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Voice of the Burngreave Community

Sports over streets
Story by Safiya Saeed | Photo by Sarah Zaggers

Summertime! Does that mean time to spend in the
sun with families or go on a dream holiday? It’s not a
possibility for many youths in Sheffield. This can be a
high season for anti-social behaviour, crime and drug
recruitments.
Set up to provide an alternative for bored youth, at risk
of being drawn into anti-social behaviour, Big Brother
Burngreave (BBB) celebrated their achievements after
having achieved many of their years’ goals. They are
not resting on their laurels, however, and are already
developing new projects and activity ideas.
On the 20th July, BBB organised Sheffield’s largest
fundraising event against knife crime at the Concord Centre
– Sports Over Streets. It was an event to unite all members
of the community. Big Brother leaders had thirteen local
teams for the football tournament and local rappers came
along to entertain us. We want the message to be clear:
“We want our streets safe, we want our streets back!”
The event raised £800 and many donated food and drinks.
There were twenty-five volunteers on the day. All the youth
had so much fun, the group are calling for this kind of
events to be put on yearly.

Where will the funds go?
To tackle knife crime in Sheffield, Big Brother Burngreave
want to create an outreach programme. Plans are for this
to include: youth leadership programmes targeting selfdevelopment; mental health workshops and counselling for
those who need the support and sports activities to tackle
anti-social behaviour. The team will engage with local
businesses and giving talks to schools and colleges.
There will be educational trips around action against knife
crime and speaking to victims of knife crime and, finally,
they will host multiple career days and start a CV workshop
to help young people find jobs.
Overall, knife crime has been an ongoing issue that will not
end until we, as a community, intervene. The only way to
help prevent potential criminal association is by targeting
the impressionable young people. This fundraiser will act
as a platform to celebrate unity and empowerment.
Shortly after the event, group leaders Sahal Barre and
Abdul Malik stepped down from their roles, as they are
heading off to Leeds Beckett University to study sports
therapy. Stepping into their shoes are Tyrone Opoku Yeoah
and Rafique Sabran. Best of luck to them!

Celebrate 20 years of the Messenger with us on pages 3, 12, 13, 14, 15, 19 and 23

Upcoming events

Image courtesy of Sheffield Local Studies Library

Friends of Burngreave
Chapels and Cemetery

Wednesday 25th September - One day scything course
with Jeremy Hastings. £30 per person.
LIMITED PLACES AVAILABLE
Saturday 28th September - Bat walk with Bob Croxton
from Sorby Natural History Society. 6.15pm talk about
European bats. 7.00pm bat hunt. Free
Sunday 6th October - Apple Day – 12 noon onwards;
apple juicing, apple identification, seed, plant and book
swaps, treasure hunt. Free
Saturday 12th October - Lantern Parade at Parkwood
Springs. 5.00pm onwards. Free
Monday 28th October - Mushroom walk with Ziggy
Senkans at 1.00pm. Free

All accessible and family friendly except scything, but
children must be accompanied by a responsible adult.
No wheelchair accessible toilet.
More details from
Saleema at saleema.imam141@googlemail.com or
http://www.friendsofburngreavecemetery.btck.co.uk
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Twenty years and counting
Story by Richard Belbin

Welcome to the twentieth
anniversary edition of the
Messenger. As well as all the usual
news and features, in this issue
we are also featuring some of the
people and groups and who were
also featured back in that very first
issue twenty years ago. We are
delighted that they are still here
too!
When the Messenger was begun
(see page 12 for more of our
history) it was intended as a vehicle
to both inform the local community
and to counter the negative view
many had of the area – often
without ever having even visited.
Over the years we have helped
support and promote hundreds
of local groups and businesses,
taken up causes important to our
readers and generally promoted

the positivity and talent within the
Burngreave community. In all, over
1,000 people have been involved in
helping to put the paper together
for these 144 issues (plus two
specials!).
In the coming years we hope to
be able to still engage and involve
this many people. The times may
change, and community members
may move on, but the need for a
united and confident community
that can proudly defend itself and
welcome new members into it
remains.
If you have any ideas about what
you’d like to see in the paper, or
have an idea about different ways
we could cover issues, or involve
new people, please get in touch and
let us know.

A couple of errors slipped into the
Wensley Park article in the last
issue. The TARA Chair is Wathek
Gabor, not Mustafa Ahmed, who
is their treasurer. The group also
received funding from the Graves
Trust and from Sheffield Town
Trust for funding for more play
equipment. Apologies for the
errors.
We had hoped to be able to tell
you the outcome of our lottery
application by this point, but
unfortunately the very final decision
will come just after we have gone to
press. We will ensure you are fully
informed in the next issue.

Messenger info
Next deadline: 13th September
Issue published: 21st September
Burngreave Messenger Ltd.
Abbeyfield Park House
Abbeyfield Road,
Sheffield S4 7AT
Telephone: (0114) 242 0564
mail@burngreavemessenger.org
www.burngreavemessenger.org
Follow us on Twitter
@TheBMessenger
www.facebook.com/
burngreavemessenger

SUBSCRIBE TO THE BURNGREAVE MESSENGER
Do you want a copy of the Messenger hand delivered to your door, but don’t
live in Burngreave? Take out a subscription and you will have a copy mailed to
you first class on the day of publication.
Whether you are in another part of Sheffield, anywhere else in the UK or
the world, we can now make sure you keep up to date with all the important
news from Burngreave!

www.instagram.com/
burngreavemessenger
This issue’s team: Fran Belbin,
Richard Belbin, Deborah Blencowe,
Carrie Hedderwick, Saleema Imam,
Graham Jones, Jamie Marriott, John
Mellor, Tim Neal and Kate Sheldrick.

www.burngreavemessenger.org/subscriptions/

The Burngreave Messenger is
a community newspaper with
editorial independence, funded by
advertising.

RATES: UK £16 • Rest of the World £24

Registered Charity: 1130836.

To subscribe to the Burngreave Messenger for one year, and to receive eight
editions of the paper through your letter box, please visit our website, at

For further details, call 0114 242 0564,
or email subscriptions@burngreavemessenger.org
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All content is copyright Burngreave
Messenger Ltd or its voluntary
contributors.
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Abbeyfield shelter brought to life
Story by Abdulrahman Oulmi | Photos by Abdulrahman Oulmi and Evan Blythe

The shelter in Abbeyfield Park has
been boring and colourless for
years, but thanks to Lizzy Andrews,
a teacher at St Catherine’s primary
school, it’s now looking much
brighter!
Lizzie brought a class of students
from the school to volunteer to
paint the shelter and make it look
vibrant. They came over on a cold
and wet Monday afternoon, but
found that they could not paint
because it was too wet. They still
managed to do some work on the
next-door flower beds, because, as
one of the students, Amen, told us:
“We wanted the shelter to look
beautiful, and be surrounded by
flowers.”
Despite the rain, the children
still had fun planting in the rain,
all smiling and laughing in the
shelter. Lizzie told us that the class
themselves came up with this ideas
for the mural, and that they chose
this park because they liked it, the
football pitch especially. However,
the shelter was filled with graffiti,
and that made them upset
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The plants for the gardening were
donated from the parents and
from the council, who thought the
project was a wonderful idea and
sent some workers to paint over the
graffiti.
The children returned the
following week to finally be able
to complete the mural, but were
very disappointed to find that the
plants has already been destroyed

by some thoughtless people. They
did not let that put them off, and
they filled the shelter with bright,
colourful, rainbows and plants with
a bright sea lagoon sky making
the shelter feel fresh, bright and
welcoming.
We thank St Catherine’s primary
school for making the shelter look
great.

www.burngreavemessenger.org

More bus changes for Burngreave
Story by Graham Jones | Photo by Richard Belbin
Travel South Yorkshire have said that there will further
bus timetable changes from 1st September, with some
good news for Burngreave.
A new route 11A will offer a fifteen minute service from
Herdings and the city centre to the Northern General.
A number of us have campaigned for a long time for such
a service which we hope will reduce traffic to the Northern
General and thereby reduce local illegal levels of air
pollution.
Also the frequency of the 75 and 76 routes is going to be
increased from five buses per hour to six on each route.
The bad news is that the so called summer reductions,
giving two buses an hour on the each of 97/98 routes, are
permanent. There will be no future evening or Sunday
journeys on the 36 route.
35/38 bus services are to be abolished and partially be
replaced by buses on the rerouted 18/32 routes .
In addition route 5 is to be taken over by Powells and the
32 route is having some route changes. The full timetables
have not yet been published and so the full impact of these
changes remains unclear.
The current bus service based on profit clearly leads to
an unsustainable vicious circle of fare increases, loss
of passengers, and cutting of services with a reciprocal
increase in car traffic, carbon emissions and air pollution.
In South Yorkshire bus fares are expensive compared with
those in London or Manchester and are often prohibitively
expensive for those, especially with families, on low

incomes. Consequently bus passenger numbers in South
Yorkshire are falling by millions each year.
It is time to break this destructive cycle and defend our
bus services for ourselves and our environment. Our buses
need to be taken back under public control.
Address your concerns to the Sheffield city region bus
review survey being conducted by Clive Betts MP at
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/MCVNLH6
You can sign Acorn’s ”Take back our buses” petition:
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/sheffield-bus-campaign
Full details of the changes to bus services are at:
www.travelsouthyorkshire.com/servicechanges/

Man guilty in ‘terror trial’
Story by Richard Belbin

The trial of two men arrested by
Counter Terrorism Policing officers
in December 2017 has finished,
with one man being found guilty.

his plot a “martyrdom operation
with cars without driver.” He had
been testing small explosive devices
just prior to his arrest.

He was sentenced to fifteen years in
prison, and must serve at least twothirds of that sentence before being
eligible for parole.

Farhad Salah, 24, was found guilty
of preparing to commit acts of
terrorism after the court heard he
attempted to make a bomb that
would be placed in a driverless car.
The Brunswick Road resident called

Salah had expressed support for
the Islamic State group (IS), and
had said he wanted to fight in IS
controlled territories. His inability
to travel to such an area led him to
seek out alternative targets.

His co-accused, Andy Star from
Chesterfield, was cleared of the
charges when the jury failed to
reach a verdict for a second time.
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Fighting for air

Story by Graham Jones | Photo by Rashad Hassan, courtesy of Oasis Fir Vale Academy
International Clean Air day started early in Burngreave
this year. On Wednesday 19th June Oasis Fir Vale primary
academy held a special assembly raising awareness of
air pollution led by Jo Edmondson a supporter of the
Burngreave Clean Air Campaign.

“I just wanted to say a BIG thank you to everyone who
attended our event, to say short, it was massively
successful as throughout the day our children couldn’t
stop talking about it. The messages, the ideas and our
commitment to improving our environment has shined
through our children and has been instilled in their minds
with all the work they have been doing.”
The posters were amazing as well as the community model
which has now been adopted by the Burngreave Clean Air
team.
The valuable work we are doing contributes to our
application for gold status on the Modeshift Stars, and we
are on the road to getting there.
Jo also judged and gave prizes for the best pictures in
a project where all of the school’s children had made
pictures / placards about air pollution. They were just
amazing and showed that these young children really had a
grasp of the problem which is illegal levels across much of
Burngreave.
Incredibly four of the pupils worked together to make a
model village depicting a dirty polluted side with litter and
smoke blackened buildings adjacent to a clean side where
ducks run around and flowers bloom. This has been on
display in the chapel at Burngreave cemetery. Prizes were
donated by the Burngreave Clean Air Campaign.
On Clean Air day, 20th June, the school held a summer fete
type event with food, fun and games for the children which
featured a range of stalls with an environmental and wellbeing theme. Mark Jones a Burngreave councillor attended
the event. These events were organised with inspirational
hard work from Rashad Hassan, senior learning mentor at
the school, who said:
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We carried on the Clean Air day theme in our community.
On Saturday there was a Great Pitsmoor Get Together
event in Abbeyfield Park commemorating Jo Cox. Our
members were out there in force with our banner
discreetly posted on a rubbish skip.
On Sunday there was a Burngreave Clean Air stall at Firth
Park festival. It was a great chance to chat to people in the
community, get signatures for our petition and give out our
new badges. Every year at this event it seems that local
people are showing a greater awareness not just about
clean air but the whole range of environmental concerns.
Our next big event is hosting a feeder march from
Burngreave to join activity in town on Youth4Climate
Strike day on 26th September. Starting at Abbeyfield Park
11.00am then Ellesmere Green at 11.30am. Come along if
you can, bring your banners and placards. Make sure our
voice is heard!
For more information about the Burngreave Clean Air
campaign contact burngreavecleanair@gmail.com or visit
our Facebook page.
www.burngreavemessenger.org

SADACCA sounds sensational
Story by John Malkin | Photos courtesy of SADACCA

and song-writing workshops with Lorna and Jay from
Inavibe, who played in the bar later in the evening.
Local author Johny Pitts launched his new book Afropean
too. The book is an ‘on-the-ground documentary’ of areas
where Europeans of African descent are juggling their
multiple allegiances and forging new identities. Johny read
extracts from Afropean and then discussed it with author
Desiree Reynolds.
SADACCA launched a brand new community arts space
on the 13th July, with an opening day performances and
workshops from the likes of Kweku Sackey (K.O.G.) and
Sheffield-based Nigerian artist Wale Ojuko.
Based in the old Bob Marley studios the hub was
developed with support from non-profit organisation
Musical Works, who provide music activities and
opportunities to those most in need.
Well attended workshops were held throughout the day,
with K.O.G. leading an Afro / Fusion percussion and vocal
workshop using Steel Pans / African instruments; reggae
jamming sessions with Chris Campbell and Paulette Morris

Studio manager Chris Morris was delighted with how the
day went.
“When we first entered the space eighteen months ago,
many people would have just seen a run down and
stripped out studio but we saw a huge opportunity to
create a community arts space that would engage the
many different local communities.
“We will be engaging arts organisations, music
groups, mental health groups and other organisations
supporting vulnerable and marginalised people. We
will find opportunities for employment and training,
nurturing a creative environment for those who need it
most.”

Fairness you can bank on
Story and photo by Abdulrahman Oulmi
We visited Community First
Credit Union to speak to
Caroline Askin about their
services.

are ‘cashless’ – partly because of the costs and dangers of
having cash delivered. Cards for an ATM are all prepaid,
and it is the member who decides how much can be put on
their card each week or month.

Caroline told us how they
are an easy way to save and
offers financial services such
as low-cost loans, budgeting
accounts, savings accounts and
a Christmas club. If you want to
join, you just need to fill in an
application form and provide
proof of your identity and
where you live. Unlike other
banks and building societies you do not need photo ID to
sign up, which makes it that bit easier for people.

Loans are charged at a quite cheap rate of 3%, and there is
no maximum amount that you can borrow, it all depends
upon what you can afford. Most loans are paid back over
one year, though they can run for two years for larger
amounts. The company ensures it listens to its customers
and that any repayments can genuinely be met by them.

If you are a long-standing member you can withdraw
money via an ATM, and all members can use the account
in person, over the internet or by their app. New accounts
August 2019 • Issue 144

“If somebody comes in and says you know my car's
broken down this week I have to pay for repairs and
can't afford my loan payment. We will sort it out so that
don't pay that week without charging them any extra.”
Community First is currently being run out of the Arches
Housing building on Melrose Road, on Wednesday
afternoons. For more information visit the website
www.communityfirstcu.co.uk or call 03030 300 010.
7

100 years of council housing

Story by Carrie Hedderwick | Photos courtesey of Picture Sheffield at www.picturesheffield.com

Council housing on Shirecliffe
In 1919 the Addison Act enabled local authorities to
develop new housing for working people. The aim was
to produce high quality, well proportioned housing, with
gardens where possible - a very big change from working
class housing at the time. HOMES FIT FOR HEROES!
For the first time central government funding was
provided, paying the difference between rent, the cost
of building and a contribution from the local authority of
a penny rate. The government would top up the funding
so councils did not lose money. Every penny had to be
agreed with the Health Ministry. Christopher Addison
had a medical background and became the nation’s first
Minister of Health. Similarly, after World War 2, with the
Labour Government in power, the Housing Minister, Nye
Bevan, who advocated for a massive council house-building
programme, was also responsible for Health. The logic of
housing coming under the Ministry of Health was based on
the fact that poor housing was in large part responsible for
poor health. (No surprise there!)
And Sheffield was at the forefront of building new council
homes although pre-1914 Sheffield had already provided
housing in the city centre – Townhead Street, and the
Flower Estate in Wincobank..
So on 16 July at the Town Hall, Sheffield council organised
a very exciting and emotive exhibition, with information,
memorabilia, including scrupulously set out annual housing
reports, film footage – past and present (wonderful footage
of trams in the 1890s) and the history of council house
building set out on panels with each board focusing on
each decade.
Some of the statistics are breathtaking - in two years in
Shiregreen, 4,434 houses were built; in Parson Cross in six
years, 6,397!
8

Looking down at the Flowers Estate
And now, 100 years on, we have a devastating housing
crisis – record levels of homelessness, unaffordable
house sale prices, and shockingly high rents for private,
insecure tenancies.. So what do we need? We need a new
generation of good quality council housing. Campaigners
are demanding 100,000 new council houses per year
to meet demand across the UK. If you watched George
Clarke’s recent documentary ‘The Council House Scandal’,
you will see how he, as an ambassador for Shelter is
absolutely clear about what the UK must do - “We don’t
just need more council houses – we need the very best in
space and ecological standards.”
George was brought up on a housing estate in Washington,
Northumberland - an ambitious and innovative housing
development. In 1964, some of the best architects, urban
designers, planners, landscape architects and highway and
infrastructure engineers came together to build an entire
town that would completely transform people’s lives.
And as he says – and as all the housing campaign groups
have been saying for the last thirty years, “Look where we
are now. After two-thirds of all council housing had been
sold off under Right to Buy or handed over to housing
associations, only two million are now left under council
control, from a high of more than six million in 1980. More
than one million people are on social housing waiting
lists. More than 100,000 children are living in temporary
accommodation. The huge demand and massive lack of
supply means property prices are the highest they have
ever been. Long gone are the days when most of the
population could buy a home for 3.5 times an average
income. We are in the biggest affordability and housing
crisis the country has ever seen and every year it is getting
worse. We did it before – we can do it again – with political
will – we can build 100,000 high standard council houses
per year.
www.burngreavemessenger.org

Burngreave Clean Air Campaign
Support the Climate Strike of 20th September 2019!
Air pollution threatens the health of us all!
Climate change threatens our whole world!
A global climate strike is happening on 20th September.
Big events in Sheffield at lunch time.
Join our feeder march from:
Abbeyfield Park at 11am and Ellesmere Green 11.30am
Burngreave people care, see you there!

Spread the word!
For more details contact burngreavecleanair@gmail.com,
Burngreave Clean Air Campaign Facebook page or ring / text 07474717462

BURNGREAVE WORK CLUB - THE BUILDING BLOCK
OPEN DAY EVENT
10am- 2pm Tuesday 15th October 2019
Places limited. Training starts 22nd October
2 weeks Construction Training ‘Crash Course’
in one or two of the following; Bricklaying,
Electrical, Plastering, Plumbing, Sealants,
Roofing, Joinery or Painting and Decorating,
Plus CSCS Card training, relevant CPCS site
tickets and site specific skills.
Two weeks Work Experience placement on Site.
If training is successful, the opportunity to work
in Sheffield alongside subcontractors on the Manor newbuild site to learn more about construction work.
Job Placement in Construction - If work experience is
successful, support in gaining sustained employment.
BURNGREAVE WORK CLUB
Burngreave Work Club offers support to the local community
in finding employment and training.
The following support is available:
CV'S • JOB SEARCH • INTERVIEWS • TRAINING
Contact Qadeer, Tammy or Zaheer: 0114 21 32 307
Or drop in at Burngreave Works, SORBY HOUSE,
42 Spital Hill, Sheffield, 54 7LG
Current available jobs:
MAIL SORTERS • WAREHOUSING • CLEANING • CARE WORK
August 2019 • Issue 144
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Parkwood’s Magic Breakfast
Story by Yamikani and Nasarah - BBC Young Reporters
Parkwood Academy has been selected for the free
breakfast scheme called ‘Magic Breakfast’. This scheme
means that every student is entitled to a range of fruits,
an assortment of cereal and a selection of bagels for free.
This breakfast is supporting pupils concentrate because
they have a solid meal in order to keep them fuelled
throughout the day. Magic breakfast also helps students

who eat unhealthy breakfasts, have a more nutritious meal
and start the day positively, ready to learn, achieve and
succeed.
Breakfast is available for all students at 8am every morning
in the canteen, where students can mingle, eat, and have a
positive start to the day, every day.

The Chronicles of the Astreans
Story and photos by Richard “Jupiter Cocacola” Belbin

Members of the Astrea Academy Creative Writing Elective
held their end of year exhibition on 17th July, showcasing
their art and imagination.
Entitled The Chronicles of the Astreans: The Nameless
Exhibition of Wonder & Mystery, the group (under their
‘creative’ names, such as the one even I was forced to
adopt!) created an amazing variety of artworks around
a theme of reimagining the mundane, the everyday, and
turning the normal into something more interesting – art!
10

Amongst the pieces were reimagining’s of the artists walks
to school, replete with hidden dangers and excitements
(such as unicorns and giant snakes) that most of us
apparently walk straight past! The group created their
own version of haiku’s, as well as fantastical ‘Unexpected
Journey’s and interactive exhibits such as the ‘Brexit Box’
created by Diamond Bugatti Divo (aka Rohan). The event
finished with some of the group reading out their jointly
written story The Chronicles of Diaper Spider and the
Others on a very windy rooftop.
The elective sessions were run in conjuncton with
Rotherham based arts charity Grimm and Co, who certainly
seemed to have done an excellent job of helping the
students to achieve their aim – that we are all artists.
www.burngreavemessenger.org

An Oasis of democracy

Story by Evan Blythe | Photo courtesy Oasis Academy Fir Vale
Sheffield Brightside and Hillsborough MP, Gill Furniss has
marked a local primary schools Parliament Week with a
visit to Oasis Academy Fir Vale as pupils presented what
they learnt over the week.
Held in the final week of June, Parliament Week at Oasis
Academy Fir Vale came about when a member of staff
applied for a Continued Professional Development course
at the Houses of Parliament back in October 2018 and was
selected to take part in the programme which happened in
January this year.
Agnieszka Freeman, Parent Partnership Lead Ambassador
travelled to Westminster for three days and together
with seventy other teachers from across the UK visited
parliament, met a number of MP’s. Agnieszka is a newly
appointed UK Parliament Teacher Ambassador (Gold), a
position recognized by the Parliament Teacher’s Institute.
Agnieszka, said:
“As a Teacher Parliament Ambassador I am delighted to
be able to inform pupils and staff about the significance
of the work of the UK parliament and government,
promote the British and European values and take
an active part in bringing up and educating the next
generation of politicians and voters.”
During the Academy’s Parliament Week pupils have learnt
about what parliament is, the work of an MP, democracy,
election, and a number of different laws.

On Wednesday, Year 6 pupils travelled to the City of
Westminster to visit the Parliament Educational Centre to
explore the idea of laws and debates.
The Centre is a world-class education facility that
inspires and connects young people with Parliament and
democracy. It is a dynamic, stimulating environment,
distinct from the school environment.
On Thursday, pupils took part in a mock election to
democratically elect their student parliament for 2019/20,
they even had their own polling station which was set up
with the help of the city council.
Following the Parliament Week, Agnieszka has also been
welcomed as a UK Parliament Teacher Ambassador (Gold)
by the Parliament Teacher’s Institute.

Debating at Parkwood
Story by Yamikani and Nasarah - BBC Young Reporters
On Wednesday 19th June 2019,
students from Parkwood E-ACT
Academy, Fir Vale School and
Forge Valley School all gathered at
Parkwood to compete in a friendly
debate. They were accompanied
with ambassadors from the
University of Sheffield.
Before the debate, students played
an ice – breaker game called ‘where
do you stand?’ After the icebreaker,
they were taught how to form a
debate and discussed the steps to
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establish a strong debate. Scarlett, a
student from Forge Valley expressed
her confidence before the
competition. After a short break,
students then practised confident
poses to boost their energy before
the real debate began. ‘The motion
to kick it off was: Should Global
Modern Slavery Still Be A Thing?’
It was a very tense match with
everyone determined to battle and
win, but students were reminded
by their teachers that the taking

part in the competition is the most
important factor. At the end of
the competition, the BBC Young
Reporters asked the university
ambassadors how the competition
played out. Nelle, a student
ambassador stated that she was
‘impressed by the knowledge that
the students already had’ and that
she ‘hoped the debate inspired the
pupils to partake in more debate
competitions.’
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20 years of the Burngreave Messenger
Story by Richard Belbin | Photos of covers by Jamie Marriott

How it all started
The Messenger was founded in
1999, but it wasn’t the first attempt
to at a local news sheet for the
area. ‘BAD News’ (Burngreave
Action and Development) ran for
eight issues from 1995 to 1998,
before organisational pressures
forced it to close.
The following year, a small group
met in Abbeyfield Park House.
With support from the Community
Health team they produced the
first two issues and started to pull a
larger team together.
“Those first issues record the spirit
of those moments,” said Drew
Dallen, one of that original team.
“Anthony Green became big news
because of the attitude of the police
towards all in Pitsmoor and the bias
of The Star. Such was the timing of
that injustice that we had a good
story to champion for the first
issue.”
“We wanted to improve
communication in the area so that
people could know about and take
advantage of opportunities,” said
Aisha Special K.
The efforts required to produce the
paper were larger than expected.
“We even had to make the plates to
print the sheets ourselves.” Aisha
added.
At the same time, the then
Labour government was setting
12

THE VERY FIRST ISSUE
PUBLISHED IN JULY 1999
up the New Deal for Communities
programme, which gave £50 million
to local communities to spend
over a ten year period. With one
of the schemes being set up in
Burngreave, the Messenger quickly
took advantage of the opportunity.

ISSUE 122: MAN OF STEEL
When our local residents do well, we
do like to show them off! Especially
when they can take a photo as good as
this. Paul Smith became the youngest
ever England’s Strongest Man back in
2016.

“It was a steep learning curve back
then, with a lot of late night editing
and deadline stress and lots of
getting to know the community,
it's make up and issues.” Mark
Lankshear, secretary and treasurer
in the early days, told us. And
no matter what else has, that is
something that has never changed!
Ian Clifford, another of our early
volunteers now working in Burma,
told us:
“I think the Messenger was set up
to bring the people of Burngreave
together, to help us all feel part
of Burngreave and to get a better
deal for Burngreave. It's great
that the Messenger is still going
and that it's done so much to
achieve those aims.”

ISSUE 33: MULTICULTURAL FESTIVAL
It was always a delight supporting
our friends and colleagues in Green
City Action to bring the community
together to celebrate and dance at
a dozen Multicultural Festivals. Let’s
hope we can get it back again!

www.burngreavemessenger.org

ISSUE 72: JESSE JACKSON IN BURNGREAVE

Messenger
milestones
Copies distributed: 1,212,000

One of America’s most famous civil rights
activists visited the area in 2007. Rev. Jesse
Jackson came as part of a tour demanding
economic equality for BME communities,
and left us with words we always try to echo:
“Keep hope alive”

Words written: 1,584,000

(that’s all seven Harry Potter’s AND the
complete Lord of the Rings. Or the bible
twice)

• March 2000: A special
edition is issued to mark the
beginnings of Burngreave New
Deal for Communities

• 2002: Production is expanded
to ten issues a year

Contributors: 638

• January 2003: The Messenger
becomes a limited company

Projects supported: 274

• June 2007: Distribution
expands to cover Fir Vale

Distributors: 121
Miles walked distributing: 23,040

• July 2009: The Messenger
becomes a charity

(had they been walking around the
world, they’d now be at the northern tip
of Iceland, or Malaga)

• October 2011: Big Lottery Fund
first supports the paper

ISSUE 69: A SENSELESS KILLING
Violence comes all too often to Burngreave.
Whilst we always try to stress the positive
aspects of our community, we must also
recognise the problems we face, and pay
tribute to those from the area whose lives
have been devastated by that violence.

• 2014: Further support comes
from the Foyle Foundation,
Garfield Weston Foundation
and Trusthouse Charitable
Foundation
• October 2014: End of BLF
funding, all staff are made
redundant
• January 2015: Kathleen
Hannay Memorial Trust allows
us to print two editions and
develop future funding plans
• November 2015: A new BLF
project is approved for three
years

ISSUE 58: HONOURED WITH AN MBE
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• July 1999: Our first issue is
published

• October 2000: The Messenger
goes online for the first time

Volunteers enrolled: 317

Certain community activists have featured
more often than others in our pages, and
none more so than Mr Iqbal. As an educator
and then as Chair of Burngreave Community
Action Forum and then Burngreave New
Deal he has played a key role in building
strong links and bonds between all
Burngreave’s communities. He was awarded
an MBE in 2006.

Timeline

ISSUE 81: £52MILLION - IT'S ALL GONE
New Deal for Communities was vital not just
to the Messenger but to many community
organisations across the area. It ended early
after apparent overspending, and it’s legacy
today is open to debate. To be held in the
Vestry Hall perhaps?

• April 2016: The first of our
Community Journalism courses
is delivered
• February 2017: We return to
publishing eight issues a year
• March 2019: BLF project comes
to an end, but the Messenger
continues…
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‘Let’s have a smashing time’
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Story and Photo by Kate Sheldrick
Pete and Jim are getting ready for
their regular Sunday pint, and want
to revisit the pubs they went to
twenty years ago…

J: Closed.
P: The Furnival on Verdon Street…
J: Community centre, and the
Highway on Fox Street came to an
abrupt halt, so the Signpost did too!

Pete: 20 years ago! doesn’t seem
a long time sometimes, but at
other times it does. Apparently
it’s our China wedding anniversary
this year so what are we going
to do to celebrate? The girls will
be expecting us to come up with
something!

P: The Timber Top…
J: Car wash, not flats.
P: The Foresters on Rutland Road…
J: Now the Forest and they do
karaoke, but I can’t sing and I don’t
think you’re much of a Pavarotti!

Jim: How about a pub crawl – we
all used to enjoy those – we can
start to plan it now and let the girls
choose the final route – they’ll like
that, and it saves any disagreements
about where next!

P: The Harlequin! - remember those
lovely Sunday afternoon folk music
sessions? There were some tears
when they knocked that one down,
The Manchester Hotel’s taken over
the name now you know. And we’d
better not forget the Wicker

P: Plan, what do you mean plan, we
used to just make them up as we
went along… must be getting old.
J: So, Ancient One, where should
be start? We can’t do the whole of
Burngreave, but we could do bits, so
which bit first?
P: Pitsmoor of course, it’s the easy
option, the Bay Horse, Pitsmoor,
Tollgate and, if the legs allow, the
Sportsman – would the pub quiz be
a good idea? But can’t do them all
any more, and it’s not our fault.
J: Huh, yes. Forget about catching
the turn at the Gate – it turned into
a restaurant and now it’s a shop,
and the Sportsman’s a carwash and
Shisha Lounge.
P: What about round Ellesmere
Green, there’s the Grapes, the
Gower…
J: Turned into a shop and that
doesn’t look very open.
P: The Royal Oak, the Albion…
J: Became part of the Undertakers
and now’s a shop, but the
Staffordshire’s still round the back.
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P: The Burngreave Working Men’s
Club…
J: Now a church, and the Irish club
(the old Liberal Club) on Brunswick
Road is now a Community Centre.
The Crown on Harleston Street – my
first local – isn’t open anymore,
builder’s offices now. Perhaps they
could build us our own pub! The
East House turned into a bookies
and now it’s a shop. The Robin
Hood went too and the Hallcar, the
Normanton’s still there though but
the Carwood went.
P: The Corner Pin, remember that
brilliant school reunion…
J: Offices.
P: Fir Vale perhaps?
J: They knocked down The Cannon
Hall to build a Tesco, and they
knocked down The Lime’s Club to
build an Old People’s Home.
P: What about some of the outlying
pubs, The Rock on Rock Street…

J: No, we won’t do that, but there’s
not much left anymore. SADACCA’s
still there, but it’s difficult to tell
if the Big Gun’s open or not! The
Viaduct’s now a restaurant, and the
Station Hotel and Brown Cow have
gone. There was that little pub too,
the White Horse, it went when the
Steak House turned into the Travel
Shop - but that’s gone now!
Looks like we can’t escape from
Burngreave - as if we’d want to! I
still think the pub crawl’s a good
idea, but I don’t think we ever
thought we’d have such a bad
dream that there’d be a shortage
of public houses – they’re a great
British institution you know!
P: I think we’re running short of
beer, time for another pint. We can
go into the Beer Garden, (not the
Tea Gardens - that went ages ago),
have a smoke and reminisce. What
does it feel like to be a dinosaur?
J: A dinosaur? Who me?

www.burngreavemessenger.org

I Belong to Burngreave - Winnie Bentley
Story by Evan Blythe | Photos by Abdulrahman Oulmi and Evan Blythe
For our twentieth anniversary, we
set out to the Toll Gate house to
interview Pitsmoor resident, and
familiar Burngreave Messenger
face, Winnie Bentley. Since we
did our first ever ‘I Belong to
Burngreave’, we have wanted to
know more about Winnie, and
incorporate her in our special 20th
birthday issue. She has lived at the
Toll Gate house since 1947, and is a
very valuable Pitsmoorian.
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Upon entering the house, we were
greeted by Winnie with a large
smile, as she welcomed us to her
small, but elegantly decorated,
home. We were welcomed to sit
down, and we began the interview.

all the time. I guess just knowing
everybody makes me happy.
We asked Winnie about her family
life, and who she had other than her
22 grand and great grandchildren,
and she had told us of her deceased
father, who had died from cancer at
40. Winnie has also been a widow
for 26 years.

When did you come to Pitsmoor?
What is your impression of it?
I’ve lived in Pitsmoor all my life,
love. I’ve been a part of Christ
Church for 70 years, I got married
there in 1947. It’s definitely changed
a lot here!
Where have you worked?
Well, I worked at Wigfalls for 28
years, and then I volunteered for
redundancy. I also went to work at
Brass Founders for ten years. And
when I retired at 60, I became a
crossing guard lady, helping children
across the street. During that job, I
got to see those children grow up,
get married, have their own kids. I
worked as a crossing guard for 22
years.
What do you do for fun?
Well, I used to go bowling, for 22
years. I’ve babysat and minded my
grandchildren, too. I’ve got eight
grandchildren, and fourteen great
grandchildren.
What improvements do you think
we could make to Pitsmoor as a
community?
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Truthfully, Pitsmoor’s gone more
downhill as time goes by. It’s that
nobody knows each other anymore.
I think just getting to know each
other better, is all.
Do you ever find the location of
your house inconvenient?

My husband played piano in pubs
and things, you could mention a
title and he’d play it. But he couldn’t
read a word of music. “Crotchets
and everything, I’ve no idea what
they mean”, he’d say. He’d ask our
daughter to go and learn the sheet
music, and then bring it back to
him and tell him what everything
means.

Living next to traffic, yeah. There’s
grates by my house, and if someone
runs by, they tend to rattle. There’s
also lots of little kids who like to
come up to my window and bang
on it. I’m always very friendly to
them, and if they wave, I wave
back, though. I think since they’re
so young, they should have parents
with them.

Winnie also has three daughters.
They’re up on her ‘wall of fame’,
with the rest of her family, baby
pictures, and great achievements.

What puts a smile on your face in
Pitsmoor?

My faith has kept me going through
all these years.

Winnie also has a strong devotion
to Christ Church. Not only did she
celebrate her marriage here and be
connected with it for 70 years, but
she says it greatly helps her.

Well, I always smile and laugh, I
like to see the funny side of things
15

Local Councillors and
surgery dates
Jackie Drayton
Contact: 0114 203 7562
https://northeastsheffield.wordpress.com/

North East Ward Pot 2019–20:
Covering the Burngreave Ward
Councillors have a budget they can allocate to activities and projects that
positively contribute to the priorities for their wards. For Burngreave this
year the amount is £17,34. Burngreave Ward Councillors are looking to
fund sustainable projects and activities in their ward that benefit the local
community. To be eligible projects and activities will need to fit in with the
Burngreave Ward Priorities.
For 2019-20 these priorities are:

0114 243 5388
(Home)
jackie.drayton@
sheffield.gov.uk
0114 273 5380 (Town Hall)
Surgery dates
Burngreave Library,
Sorby House, 42 Spital Hill.
• Saturday 14th September
11am - 12.15pm

Mark Jones
07500 764 202
(Mobile)

•

Community Support and Wellbeing

•

Mitigate the impact of welfare reforms.

•

Activities to ensure good physical and mental health.

mark.jonescllr@
sheffield.gov.uk

•

Activities to help people access employment and training.

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall)

•

Environment and Public Realm

•

Promote initiatives that help clean-up the area.

•

Encourage volunteers and friends groups to improve local green spaces

•

Cohesion and Safety

•

Celebrate the diversity of the area by supporting events that bring the
community together.

•

Champion partnership working to tackle any community tensions

•

Improve perceptions of crime in the area

•

Children Young People and Families

•

Encourage positive activities for Children and Young People, including
those that help raise attainment

•

Promote the take up of free early learning places

•

Promote the additional school places

To apply for a grant you will need to complete the application forms (below)
and return them to: wardpots@sheffield.gov.uk
001 - Ward Pot Request for Funding 2019-20:
https://tinyurl.com/Ward001
002 - Ward Pot Small Grants Guidance 2019-20:
https://tinyurl.com/Ward002

Surgery dates
Firshill Tenants’ and Residents’
Association, 11 Firshill Glade,
S4 7DX.
• Tuesday 20th August,
Tuesday 17th September
10.30am – 12noon

Talib Hussain
0114 273 5380
(Town Hall)
talib.hussain@
sheffield.gov.uk
Surgery dates
Firvale Community Hub (PACA),
127 Page Hall Road.
• Thursday 19th September
2pm – 3pm

003 - Ward Pot signature and conditions form 2019 -20:
https://tinyurl.com/Ward003

Mark and Talib
Please read the information carefully to ensure that your group is eligible to
receive funding before you fill in the form.
If you are unsure about your project and would like to discuss it further
please contact the Community Services Officer on 0114 205 3598 or
email pam.grant@sheffield.gov.uk
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Wensley TARA and Wensley
Community Centre.
• Friday 30th August
• Friday 27th September
6pm – 7pm

www.burngreavemessenger.org

Do you or someone you know have diabetes?
Be well, see well
Story by Yasmeen Abbas | Photo courtesy of NHS
Diabetes is a leading cause of
blindness in working age people in
the UK. Anyone aged 12 and over
with a current or past diagnosis
of diabetes is invited to attend
diabetic eye screening as they are
all at some risk of developing sight
problems regardless of whether
the diabetes is controlled by diet,
tablets or insulin.
The aim of the screening test is to
detect changes in the blood vessels
supplying the retina (the light
sensitive layer at the back of the
eye) which can become blocked,
leaky or grow abnormally and can
cause problems with your vision
if not treated. These changes are
known as diabetic retinopathy.
You are at greater risk of developing
diabetic retinopathy if you:
• have had diabetes for a long time
• have poorly controlled diabetes
• have high blood pressure

The Sheffield Diabetic Eye Screening
Service offers screening across
Sheffield including in Burngreave
and the Northern General Hospital.

What does the test involve?
• Takes around 45 minutes
• We ask you a few questions
about your diabetes and eye
health
• are pregnant

• Your level of vision will be
measured

• are of Asian or Afro-Caribbean
ethnic background

• Eye drops are given that dilate
your pupils (make them bigger)

Good control of your diabetes
reduces the risk of problems with
your sight.
Attending screening regularly is
important as there are usually no
symptoms until diabetic retinopathy
has reached an advanced stage.
Treatment, given at the right time, is
effective at reducing or preventing
damage to your sight.

Healthy activities
Comfort Zone – Age Better Over 50s (FREE)
Meet new people who will support you through a range of
activities, learn new skills, cook together or just a place to
meet up. Exercise, strategies for money management and
also support in learning English
11am-2pm Tuesday (every two weeks)
Vestry Hall, 2 Burngreave Road, Sheffield S3 9DD.
Sofeena Aslam 0114 213 2591 Mobile 07960 084 288

Springboard Social Café (Firvale)
Do you want more energy and to make new friends? We
can help you on the road to recovery.
10am-4pm every Thursday (alternate between Firvale
Community Hub and ACT Firvale Centre).
ACT Firvale Centre, Earl Marshal Road, S4 8LB.
Firvale Community Hub, 127 Page Hall Road, S4 8GU.
Firvale Community Hub 0114 261 9130 or ACT Firvale
Centre 0114 243 4340
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• Photographs of the retina (back
of the eye) are taken
• Results arrive in the post within
3 weeks
If you have received an invitation to
attend diabetic eye screening, call
us on 0114 226 5475 to book your
appointment.
#Bewellseewell

Women’s only exercise session
This is a term time only session where women can enjoy
gentle exercise.
1.30pm-2.30pm Monday
Verdon Recreation Centre, S3 9QS.
Somshun Nessa 0114 213 2591

Women only Zumba classes
Price £2.50
5.30pm-6.30pm every Wednesday
Firvale Community Hub, 127 Page Hall Road, S4 8GU.
Contact 0114 261 9130

Chronic pain support group (FREE)
Join in with light exercise, massage and support each other
on how to manage pain within a friendly accessible group.
Once a month on Tuesdays. Please ring for details.
Sorby House 42 Spital Hill, S4 7LG.
Somshun Nessa 0114 213 2591
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Late summer butterflies and bees
Story and photos by Penny Philcox
Butterflies, bees and hoverflies
need nectar and pollen all summer
long. We can really help, whether
in our gardens, pots in our back
yards, on windowsills, or anywhere
you can plant the sort of flowers
they like.
As well as the well-known buddleia,
or butterfly bush, at this time of
year they love lavender, sedum,
verbena bonariensis, the thistle
family, or simply thyme and
marjoram.
The wild flowers which sustain the
most butterflies and bees in our
Pitsmoor garden, in late summer,
are knapweed and scabious.
I have done an illustration of some
of the butterflies you can look out
for now in local parks and gardens.
You may have seen on the news that
there is an especially good chance
of seeing the Painted Lady this
year. This butterfly is extraordinary
as it doesn’t overwinter here. It
migrates, up to 100 miles a day,
from North Africa, reaching as
far as the Shetland Isles, filling up
with nectar at our flowers like we
might at a petrol station. Every few
years there is a mass migration and
this year is such a year. In the last
mass migration, in 2009, 11 million
Painted Ladies migrated to the UK!
If you or your children are nervous
around bees and wasps, because of
their potential to sting, it is worth
taking a careful look at your patch.
In the animal world, yellow and
black are a warning colouration
that has evolved for many bees and
wasps over millennia. However,
other non-stinging insects have
craftily developed the same yellow
and black warning disguise but are
completely harmless. An example
is the hoverfly family. Far from
being a danger to us, hoverflies are
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extremely valuable, eating garden
pests like aphids. Ladybirds, and
hoverfly larvae can eat fifty a day,
each.
The best way to recognise
hoverflies, is that they do just that
- they hover around flowers for
some time, before landing. They are
usually narrow-bodied and smaller
than honey and bumblebees (see
photo of a typical hoverfly species
you can see in Burngreave).
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20 years of Parkwood Springs
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Story by Neil Schofield
Photos by Laura Farah, Sherin T Rajan, Jon Dallow, Catherine Brown, John Scholey and Graham Jones

In 1999 most of Parkwood Springs
could be described as ‘unloved’. A
few people knew about the area
and explored it because of the
nature and wildlife.
The landfill site was in full
operation, with complaints about
dust, smells and flies, and concerns
about its effects on the health of
local people. Meanwhile the Ski
Village was flourishing and playing
an important part in the lives of
Sheffield’s young people.
In 2002 the council and other
groups got together and
commissioned consultations with
local residents and research on a
vision for the future of the site. That
vision has guided the improvements
that have taken place since, with
consistent support from our local
councillors and hard work by council
officers.
The Friends of Parkwood Springs
was set up in 2010, since when it
has played a full part in protecting
and improving the area. Apart from
influencing the council’s plans,
August 2019 • Issue 144

The Friends of Wardsend Cemetery
are making great strides in raising
awareness of the history and
heritage of the cemetery and
improving its maintenance.
we have carried out conservation,
introduced the wild flower meadow,
and supported the Forest Garden.
One of the big changes has been in
the number of people visiting and
enjoying the site. Footpaths have
been improved and new facilities
opened, like the mountain-bike trail
in 2012. The Beacons event and the
Friends’ lantern procession have
become an important event in the
local calendar. Watercliffe Meadow
School host races in the Sheffield
Schools Cross-Country series, and
South Yorkshire Orienteers hold
regular events on the site.
The site’s wildlife value has led to
the involvement of groups such as
Sorby Natural History Society, , the
Wildlife Trust, the local group of
the RSPB and Sheffield Bird Study
Group.

Two big changes are still playing
out. Firstly, since the closure of the
landfill site for active waste in 2014,
only inert waste such as rubble
and soil has been tipped there. The
restoration is still taking place, but
we hope that at least some paths on
the landfill site will be open to the
public by the end of 2020.
Secondly, as reported in previous
Messengers, plans are now moving
forward for the redevelopment
of the old Ski Village site, which
was closed after a fire in 2012.
The Friends group is involved in
discussions to ensure that the
development works for the local
community, wildlife and the city as
a whole.
We hope for another twenty
years with the Messenger and
look forward to Parkwood Springs
achieving even more of its potential.
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Helen Mort – Black Car Burning – review
Review by Tunde Farrand

Black Car Burning is a remarkable
debut novel from Helen Mort,
an award-winning poet based
in Sheffield. We get a unique
richness skilfully merged inside
one novel.

police officer who faces violence and aggression on a daily
basis while on duty in Fir Vale. Despite her best efforts we
can’t help but feel her vulnerability. Her partner Caron,
who challenges herself to an extremely difficult rock climb.
Pete, who was on duty in 1989 at the Hillsborough disaster,
witnessed too much to bear without starting to drink
heavily.

We get the Peak District from the
perspective of climbers. We get
beautiful language, undeniably
poetic, rich and evocative. We
get Sheffield, a multi-faceted city,
shamelessly gloomy, flawed, dark
but most of all so very, very real.
No glitter, no embellishment. Just pure raw
instincts, lives, conflicts, deaths.

In Black Car Burning the location is just as important as the
human characters. The city of Sheffield lives and breathes
and its strong presence permeates the book. Despite the
painful and gritty reality, Mort and her descriptive style of
writing sees and finds beauty in all this.
To me reading this book felt a bit like watching the first
series of ‘This Is England’ with its realism, grimness, the
out of place lives of the endearing and memorable
characters. Reading Black Car Burning requires time and
attention and slowing down. If you can give those to it,
you’re in for a treat.

There is a strong sense of loss and existential loneliness.
Lives having to be lived because there is no other option.
So our characters try to make the most of it: Alexa, the

St Catherine’s Nursing summer singalong
Story and photo by Deborah Blencowe

On Saturday 3rd August, I was invited to St Catherine’s
Nursing Home for their Summer Fair. For once the
weather held up and it was a glorious day. They held a
raffle and tombola which had a large array of lovely prizes,
and hosted a bric-a-brac stall, book stall and second hand
clothes stall.
There was a barbecue which was very popular with
attendees. The entertainment was provided by Tony Verno.
Once again I enjoyed songs from Roy Orbison (I Drove All
Night), Elvis Presley (Can’t Help Falling in Love) and many,
many, more classics. This is exactly what the residents love.

George & Brian: Brian's Birthday
Happy Birthday!
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Thanks! Hard to
believe I'm 20!

by Edgar Lowman
No way! I was 20
when I was your age!

www.burngreavemessenger.org

Bollywood comes to Pitsmoor
Story and photo by Deborah Blencowe
The last week of the summer
school term. Weather scorching
hot, not a cloud in the sky. Children
breaking up for a nice six week
holiday break. A perfect time for
Pitsmoor Adventure Playground
to hold their Bollywood Party, on
Saturday 27th July.
I got straight into the preparation
of the arts and crafts section
where the aim was to create your
own paper-decorated lollipop.
Once again, I was in my element,
drawing and designing lollies with
the children who were more than
enthusiastic about the task.
During the day, there was a
beautiful menu on offer with
curries, samosas and salads, which
were delicious. The heavens opened
and it was a big mission to keep the
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children inside. One young man I
could not keep inside the building.
He just kept saying he loved the rain
and was completely soaked.
Despite the weather, all the
attendees, children, parents
and carers had a great time and

got involved with all the events
including the dancing.
The playground is now set up for a
very busy summer holiday which, I
am sure, will be very well attended
as usual. Thank you for a great day.
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Hello and thank you
Write to us at Burngreave Messenger,
Abbeyfield Park House, Abbeyfield Road, Sheffield S4 7AT.
Or email: mail@burngreavemessenger.org
Letters may be edited for space

Dear Messenger,
I am sorry to hear of the gradual running down of the bus
service provision in the area however I do feel that our local
bus service should have been included.
I have lived on Cooks Wood Road for over 40yrs, I travelled
daily to work on the No 33 bus that ran every 10 mins into
the city centre at peak times, reducing to every 20 minutes
in non-peak. This bus was a lifeline to all the elderly people
who lived on our hill and on route to the terminus, not only
to get to town but to travel in the other direction for many
years to Hillsborough.

In our ongoing series, we continue to show you how to say
‘hello’ and ‘thank you’ in just some of the many languages
spoken in Burngreave (pronunciations are in brackets).

Eastern Armenian
Hello • բարև (Barev) (bar- ev)
Thank you • մերսի (Mersi) (mer –si)

Malay
Hello • Terima kasih (ter-i-ma kas-A)
Thank you • Sama-sama (samma-samma)

Swahili
Hello • Habari (ha-bar-ee)
Thank you • Asante (a-san-te)

A few years ago this route seemed to have acquired unfairly
an unnecessary label and a dismissive approach from
successive bus companies.
The 33 became renumbered as the 32, the town centre
bus stop moved and hardly locatable without a long walk
and the service reduced to running only every 2 hours and
stopping totally at 6pm. Even bus services in rural areas run
more frequently than this!
And yet there was no mention of the demise of service on
the No 32 route.
Regards
Lynne Garwood

Dear Messenger,
I should not have to wait three quarters of an hour for an
83 bus. Three buses were missing; it is simply not good
enough to have to wait ages for a bus. If you are disabled
it can be traumatic. Fortunately, I am not disabled yet, but
could be. First transport and Stagecoach should consider
people less fortunate instead of trying to make a profit.
“You are supposed to put people first”.
Yours,
WK Murphy
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Quiz: It was twenty years ago today
Brought to you by quizmaster Graham Jones
Of course, a lot of us weren’t
around twenty years ago and so
the alternative to doing the quiz is
to look for hidden creatures in the
words of the questions: there is
at least one in every question, but
some have two (2).

2.

3.

The Prime Minister’s first
names were “Anthony Charles
Lynton” by what name is he
usually known?
Whether peacemaking or
warmongering NATO began
bombing which European
country?
Which band played “Paint
it Black” at the Don Valley
Stadium?

4.

Who sang “I will always love
you” at the Sheffield Arena
three years before she died in
the bath?

5.

“Mary Isobel Catherine
Bernadette O'Brien” who died
on 2nd March at Henley on
Thames, was a famous singer.
What was her professional
name?

6.

A former Beatle got stabbed on
30th December. Does anyone
remember which one?

8.

JK Rowling’s ‘Harry Potter and
the Prisoner of - - - - - - -’ was
published. (2).

9.

In 1999:
1.

7.

Terry Pratchett’s book “The
fifth elephant” was published.
It was part of which 41 book
series?

Brooklyn, the son of two
celebrities was born. In which
world famous group did his
mother sing? (2)

10. On 17th March Rod Hull died
after falling off his roof, fixing
his TV aerial? What was the
name of his aggressive puppet?
11. On 28th March, actor Sir Derek
Jules Gaspard Ulric Niven van
den Bogaerde died. What was
his stage name?

12. A famous eminent Sheffield
boxer defeated World Boxing
Council featherweight
champion Cesar Soto of Mexico
in October at Detroit, Michigan.
(2).
13. Helen Sharman was awarded
an honorary doctorate by
Exeter University. Before
she became the first British
astronaut in 1991, she used
to be a researcher for which
appropriately named chocolate
company?

Last issue’s quiz answers
1.

Burn

7.

Fir

2.

Hall

8.

Shire

3.

Pits

9.

Vale

4.

Moor

10. Greave

5.

Cliffe

6.

Page

Putting them together gives us:
Burngreave, Pitsmoor, Page Hall,
Fir Vale, and Shirecliffe
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14. 2nd November marked the
Centenary of a tragic disaster
near Shalesmoor, caused by the
explosion of what type of water
heating equipment? (2).
15. A government scheme was
launched to address inner city
areas wanting improvement
resulting in £50 million for
Burngreave? (2).

16. There was a military coup in
Pakistan in which General
Pervez Musharraf assumed
executive powers? Which
former cricketer has been the
leader of Pakistan since 2018?
(2).

17. The first episode of this BBC
TV hospital drama was shown.
Maybe we still watch it. (2).
18. A new currency was launched
across a number of countries
including Ireland but not the
United Kingdom. What is it
called? (2).

19. The Welsh Assembly opened on
26th May. Which country’s new
parliament came later on 1st
July? (2).
20. The first edition of the
Burngreave Messenger hit
the streets. Where were the
headquarters of this new
tribune of the people?
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Bright Bunnies
Day Care
0114 2496465
@BrightBunniesDC
@bright_bunnies

@brightbunniesdaycare
Website:
www.brightbunniesdaycare.co.uk

0.2 Miles from the Northern General Hospital
✽ Free funding available for 2, 3 & 4 year olds
✽ Vibrant, spacious and fun classrooms in a homely setting
✽ High standard of care and education
✽ Secure outdoor area providing a stimulating learning environment
✽ Qualified, dedicated and experienced staff
✽ Fresh healthy meals and snacks cooked on the premises and served in
our purpose built dining room
✽ CCTV in every room and secure door entry.
✽ Childcare vouchers accepted
✽ Offering a fun packed adventurous holiday and after school club
✽ Children picked up for after school club by fully DBS checked staff from
school

Holiday and After School Club available

To advertise in the Messenger contact 0114 242 0564 or mail@burngreavemessenger.org

