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Voice of the Burngreave Community

A long hot summer on the buses
Story by Graham Jones | Photo by Richard Belbin

Multinational bus companies, First
and Stagecoach, have had a fare
raising bonanza in South Yorkshire
in the past few months. On the
26th May they introduced service
cuts to many city routes, including
some crossing Burngreave.
Our local routes affected are 1,1A,
83, 83A, 88, 97, 98. The Travel
South Yorkshire Transport website
invidiously describes these cuts
as “Minor timetable changes”
but these cuts will entail reducing
daytime service frequency from
six per hour to four per hour on
the 83/83A and 97/98 routes.
Frequencies on the 1/1A and 88 are
also reduced.
Stagecoach have told me that these
changes are for the summer period
only. But these cuts represent a
pernicious change in the definition
of ‘summer’ which for the bus
companies ran previously for the

duration of the summer school
holidays but this year has been
stealthily increased by two months.

order to provide a service working
in the interests of the passengers
and the environment.

We can expect longer waits for
buses and more crowded buses
resulting in increased stress for
passengers and drivers alike. Such a
deterioration in the bus service will
result in more people travelling by
car which will worsen our already
illegal levels of air pollution in many
parts of Sheffield.

People from across South Yorkshire
are being asked for their views on
buses which will be used to inform
an independent review announced
by Mayor Dan Jarvis earlier this
year. The review will be carried out
and chaired by Clive Betts MP.

Stagecoach claim that these cuts
are necessary “to ensure the long
term sustainability of the network”.
I would suggest that they will drive
more people away from the buses
which have been losing passengers
for many years due partially to
increased fares, overcrowding and
unreliable services.

www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
MCVNLH6

It is time that buses were taken
back under local public control in

Make sure to voice your views

Buses are the way forward!
For local public transport
information and enquiries:
• Visit travelsouthyorkshire.com
• Call Traveline on 01709 51 51 51
• Tweet @TSYalerts
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Awaiting decisions

You may have noticed that this edition of the Messenger is out a week later than
stated in the previous edition. This is due to the delay in receiving news of our
national lottery bid, and also means that our next issue will be slightly later too.
Future issues should return to our normal schedule after this, and there will still
be a further three editions of the paper before the end of the year.
We will know the outcome of our funding bid by the end of July, so, hopefully,
the next issue of the Messenger you receive will see the return of the lottery logo
on the bottom right of this page. As this is slightly later than we had hoped, the
meeting with our friends and partners was put back to 3rd August, when we will
know for sure what the short-term future for the Messenger is.
Whether we receive lottery funding or not, we will be making some changes to
the way the Messenger works. While we still fully intend to carry on deliveries of a
physical newspaper to each household in Burngreave, we do want to expand our
website and provide more audio and visual content. This is a significant part of our
lottery bid already, but it will be an even more significant part of the Messenger’s
work if we do not receive their funding.
A key part of the Messenger’s remit is to ensure that we cover, and represent,
all parts of our community, so please do get in touch and/or come to the August
meeting, to let us know how you think we can improve the paper. Maybe it will be
improved by you getting involved yourself!

20th anniversary issue
The first issue of the Messenger was
published in July 1999, and since
then we have distributed over one
and a quarter million copies of the
paper to households in Burngreave.
For our 20th anniversary edition
we will be featuring some of our
favourite pieces and bringing back
memories of those heady noughties
days! If you have a favourite story,
photo, or any other memory of the
Messengers work, please let us
know by emailing
mail@burngreavemessenger.org

Messenger info
Next deadline: 1st August
Issue published: 17th August
Burngreave Messenger Ltd.
Abbeyfield Park House
Abbeyfield Road,
Sheffield S4 7AT
Telephone: (0114) 242 0564

Ethiopian gathering at St Catherine’s
Story by Nico Hall | Photo Huw Thomas
On Saturday 15th June, hundreds of members of the Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church gathered from across the country at St Catherine’s Church on
Burngreave Road. The area around the church was packed with brightly dressed
worshippers enjoying food in the sunshine.

mail@burngreavemessenger.org
www.burngreavemessenger.org
Follow us on Twitter
@TheBMessenger
www.facebook.com/
burngreavemessenger
www.instagram.com/
burngreavemessenger

This issue’s team: Kasar Ali, Fran
Belbin, Richard Belbin, Deborah
Blencowe, Saleema Imam, Graham
Jones, Jamie Marriott, John Mellor,
Tim Neal and Kate Sheldrick.
The Burngreave Messenger is
a community newspaper with
editorial independence, funded by
advertising and the Big Lottery.
Registered Charity: 1130836.
All content is copyright Burngreave
Messenger Ltd or its voluntary
contributors.
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Award winning rents
Story by Wajid Akhter | Photo by Richard Belbin
Each spring The ESTAS Estate &
Letting Agent Awards take place
in London with over a thousand
guests attending each year. The
trophies are presented by TV
property guru Phil Spencer, from
Location, Location, Location.
The awards are now in their 16th
year, and are based upon surveys
of actual customers, via surveys
on the ESTA website. This year,
Global Lettings, of Owler Lane in Fir
Vale, won the Bronze award in the
Yorkshire Lettings Agency (rated by
landlords) category.
Merban Younis, one of the owners
of Global Letting, said:

proves we are delivering what we
promise.”
His co-owner, Zulfiqar Khan, added:

“We are absolutely thrilled to be
recognised at this year’s ESTAS.
It means so much to us as we
know it’s our customers who
have judged our performance.
We take our levels of customer
service very seriously because
we know clients have a choice.
We have always been proud of
our personal service and this

“Thank you to Allah who gave us
this opportunity and the life we
lead, thank you to our parents
and clients who believed in us
and thank you to all our partners
as without their understanding
we couldn’t give the time and
efforts we give now. Thank you
all once again. Hopefully gold
next year.”
Congratulations to them, and long
may they continue to serve our
community.

Jarvin Blake killers get 72 years
Story by Richard Belbin

Four men have been found guilty
of the murder last March of Jarvin
Blake. They received sentences
totalling 72 years for the killing of
the father of three.
Jarvin was with a friend when he
was attacked on Blakely Street. He
was stabbed in the chest, and his
friend was injured in the leg by the
attackers.
Devon Walker, 25, of Ellesmere
Road North, Sheffield, has also
received an extended sentence
of 15 years for manslaughter. In
addition, Walker was jailed for one
year, to run concurrently, for the
assault against Mr Blake’s friend.
Caine Gray, from Rotherham, has
been jailed for life, and must serve a
minimum of 19 years before he can
apply for parole.
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Josiah Foster, from Parson Cross,
was given an extended sentence of
15 years for manslaughter.
Lewis Barker, of Southey Green,
pleaded guilty to murder in April
and has been jailed for life, to serve
a minimum of 23 years.
Judge Jeremy Richardson QC said
the murder was “a planned and
premeditated attack… wholly down
to a drug gang turf war”.
In a personal statement after the
trial, Jarvin’s partner, Kelsey Dixon,
said:
“He was my world, he was a joker,
his laugh was infectious. He cared
about the people he loved and
would help anyone. Family and
children were everything to him.”
The trial concluded as South
Yorkshire Police announced the

four areas of Sheffield where most
violent crime occurs – Burngreave,
Fir Vale, Firth Park and Parson Cross.
Extra police are regularly out on
weekends in these areas targeting
violent crime.
South Yorkshire Police said:
“The officers concentrated
their efforts in this area as
these are the areas where our
statistics show the most violent
crime occurs, be that assaults,
robberies or possession of
weapon offences.”
www.burngreavemessenger.org

Festival of Debate: We Need to Talk
Story by Graham Jones and Gulnaz Hussain | Photo by Flick from Festival of Debate

The Festival of Debate sponsored
this meeting with the theme ‘How
can work together to improve
Fir Vale?’ It was led by Mahroof
Hussain MBE who valued the
diversity of the local people in
the workplace, saying “A diverse
workforce will give you diverse
thinking.”
About 45 people attended and
most of those present were from
the Fir Vale area reflecting a wide
diversity in terms of age and ethnic
background. There were people
who’d lived in the area for 50 years
but also more recent arrivals, all
sharing their experiences of the
neighbourhood.
Rhona Saunders, health
co-ordinator at Fir Vale Community
Hub, said:
“We’ve opened our doors and this
is for the whole community. This
is for you the people that live
here.”
The Hub intends to have another
meeting early July and to keep
meeting and look at these issues
through the lens of residents.
It was a lively, friendly and
passionate meeting even though
there was no mechanism for
contributions from individuals to
the main floor of the meeting. If
there had been, we would still be
there now.
We were split into groups to
discuss five key questions: what can
people in Fir Vale do to celebrate
diversity? Has Fir Vale seen any
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improvements? What challenges
does Fir Vale currently face? What
can people do to improve the area?
What is the potential for shared
community-led solutions?
The Hub received really good
feedback from all attendees who
demonstrated they were truly
passionate about the local area and
wanted to see everyone achieve
their best potential. There were
difficult and challenging questions
but the groups as a whole wanted to
find long term solutions supported
by local partners and community
groups to help deliver the change
we all want for the betterment of
the local environment, businesses
and schools.
People appreciated the openness of
the discussion, with one attendee
noting:
“I wasn’t sure if I would gain
anything I have been to so many
meetings and nothing changes,
this was different it gave me the
opportunity to discuss concerns in
a different way.”

negative aspects of Fir Vale but we
felt that it would be great if they
came to the area themselves to
see all the positive initiatives and
events. There was a need to work
on positive activities to bring people
together.
It was felt that a lack of resources
leads to despondency, but there
was a need to engage more with
people, develop local awareness
of the Fir Vale Hub and encourage
volunteering.
The results of the discussions on
these topics will be fed into the
draft Neighbourhood Plan.
Throughout the meeting there had
been a focus on the need to involve
local children and young people in
activities and plans. Councillor Jim
Steinke, the then council Cabinet
Member for Neighbourhoods and
Community Safety, wound up the
discussion:
“We started off negatively and
ended positively. Kids, kids, kids
they’re the future.”

In my group there were concerns
that outsiders only heard about the
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A well big lunch

Story by Saleema Imam | Photo by Christine Steers
This year’s national Big Lunch Day on
Saturday 1st June saw the Friends of
Burngreave Cemetery and Pitsmoor
Adventure Playground collaborate
in providing a fun afternoon’s
entertainment.
Refreshments were on offer at the
playground followed by the launch of this
year’s well dressing and a spectacular
Lau Gar Kung Fu display by the St James
martial arts group. Different age groups
demonstrated their various skills in
self-defence and the use of various
weapons, culminating in a fast-moving
presentation by leader Graham Abdullah
flashing a gleaming Chinese broadsword.

Be an Emosi champion

Story by Graham Parker | Photo courtesy of Ellesmere Children’s Centre
A new crowdfunding campaign has been launched
to support a much needed new children’s services in
Burngreave.
Emosi (which means “emotions” in several languages)
is a new purpose-built centre which will host specialist
play therapy and assessment for children with emotional
and behavioural needs. The new centre is in the former
caretaker’s house of Ellesmere School and was converted at
a cost of nearly £185,000. It is part of Ellesmere Children’s
Centre, which has been providing pre-school care and
education for children for more than 23 years and has
been recognised internationally for the approach it takes in
developing children.
Dr. Sharon Curtis has been the centre manager for over
20 years and is leading the campaign to raise the funds.
Sharon says:
“On average, three children in every classroom will have
an unrecognised mental health issue - they all suffer
in silence. We want to stop that happening with our
children in Burngreave.
“We plan to provide support for pre-school to 12-year-old
children from all walks of life, communities and cultures
which are struggling to engage with their families,
schools and the wider community due to emotional
challenges over which they have no control.
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“We have the facilities but we need to raise £60,000 to
pay for a team of professional therapists who will work
with our children, understand their needs and provide
them and their parents or carers with a structured plan
of support and care that will help them overcome their
challenges.”
The centre is reaching out to local businesses asking them
to provide support by becoming an Emosi Champion and
pledging support for the campaign.
To donate to the campaign go to:
www.gofundme.com/emosi-changing-children039s-lives
www.burngreavemessenger.org

Fun and games for Eid
Story by Tariq Aslam | Photo by Noelle

and an array of games. It was clear
that everyone had a fun afternoon,
with local resident Sarah telling us:
“Laughter could be heard from
Abbeyfield to Spital Hill.”
Hands, 8, agreed, saying:
“I liked the food it was delicious.
I had cous cous.”
Patrick Meleady, playground
manager, said:

Children and families enjoyed
fun in the sun in early June as
Eid celebrations took over at
Sheffield’s award winning Pitsmoor
Adventure Playground.
The barbecue celebrations took
place as a direct result from a

request by a group of children and
their families who wanted their first
barbecue of 2019 to be for Eid.
Parents and children attended from
across our diverse city and they
brought along a variety of food to
share whilst they enjoyed dancing

“Our community is one that cares
and shares and over the last few
weeks families have enjoyed
several festivals including
International Roma Day, May Day
and the Big Lunch. Pitsmoor is
a wonderful place to live, work,
visit or play in.”

Oasis’ golden pick up

Story by Kevin Stapleton | Photo courtesy of Oasis Academy Fir Vale
Oasis Academy Fir Vale held a
week of events for pupils, staff
and parents to raise awareness
of recycling, picking up litter and
working with the local council and
Amey, the litter removal company
in Sheffield.
Working with the Sheffield
Community Investment Deal and
Amey the school ran assemblies and
events across the week between
26th April and 3rd May.
Children (and parents!) were
provided information about the
benefits of recycling, bin collection
calendars and the correct usage of
different coloured bins. Pupils were
educated about the impact of litter
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and then did a litter pick around the
local area, liaising with Amey.
After collecting their rubbish, the
pupils did some work around litter
and recycling, using recyclable
materials. Finally, the school
invited the children’s families to
an assembly showing what the
pupils had recently learnt. They had
created an in-house display board
which will give weekly information
as to which bin to put out prior to
local collections on Fridays.
Y4 children received the Golden
Litter Picker award and a certificate
for taking part in a successful litter
pick around and within the school.
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People’s Kitchen Pitsmoor are on fire!
Story by Lyn Brandon | Photos by Emilie Taylor

also had the opportunity to take away herbs to grow at
home from Green City Action or a choice of plants provided
by Grimesthorpe Allotments.
Saturday 18th May saw another successful event
organised by People’s Kitchen Pitsmoor (PKP). The main
event was an excellent vegetarian chilli with homemade
flat breads and the first use of our very own clay bread
oven, made at a previous PKP session. It worked and we
had people queuing to make and cook their own garlic
and herb breads.
The PKP revived the old Environment Day that previously
took place every year in Abbeyfield Park. The stalls and
groups taking part reflected the growing awareness about
the state of the environment with information about
food and climate change, poor air quality in Burngreave,
recycling plastic into eco-bricks, and alternatives to
disposable nappies and sanitary protection. Local residents

Greentop Circus were energetic as ever with children of all
ages learning new skills including stilt walking and juggling.
Thankfully there was no fire eating. We were honoured to
host the first PITSMOMA (Pitsmoor Museum of Modern
Art) by Martin Currie and music from Mark Willoughby
added to the wonderful atmosphere and a very successful
afternoon.
Tim Neal, Chair of Friends of Abbeyfield Park, said:
“It was a delight to see so many local people of all ages
spending time talking, eating, playing and sharing
ideas and enjoying what is a wonderful local park. PKP
has added a new dimension to Abbeyfield Park which
will benefit the local community. I’d really like to thank
everyone who took part or contributed in anyway.”

The great Pitsmoor get-together
Story by Michelle Cook

On Saturday 22nd June Brightside and Hillsborough
Labour Party (in partnership with People’s Kitchen
Pitsmoor) are hosting ‘the great get together’ at
Abbeyfield House. This is a community event, open to all,
not politically partisan.
At this time of year, when we remember Labour MP Jo Cox
who was so brutally taken from us in 2016, we like to do
something which brings the whole community together
and a summer picnic seems the perfect way.
Everyone is invited to join us to share a picnic from 1-3pm.
In previous years, I have held our annual picnic in the
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Botanical Gardens, but this year I decided to come to the
wonderful setting of Abbeyfield Park as I live in Burngreave
and have been working in the community with those
whose voices aren’t always heard.
Abbeyfield House will be open to use the toilets, plus tea
and coffee will be available from the People’s Kitchen
Pitsmoor.
Bring food, drink, blankets, chairs, kid’s games etc. Feel free
to bring an instrument to play or some poetry. I am hoping
everyone enjoys the day and as Jo Cox said, “we have more
in common than that which divides us.”
www.burngreavemessenger.org

Saturday 13th July, 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
BBQ | Stalls | Bouncy castle | Games | Refreshments

Sheffield Community
Toolbank
Open Saturday 10am-12noon
Abbeyfield Park House
Abbeyfield Park S4 7AT

VERTICAL • VENETIAN • ROLLER • ROMAN • PLEATED • VELUX

Low cost DIY and gardening tool hire
Discuss which tools you need
Be a part of a friendly community resource
For more information
Email: toolbank@greencityaction.org.uk
Phone: 07845663901
Browse: https://
greencityactionshefÞeld.myturn.com/
library/inventory/browse

VERTICAL • VENETIAN • ROLLER • ROMAN • PLEATED • VELUX

3 Easy Steps:
Motorise
your
blinds

5 VERTICAL
BLINDS
*

3 VERTICAL
BLINDS
*

89

£149

£

3 ROLLER
BLINDS
*

99

£

*

FREE Design

& Consultation
Request a no obligation quote at your home.
We offer free installation on all our blinds.
*Selected cream & white fabrics

& 0114 321 3558
UK MANUFACTURED

www.amorablinds.co.uk | email: info@amorablinds.co.uk

* Selected cream & white fabrics

60803 Amora Blinds A5 Leaflet 2018 Sheffield.indd 1

Telephone
for further
details
June 2019
• Issue
143 & appointments:

60317 04/18

For further details & appointments call us now on:

16/05/2018 13:10
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Litter Busters

Story by Lucy Davies | Photos by Fran Belbin and Safiya Saeed
If you were out and about on the
roads around Rock Street, Melrose
Road and Spital Hill on Saturday
18th May, you might have seen
some groups of people getting busy
with litter pickers and brooms.
Or maybe you spotted some local
roads looking cleaner than they
normally do? This was all thanks
to Pitsmoor Adventure Playground
and Big Brother’s Litter Busters,
who, helped by funding from SOAR,
carried out a super-sized litter
busting event.
The highlight was the hire of a
road sweeper to work alongside
the people picking and sweeping
on the pavements; it swept and
sucked up rubbish and debris in
no time leaving the roads looking
fantastic. One local resident was so
inspired by seeing the community in
action that he got hold of a second
hand lawnmower the next day and
mowed some of the overgrown
public spaces.

But the event wasn’t just about
picking rubbish up, it was about
trying to change attitudes to litter
– the message is simple: don’t drop
it… pick it up. As part of this, some
of the team headed down to talk to
businesses about signing up to the
Clean Sheffield Pledge. They got a

warm welcome from shop owners
who all agreed that litter was a
problem; it’s bad for business, and
attracts rats. A big thanks to all the
businesses who signed the pledge
to clean in front of their shops.
There wasn’t time to get around
all the shops, so if you have a
business that wants to get
involved then you can email
streetsahead@sheffield.gov.uk
and tell them that you would like
to sign up.

Fir Vale welcomes Sheffield Litter Pickers
Story by Geraldine Houlton | Photo courtesy of Fir Vale School
During the week commencing
15th April, students at Fir Vale
School took part in assemblies
with a focus on litter, in particular
the dangers of plastic in the
environment.
I was asked to represent Sheffield
Litter Pickers and give a talk on the
subject. Students learnt about how
much money is spent on clearing up
litter, and they saw the danger of
plastic to wildlife, both locally and
internationally. I introduced two
‘heroes of the environment’ - Sir
David Attenborough for his work on
10

leader of what the United Nations
has called the ‘world’s largest beach
clean-up project.’

the Blue Planet II programme which
taught about the dangers of plastic
in the world’s oceans, and lawyer
and local activist Afroz Shah. He
lives in Mumbai, India and was the

Versova beach was covered in
plastic for miles and Afroz showed
that no matter how big the task,
when everyone works together, and
area can become plastic free, safe
for the animals and a great place for
people.
Students were encouraged to
consider what they could do to
change the world, starting with the
place where they live.
www.burngreavemessenger.org

Tales of learning English
Story by Liz Allen

Held over from the last language
themed issue, WEA tutor Liz
Allen tells us about some of
her Burngreave ESOL class’s
experiences of learning English.

Language Experiences
Ifraax’s story:
“I was an asylum seeker when I
came to this country and I stayed
in a Wakefield hostel. It was very
big and a lot of people lived there
but there were some problems.
The hostel had bedbugs. They
ate me and made me feel itchy! I
told the reception staff, but they
didn’t understand me because
I could not speak much English.
When they did understand I was
moved out into my own home.”
Eventually Ifraax moved to Sheffield
where she found that:
“I didn’t understand English
very well and people were not
understanding me. The Sheffield
accent was hard for me to
understand. I was confused but
now I am better.”

Fatuma nearly ended up having
her baby in a car park. She was in
labour but could not explain on the
phone what was happening. Then
she called a taxi driver who took her
to the wrong side of the Northern
General. By this time the baby was
coming. Fortunately some midwives
came to help her and the baby was
born in the hospital.
Shumaila spoke about a time when
she had difficulties getting home
from her job in Barnsley, she had
missed her train and it was late. She
found it difficult to make herself
understood but some people
helped her and eventually she got a
taxi home.
She had learnt ‘proper English’
in Pakistan but found it hard to
understand English people when
she arrived here.
Suad had a bad bus journey
experience when the bus was
diverted and did not go where
she was expecting it to. She found
it difficult to find out what was
happening because she could not

speak English very well then or
understand what the driver and
other passengers told her.

Body Language
Abeer wrote about body language
in England and Sudan, where she
comes from:
“For example eye contact:
for English people it is very
important to look at the person
who talks to you, if you don’t do
that some people they think you
are ignoring them or you’re not
giving them attention. It is the
opposite in my culture, if you look
too much at people, especially
old people they think that you
don’t respect them.
“In both cultures we use our
fingers to point sometimes and
use both of our hands to explain.
“Body language can express our
feelings and show if we are
happy or sad. I think this is the
same for all the people in the
world.”

Road renamed to honour Windrush
Story by Norman Wynter

Following petitioning from Sheffield and District African
& Caribbean Community Association (SADACCA), a local
road will be named Windrush Road in honour of the
Caribbean immigrants who moved to the city and worked
in its industries.
Nadia Jama presented the petition to the full council
meeting in June. She said:
“In many cities up and down the country there is
recognition of the contribution made by diverse
communities in the renaming of streets or buildings, so
we call upon Sheffield Council to find a suitable road
within the Wicker Area and rename it Windrush Road.”
June 2019 • Issue 143

The council approved the proposal and are currently
looking into what street could be appropriately renamed.
It is hoped that one near to the SADACCA building can be
found.
A national Windrush Day was established last year to
honour the people who came to Britain from the Caribbean
in 1948 to help rebuild Britain. It will be held annually on
22nd June, the date the HMT Windrush arrived at Tilbury
Docks in Essex.
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Somaliland soccer kicks off

Story by Fran Belbin | Playground photo by Julius Turner | Match photos by Nico Hall

Burngreave was proud to host
an international first last month,
when the Somaliland international
football team came to town.
Pitsmoor Adventure Playground
put on a reception for the team on
4th May, then took 26 parents and
children over to Barnsley to watch
the match.
Local parent Sahra Abdi organised
the event at very short notice, but
the team were delighted to get a
raucous reception at the playground
and plenty of support from the side
of the pitch.
The match was a friendly against
Yorkshire International FA, and
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Somaliland’s first international
fixture in preparation for the
CONIFA World Cup which will take
place in Hargeisa Somaliland in
2020. CONIFA (Confederation of
Independent Football Associations)
is the football federation for teams
outside FIFA.
Somaliland has approximately four
million inhabitants and another
million of Somalilanders are
estimated to live in diaspora, mainly
in the Yemen, Canada, the UK and
the USA. Somalia still declares
that Somaliland is an autonomous
region of Somalia. Regardless of
the official status of recognition
Somaliland is de-facto independent
and self-governed, and thus has

an excellent reason to field its own
national team. The team is made
up of Somalilanders from various
parts of the UK; their director is
Ilyas Mohammed who studied in
Sheffield, so was keen for the team
to visit the city.
Although Somaliland lost 6-2, their
goals were absolute belters and the
team enjoyed a meal with their fans
in Burngreave afterwards.
www.conifa.org/en/about-us/
www.conifa.org/en/2019/03/26/
somaliland-launch-the-2020conifa-world-football-cup-to-thecommunity-in-style/
twitter.com/somaliland_fa

www.burngreavemessenger.org
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Jack Reynolds - football’s first English Irishman
Story by Richard Belbin | Photo of Jack Reynolds by Albert Wilkes | Cemetery photo by Nico Hall
Declan Rice made headlines earlier
this year when he was picked for
the England football team, despite
having previously turned out for
the Irish squad. Many reported
it as being the first time such a
thing had happened, but it wasn’t.
That honour goes to John ‘Jack’
Reynolds, born in Blackburn, but
buried in Burngreave Cemetery.
Reynolds was probably born in
1869, although it isn’t entirely clear.
His father was in the army and the
family were soon transferred to
Ballymena in Ireland, where they
lived till Jack was 15.
Returning to Blackburn the young
player signed for local team Park
Road, where he made a significant
impression and was signed by
Belfast’s Distillery team. Ireland
was, at that time, still a united
country, under British rule, and Irish
teams were regularly invited to play
in the FA Cup.
Two years later he made his Irish
national team debut, against Wales.
While there are no records of how
well he played that day, the local
paper did report that at a “very
successful invitation smoking
concert” Reynolds closed the
evening with a fine solo rendition of
an unnamed song.
He was back in the Irish squad two
months later, this time against
England - and this time he scored!
Unfortunately, it was the only
Irish goal in a 9-1 defeat, amidst a
game that was almost abandoned
because of appalling fog, and where
the Irish team could only field ten
players.
He made three more appearances
for Ireland, but his newfound fame
meant he was transferred to West
Bromwich Albion, who discovered
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Jack Reynolds, as seen in an
Aston Villa team photo taken by
Albert Wilkes in 1897.
his Lancashire birth and tried to
convince England to claim him. They
did so after Reynolds scored the
third in a 3-0 win for Albion in the
1892 FA Cup final at Wembley.
Two weeks later he made his debut
for England at Ibrox, in Glasgow.
In a 4-0 win, Reynolds didn’t score
but was praised for his industry and
intelligence. Another seven England
appearances followed, including
goals against Wales and Scotland
and three Home Championship
titles.
A transfer to Aston Villa had also
seen his fame and his earnings
grow. The team won three League
titles and two FA Cups during his
time there.
But there were always problems
too, particularly with ‘womanising’
and drink. It was reported that
because of his ‘seedy reputation’,
team mates refused to play cards
with him. He was also hospitalised
three times with a ‘sexual disease’,
and was known to have fathered at
least one illegitimate child.
He was transferred to Celtic and
then Southampton, but settled

Jack Reynolds lies alongside four
others in an unmarked grave in
Burngreave Cemetery.
at neither and at the end of the
century moved to coach in New
Zealand. He was back by 1905 and
had brief periods at Cardiff City and
Stockport County, but his career
never reignited.
And so it was he moved to Sheffield,
and took a job as a miner. Little is
known of his time here. He lived
on Greystock Street for a while,
and at various boarding houses. He
died on 12th March 1917. Today he
is interred in an unmarked grave,
number 69, in Section W1. There
was never a headstone, and Jack
lies alongside four others, with
dates going back to 1884.
A contemporary newspaper
described Reynolds as:
“A remarkably smart half-back.
For his inches a perfect wonder.
Knew every trick of the trade,
and usually showed up well in big
matches. Had a happy knack of
scoring at critical moments.”
With his goals in 1890 and 1893
he is the only player to have
(deliberately) scored both for and
against England.
www.burngreavemessenger.org

How will Brexit impact the Roma community?
Story by Bethany Morris, content writer for the Immigration Advice Service
Photos by Christina Tegola and Deborah Blencowe
For generations, the Roma community has faced an
intense stream of adversity and persecution from all
over the world. Now, with the looming uncertainty of
Brexit still hanging in the air, they come under threat
from not only an increase in marginalisation, but also
prospects such as homelessness, deportation, unequal
employment opportunities and restricted access to public
service entitlements. The community could potentially
experience a Windrush-like fiasco, with thousands holding
the right to remain in the UK but struggling to prove so.
Fortunately, they don’t need to apply for British Citizenship,
but they will need to satisfy the criteria of the EU
Settlement Scheme.
EU Citizens need to apply for Settled Status in the UK in
order to retain their residency rights before 2021. The
problem with this for the Roma community is that high
rates of technological and linguistic illiteracy exist in the
UK’s Roma population and there simply is not enough
support in local communities to assist them. Exacerbating
matters, the application consists of an online form in
which applicants must submit their proof of identification,
their address and evidence of their continuous residency
in the UK – items which, despite their importance, many
of the UK’s Roma community don’t have. The Migration
Observatory discovered that only 3% of the UK’s Roma
population possessed the correct documents and could
successfully complete the required paperwork.

Discrimination against the community still exists today,
particularly in eastern Europe where the segregation of
schools and inadequate employment opportunities are
common issues. However, their marginalisation is still rife
in the UK too. According to Rebecca Hilsenrath, the chief
executive of the Equality and Human Rights Commission,
surveys found 50% of people living in Britain will express
unfavourable views towards the Roma community. One
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Tory MP referred to the movement of Roma people
throughout his constituency as a ‘disease’.
Unsurprisingly, the growing consensus and support for such
inflammatory rhetoric has left members of the community
increasingly isolated; with little support from their local
areas and widespread distrust in the authorities and the
Home Office, many may find themselves unsupported and
uninformed about potentially critical information regarding
their residency rights. Many of the answers to such
questions lie in the Immigration Bill and the Withdrawal
Agreement that are both still yet to be passed. The Roma
community amongst other EU citizens are continuing to live
in a state of heightened uncertainty.
A report by the JCHR (Joint Committee of Human
Rights) claims that once Britain leaves the EU, rights to
employment, social security, housing, and study will all
change for EU citizens. And, since the EU has rejected a
plan to secure the rights of EU citizens living in the UK,
many EU nationals including those belonging to the Roma
community are left feeling disconcerted and concerned
about what their future in the UK may look like post-Brexit,
leaving them in what has been described as a state of
‘legal-limbo’.
With Brexit fast approaching, there are widespread
concerns that the UK’s withdrawal from the EU could
potentially diminish anti-discrimination legislation in
the UK, as well as creating a new UK Bill of Rights, which
would mean withdrawing from the European Convention
of Human Rights. As the Brexit referendum was held in
an environment of heightened tensions, many fear that
this may influence the potential creation of a UK Bill of
Rights, risking an increase in the marginalisation of ethnic
minorities such as Roma people.
Immigration Advice Service on Twitter: @IASimmigration
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Local Councillors and
surgery dates
Jackie Drayton
Contact: 0114 203 7562
https://northeastsheffield.wordpress.com/

0114 243 5388
(Home)
jackie.drayton@
sheffield.gov.uk
0114 273 5380 (Town Hall)
Surgery dates
Burngreave Library,
Sorby House, 42 Spital Hill.
• Saturday 13th July
11am - 12.15pm

Mark Jones
07500 764 202
(Mobile)
mark.jonescllr@
sheffield.gov.uk
0114 273 5380 (Town Hall)

New play equipment
for Wensley Park
Story by Mary Carnforth | Photos by Mustafa Ahmed
New play equipment has been
installed in the Wensley Park
playground as part of the
renewal of the area.

The new climbing frame has been
immediately popular, with TARA
Chair Mustafa Ahmed telling us:
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• Tuesday 16th July
10.30am – 12noon

Talib Hussain
0114 273 5380
(Town Hall)

Consultations were held last year
with local residents to see what
they wanted in the park, and
top of the agenda was new play
equipment.
Thanks to the hard work of
the local TARA, they received
funding from the councillors
ward pot fund and are busy
trying to secure more funding
to landscape the area, as well
as provide even more new
equipment.

Surgery dates
Firshill Tenants’ and Residents’
Association, 11 Firshill Glade,
S4 7DX.

talib.hussain@
sheffield.gov.uk
Surgery dates
Firvale Community Hub (PACA),
127 Page Hall Road.
• Thursday 18th July
2pm – 3pm

“Children are really benefiting
from the new equipment at
Wensley park. They spend a lot
of time there, and love to climb
and have a lot of energy!”

Mark and Talib
Wensley TARA and Wensley
Community Centre.
• Friday 28th June
• Friday 26th July
6pm – 7pm
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Brownies pack a pirate’s feast
Story and photos by Gillian Andrews

The 186th St Catherine's Brownies joined their older
guiding friends from St Catherine's, Wisewood and
Stocksbridge guides to have a lovely weekend away at the
Sheffield Girlguiding outdoor activity centre in Whiteley
Woods.

mermaid boxes with sea shells and sparkles, hiked to Forge
Dam and did archery in the afternoon. We were joined by
the Guides for a pirates’ feast for dinner and marshmallows
toasted in the camp fire. To end the day we had smores – a
traditional night-time campfire treat.

It is the first time the Brownies have been on a pack holiday
so were very excited. The Brownies were sleeping indoors
so after being sorted into two teams they settled into their
accommodation for the weekend.

On Sunday they joined the guides to strike their camp,
helping to dry and flatten the tents and learn about
camping to earn an extra badge. An excellent time was had
by all. Brownies starts from age 7 to 10.

The Guides were camping nearby and set up a pirate camp.
On the Saturday the Brownies did lots of crafts including

For more information contact Gillian Andrews on
07863 890 144

Taking a dip at Crabtree Ponds
Story and photo by Deborah Blencowe

On Tuesday 28th May, a ‘pond dipping’ session took place
at Crabtree Ponds, held by Sheffield Wildlife Trust.
Pond dipping involves dipping a net into the pond and
drawing it out to see what insects and wildlife are there.
A good number of people attended, many from St James
Church. Children took part very enthusiastically, even
though they managed to capture more leaves than living
creatures. We had a quiz to look for pictures around the
venue of slugs, snails, ladybirds and other creatures.
Irritatingly, some of the children did much better at it
than me! All in all, an enjoyable experience for everyone
concerned.
June 2019 • Issue 143
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Life in a Burngreave garden
Story and photos by Penny Philcox

June is a really good month to
be looking out for wildlife in the
Burngreave area - either in your
garden or yard, if you have one, or
in one of our many local parks.

helping species survive. I used to
think that we just saw honey bees
and bumblebees in the garden but
from looking more carefully I know
we have half a dozen bumblebee
species at any one time, as well
as fascinating solitary bees. The
Bumblebee Conservation Trust has a
good on-line identification guide.

Young birds will be fledging
(acquiring the feathers necessary
for flight). If you keep a sharp lookout you are likely to see and hear
young birds calling to be fed by the
adults. After building nests, laying
eggs, incubating and then feeding
their young, the adult birds are
often looking pretty worn out.

Insects love open, single flowers
and you can attract them easily and
cheaply by having a few herb plants
and letting some of them flower,
while also using them for cooking
of course. Lavender, thyme, mint,
chives and marjoram are all great. If
you are buying plants for borders or
tubs, look for flowers where you can
see the centre of the flower, or for
the bee picture on the packet that
indicates insect-friendly plants.

Young blue tits need 100 caterpillars
every day and there can be as many
as ten or twelve young to feed.
Look at the adult blue tit in the
photo, compared to the bright-eyed
juveniles!
Adult robins defend their territories
so furiously that young robins don’t
develop their red breasts for many
weeks, to avoid being attacked
by their parents, which react
instinctively and fiercely to other
red-breasted birds on their patch.

Though feeding in the garden can
really help more birds survive, they
can also pick up diseases from other
birds. Just scrub out the feeders
regularly and put food out - little
and often, as stale food can also be
a problem.

If you are able to provide bird-food,
try to feed birds all year long as
they come to depend on our food.
Keep your bird feeders well cleaned.

You have probably seen in the
news that bees, and insects in
general, are under threat, but again
our gardens and parks are really
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As you can see from the photo birds
love a bird-bath, which keeps their
feathers healthy and they are great
to watch when they are bathing.
Anything shallow will work so long
as the birds can easily get in and
out. Something like an old shallow
dish or wok, with a few pebbles
they can perch on, will draw
them in.

www.burngreavemessenger.org

Aden Union crowned champions
Story and photo by Ghamdan A Mohamed
The fourth Ramadan Volleyball
tournament was held at Verdon
Recreational Centre and organised
by the newly formed community
amateur sports club Burngreave
Hope Volleyball Club (BHVC).
This tournament is now an annual
feature in the Burngreave area
calendar. Many of the volleyball
and sports supporters within the
community participated this year.
We also had participants from
different areas as well as other
cities. The last day of the event
was followed by a community Iftar
which was open to everyone. BHVC
is a newly formed club founded
on breaking barriers to get all the
community together regardless of
their race, religion, background,
age, etc. The club hopes to unite the
community and mix between youth
and elders to channel their energy
in a positive, productive and healthy
way.
Aden Union were the crowned
champions for 2019 tournament.
They were worthy winners of
this year’s tournament and
produced excellent and consistent
performances. A dinner party was
held in honour of the champions on
Sunday 9th June.
There were also strong
performances from Altelal, last

year's champions, Helal Lasbor,
Aden Port, Al Qaloah, The Castle,
Dadez and Evacuation (Al Galla)
The trophy for most valuable
player (MVP) went to Helal Lasboor
attacker, Salah Al Nood. The ideal
team trophy was awarded to Aden
Port and the ideal player trophy was
won by Gamal Al Makmahi.

George & Brian: A hand with the dusting
George, can you
lend me a hand for
this dusting?
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Certainly

We would like to thank our sponsors
of local businesses for their
generous donations which helped
fund the tournament this year.
BHVC would like to invite all
members of the community to our
weekly sessions on Thursday to help
you become a champion regardless
of winning the tournament or not.

by Edgar Lowman
Thanks!
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Veiled Voyagers - A Mahfil
Review by Alison Higgins | Photos by Lynette Hodges

Inside the Vestry Hall, fifteen of us are sitting on cushions
inside a tent made of colourful draped Indian fabric.
On the far wall of the tent sepia toned photographs
are projected showing the faces of the women whose
stories are being read out. This is a mahfil, a traditional
creative gathering from South Asia and dance and music
punctuate the stories while sweet and savoury snacks are
shared round.
The stories we hear are from diaries and magazine articles
by the Muslim women who travelled to Britain from
colonial India between 1900 and 1947. During this time
there was a literacy rate of around 2%, so these women are
educated and privileged.

The writers were women who
came to Britain to go to university,
to visit family members, or were
with their husbands who were
merchants or civil servants (all
Indian civil servants during the
Empire had to take exams in the
UK). They wrote of the strange British
food and the difficulty of getting halal meat. They were
surprised at amount of housework that middle class British
women did themselves. Washing up, making beds and
shopping were alien to some of the Indian visitors who
were used to even relatively poor households having ‘at
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least one boy’ to help about the home. The Indian women
felt they knew a lot more about Britain before they arrived
than the British population knew about them and their
culture – one wrote of being shocked by the ignorance
she encountered. They wrote about being stared at as
curiosities and children presenting them with flowers to
see how these strangely dressed women would react.
Some also found the dress and hair styles of the British
women strange and outlandish.
Early 20th century Britain still provided many new
experiences. One wrote of going on the London
Underground for the first time which was so fast it felt like
it was possessed by a ‘djinn’. They observed that the cities
were so busy and bustling that everyone moved around at
a pace between a walk and a run. These were smoky places
too and one woman commented that the houses didn’t
have courtyards – to see greenery she had to go to a public
park! Seeing snow fall ‘like pieces of cotton’ for the first
time and the fields and roofs transformed was particularly
memorable.
A fascinating and intimate glimpse of the meeting of
two cultures, with beautiful dancing and singing to live
harmonium accompaniment. An unusual, informative and
evocative piece of hidden history.
Veiled Voyagers is a Dead Earnest theatre production
written and directed by Charlie Barnes.

www.burngreavemessenger.org

St Catherine’s honours veterans
Story and photos by Deborah Blencowe

St Catherine’s Nursing Home commemorated Victory in
Europe, with a fine selection of songs and food. Event
co-ordinator, Julie, welcomed me into the day room,
which was lovely, busy and decorated with Union Flags.
Unfortunately, the English weather didn’t quite suit the
barbecue but that did not spoil the atmosphere.
Eating a splendid hot dog listening to The White Cliffs of
Dover by Dame Vera Lynn in the company of the residents
was quite soothing.
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Paul Anthony, entertained us with several songs including,
Saturday Night at the Movies, Somewhere Over the
Rainbow, You Are My Sunshine, When You’re Smiling and
Knees Up Mother Brown. Everyone joined in.
For some residents the event was quite emotional as it
obviously brought back memories from 8th May 1945, 74
years ago. It is a day for celebrating the Allies’ of World
War II and acceptance of Germany’s surrender of its armed
forces. I found myself wiping tears from my own eyes.
Thank you to everyone for a memorable day.

21

Richard Hanson photo competition
The competition is named after local photographer Richard
Hanson, who was a great supporter of the Messenger and
contributed many photos until he sadly passed away in
2014.

Wining photo from April 2017 by Cameron Gregory.
As we approach summer (despite the torrential rain
coming down as we put this issue together) we bring back
our popular photography competition.

Richard’s most seen work is probably the ‘Common Thread’
project which runs around the hoarding outside Tesco on
Saville Street, showing a proud selection of Burngreave
residents. Many of his photos can still be found on his
archived blog - https://hansonphoto.wordpress.com/
The theme for this issue’s competition is CELEBRATION!
Please email high quality images to
photos@burngreavemessenger.org by 1st August.

Write to us at Burngreave Messenger,
Abbeyfield Park House, Abbeyfield Road, Sheffield S4 7AT.
Or email: mail@burngreavemessenger.org
Letters may be edited for space

Dear Messenger
Sheffield City Council appear to have completed the Rock
Street bus stop improvements which serve the new Astrea
Academy Sheffield on the old Pye Bank School site. These
improvements are accompanied by new traffic light
controlled pedestrian crossings on Rutland Road (near the
junction with Wood Fold) and Pitsmoor Road (near Pye
Bank Road). There are also a number of new dropped kerbs
with tactile paving to facilitate pedestrian crossing on Rock
Street and Nottingham Street.
The new puffin crossings are a great safety improvement,
although the Rutland Road one is unlikely to get much
use. But still the very busy and difficult Minna Road
and Pitsmoor Road crossings remain uncontrolled for
pedestrians despite the recent upgrade to the traffic lights.
However, the improvements leave a number of things to
be desired in terms of safety, comfort and litter. The new
dropped kerbs have no double yellow lines and therefore
there is no enforcement possible. Drivers have already
been blocking them (when not using the drop for a smooth
ride onto the pavement). This completely undermines the
investment that the council has made to install them and
impedes safe crossing.
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Drivers are already blocking the new dropped kerbs.
The large junction between Rock, Nottingham and
Catherine streets often has many parked cars on the
curve and would also benefit from parking restrictions to
facilitate visibility at the junction - often crossed through
the middle rather than at the blocked dropped kerbs.
Still nothing has been done to stop vehicles from the
grassed area between Andover Street and Rock Street,
meaning that those white vans will continue to drive
over it and over the pavement next to the old bus shelter,
damaging the new tactile paving in the same way as they
have damaged the path leading to the buildings.
Despite the new school being designed for 1,200 pupils, the
improvements have not included rubbish bins anywhere let alone at the two main bus stops. This despite street litter
being a serious problem on Rock Street.
Finally, there are no new bus shelters - just new bus stop
posts. This all adds up to another half-hearted safety and
bus improvement.
Yours
Nico Hall
www.burngreavemessenger.org

Quiz: mix ‘n’ match
Brought to you by quizmaster Graham Jones
Each of the ten questions has three clues of
varying difficulty to the same part of a local place
name. All you have to do is work out the ten
answers. Then match each answer with one of
the others until you have five local place names.
Simples!

?

5.

A) Sounds like a steep face of rock.
B) Carbon Lithium Fluorine Iron.
C) Life FC (anagram).

6.

A) A servant boy.
B) To summon someone.
C) A leaf in a book.

?

1.

A) Injury due to heat.
B) Scottish stream.
C) Sounds like the capital of Switzerland.

7.

2.

A) A big house.
B) Sheffield’s got a town one and a city one.
C) House’s entry area.

A) Sounds like an animal’s thick coat.
B) A Liverpool fair.
C) A coniferous tree.

8.

3.

A) Where orchestras play.
B) Cherry stones.
C) Coal mines.

A) A big horse.
B) A river in Malawi.
C) County.

9.

4.

A) Old name for a Moroccan.
B) Tie up a boat.
C) An open space: heath or marsh.

A) Goodbye in Ancient Rome.
B) OK in Spanish (pronounced like ‘balay’).
C) A valley.

?

?

10. A) Sounds like a word meaning ‘mourn’.
B) Piece of leg armour.
C) Rag Eve (anagram).

Last issue’s quiz answers

Hello and thank you

1.

Arabic

2.

Slovak

In our ongoing series, we continue to show you how to say
‘hello’ and ‘thank you’ in just some of the many languages
spoken in Burngreave (pronunciations are in brackets).

3.

Punjabi

4.

Portuguese (in Brazil)

5.

No. Not since 2018.

6.

Makaton

7.

Czech

8.

Spanish (in Mexico)

9.

Dee dahs. It refers to the continued use of “Thee”,
“Tha” (meaning you) in the Sheffield accent.

10. Pakistan
11. Star Trek
12. Somali
13. Cold weather
14. The Gospel according to St Luke
15. Absolutely correct. The correct pronunciation is
“scone”, of course!
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Farsi (Iran and Afghanistan)
Hello • ( درودdo-rood)
Thank you • ( ممنونمmam-nun-am)
Ukrainian (Ukraine)
Hello • Вітаю (vitayu)
Thank you • Дякую (dia ku ju)

Igbo (Nigeria)
Hello • Kedu (ke–do)
Thank you • Dalụ (da loo)
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Bright Bunnies
Day Care
0114 2496465
@BrightBunniesDC
@bright_bunnies

@brightbunniesdaycare
Website:
www.brightbunniesdaycare.co.uk

0.2 Miles from the Northern General Hospital
✽ Free funding available for 2, 3 & 4 year olds
✽ Vibrant, spacious and fun classrooms in a homely setting
✽ High standard of care and education
✽ Secure outdoor area providing a stimulating learning environment
✽ Qualified, dedicated and experienced staff
✽ Fresh healthy meals and snacks cooked on the premises and served in
our purpose built dining room
✽ CCTV in every room and secure door entry.
✽ Childcare vouchers accepted
✽ Offering a fun packed adventurous holiday and after school club
✽ Children picked up for after school club by fully DBS checked staff from
school

Holiday and After School Club available

To advertise in the Messenger contact 0114 242 0564 or mail@burngreavemessenger.org

