapel 
Photo courtesy of Northern General Hospital history group

A Taste of Arabia comes to Firth Park
Story and photos by Deborah Blencowe

I met the owner of the new A Taste of Arabia restaurant 
in Firth Park on Friday 1st March when they were 
having their opening day. Gaber Muthana has been in 
the restaurant business for a number of years and also 
owns the Red Sea Cuisine restaurant on Ellesmere Road, 
Burngreave.

A Taste of Arabia is the first Arabian restaurant to open 
in Firth Park. The building was beautifully decorated and 
places set out for dining on all the tables. There was a very 
good turn out for the event, over sixty people. The chef had 
cooked a complimentary meal for everyone of lamb on the 
bone with two different types of rice. Mine was superb.

The event was opened by Firth Park Councillor, Abdul 
Kayum who kindly cut the red ribbon.

The menu pricing is reasonable and quite competitive and 
it is open for breakfast with a number of choices including 
an English option. Hot and cold drinks are available. The 
restaurant is not licenced for alcohol consumption.

446 Firth Park Road, Sheffield S5 6HH. 
Opening Times: Monday - Saturday 8am - 9pm,  
Sunday 10am - 9pm. Telephone: 0114 327 2525
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You may start to see a new logo 
around Burngreave and Sheffield… 
Sheffield Community Toolbank is 
the new name for the Toolbank, 
that is run by Green City Action 
from Abbeyfield Park House. 

Lucy Melleney, Development 
Manager for Green City Action says:

“We wanted to make the tools 
available both to local people 
and also to people further afield 
in Sheffield, who are concerned 
about the level of consumption 
and waste in our society. At heart 
we are an environmental charity 
and therefore want to reduce the 
need for people to keep buying 
brand new tools, which end up 
sitting on a shelf; instead they 
can borrow them when they need 
them at a very reasonable cost.”

Other things have been changing 
recently at the Toolbank. There’s 
a new co-ordinator in place, Dean 
Hill, who’s brought along some fresh 
energy and vision! Dean and a new 
volunteer, Jack, have worked hard at 
cleaning and sorting and the room 

has a new layout, making things a 
lot more visible - easier to find and 
easier to see what we have. 

We have been working hard to 
enter the 21st Century, all of our 
tools are now listed on-line, using 
the MyTurn website, so that you can 
check out the tools available, from 
the comfort of your own home! In 
the future, we will be working on an 
online booking system too. 

There is a wide variety of tools, 
ranging from hand tools, such 
as spanners and saws, to petrol 
powered gardening tools including, 
hedge-trimmers and strimmers. All 
tools are hired out for a week-long 

period, Saturday to Saturday at low 
prices, to make them affordable for 
all. Dean is also available to offer 
help and handy tips on which tools 
you may need. 

As well as making tools affordable, 
Toolbank is committed to helping 
reduce waste, by encouraging 
sharing of underused assets - we 
don’t all need to buy electric drills 
that end up sitting for most of the 
year unused in a cupboard! We 
have good quality tools that are 
useful for most popular DIY tasks, 
that can be hired when you need 
them. 

To launch all of our new features, 
we will be having an event at 
Abbeyfield Park House on Saturday 
23rd March, 10am-4pm. Toolbank 
will be open for you to have a 
look around and we will also be 
providing an onsite tool-sharpening 
service and tool swap. Bring along 
old tools in decent repair that you 
no longer use and swap them for 
something different! 

Alongside the Toolbank, there will 
be Repair Sheffield and Bitfixit, who 
will be available to repair items to 
stop you having to replace them. 
Bring along any items that you need 
repairing - Bitfixit will look at any 
computer repairs and problems you 
may have. 

Also on the day Pitsmoor People’s 
Kitchen will be hosting one of their 
regular events - cooking Serbian 
Chicken. 

All are welcome to come along, 
bring your items to be sharpened, 
repaired or swapped, have a 
chat and enjoy some delicious 
refreshments.

Make do and mend - with the new Toolbank
Story by Jenny Tibbles | Photo by Lucy Melleney
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Mark and Talib

Wensley TARA and Wensley 

Community Centre.

• Friday 29th March 

• Friday 26th April 
6pm – 7pm

Contact: 0114 203 7562
https://northeastsheffield.wordpress.com/

Mark Jones

07500 764 202 

(Mobile) 

mark.jonescllr@

sheffield.gov.uk

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall) 

Surgery dates 

Firshill Tenants’ and Residents’ 

Association, 11 Firshill Glade,  

S4 7DX.

• Tuesday 18th March

• Tuesday 16th April 

10.30am – 12noon

Jackie Drayton

0114 243 5388 

(Home) 

jackie.drayton@

sheffield.gov.uk

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall)

Surgery dates

Burngreave Library, 

Sorby House, 42 Spital Hill.

• Saturday 13th April  

11am - 12.15pm

Local Councillors and 
surgery dates

Talib Hussain

0114 273 5380  

(Town Hall) 

talib.hussain@

sheffield.gov.uk

Surgery dates 

Firvale Community Hub (PACA), 

127 Page Hall Road.

• Thursday 21st March

• Thursday 17th April 

2pm – 3pm

A truly inspirational woman
Story by Jackie Drayton

I first met Betty when I moved to Burngreave and joined Grimesthorpe Anti 

Nuclear Group (established to counter the nuclear threat!) And in 1982 we 

visited Greenham Common together to support the campaigning women 

and I've had the honour to be her friend ever since. With her wonderful 

sense of humour mingled with a broad knowledge of politics and world 

affairs, Betty was committed to campaigning and improving her community.

In 2007 when Betty was awarded the Lord Mayor's Women of Inspiration, 

'Outstanding Woman of the Year' typically she said, ‘I can't see how 

I've been an inspiration to anyone - There are other people who are real 

heroines'. Says the founder member of the Friends of Firth Park and Save 

the Clock Tower Campaign, volunteer at SAVTE, local treasurer for Amnesty 

International, Trustee of Green City Action, former Governor of local 

schools, member of the Friends of Burngreave Cemetery Chapel, supporter 

of Abbeyfield and Firth Park festivals, running the famous Betty's Tea Tent 

and producing her legendary chocolate cake!

When asked at the time, what message she'd like to pass on as inspiration to 

others, she said:

“I'd like people to know how powerful community can be when it gets 

together. And I'd like people to respect each other, not just on the level of 

between different races but between individuals too.”

To me Betty was a truly inspirational woman and a fantastic community 

activist - she did make a difference! 

She was a wonderful friend and I will miss her kindness, support and lovely 

smile.
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Sheffield become the centre of positive 
community policing as Roma people 
of Page Hall and spiritual leaders from 
Slovakia joined forces with Fir Vale School 
to support South Yorkshire Police in the 
critical investigation of a missing teenager 
Pamela Horváthová.

Pamela had been missing for seven weeks 
before she was found “safe and well” on 
6th February.

Supt McCurry, who had led the police 
investigation, said:

“This demonstrates the impact we can 
have in working together to protect our 
communities and every person within 
them. “Pamela was found as a direct 
result of the public getting involved in this 
investigation and I will be forever grateful 
for the public's support in helping us find 
Pamela.”

Parenting classes are the 
educational courses for parents, 
which help them to develop and 
maintain positive relationships 
with their children.

The ‘Incredible Years’ in an 
interlocking, evidence based 
programme for parents supported 
by over 30 years of research. 
The aim of this wonderful course 
is to deal with young children’s 
behavioural problems and promote 
their social, emotional and 
academic competence.

Recently, in January this year, 
a group of parents successfully 
completed this 15 week course, 
which was run in Firth Park by 
Sheffield City Council. 

There were around 15 parents that 
at-tended the course who were 
full of excitement and the highly 
qualified and experienced course 
leaders, Fiona and Laura, guided 
them well. The parents found 
this very helpful. In each session, 
they shared their experiences and 
involved themselves for the task 
practically and followed all the 
instructions given by the course 
leaders. 

One parent enthused:

“This course is amazing. Each 
session there is something 
different to be learned, making 
me more confident and feeling 
motivated.”

Important topics which are 
discussed on this course 
include empathy, attention and 
involvement. Quality time, problem 
solving, praise, encouragement, 
limits and ignoring distractions are 
among other issues that are also 
covered.

Another parent also expressed their 
appreciation:

“My son is having developmental 
delays: interaction, speech and 
language problems, but this 
course is helping me a lot. Now 
I can see the difference and how 
he is improving. Many thanks 
to the course leaders for their 
guidance.” 

Course leader Fiona, explained:

“Parents who come to our 
Incredible Years programmes are 
initially worried that they may 
be judged or have been asked to 
attend, so already feel that they 
are doing things wrong.

“What we soon notice is 
that parents relax into the 
programme, self-reflect and re-
evaluate their parenting styles by 
themselves. We provide a warm 
friendly atmosphere for this self-
learning to hap-pen. 

“The comments that we receive 
back are fabulous. They love the 
programme and often want to 
attend again and again!”

For further information, contact 
Fiona Brown and Laura Whittaker 
at the Central Parenting Team: 0114 
205 7243.

Congratulations, parenting course graduates
Story by Suman Shrestha | Photo by Stacy Flynn

Missing Pamela Horváthová found
Story by Bibiana Jordan-Horvath
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Good times at Ellesmere Children’s Centre
Story by Deborah Blencowe | Photograph provided by Ellesmere Children’s Centre

Dr. Sharon Curtis, manager, welcomed me to the Open 
Day at Ellesmere Children’s Centre on Maxwell Street, 
Burngreave on Saturday 23rd February. 

The centre was established in 1996 and for over twenty 
years, it has cared for and educated pre-school children of 
parents and carers from Burngreave and surrounding areas. 
As an Ofsted outstanding provision Local families were 
invited to come along and enjoy the day at the centre, 
which was previously the Ellesmere School, to celebrate 
the completion of three major refurbishments. The upper 
floor of the Centre has been completely renovated and a 
new roof has been put on the building so it can be used 
for workshops and activities by local groups, artists and 
practitioners. 

Sharon was extremely busy with other visitors, who 
shared their surprise at the extent of the renovation. I 
decided to take myself around the site to have a closer 
look at this extraordinary setting! On the first floor there 
is a state of the art facility used as a fabulous kitchen area 
where people were making an array of very tasty food 
from a range of cultural backgrounds; these dishes were 
beautifully displayed and on sale. Outside, there is a play 
area where parents had the first opportunity to see the 
brilliant new equipment, which will be used by children 
attending the centre. There is a lovely Yoga, Meditation 
Room too, which can be hired.

A new transcultural play and emotional therapy centre 
named Emosi has been created in the former school 
caretaker’s house. This provides an oasis for children with 
a quiet, tranquil and calming garden space where young 
children with emotional and behavioural challenges can be 
assessed, supported and cared for. 

Speaking at an Open Day for professionals and practitioners 
in Early Years Development at Emosi in Burngreave, local 

MP Gill Furniss praised the team behind the new centre 
and pledged her on-going support for the new service:

“Emosi looks just fantastic. I just can’t believe the 
transformation that has turned the old school building 
into a new therapy and assessment centre that is simply 
first class. The services that are planned to be provided 
at Emosi are badly needed in the area and right across 
Sheffield, I will be giving the centre my full support and I 
urge others in Sheffield to do the same and make full use 
of this amazing new facility in our city.”

The team at Ellesmere are very excited about their new 
services. To view the new facilities, call Dr. Curtis on  
0114 281 2143.

George & Brian: Parked in the wrong place by Edgar Lowman

Sorry I've 
been away, I 
was fetching 

this frog fella...

He got toad away!I'd parked him 
in the wrong 

place...
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On 8th February 2019, the SAGE singing group were 
joined by three Sheffield community choirs from across 
the city. Each choir, Singing Through the Seasons, Purple 
Cats Community Choir, Carfield Community Choir and 
Body of Sound sang a range of songs before coming 
together to perform a selection of songs in unison. 

The cathedral was full and tickets for the event sold out a 
week before. A long queue snaked around the cathedral 
before the doors opened as the choirs rehearsed their 
final pieces. Each choir was also given the opportunity 
to express the positive impact of singing on them as 
individuals. SAGE volunteer and singer Jane said: 

“Singing is good for your body and mind and I urge you to 
come and sing with us.” 

Amongst the singing and comments, the SAGE choir took 
time to acknowledge members of their choir who were 
too unwell to attend or sadly no longer part of the group 
due to illness. The dedication brought into sharp focus 
the significance of mental ill health on the group as well 
as their determination to overcome personal health and 
wellbeing struggles. 

The cathedral was the ideal venue for the concert which 
has been planned for over a year. The concert was possible 
through funding from Postcode Community Trust and the 
group meet weekly on Mondays during term time at the 
Welcome Centre. The group have been active in promoting 
the concert, with a small section of the choir performing 
live on BBC Radio Sheffield earlier in the year. 

SAGE sing up a storm
Story by Ruby Munson-Hirst | Photos by Helena Dolby

The Bay Horse - a pub that rocks
Story and photo by James Woollen 

On the 9th March I attended a live 
music event at the Bay Horse pub 
located on Pitsmoor Road Sheffield.  
The evening was held in aid of ‘ 
Compass Children’s Charity’ and 
hosted various punk rock bands 
that were performing under the 
banner of ‘Punk 4 the Homeless’.

The bands that took part were 
Before They are Hanged, Dronny 
Bottom Buskers, The Sentence and 
Paul Carbuncle. It was a great night, 
that the large crowd really enjoyed, 
with thanks to the excellent hosts, 
Carolyn and Mike.

Excellent vegan food was also 
supplied by the People’s Kitchen 
Pitsmoor.

As well as gig nights, the Bay Horse 
hosts a weekly quiz on a Wednesday 
and a range of monthly events, 
including a book club on the last 
Thursday, a craft club on the second 
Monday, the Pitsmoor Ladies 
Club on the second Thursday of 
the month, and the Singles Night 
on irregular Friday’s (that’s seven 
inch singles, not a night for the 
unattached – although unattached 
people are definitely welcome).

With a range of beers such as 
Moonshine, Blue Moon as well as 
Wards and a range of lagers, bottles 
and a fine selection of gins, a warm 
welcome is assured. 

The Compass Children’s Charity helps to protect vulnerable children worldwide. 
More information can be found at: www.compasschildrenscharity.org.uk
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New youth group for Burngreave
Story by Huw Thomas

The Welcome Centre at Christ Church is soon to host 
a new youth club in collaboration with the Lindley 
Educational Trust. An initial meeting on Wednesday 
6th March shared information about a successful youth 
programme the Trust have run with young people in 
Manchester with an emphasis on physical activity and 
outdoor adventure.

As well as a weekly youth club, young people take part 
in regular sports and trips that have involved abseiling, 
kayaking, camping and mountaineering, and have the 
opportunity to gain qualifications in sports and coaching. 
A number of the young people have gone on to become 
volunteers and find paid work as a result of taking part.

Lindley’s Pete Agnew will be leading the sessions. Pete told 
the Messenger: 

“I am really excited about this project! We hope to 
challenge and inspire young people in Pitsmoor, but we 
can only do this with the help of local families and the 
wider Pitsmoor community. If you can help please get in 
touch, or help us spread the word to young people.”

The first session of the youth club will take place from 6.30 
- 8.30pm on Tuesday 23rd April at the Welcome Centre on 
Nottingham Street. To get involved or find out more email 
pete@hollowford.org or ring him on 07881 557 409.

Projects rewarded by Active Burngreave 
Story by Kathryn Mudge

Following a community panel meeting in February 
attended by local residents, community groups and young 
people, the following projects have been successful in 
securing funds to deliver local projects:

Romano Jilo
A project delivering both traditional Romani Dance sessions 
for local young people and an outreach project with local 
Roma families, aiming to improve their understanding of 
living healthy activity lifestyles. Sessions will take place 
on Saturdays at Page Hall Youth Centre. Family health 
events will take place throughout the next year. For more 
information please contact Basil Sage, 0754 7739 299 or 
bsage@btinternet.com

Reach Up Group
A project working with girls and women from BAME 
communities across Burngreave, providing a range of sport 
and physical activities. The project will also provide training 
and mentoring for volunteers, supporting women and girls 
to develop their skills and eventually run their own local 
projects. Sessions will take place at Verdon Recreation 
Centre, for more information please contact Safiya Saeed, 
07473 527 520 or reachupyouth@outlook.com 

Big Brother Burngreave
A project developed by young people for young people. 
Big Brother Burngreave provides a safe space for young 
men (aged 12-19 years) to take part in sport and activity, 
develop skills and take a range of sports qualifications. 
Sessions are led by trained young people, and mentored by 

the Active Burngreave Community Development Worker. 
Young people take part in activities, trips and qualifications 
which they choose, and talk about issues which are 
affecting them. Sessions are weekly, Saturday 12- 2pm at 
Verdon Recreation Centre. Contact Sahal Bare on 
07759 454 034 or email sahalbarre@hotmail.com

Aspiring Communities Together - 
‘Community Connectors Project’

A project providing information about what is going on 
in your area, a chance to meet new people and improve 
your health. Organised walks to services across Burngreave 
and beyond, learning about what is on offer to you locally, 
how to get involved in projects, how to access services and 
support with your health. Sessions take place on Thursday, 
meeting at Fir Vale Healthy Living Centre (times vary) 
for more information contact Usha Blackham, 0114 243 
4340/251 8903  ushablackham@actsheffield.com  

We are still open for applications to Active Burngreave.

The project aims to; Use sport and physical activity to 
empower a community to create social change and have 
a positive impact on social issues. We intend to do this via 
a community led project which combines activity delivery 
with training, education and empowerment of community 
members. Applications are open for projects to apply for 
up to £500 and up to £5000. Applications forms available 
by request, please contact Kathryn Mudge on 
07702 211 896 or kathryn.mudge@yorkshiresport.org
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The World’s Strongest Man visited Burngreave last month 
to try his hand at one of the stranger sports offered in 
the area –  Historical Medieval Battle (also known as 
‘buhurt’).

Eddie Hall, who won the World’s Strongest title in 2017, 
appeared at Northern Lists 5v5 Combat Training Arena on 
Burngreave Road to try out the sport, in advance of a new 
TV series called Knight Fight. 

In a full suit of armour, Eddie had a day of training, 
swinging axes and maces, before sparring with a 
professional fighter. Afterwards, he said:

“This is a really tough sport. These men are really putting 
their lives on the line for this. I’d only have another go if 
there was a big prize pot. If there was a £1 million fund 
up for grabs I’d maybe give it a try.” 

The Sheffield combat arena attracts people from across 
the country and is now looking ahead to the ‘Battle of the 
Nations’ Elimination World Championships. 

Knight Fight, a new History Channel series, will be 
presented by a team of experts including WWE star 
Christian Cage. Each episode follows six competitors as 
they battle with axes, swords, shields and spears while 
wearing over 36kg of armour until only one knight is left 
standing.

Featuring ‘real armour, real weapons, real fights and real 
people’, Knight Fight gives entrants the opportunity to 
enter the world of full contact armoured fighting. The local 
group have training sessions with the UK captain twice per 
week.

The arena, in what used to be St Catherine’s church hall, 
is the first of its kind in the UK. It provides a starting point 
for those wanting to try the sport and a training venue for 
those already fighting in armour. The arena is lined with 
high density foam tiles to minimize impact and marshals 
keep a watchful eye out for your safety.

For further information visit: www.5v5.co.uk/

Eddie gets into a Knight Fight
Story by Graham Parker | Photos by Dave Murray

EYP take the strain
Story and photo by Imran Ali

Ellesmere Youth Project have started a five week course 
with Hallam Barbell. 

We are going to the Sheffield University gym and Hallam 
Barbell to learn about British weight lifting, strength and 
conditioning and sports psychology incorporated into 
practical sessions. Young people will also do a session 
about steroids and be challenged mentally and physically. 
After the five weeks we hope we can continue the  
sessions locally.
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Last issue’s answer
Well done to Brian and Janet 
Gardner who correctly identified 
where Graham had got himself lost 
in last issue's quiz: They write:

Issue 140’s ‘Lost in Burngreave’ 
was the Massey hammer 
corner of Sutherland Street and 
Brightside Lane. 

The casting was from Brightside 
Foundry and Engineering at Ecclesfield owned by the 
Firth family. It was one of the last steam hammers built by 
Massey of Manchester, they went on to go update with the 
Space saver models. 

Just one thing and it as always bothered me the casting 
should be green and the name plate red, Brightside closed 
down in the late ‘60s but the office block still stands.

Brian and Janet Gardner

Dear Editor,

In response to the article ‘Express yourself, empower 
yourself’ featured in the February edition of the Burngreave 
Messenger, I was very pleased to read that young people 
from Burngreave are taking part in creative writing at the 
library and elsewhere. Reading and writing are still two 
vital skills which can get you places, whether it is applying 
for university or jobs, or knowing where to look in the 
library to do research for a college, school or university 
project. This article highlighted how vital it is that the area 
of Burngreave keeps a library service and how vital it is 
the Burngreave councillors, Jackie Drayton, Talib Hussain 
and Mark Jones fight for a professionally staffed library 
for Burngreave. The area and its people, young and old, 
deserve nothing less.

Yours faithfully,

Emmeline Stanton (Ms)

The quiz - 
Really lost in Burngreave
Brought to you by quizmaster Graham Jones

I must have taken a wrong turning when I got off the bus 
and goodness knows where I am now. All I can say is that 
I am on a residential street, near a park and there is a 
shiny metal archway about three metres high with more 
colourful features above my head as I pass underneath it.  
It stands resplendent on top of some rather rusty green 
railings. 

I seem to be near the throbbing nerve centre of a popular 
local journal. Can I still really be in Burngreave?

Letters may be edited for space

Write to us at Burngreave Messenger,  
Abbeyfield Park House, Abbeyfield Road, Sheffield S4 7AT.

Or email: mail@burngreavemessenger.org

Hello and thank you
In our ongoing series, we continue to show you how to say 
‘hello’ and ‘thank you’ in just some of the many languages 
spoken in Burngreave. 

Tagalog (Philippines)
Hello

Thank you

Hello

Thank you

Hello

Thank you

• Kumusta (ku-mus-ta)

• Salamat (sa-la-mat)

Shona (Zimbabwe)
• Mhoro (mo-row) 

• Waita Zvako (wa-yee-tah Zva-ko)

Hungarian
• Szia (see-ya)

• köszönöm (Keu-seu-neum) 
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Sheffield Health and Social 
Care governor elections
Story by Nico Hall

Nomination are now open for public and service user governors for 
Sheffield Health and Social Care NHS Foundation Trust (SHSC). The 
deadline is Tuesday 9th April.

SHSC provides a wide range of specialist health and social care services 
to improve the mental, physical and social wellbeing of the people living 
in Sheffield and in other areas. Amongst a wider range of other services, 
SHSC provides community-based, learning disability and inpatient 
services.

The North East of Sheffield currently doesn’t have anyone representing 
the public. It is the only public constituency of SHSC without any 
governors. This is despite our area having relatively high numbers of 
service users, carers and being the home of many SHSC facilities.

The role of governors is very important to the functioning of the Trust.  
Governors represent your views and hold Non-Executive Directors to 
account for the performance of the Trust Board.

Governors are part of a group of people from all different walks of life.  
Being a Governor can be very rewarding and interesting. If you’ve got 
the time to give, SHSC can give you all the support you need to carry out 
the role, including travel expenses and training.

There are vacancies in the following governor constituencies:

• 2 Public North East (East & West Ecclesfield, Southey, Firth Park, 
Burngreave, Shiregreen, Brightside);

• 4 Service User (must have used the Trust’s services within the past 
five years);

• 4 Carer (must have cared for someone who has used the Trust’s 
services within the past five years);

• 1 Young Service User or Carer (must have used or cared for 
someone who has used the Trust’s services within the last five 
years).

For more information, there is a workshop 20th March (from  
5.15pm – 6.15pm, Room 6, The Circle, VAS, 33 Rockingham Lane) that 
give much more detail about what’s involved and a full explanation of 
the nomination process. There will be existing governors on hand to 
give a first-hand view of the role.

Please book your place or ask any questions by phoning 0114 271 8825 
or email foundation.trust@shsc.nhs.uk  

You can find out more about the elections at https://shsc.nhs.uk/about-
us/get-involved/membership/governor-elections/ 
where there is also a link to the online nomination form.

SCC digital 
inclusion survey
Story by Abby Taylor-Harris

As part of the city council’s drive to improve 
digital access to our most needy communities, 
they are carrying out a survey of organisations 
and venues that allow public access to their 
computers. They want to see what equipment 
is available and to ensure that people have 
the skills and equipment required to access 
services, including Universal Credit.

Some organisations are being contacted directly, 
but there may well be others that the council 
can’t ask directly, as they don’t know they are 
providing such facilities! If you work in such a 
service, please take a few minutes to answer 
the following questions.

• Have you seen an increase in the use of 
computers since the introduction of Universal 
Credit, and if so, by how much?

• Are people able to access a computer when 
they arrive at the venue? If not, why not?

• Are claimants asking for support to use the 
computer? If so, what support do they  
ask for/receive?

• Do the computers appear fit for purpose 
in relation to making a claim for UC and 
ongoing claims? If not, what problems are 
being experienced?

• Are there any major issues we need to 
address as a matter of urgency?

• What do you expect future trends to look 
like?

• What do you think would be an ideal solution 
to the problems? (Even if you think it is never 
going to happen)

• Are there any partner organisations that 
would help to support / address the issues?

Please send you responses to  
Abbey.Taylor-harris@sheffield.gov.uk
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