
8th April is International Roma Day. 
Roma culture, heritage, language 
and traditions are celebrated 
globally and Sheffield embraced 
this idea.

In these photos are Sheffield 
activists, educators, mentors 
and great people inspiring and 
advocating for Roma peoples and 
their human rights.

Firvale Community Hub (formerly 
Pakistan Advice and Community 
Association) opened its doors 
on Sunday 7th April to mark this 
occasion.

There was singing, dancing and 
music by talented young Romas. 
Some delicious food was cooked 
and served by Roma families.  
I was well looked after by my 
students and mentees who really 
enjoyed the day.

One of the young people said:

“We wish we can have more 
celebrations like that so people 
can see Romas are not bad 
people and we want to learn 
more about our own history 
to make us stronger and more 
interesting to others.”

On 8th April, at an event at the 
Town Hall, Roma Futures called 
for International Roma day to be 
celebrated by tackling inequalities 
and ‘Anti-Gypsysism.’ 

The day was opened by primary 
school Roma singers, performing 
a very moving Roma hymn. The 
venue was decorated by Roma art 
work and artefacts and one banner 
particularly caught my eye: Not 
about us, without us!

Roma and non-Roma speakers 
followed with a similar message:

“We must fight inequalities, lack 
of information dissemination 
and overcome barriers to public 
services, including education for 
Roma people and children living 
here, in sanctuary Sheffield!”

Both events were supported by 
local councillors and police.

Personal stories about overcoming 
rigid systems, prejudices and 
making dreams come true, were 
balanced by discussion of the 
current situation facing Roma 
people. 

Together we can give a voice to 
the Roma population living locally,  
and help to create a successful 
and integrated community on our 
doorstep!

For more information contact: 
www.romafutures.org  
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Nothing about us without us
Story and photos by Bibiana Jordan-Horvath
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84 Andover Street
Pitsmoor, Sheffield, S3 9EH

Telephone: 0114 272 6393

admin@sacmha.org.uk 
www.sacmha.org.uk

Open 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Monday – Wednesday – Friday

JOB: Dementia Project Worker 
We are looking for an enthusiastic and flexible individual 
to work with members of the African Caribbean 
community  touched by dementia.

You will have:
• A good understanding of dementia
• Experience of working with groups 
• Experience of engaging hard to reach communities.
• Excellent communication skills both written and verbal
• Proven time management and organisational skills

This is a temporary 6 month sessional post with a potential for 
extension dependent on funding. Days and times to be agreed

2 sessions per week @£25 per session.

Closing Date for applications: Friday 17th May 

For more information please contact
Celia on 0114 272 6393 or

email admin@sachma.org.uk

As part of the ‘Our Planet’ strand of this year’s Festival of 
Debate, Green City Action has teamed up with Sheffield 
Climate Alliance Food Group to host an evening of 
discussion on what is already happening to food production, 
what we might expect to happen in the future, and what we 
can do about it at a local level.

With Sheffield City Council recently passing a motion 
Declaring a Climate Emergency, should we be expecting 
and supporting urgent action and if so what  
should that action be?

Why not join us to debate;
THE CONNECTIONS BETWEEN 

FOOD & CLIMATE CHANGE

•	Thursday, 9th May 2019 6:30 - 8:30 pm 
•	At the Scout Hut, 

end of Holtwood Road, Sheffield S4 7BA
•	Refreshments, soup and cake available on the night
•	Free Admission (Donations welcome on the night)
•	Please Park on Abbeyfield Road

To be sure of a place, book at 
www.festivalofdebate.com/may19 

The Festival of Debate comes to Burngreave!
What do you know about the causes of climate change?

Have you ever thought about how climate change 
may affect our food supply?

Or, how getting food on our plates, can contribute to it?
Or, how changes to our food choices might help?
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Sheffield Festival of Debate has been running for five years now, organised by 
Opus Independents, who are otherwise probably best known for producing Now 
Then magazine. Three events, in particular, stand out for local residents. 

Fir Vale Community Hub are involved in the ‘Living Together’ strand. On 29th April, 
they will be discussing ‘How can we work together to improve Fir Vale?’ They 
promise an open and constructive discussion with members of the community, 
asking how the area has improved, the challenges it faces and what is the potential 
for shared, community-led solutions? Join them from 6.30-8.30 pm, at the  
Fir Vale Hub. 

As part of the ‘Our Planet’ strand of the festival, Green City Action have teamed 
up with Sheffield Climate Alliance Food Group to hold an evening of discussion 
and debate around the question of food production. How might climate change 
be affected by it, and how might it affect climate change? As we face a ‘Climate 
Emergency’ what kind of action is needed? Come along to the Scout Hut on 
Abbeyfield Road, between 6.30 and 8.30 on 9th May to take part.

Also, as the Messenger is being distributed, we will be leading a workshop as part 
of the ‘Our Democracy Hub Day’ event at The Circle, in VAS on Rockingham Lane. 
If you have received your copy in time, it would be great to see you at the event,  
where we will be deliberating over how we can make our media more democratic 
and open to all. We’ll be there from 2.30-3.15pm on 27th April.

All these events are free, although donations would be welcome. 

This issue’s team: Kasar Ali, Richard 
Belbin, Deborah Blencowe, Pam 
Grant, Carrie Hedderwick, Saleema 
Imam, Graham Jones, Jamie 
Marriott, John Mellor, Tim Neal and 
Kate Sheldrick.

Messenger info

Next deadline: 28th May 
Issue published: 15th June

Burngreave Messenger Ltd. 
Abbeyfield Park House 
Abbeyfield Road, 
Sheffield S4 7AT

Telephone: (0114) 242 0564

mail@burngreavemessenger.org 
www.burngreavemessenger.org

Follow us on Twitter 
@TheBMessenger

www.facebook.com/
burngreavemessenger

www.instagram.com/
burngreavemessenger

This edition of the Messenger has a 
theme of ‘Language’ covering pages 
11-14. 

There are so many aspects of the 
topic, we know we have missed 
many of them out. If there are any 
topics you would like to see us 
cover, please do write in to  
mail@burngreavemessenger.org  

Likewise, if you have any 
suggestions for themes we could 
run in future issues, please get in 
touch!

The Burngreave Messenger is 
a community newspaper with 
editorial independence, funded by 
advertising and the Big Lottery.
Registered Charity: 1130836. All 
content is copyright Burngreave 
Messenger Ltd or its voluntary 
contributors.

Future in the balance

As this edition of the Messenger goes to print, we are awaiting the result of our 
latest application to the Big Lottery Fund for a further two years’ of funding. 
Whilst we are waiting to hear the outcome we are still planning our way forward. 

We will be working with various local partners and supporters over the next couple 
of months to develop plans, and we would like our readers to be involved too. 
How can we develop the our online presence and activity? How can we expand 
our coverage to make sure we reflect all parts of the ward? If we do not receive 
funding, should we continue with an online only presence? Or should we continue 
to publish a limited run of physical copies that aren’t distributed to every home? 

We want to hear your ideas and suggestions. If you have any ideas about how 
we can improve our content, raise funds, cut back on costs, or any other way of 
improving , then please come along to the meeting, at Abbeyfield Park House, 12 
noon on Sunday 16th June where we will be discussing our options and proposals. 
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Taking knives off the street
Story by John Malkin | Photo courtesy of Rock Christian Centre

The Words4Weapons bin, located on Handley Street, was 
emptied for a second time recently, revealing a shocking 
haul of dangerous articles inside.

When it was first emptied last year, a mere five knives were 
found inside. This time though, almost forty weapons were 
found.  

There were 32 knives inside the bin, ranging from bread 
knives to machetes, and even a full blown sword. Also 
found were two air guns, a catapult, a ‘police style’ baton 
and a large number of hypodermic needles. All have now 
been safely disposed of. 

Rock Christian Centre has announced it is funding the bin 
for a further two years and is talking to other churches 
about getting a second one in the city.

Recognising the fact that there are people in this city 
who carry and use knives to cause harm to others and 
the communities they belong to, the team at Pitsmoor 
Adventure Playground have also been working with 
colleagues across the city to try to challenge knife crime. 

They held a free training workshop for local adventure 
playground workers and practitioners, delivered by Alan 
Hancock from POINT7. POINT7 is an interactive programme 
created to give students a broader understanding of the 
‘real’ effects on the lives of ‘real’ people of weapon-related 

crime. It also covers cyber bullying and other topics related 
to violent crime. 

Alan told us:

‘’We all have a part to play in the solution no matter who 
we are. If we change the way we look at things, maybe 
the things we look at will change.”

Patrick Meleady, Pitsmoor Adventure Playground manager, 
said: 

“This is a strong resilient city that lives in fear for its 
young children. We hope that the small steps we’ve 
taken today have given the workers and volunteers 
the additional understanding and skills to mitigate the 
impact on their communities and it’s children.”

Men charged with Jarvin Blake murder
Story by Richard Belbin

Three men are currently on trial 
charged with the murder of Jarvin 
Blake, a father-of-three who was 
stabbed and killed in March 2018. 
A fourth man, Lewis Barker from 
Parson Cross, pled guilty to the 
murder. He is currently remanded 
in custody prior to sentencing, 
which will take place after the 
conclusion of the current trial. . 

The three men, Josiah Foster, 26, 
of the Manor, Sheffield; Devon 
Walker, 24, of Burngrave, Sheffield 
and Caine Gray, 27, of Treeton, 
Rotherham, all deny murder, 
although they do admit that they 

were present at the scene of the 
crime. 

The prosecution claim that 
Devon Walker directed the other 
defendants to a nearby street, 
where Blake and a friend were 

walking, ‘so they could attack him.’ 
Prosecutors further say that they 
“are not able to say which of the 
defendants inflicted the blows with 
a knife but each was aware of, and 
agreed to the plan to inflict really 
serious injury or death upon Jarvin 
Blake and deliberately assisted or 
encouraged another or others in an 
unlawful attack.”

Jarvin Blake, who had young three 
children, was stabbed in broad 
daylight at the junction of Catherine 
Street and Brackley Street. The trial 
is expected to last for a month. 
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A new headmaster for Watermead
Story by Kevin Stapelton

Oasis Academy, Watermead, announced a new head 
recently, following the promotion of founding school 
leader Lynne Goodhand to a regional role with the 
multi-academy trust. 

Lynne is replaced by the current Deputy Principal of Oasis 
Academy Fir Vale, Adam Dawson. Adam studied English and 
Creative Writing at Bishop Grosseteste University College in 
Lincoln before qualifying as a teacher in 2009. He worked 
in a variety of roles in schools across South Yorkshire before 
becoming Deputy Head in 2016.

Adam said:

“I am delighted to have been appointed as principal of 
Oasis Academy Watermead. I am dedicated to ensure 
we continue to deliver exceptional education at the heart 
of our community, and am very privileged to be working 
alongside such a talented group of people.”

Lynne Goodhand, Regional Director for North East 
Academies at Oasis Community Learning, added:

“The panel were very impressed with his very clear vision 
and direction of the Academy, his expectations for 
teaching and learning, and a passion to ensure every 
child receives the very best education at Oasis Academy 
Watermead.”

Litter pick dumped on
Story and photos by Deborah Blencowe

Saturday 30th March 2019 I arrived on Earl Marshall 
Road at 10am for a little pick that had been arranged. The 
event was well attended and co-ordinated by our Firvale 
Community Learning Champion, Usha Blackham. 

Again, an enormous amount of litter was evident. Walking 
past one garden I saw the owner and asked if it was alright 
for me to remove the rubbish that had obviously been 
thrown over her fence. Her reply was indeed yes, but she is 
absolutely sick herself of clearing waste from her garden on 
a daily basis.

On the poster that had been displayed in the area to 
advertise the pick, it was mentioned that residents were 
welcome to bring out any waste that they might have and 
we would clear it up. Oh, dear, what a mistake that turned 
out to be. People just took the absolute advantage of this.

Instead of bringing out just general waste, we got sofas, 
beds, mattresses and any type of furniture you could care 
to mention. We finished up having to say “No, we can’t 
take anymore”. That was quite frustrating and upsetting as 
to how people just thought that they could take advantage 
of what was supposed to be a charitable offer. I think a 
lesson may have been learned there not to offer that sort 
of service again.

I’ve said it before, but the message does not appear to be 
getting through to certain people. This is not acceptable 
and the situation needs addressing as a matter of urgency. 
As a distributor of The Burngreave Messenger, I obviously 
see a lot of the area and the problem is certainly 
widespread and I’m disgusted that people can live like this 
and not care. I’ve been a resident of Burngreave for over 26 
years and the situation is just getting worse.
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Comic book day at Sheffield Space Centre
Story and photos by Kasar Ali

Originally based in Heeley but 
now situated in the middle of the 
Wicker, the Sheffield Space Centre 
has been going strong for over 40 
years. 

I visited a densely packed store, 
with an array of merchandise, 
manga, comics and graphic novels, 
to find out more about this gem of 
a shop and the yearly International 
event they are involved in. I was 
greeted by Colin and Jim who 
are animated and enthusiastic, 
aficionados of comics in their own 
respect. Colin, a self-confessed kid 
at heart, told us more about this 
lesser publicised event.

“Free comic book day is an 
annual event that we have been 
involved in for over 20 years, 
initially established to promote 
new releases for up and coming 
series.”

It’s a family friendly event, hosted at 
the shop, where people can come 
along and receive a taster from a 

selection of material on offer and 
also receive discounts on various 
items.

Colin, who has been working 
there since 1990, is an expert in all 
things comics. He told me about 
his anticipation for the event, the 
element of surprise as they don’t 
fully know about all the stock they 
will receive. 

“It feels just like Christmas. 
Here in the shop we can offer 
an experience shopping online 
can’t, thumbing through the 
catalogues, finding something 
unexpected, stumbling upon 
something you wouldn’t usually 
consider”

If you are inspired by the comic 
book culture, come and support the 
Sheffield Space Centre this May the 
fourth. 

An Easter parade at St Catherine’s Nursing Home
Story and photos by Deborah Blencowe

Welcomed by activity coordinator Julie, I sat with 
residents in their lounge to listen to some brilliant singing 
entertainment provided by Paul Anthony – including my 
all-time karaoke favourite, Daydream Believer by The 
Monkees. He went on to provide some Elvis, Tom Jones, 
Neil Diamond and Gerry and the Pacemakers. Everyone 
was encouraged by Julie to clap and wave to  each song. 
Absolutely lovely.

Relatives who were in attendance really enjoyed the Easter 
get together. This was followed by a raffle with brilliant 
Easter basket prizes full of eggs, chocolate and goodies, 
where one resident, Mark, kindly drew out his mum’s 
ticket, much to her delight.

Then, the Easter Bonnet competition. The winner was 
Michael and second Mary. All the competitors sat and wore 
their bonnets which were a glorious sight.

Thank you very much to St Catherine’s for a very nice 
afternoon.
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An International Women’s Day
Story by Deborah Blencowe and Usha Blackham

International Women’s Day has 
been celebrated again. I had the 
opportunity to attend two events. 
One held on Wednesday 13th 
March at Verdon Recreation Centre 
and the next on Monday 18th 
March at the ACT Firvale Centre.

Somshun Nessa welcomed me to 
the Verdon Street event. There was 
free entry to a host of activities 
including stalls for nail painting, 
henna designs and card making. 
As usual, I got involved with the 
art and craft of card making with 
the stall holder, Surtag Hack and 
now have my own lovely design sat 
behind me at my desk. 

The meditation talk was very 
interesting and I was a little bit 
taken away with that. There were 
keep-fit and exercise routines and 
the woman coordinating this never 
stopped. It was tiring just watching 
her.

Food and refreshments were 
provided and the samosas and 
chicken curry were superb. 
Somshun commented that she 
loves the job and days like this 
make it all worthwhile. Personally, 
I really enjoyed the day and the 
atmosphere was great.

I met with Usha Blackham again 
at the ACT (Aspiring Communities 
Together) International Women’s 
Day which was held at the Firvale 
Centre. This was a very well 
attended occasion women from all 
different backgrounds. 

The event also had lots of stalls, 
including henna design, hair styling, 
facials, aromatherapy messages, 
threading and many more, all 
available for a small contribution. 

Women brought in dishes from 
home to share as well. We also had 

information stalls by Roma Futures, 
the New Beginnings project, 
Ashiana and Working Win. 

A fitness instructor led an 
amazing Zumba session and, to 
add to the fun, Roma dancers 
rocked the session with lively 

routines. We also had the pleasure 
of trying the most amazing selection 
from The Loaf Kitchen’s delicious 
cakes and cheesecake. 

A thoroughly brilliant day which was 
enjoyed by all.
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New life in the 
cemetery 
Story by Saleema Imam | Photos by Alex Giblin Price

In more cheering news, on Thursday April 11th, children 
and staff from the adventure playground planted 
hawthorn saplings in Burngreave cemetery with members 
of the Friends of Burngreave Cemetery. When grown they 
will provide spring forage for the cemetery bee colonies.

The trees, along with a number of beech saplings were 
donated by Octopus Energy, as part of a countrywide 
environmental campaign. 

Accidental vandalism  
at the cemetery?
Story by Christine Steers | Photos by Nico Hall

Whilst out walking his dog, local resident Nico Hall 
noticed that someone had been setting fire to the 
Japanese knotweed that had been recently cut down. 
Sadly, this resulted in at least three headstones being 
severely damaged.

Speaking to the gardeners who were mowing the grass, 
they told us that they had killed the knotweed and then 
burnt it, as instructed by their manager. By law the council 
are obliged to get rid of knotweed before it spreads further. 
After discussion they noted our concerns and told us they 
would discuss future actions regarding the knotweed with 
Bereavement Services.

We took the damaged pieces of flaked off headstones 
inside the chapel to make a note of which plots they came 
from.
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Environment weeks in Burngreave
This years’ environment weeks run from 27th April to 9th June across the city. 
Burngreave is hosting a number of these events, from the Victorian cemetery 
chapel, to the wild spaces of Parkwood Springs. Come along and see the hidden 
wonders of Burngreave. 

Further details can be found at www.sheffieldenvironment.org

Pitsmoor Adventure 
Playground

Melrose Road, Sheffield, S3 9DN

Craft Session 
For Children aged 8-13. Utilising 
salvaged materials to upcycle into new 
playground parts. Children under 8 
must be accompanied by an adult and 
should wear clothes they don't mind 
getting messy in. 

1-3pm: 7th April and 11th May  

Patrick Meleady: 0114 273 7121

Well dressing and big lunch
Bring food to share or just come and 
join us for playground fun. Plus seed, 
plant and book swaps, lucky dip, the 
launch of this years’ well dressing in 
the cemetery, art installation and a 
demonstration of Lau Gar Kung Fu.

12pm: 1st June 

Saleema Imam 07950 299 073

saleema.imam141@googlemail.com  

Burngreave Cemetery & Chapel

Melrose Road, Sheffield, S3 9DN

Sunday Meetings
There is a permanent display of 
information and photographs about 
the history of the cemetery and 
some of those interred there. Also 
installation by the artist in residence.

1am-3pm: 28th April, 5th, 12th, 19th, 
26th May and 2nd, 9th June  

Saleema Imam: 07950 299 073

www.friendsofburngreavecemetery.
btck.co.uk

Accompanied walk around 
Burngreave Cemetery

Christine Steers will lead a walk 
around some of the cemeteries 
interesting features.

Christine 0114 281 6950 
chris.burngreave@blueyonder.co.uk

2-3.30pm: 15th May

Well dressing workshop
Old mortuary chapel near the Melrose 
Road entrance. 

Beginning to create this year’s offering 
with the theme ‘Water’. All welcome, 
but children must be accompanied by 
a responsible adult.

2pm-5pm: 30th May

Saleema Imam 07950 299 073

Parkwood Springs

Cooks Wood Road car park, 
Cooks Wood Road Sheffield, S5 8XB

Parkwood Springs Forest Garden 
Weeding and mulching in the Forest 
Garden – and not much digging. 
Please dress for the weather, and wear 
strong shoes. Tools, gloves and any 
training you need are provided.

11am-2pm: 11th May and 9th June 

Tim.Shortland@sheffield.gov.uk

Parkwood Springs Art 
Come and join in, making art work 
representing Parkwood Springs. No 
experience needed, just a willingness 
to have some fun trying anything from 
bark rubbing to watercolour painting. 
All welcome. Children will need to be 
accompanied by an adult.

2pm-4pm: 11th and 18th May 

parkwood.springs@gmail.com 
www.parkwood-springs.org.uk

Dawn Chorus Walk 
See the sun rise and hear the songs 
and calls of a range of birds, including 
recently arrived migrants. Join the 
Friends of Parkwood Springs for 
breakfast afterwards. Bring binoculars 
if you have them and wear strong 
shoes/boots and warm clothes.

5am: 12th May

parkwood.springs@gmail.com

Conservation Session 
Maintaining our lowland heath, ponds 
and meadow areas, making sure that 
paths are unobstructed and the area is 
clean and tidy.

10am-12.30pm: 18th May

parkwood.springs@gmail.com

Grimesthorpe Allotments

Mikron Theatre – Redcoats
A Mikron Theatre production of 'Red 
Coats' on Grimesthorpe allotments. 
Mikron’s radiant Redcoats will guide 
you through 80 years of Butlins 
splendour with their trademark mix 
of fun, pathos and songs. Please bring 
a chair or blanket. Families welcome. 
There is wheelchair access but it is a bit 
of a hard slog up the allotment track. 

6pm-8.30pm: 29th May

0114 273 7718 

enquiries@sagesheffield.org.uk

www.sagesheffield.org.uk

Hope Community Allotments are 
running their regular sessions from 
9.30am-12.30pm on 27th & 29th April, 
2nd, 4th, 9th, 11th, 13th, 16th, 18th, 
20th, 23rd, 25th & 30th May, and 1st, 
3rd, 6th & 8th June. Contact James 
Woollen on 07749 594 566  for more 
details. 

Crabtree Ponds are holding their 
regular Volunteer Work Morning on 
13th May from 10am-12pm. Contact 
Rachel Stevenson on 0114 263 4335.
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We have been talking to a group of women from North 
Africa and the Middle East. They come from countries 
from all over the region, from Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
Algeria, Iran, Somalia, Morocco and Libya. But there is one 
thing in common: they moved to the UK with no or very 
little English. We wanted to find out about the difficulties 
they faced due to the lack of language skills. 

They all agreed that expressing themselves was extremely 
hard and limited often leading to misinterpretation. 
Sometimes it left them feeling debilitated. Being ignored, 
sent out of a building while waiting for family, getting on 
the wrong bus and feeling embarrassed are common, every 
day experiences. The lack of language skills can further 
contribute to the sense of loneliness and alienation that is 
an inevitable part of moving to a new country. 

They agreed that in addition to this, understanding the 
Sheffield accent was another extra struggle. 

How did they cope? First it was the good old-fashioned 
body language. Of course, it is not possible to communicate 
everything through body language also the meaning of 
different gestures differs in each culture. The general 
opinion was that in their culture eye-contact between 
strangers of different genders is not accepted. 

The other thing is to use someone to interpret for them. In 
many cases it turned out to be their child who has a near 
native proficiency – having arrived in the country at an 
early age when the brain is still very receptive to language 
and picks it up naturally. An official translator is sometimes 
provided but one student experienced that their translator 
simply missed out important information. 

Cultural differences can also contribute to the feeling 
of alienation. In Iran the calendar is different from the 

European one and our Iranian student simply can’t tell her 
birth date when asked as it has no equivalent in English. 

The frequent use of sorry – though unusual – interestingly 
has also proved to be a saviour. A student explains: 

“When I don’t understand something or don’t know 
what to say, I just say sorry.”

The solution might be having more English classes than the 
two per week they currently get. But government policy 
on this it is very unlikely to improve in the near future. 
Women with large families don’t have other opportunities 
to learn English as they spend the majority of their lives at 
home looking after the household and family and living in a 
community in which only their own language is spoken. 

Living in the land of ‘sorry’ 
Story by Tunde Farrand | Photo courtesy of Jim Dimond
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Whatever your background, research tells us that simple 
exposure to English in a stimulating environment will 
create competent speakers of English in a brief period of 
time. But most parents aren’t content to settle back and 
wait to see what happens. 

We want to provide our children the support they need 
and to identify and address problems early, rather than 
waste precious time that could have been spent providing 
critical early intervention

You may do a lot by making your house a language rich 
environment. For instance, talk to your kid about what 
you're doing and where you're going. Repeat and expand 
upon what your kid says, and read to your child. A lot 
of parents have found baby signs useful as a means of 

reinforcing early language abilities and acting as a bridge 
for spoken words. Parent training programs for enhancing 
kids’ language will also be available in many communities. 
Most early intervention is family focused, and will also 
supply you with techniques to facilitate and to support 
speech and language development at home. 

Get a hearing test. All internationally adopted kids must 
have their hearing tested as quickly as possible after 
returning home. Consider it comparable to the newborn 
hearing screenings which are routinely done before 
kids are sent home from the hospital. Good hearing is 
important for speech and speech development, and you 
would like to know that your kid is beginning this job with 
all the necessary tools.

Finding your voice
Story and photo by Carrie Hedderwick

Passive? Aggressive? Assertive? 
Which of these describes the 
attitude and the method you use 
to communicate now, and what do 
you think is the most productive 
way to communicate? 

Sahra and Khadra are members of a 
group of women who took part in a 
short course, run by the Messenger, 
on how to build confidence and 
how to be more active in the 
community by understanding how 
good communication works.

Jo, the tutor, explained a basic 
process - whatever it is you want to 
change or achieve, think hard about 
what you want the outcome to be! 
Then work backwards to see what 
approach you need to use. Many 
women, as well as improving their 
English language skills, are keen to 
get into work. They are therefore 
keen to know how to negotiate 
with fellow workers and employers, 
how to deal effectively with difficult 
customers, and how to get a point 
across without hurting people’s 
feelings.

Jo and her co-trainer, Naomi from 
the Messenger, both stressed the 
need to reflect on what the issue or 
problem is. Make sure that you have 
all the important facts, be tactful, 
don’t let emotions overtake any 
disagreement, and in some cases, 
recognise that you might have to 
‘agree to disagree’. 

The group agreed that they feel in 
a better position now to be able to 
express themselves and therefore 
to be able to influence situations, 
whether at work, at home or in the 
community.

After the certificate awards and 
some excellent homemade food 
provided by one of the group, 
Sahra and Khadra spoke about their 
personal circumstances. Khadra 
arrived in Sheffield when she was 
9, never having been to school, 
but has since worked at Firshill 
Primary and is keen to find further 
work. Sahra has worked for many 
organisations as an interpreter and 
also volunteers at the local Citizens 
Advice Bureau, and as an organiser 
of football activities. Both of them 
and the other women would like 
to be more active, involved, and in 
decent paid employment.

Tips for helping language development
Story by Asmaa Chaudhry 
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The biggest Arabic school in our community
Story and photos by Amr Soltan

Over two hundred students go to 
the Arabic school in the Firvale 
Centre on Earl Marshall Road.

I met Mr Musaid Al-Hakam the 
manager of the school. He said the 
school was established thirty years 
ago in a different place in Sheffield. 
The school moved to the Firvale 
Centre fifteen years ago, with the 
help of Sheffield council and the 
manager of the Yemeni community, 
Mr Abdul Jalal.

The school is funded by the Yemeni 
community and monthly payments 
from the students families. At 
the moment about two hundred 
and thirty students study at the 
school. Most of them are from 
Arab countries, with some from 
Pakistan and a few from the UK. 
The students are aged from five to 
sixteen years old.

Besides teaching Arabic the school 
has other activities like music and 
theatre. 

Mr Al-Hakam said:

“There are many benefits from 
learning Arabic. One, it‘s an 
important language. Two, Arabic 
helps the students to learn 
the Q’ran and its principles of 
tolerant Islam. We also teach 
history and geography. Three, 
studying Arabic helps to preserve 
the identity of the Arab students 
and makes it easier to connect 
with their families in their 
homeland, plus it makes them 
ready to use Arabic easily if they 
need it in their future work.  

“Arabic and other languages are 
easy to learn if you have the 
desire and work hard.”

Imaan, a student, 12 years old, said: 

“I started learning Arabic when I 
was six or seven years old. I really 
enjoy studying here because I get 
to learn my second language and 
many things about my religion 
that I didn’t know before.” 

Another student, Muzen Khmer, 11, 
told me: 

“I’m originally from Sudan, I’m 
happy because I understand 
what I am being told and have 
met new people. The staff are 
very nice, kind and friendly. This 
school is very organised.”  

Shadya, 12, said: 

“I study Arabic, history, geography 
and the Q’ran. I can say that 
Arabic is not difficult, it’s easy.”  

Al Yasser, 6, said:

“I like Arabic but it is difficult for 
me but I am still happy here with 
the staff and the school.” 

Amina, 5, said:

“I am originally from Pakistan, I’m 
happy here and Arabic is easy.”

This school welcomes any student 
from anywhere in Sheffield who 
wants to learn Arabic.
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OSGATHORPE 
The name means the farm 
belonging to Osga (itself an Old 
Norse name, Asgautr) and dates 
back to Viking times when the area 
was inhabited by Danes. 

PYE BANK 
Derived from Pigh Hill (meaning a 
small enclosure or croft, in Middle 
English), It was then recorded as 
Pye Bank on a map in 1736. 

GRIMESTHORPE 
This is a Viking name, meaning 
Grims outlying farm. 

ABBEYFIELD ROAD 
This is derived from the house of 
the same name built after 1750 
by William Pass, the local colliery 
owner. Although it had no religious 
connections, it was first called 
Pitsmoor Abbey but later became 
Abbeyfield House. 

CATHERINE STREET 
Catherine Street was built on 
land belonging to the Duke of 
Norfolk. There were a number of 
Catherines in the Norfolk family 
ancestry, the most famous of which 
was Catherine Howard, the fifth 
wife of Henry the Eighth. She was 
beheaded in 1542. The road name 
might refer to her or to one of the 
other Catherines in the family.

Story by Saleema Imam | Photos by Ray Black and Graham Jones

SHIRECLIFFE
In Anglo-Saxon, scir meant bright 
and cliffe a gleaming steep slope 
– or, to put it another way, a 
Bright(hill)side.

NEEPSEND
In Old English ‘hnip’ meant steephill 
(the area was known as Nipisend in 
1297), possibly from the Old Norse 
‘nypr’ meaning a peak

WARDSEND
Recorded in 1161, ‘Wereldesend’ 
meaning the end of the world 
between Sheffield and Ecclesfield 
(all Anglo/Saxon)

PITSMOOR 
This is derived from ore pitts, 
meaning the pits where ore was 
dug. Pitsmoor was once the site of 
iron ore and sandstone quarries. 

BURNGREAVE 
First recorded as Byron Greve in 
1440 and a piece of woodland 
called Burnt Greave on an 1846 
map of Pitsmoor parish. It means 
“Byrons Wood” (“greave” is an old 
name for “wood”). 

PASSHOUSES ROAD 
This was named after a small 
group of cottages known as the 
Pass Houses. These belonged to 
William Pass, a colliery owner who 
lived in Pitsmoor Abbey (what is 
now Abbeyfield House). Some of 
the miners who worked in the Pass 
colliery lived in these cottages (now 
demolished). 

ORPHANAGE ROAD 
A girls orphanage was originally 
built on the site of what is now Firs 
Hill School. It was opened in 1887 
but moved to another site in 1895. 

FIR VALE
Named after a local house, which 
took its name because it was below 
Firs Hill (which probably came from 
Furze (gorse) rather than Firs

SPITAL HILL 
Derived from the word hospital. A 
hospital was founded in the 12th 
century by a local lord of the manor. 
It is thought to have been located 
somewhere off what is now Spital 
Street but there is no evidence 
remaining of the site. 

Information from “The Lost Village 
of Parkwood Springs” by Barbara 
Warsop, 2017 and "Street Names of 
Sheffield" by Peter Harvey, 2001.

What is a ‘greave’, and why did we 
burn it? If you’ve ever wondered 
how some of our local place names 
came about, wonder no more! 
Many are from old Anglo-Saxon or 
Viking words, which have evolved 
over the years into their current 
form.  

What’s in a name?
Pass Houses photo courtesy of Picture Sheffi

eld
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Empowerment in the neighbourhood 
Story by Rae Panache | Photo by 2030 Vision

Rose Tomlin is the founder of Black Owned Business 
Sheffield (BOBS). She promotes and circulates information 
regarding black businesses in Sheffield and the 
surrounding areas. She is a dynamic passionate black 
woman who has a strong-willed spirit with a vision to 
empower other woman to network and collaborate. BOBS 
has an online presence on Facebook which has been 
created and managed by this inspiring woman.

On 30th March Rose organised the International Women in 
Business Conference to bring together local businesses to 
celebrate International Women’s Day. It was a huge success 
with great networking potential and women came to 
support, engage and give exceptional motivational talks.

A fashion show was put on with contributions from 
Exquisite Me Fascinators, a local business run by Diane 
Rose, who specialises in quality handcrafted hats and 
fascinators. Tara Crowd, a fashion designer who designs 
bespoke clothing and jewellery, provided a great selection 
of clothing which was funky, bright and on trend.

One World Choir performed some excellent entertainment, 
and food was provided by Lyonz Den - another local 
community business - who served a tasty selection of food 
with a twist. It was absolutely delicious. 

With the event being such a huge success, the word spread 
and another event is planned in Birmingham for 25th May. 
It is entitled ‘The Empowerment Project’ and is all about 
giving black people a voice. Tickets to this event can be 
found on Eventbrite.com and it is free. 

Sheffield’s local black businesses will be making an 
appearance at the event spreading the good word of 
networking and I believe there are great times ahead for 
black businesses in Sheffield. Power to the people!

Children need more emotional support services
Story by Graham Parker | Photo courtesy of Ellesmere Children’s Centre

Senior professionals in children’s 
development have called for 
more emotional support services 
for children from deprived 
communities to prevent longer-
term health and well-being issues 
developing.

The call was made following 
a meeting held at Emosi, the 
children’s therapy centre based at 
Ellesmere Children’s Centre. The 
meeting was attended by a range 
of nationally recognised leaders in 
early years development, including 
Dr. Adam Boddison, CEO of the 
National Association of Special 
Educational Needs. Dr. Curtis 
reflected on her experience of 
running the centre, saying:

“It seems to be that the emotional 
development of very young 
children is often overlooked, but 
it underpins everything in terms 
of their mental health and well-

being. We need to change the 
way we look at how practitioners, 
education providers and 
parents or carers engage on the 
subject of children’s emotional 
well-being, particularly in 
transcultural and deprived areas 
such as Burngreave.”

Dr. Broadhead welcomed the idea 
of Emosi being a focus for child 
development and said:

“We need to address the 
challenges around supporting 
children living with trauma as 
they move between home and 
early years settings. Children’s 
rights, parental support and 
staff development are all key to 
effective communication.” 
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Mark and Talib

Wensley TARA and Wensley 

Community Centre.

• Friday 31st May 
6pm – 7pm

Contact: 0114 203 7562
https://northeastsheffield.wordpress.com/

Mark Jones

07500 764 202 

(Mobile) 

mark.jonescllr@

sheffield.gov.uk

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall) 

Surgery dates 

Firshill Tenants’ and Residents’ 

Association, 11 Firshill Glade,  

S4 7DX.

• Tuesday 21st May

• Tuesday 18th June 

10.30am – 12noon

Jackie Drayton

0114 243 5388 

(Home) 

jackie.drayton@

sheffield.gov.uk

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall)

Surgery dates

Burngreave Library, 

Sorby House, 42 Spital Hill.

• Saturday 11th May

• Saturday 8th June 

11am - 12.15pm

Local Councillors and 
surgery dates

Talib Hussain

0114 273 5380  

(Town Hall) 

talib.hussain@

sheffield.gov.uk

Surgery dates 

Firvale Community Hub (PACA), 

127 Page Hall Road.

• Thursday 16th May 

2pm – 3pm

Community Star Awards
Photo by Nikki La Vey

On Monday 25th March over a hundred people came to the Nelson Mandela 

room of the Town Hall for the Burngreave Community Star Awards. The 

awards are given to people who have given something to our community, 

whether as volunteers, organisations or as professionals.

Thirty individuals and organisations were recognised, from all parts of 

the community and all ages. All of them have given great service to the 

community over the past year, and we hope they are rightly proud of their 

achievements. 

The three local foodbanks were rewarded for their sterling work with the 

most needy in our community. With their volunteers and their partner 

organisations, they bring hope to people in need, and help to both support 

and deliver social cohesion. Austerity, benefit changes, benefit delays and 

low income have had a massive impact on the ability of people to access 

affordable food. Our local foodbanks have been working hard for a number 

of years by providing local people with food  and just as important families 

struggling to get by can find themselves incredibly isolated, so they also 

offer support and a space to be able to help them in times of desperate 

need to find ways forward. So, our special thanks to St Cuthbert’s Foodbank, 

Bev Jarvis for the Jubilee Shirecliffe Foodbank, and to Jon Watts and the 

Burngreave Foodbank.

And congratulations to everyone from Jackie, Talib and Mark. 

Suman Shrestha diplays the Burngreave Foodbank award.
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The 2019 award winners
Compiled by Pam Grant | Photo by Anwar Suliman

Rashad Hassan
Senior Learning Mentor  -  
Oasis Academy Firvale 

Mr Musaed AI-Hakm
Yemini Arabic School 

Lucy Melleney
Green City Action

Richard Mills
Burngreave Community PCSO

Ismail Khan
Pitsmoor Adventure Playground

Rosti Krall
Pitsmoor Adventure Playground

Yanina Koszalinski
Pitsmoor Adventure Playground

Asea Abdulla (12yrs old)
Pitsmoor Adventure Playground 

Elise Milnes (13yrs old)
Pitsmoor Adventure Playground  

Libby Clark (13yrs old)
Pitsmoor Adventure Playground 

Sonam Nawaz
Community Volunteer / Activist 
Pitsmoor Adventure Playground 

Deborah Blencowe
Burngreave Messenger and 
Environmental Work Crabtree Pond  

Usha Blackman
ACT Firvale Centre 

Teresa Hogan Watt
Page Hall Local Community 
Volunteer / Activist 

Sahra Abdi
Burngreave Community Volunteer 

Erica Patterson
Community Volunteer

Usman Yousaf
Firvale Community Hub

Isilda Lang
St James Toddler Group

Ruby Munson-Hurst
SAGE Greenfingers

WINNING 
ORGANISATIONS

Singing Through  
The Seasons Choir

IT Community School  
and Subject Support 

Wensley TARA

Big Brother Burngreave – 
Reach Up Youth   

Pitsmoor CAB 

The People‘s Kitchen 
Pitsmoor  

Sheffield Climate Alliance 

39th Scouts

INDIVIDUAL WINNERS
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Girl Guides celebrate their founders birthdays
Story and photos by Gillian Andrews

On 24th February the 186th 
Sheffield Rainbows, Brownies and 
Guides (St Catherine's) celebrated 
our World Thinking Day which 
honours the joint birthdays of 
the organisations founders, Lord 
and Lady Baden Powell (22nd 
February). 

We joined our friends at the 
Wisewood unit to think about 
guides all over the world and look at 
guiding through the last 110 years. 
The girls had a brilliant afternoon 
building time machines, looking at 
guiding uniforms through the ages, 
doing lots of crafts from our five 
world centres in Switzerland, UK, 
Mexico, India and our newest centre 
in Africa. In addition to getting very 
messy with marshmallows. 

We had a lovely surprise at the end 
of the event when Kirsty Andrews 

was presented with her Queen's 
Guide award by our incoming 
County Commissioner Wendy 
Ulyett. Kirsty will ‘officially’ collect 
her award in Westminster on 15th 
June. This is the culmination of 
three years’ work and we are proud 
to have one of the few members of 

GirlGuiding to gain this award as our 
Rainbow and Ranger leader. 

If you would like any information 
about joining GirlGuiding the 
website is www.girlguiding.org.uk  
Or ring Gillian Andrews on 
07863 890 144.

Rainbows make a change
Story and photo by Richard Belbin

Rainbows is the youngest GirlGuiding section in the UK, 
for girls aged five to seven. The 186th troupe for founded 
in 2003 and now meet at St Catherine’s school every 
Wednesday (from 4.45pm to 5.50pm). They are currently 
led by Kirsty Andrews, and are a very lively and energetic 
bunch!

The girls were just starting a new badge when I visited - 
their ‘Make A Change’ badge, aimed at giving the girls new 
skills and an ability to make small changes that can then 
become bigger changes. The girls discussed what charities 
are, which ones they knew about and how and why people 
support them. The well-informed group knew all about 
the likes of the RSPCA, the Children’s Hospital Charity, and 
Pudsey bear, and came up with lots of ways that people can 
get involved in supporting them. 

Then it was on to the fun and games! The group split into 
two to start creating their own cheers for a cheerleading 
squad, and playing a host of games, of which ‘Tiggy Sheep’ 
seemed to draw out the most squeals and energy, before 
rounding the session off with some singing – “I like the 

singing the best” Eimear told me, and Isimi agreed, adding 
“I like going to the tables (where they’d written their 
cheers) too for the activities.” 

They are certainly living up to the promise all Rainbows 
make: 

“I promise that I will do my best, to think about my beliefs 
and to be kind and helpful.”

If you know someone who would like to join the 
Rainbows, develop their self-confidence and make lots of 
new friends, contact Gillian on 07863 890 144.
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Katherine Mudge and Safiya 
Saeed – who assemble the 
Active Burngreave Community 
Development Team – wanted to 
encourage the mentees to aspire 
and plan for their future careers. 
To help increase the interest in the 
upcoming 2020 Olympics, Active 
Burngreave worked alongside Big 
Brother Burngreave held a ‘Sports 
Day’ family event for all ages. There  
was an outstanding turn-out of 250 
participants, and 20 volunteers from 
Big Brother Burngreave project. 

“I have never seen as many 
families enjoying themselves by 
simply watching their children try 
something new.” – Sahal Barre, 
Big Brother Youth Leader.

The event received support from 
organisations who attended the 
event including: Ellesmere Youth 

Project, Hallam Barbell Team, 
Firth Park Boxing Club, MAAN 
Somali Mental Health Sheffield, 
Active Regen and Voluntary Action 
Sheffield (VAS). The participants, 
ranging from ages 11-30yrs, were 
able to learn Olympic style activities 
at the E.I.S grounds such as weight-
lifting, cricket, sprints as well as 
plyometric workouts.

“It has been beneficial inviting 
my female friends to attend the 
sports day as it gave them an 
interest in the Olympics.” – Tess 
Awoke, Big Brother Youth Leader.

Active Burngreave aims to 
encourage as many people as 
possible to join the group through 
effectively promoting the event, 
as well as the brand, at local 
schools, businesses and the local 
media. BBC Look North covered 

the organisation in January 2019 
and the groups’ achievements have 
been published several times in 
newspapers such as the Burngreave 
Messenger and Sheffield Star. 

“We need more events like this 
for the community and easier 
access to facilities such as the 
E.I.S centre, and I think the 
Active Burngreave project has 
successfully achieved that.” 
– Safiya Saeed, Community 
Development Worker.

We, as the youth representing 
the Burngreave community, 
were the main parties involved 
in the planning, promotion and 
facilitation of the event. This was 
an empowering experience where 
we were encouraged to be leaders; 
ensuring the families were having 
an amazing experience.

Big sports day out
Story by Sahal Barre, Tess Awoke and Abdul-Malik Onasan | Photos by Sarah Zagni

The Active Burngreave organisation have achieved many of their set goals and 
provided the group members with once in a lifetime opportunities. There was 
a positive start to 2019 as it celebrated the development of youth ambassadors 
and community leaders, as well as introducing activities that were previously 
unavailable due to lack of resources. 

George & Brian: Holiday special by Edgar Lowman

Have you packed for our holiday? It's a pillowcaseYes! No clothes, but I did get 
this new suitcase to sleep on
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A grave unseen no more
Story by Christine Steers | Photo by Nico Hall

Private David Barry of the Canadian 
Mounted Rifles, died of septic 
poisoning in Sheffield on 21 
September 1916. Born in Ireland, 
he was living in Canada when he 
heard the call of the war and joined 
up. Shortly after he was transferred 
to the 83rd Battalion.

In February 1916, he came to 
England and in May was sent to 
France. Whilst in the Somme area, 
he was wounded by shrapnel on 
Thursday 11th September, which 
led to a severe infection in his 
right arm. He reached Sheffield on 
the 17th. His brother, Mr William 
Barry was with him all the day 
before he passed away. His remains 
were interred in the Burngreave 
Cemetery.

In Toronto, Canada, David Barry was 
always remembered by his family 
but his grave never visited. Paul 
Barry, David’s nephew, made up 
his mind to visit England and visit 
the grave. By chance we were in 

the cemetery and knew the grave 
they were looking for. It was a mass 
grave for military personnel, injured 
while on active service, and brought 
to Sheffield for attention. Paul was 
pleased to read David’s entry in our 
booklet, Victims of the Great War. 
He was also happy that the poem 

inserted by his father, sisters and 
brothers in David’s death notice was 
no longer true.

That he never would return
But now he lies in a lonely grave
And we are left to mourn.
Sleep on, dear David, in a far-off 
grave,
A grave we may never see,
But as long as life and memory 
lasts
We will remember thee

Paul and Jim told us:

“We can't believe our good 
fortune in meeting Nicholaus and 
Christine. It was quite by chance, 
and it made our visit so much 
more complete.

“On behalf of the Barry family 
in Canada, we offer our thanks 
to the Friends of Burngreave 
Cemetery, and to all those who 
tend to the cemetery and the 
memories of those buried there.”

Dib Dab Dob’s tip top cabaret
Story and photo by Steve Poole

To say that the scout hut on 
Holtwood Road was decked out 
would be an overstatement. Freshly 
stolen bits of wood and leaves hung 
from the ceiling and no expense 
was spared on tiny bits of cloth 
that doubled as neckerchiefs and 
hankies. 

The entertainment was top 
class with some acts travelling 
over twenty feet from home to 
entertain us. Stan Skinny, our host 
and all round performer, not only 
introduced the acts but told jokes, 
sang and poured drinks. 

PLUC, the Pitsmoor Ladies Ukulele 
Chorale, performed a number 

of classics and gave us an insight 
into their dysfunctional world and 
strange ideas about life, love and 
friendship. Helen Rice conjured a 
cross between spoken word and 
song finishing on a classic utopian 
number ‘I want to go to Crystal 
Peaks.’ 

World record holder Ashlee Lovebox 
staggered us with her skill with 
hoola hoops, which she can spin on 
nearly every part of her body.  

The show finished off with 
Manchester comedian Jack Evans. 
Surprised to be in an actual scout 
hut, he managed to ditch most of his 
material and just go with the flow. 

The next cabaret is on the 28th 
of June. Writer and poet Matt 
Black is already booked and it 
should be another great night of 
entertainment.
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Dear Messenger,

When visiting Sorby House recently, I attempted to use my 
Blue Badge to park nearby, in one of the very few disabled 
parking spaces available in the area. Unfortunately, I was 
unable to, as the four spaces we are already occupied. So 
it goes, sometimes. Except, once I had managed to find 
somewhere to park, and went past the cars in question, 
only one of them was actually displaying the required 
authority themselves. 

Why doesn’t the council properly enforce these areas, and 
other parking restrictions? There are already few enough 
of them in the area. We have a lot of disabled people 
living locally, and we should be doing everything we can 
to help them to get out and about, and not be left isolated 
at home. The surrounding area was little better, with cars 
double parked and businesses blocking off parts of the 
highway with traffic cones to (supposedly).enable deliveries 

We need more disabled parking spaces and better 
enforcement.

Yours,

Alice Denham

Dear Editor,

So once again people who rely on library IT services 
to administer claims, job search diaries, appeals and 
everything else associated with the now online only 
Universal Credit have been left high and dry by Sheffield 
Council with all libraries being closed over the Easter 
holiday. Those of us who need to keep up with online 
elements of such benefits (and who in many cases face 
sanctions if they don’t) will have had no free internet access 
for four whole days. The need for people to use library IT 
services does not go on hiatus for bank holidays such as the 
Easter weekend, nor should Sheffield libraries IT services. 

Yours faithfully,

Martin Vaughan

Letters may be edited for space

Write to us at Burngreave Messenger,  
Abbeyfield Park House, Abbeyfield Road, Sheffield S4 7AT.

Or email: mail@burngreavemessenger.org

Joel’s story
Hi my name is Joel Blessan, I am 9 years old this month, 
I study at Pye Bank school  in Y4 and I play regularly at 
Abbeyfield Park. Recently I wrote a story. I hope you will 
like it! 

Shas and Abbeyfield Park
THERE once was a boy who lived on Burngreave Road and 
his name was Shas. He lived with his dad Tom, his mum 
Lucy and sister Sara. Opposite the house was Abbeyfield 
Park but Shas had not yet been to the park. This was 
because his mum and dad said he could not go until he was 
8 years old. And today he was because yesterday it was his 
birthday. So his dad took him to the park. 

Shas saw two football pitches, a cricket ground which 
was a rectangular shape and the playground. Inside the 
playground were five swings, two of them were for 1 year 
olds (maybe 2 year olds), a high up monkey bars, a seesaw 
and a small and big slide. Surrounding it was a red fence 
with two gates. 

The first place Shas wanted to go was the football pitch. 
His dad had brought a football with him because he knew 
there was a football pitch there and Shas liked football 
very much; in fact football was Shas’ favourite sport. The 
football was red with blue stripes. Shas decided that he 
would take a shot at his dad and see if he could score. 
3,2,1 and shoot! Shas took a shot. GOALLL! He had scored 
against his dad. 

Then he decided to go to the cricket pitch. They did not 
bring a bat and ball but luckily they managed to find them 
in the area where you play cricket. Shas’ dad could bowl a 
cricket ball really well (well, a tennis ball not a cricket ball). 
Also Shas could bat very well. So dad tried to get Shas out 
and he tried to stop an out happening. Just then something 
amazing happened: dad did a spin bowl and when Shas 
hit it, it went right over dad and over the fence and into a 
bush. 

Then Shas and dad went down to the playground and 
the first thing that Shas wanted to do was to play on the 
monkey bars. He said, “This is the only thing I’m going to 
do in the playground because it’s my favourite thing to 
do here.” The first time Shas tried the monkey bars, he 
fell off the third bar, but on the second try he managed to 
cross the whole lot of bars. After that, dad and Shas went 
home and when they came to the park gate, he said, “My 
favourite part of the park is the monkey bars because I 
tried one time, then I improved the second time.” Shas 
thought it was the best park ever!
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Language quiz
Brought to you by quizmaster Graham Jones

Our personal use of language is 
as individual as our fingerprint 
or DNA, but it changes over the 
course of our lives. Our language 
or accent can be  an integral 
part of our identity.  Most of us, 
even young children, use slightly 
different language in certain social 
situations. Many of us speak only 
one language, but others speak 
several.  

Many of the world’s languages are 
dying out. The USA alone has over 
two hundred threatened languages.  

We would love to hear from you 
about your own language. Whatever 
our language we should celebrate it 
and be proud of it.

So here’s the quiz:

1. From which language 
do all these English words 
originate? Alcohol, lemon, 
coffee, magazine, massage, syrup.

2. Which language with 46 
characters has the longest alphabet 
in Europe?

3. Which is the most widely 
spoken language in Pakistan 
and the fifth most widely 
spoken in Canada?

4. Which European language 
has more speakers in one South 
American country than it does in its 
country of origin?

5. Is Arabic one of the official 
languages of Israel?

6. Which language, devised in the 
1970s, is based on the names of its 
creators  Margaret Walker,  Kathy 
Johnston and Tony Cornforth?

7. Which language gave us the 
words “ahoy”, “Semtex”, “robot”, 
“howitzer”, “pram” and 
“pistol”?

8. Which European language 
has more speakers in one 
Central American country 
than in its country of origin?

9. What is the nickname given to 
Sheffielders by other Yorkshire folk?

10. In which one  of these countries 
is English an official language by 
law?

a) United Kingdom  
b) Pakistan  
c) New Zealand  
d) Australia

11. About 30 people in the 
world are considered truly fluent in 
Klingon. Probably fans of which TV 
programme?

12. ”Soo dhaweyn” means 
“welcome” in which North East 
African language sometimes heard 
on the streets of Burngreave?

13. If a Sheffielder is “nesh” what do 
they particularly hate?

14. Jiizas: di Buk We Luuk Rait bout 
Im was published in 2012 having 
been translated from into Jamaican 
Patois from Biblical Greek. What 
is the title of this ancient 
book in Standard English?

15. How do you say 
“scone.”?

Last issue’s quiz answer
In the last edition, Graham had got himself lost just outside 
the Messenger offices, by the millennium gateway entrance 
to Abbeyfield Park. 

Feel free to drop by and say ‘hello’ and ‘thank you’.

Hello and thank you
In our ongoing series, we continue to show you how to say 
‘hello’ and ‘thank you’ in just some of the many languages 
spoken in Burngreave (pronunciations are in brackets). 

Punjabi
Hello

Thank you

Hello
Thank you

Hello
Thank you

• ਸਤ ਸੀ੍ ਅਕਾਲ (Sat sri akaal)
• ਧੰਨਵਾਦ (dhanwaad)

Tigrinya
• ሰላም (selam) 
• የቐንየለይ (yeq̈enyeley)

Bulgarian
• Здравейте (Zdravejte)
• Благодаря  (blagodaria)

?

?
??

?
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FREE Design 
& Consultation
Request a no obligation quote at your home. 
We offer free installation on all our blinds.

Motorise 
your
blinds
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