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Burngreave is buzzing
Story by Linda Cawley | Photo by Nicky Walker

It is spring and the queen is laying 
more, the bees are flying and the 
time is coming to inspect the hives. 
It has to be some fourteen degrees 
before we can “go into” the hives, 
check the queen is laying, there is 
no disease and the bees are still 
there.

Keeping bees is as old as the hills 
and attracts people from all walks of 
life. My introduction started with a 
visit to Loxley community farm and 
I was smitten… and stung. I have 
been keeping bees for almost five 
years now and my bee buddy and I 
manage eight hives.  

When my first hive arrived, I 
remember the experience, a bit 
like Christmas as a child. It was late 
spring cold and getting dark. I had 
plonked them down in the middle 
of a field out at Wharncliffe and 
couldn’t wait to get back and take 
a peek. They are best left to settle 
and explore their environment and 
although I was desperate to look I 

knew that if I went in too early  
I wouldn’t be welcome. 

Worker bees make up the majority 
of the hive and are female. There is 
one queen whose main role is to lay 
eggs, although she has other roles 
in directing the hive and its life, 

but that’s for another time. Finally, 
there are the drones, male bees, 
whose sole function is to mate with 
the queen. 

The female (worker) bees forage 
(for pollen), nurse newly hatched 
bees and guard the hive. Foraging 
takes its toll and eventually they 
die of exhaustion with an average 
life span of six weeks. All the time 
the queen is constantly laying more 
eggs and the bees maintain their 
numbers at least in the summer 
months.  

The bees regulate the temperature 
of the hive. In the summer they 
flap their wings to cool down the 
hive and in the winter they huddle 
together to keep warm. Bees work 
hard in the spring, summer and 
autumn and in the winter they “take 
a rest”.

I love bee keeping and if there is a 
bee buzzing around you don’t swat 
it, send it back to me!

The Spirit of Burngreave
Story by the Messenger editorial group

These are uncertain times. 
At the time of writing we don't 
know what the next few weeks 
and months will bring. However, 
there is one thing we do know.We 
work at our best when we work 
together. 

In every issue the Burngreave 
Messenger demonstrates the many 
different ways our community helps 
each other. In the months ahead we 
need to look after each other. 

Look after ourselves so we can look 
after the elderly, look after our 
friends, look after our neighbours 
and look after our children. If there 
is one thing that we can be certain 
of, it is the spirit of our community.  
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Our next edition is due to be 
published early in Ramadam and we 
hope current events will allow this. 
We’ll keep our website updated 
with any changes so do check in at 
www.burngreavemessenger.org  

The Messenger has been going 
for 20 years. We hope and believe 
it has contributed to the spirit 
of Burngreave in a positive way. 
Stories come from the community 
and this is its strength. We are 
always happy to hear from you so  
please get in touch.

Latest coronavirus guidance 
Current Public Health England guidance states that if you have coronavirus  
symptoms then you should self-isolate and remain at home for 7 days. 

You do NOT need to call NHS 111 to go into self-isolation.  
For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild infection.

If you want to spread kindness and help support a neighbour who may be self-
isolating, you can deliver them the form below. It can be found online and printed 
- just search for “self isolating postcard viralkindness”.

The symptoms 
include:

Remain at home for 7 days after your symptoms start
If your symptoms get worse during home isolation or are no better after 7 days, 
contact the NHS online at 111.nhs.uk.

If you have no internet access, call the NHS on 111.

For a medical emergency dial 999.

A cough may persist for several weeks in some people, despite the coronavirus 
infection having cleared. A persistent cough alone does not mean you must 
continue to self-isolate for more than 7 days.

Ending self-isolation 
If after 7 days you feel better and no longer have a high temperature, you no 
longer need to self-isolate, but please keep up to date with the latest advice. 
Visit www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ for the latest guidance.
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The Big Sing, just the thing
Story and photos by Robin Grey

On the afternoon of Saturday 8th 
February, members of the Firth 
Park singing group hosted their first 
ever Big Sing! event at the Clock 
Tower on Firth Park Road with 
support from the National Lottery 
Community Fund.

This free event was an enormous 
success with more than 75 people 
of all ages and backgrounds joining 
in an epic hour’s sing-a-long 
supported by guitar and accordion. 
Songs included Amazing Grace, 
The Lion Sleeps Tonight, Que Sera 
Sera, as well as tracks by Elvis, Louis 
Armstrong, The Beatles, ABBA and 
music from films such as The Lion 
King, Shrek and Grease.

Local community musician Robin 
who led the Big Sing! said:

“With the days still short and cold, 
February is often a difficult time 
of the year for many people. 
Singing is a great natural way 
of lifting your mood, known 
to release endorphins, a brain 
chemical that makes you feel 
happy. Singing in groups is also a 
really good way of making friends 
and feeling part of a community 
which is vital for maintaining 
your health.”

The event was hosted by Friends 
Of Firth Park, a well known local 

community group who run a range 
of activities around the area. 
Regular volunteer Denise said:

“We have so much joy singing 
together at our weekly Friday 
morning sessions. We organised 
this on a weekend so we could 
welcome those at work or school 
when we normally meet. It was 
emotional being part of such a 
large group of people singing 
together.”

Local resident Nerva said:

“My friends came and enjoyed it 
very much, they all thought we 
should have more big singing 
events like this. I hope we can 
organise something similar at 
SADACCA, the community centre 
in the Wicker which I also go to.”

Regular singing group member 
Alicia said:

“My daughter came and had a 
really good time. She has recently 
been thinking of joining a choir 
and this has inspired her to go 
along to one.”

A plan has been made for a follow 
up event on Saturday 18th April 
from 5-7 pm, also at the Firth Park 
Clock Tower, and this second Big 
Sing! will be followed by a bring-
and-share community 'potluck' 
meal. Please do put the date in your 
diary and come along.

Friends of Firth Park singing group 
meet every Friday from 10.30am 
- 12.30pm in the Bowling Pavilion. 
It is a friendly session with tea and 
biscuits served at half time. All 
are welcome and no experience is 
necessary, and welcomes people 
with dementia and additional 
needs.

Entry is free though donations are 
welcome into the ukulele case. You 
can contact Robin on 07930 410 280 
or mail@robingrey.com with any 
questions.
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Gold at Oasis Fir Vale
Story by Graham Jones 

Oasis Academy Fir Vale have 
won the prestigious Modeshift 
Gold Award for demonstrating 
excellence in supporting cycling, 
walking and other forms of 
sustainable travel. On Clean Air day 
the school had hosted a special fete 
with a range of  stalls to promote 
active travel.

The school held a special event on 
22nd January where the Lord Mayor 
Tony Downing presented the award 
to the school.

Mr Rashad Hussain, Senior learning 
mentor, led the proceedings.

Other organisations invited included 
South Yorkshire Police, SYPTE, Road 
Safety Officers and the Burngreave 
Clean Air Campaign.

Four girls who had moved on from 
the school last year had made a 
model village with one side choking 
in smoke and litter and the other 
showing what things could be like.

We were treated to some wonderful 
moving singing from the children.

But then a Japanese drum band, 
Tengi Taiko, arrived on the stage 
and filled the hall with passionate 
rhythms. It was energetic, it was 
powerful, it was LOUD!

We had a quick chat about our plans 
for this year’s Clean Air Day.

As Tony Downing said:

“Well done to all of you for 
winning the gold award for 
using sustainable transport. We 
should all think about the climate 
emergency. This is a wonderful 
school, with some lovely and 
wonderful children.”

Gardening for health 
Story by Jo Eckersley

Oasis Gardening, a gardening for wellbeing organisation, 
are joining Sage Greenfingers at their Grimesthorpe 
Allotments site. Oasis have been running sessions for 
eight years, growing vegetables on Sheffield Health and 
Social Care’s (SHSC) Fulwood House land. 

When SHSC sold Fulwood House, Oasis had to look for 
a new home, and were delighted to partner with Sage 
Greenfingers. Oasis run friendly, fun, free and relaxing 
sessions where people of any ability can get stuck in and 
learn new skills in growing.

Anyone is welcome, particularly if you’ve experienced 
mental health difficulties or distress. It’s a lovely 
atmosphere where we grow food right from seed to plate, 
eating the fruits of our labour as we relax together. We 
really look forward to joining this vibrant community, and 

welcoming new members to the Tuesday sessions. If you’re 
planning to come down let Fran or Luke know by calling 
07926 097 027 or emailing oasis@sheffieldflourish.co.uk
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Dragons and lions around Melrose Road
Story by Katie Lee and Deborah Blencowe | Photos by Deborah Blencowe

Saturday 1st February 2020 saw in the Chinese New Year, 
the Year of the Rat. As part of what has become an annual 
event, children and adults assembled on Melrose Road for 
a Dragon Parade. 

We were joined by the Sheffield Chinese Lion Dancing Team 
who gave a fantastic performance. The Playground had also 
designed their own Dragon, which took part in the parade, 
proudly carried by the children who helped create it.

The Carnival made its way along Melrose Road following 
the bright colours of the Sheffield Lion which shone 
brilliantly on this clear, crisp winters day. The sounds 
of drums filled the streets as the parade made it's way 
through to the playground.

All were enthralled by this display of joyful playfulness 
evoking anticipation and wonder at what next year might 
bring.

Getting there with the Aspirers Society 
Story by Hopeton Bailey 

The Aspirers Society was launched to support 
disadvantaged students and families.

The society aims to help students maximise their potential 
to make informed decisions as to what career paths 
they would like to pursue. Students are partnered with 
reputable companies that support and nurture their 
talents, abilities and confidence. 

So far this has been a huge success with most of the 
students developing both a clear focus and leadership 
skills.

Currently we have partnered with ARM Holdings who are 
now taking care of our future software engineers. Amir and 
Eshaan are being trained to take part in the World Robotics 
competition. Their father, Abrar Ali, said:

“My two sons Amir Ali and Eshaan Ali are really excited 
about the program and about the fact that they have 
the opportunity to develop and showcase their talents 
with such a huge company. They are also excited about 
winning the competition in order to go to China and 
compete there.” 

We have also now developed a structured program with 
Keebles Solicitors called Getting into Law. Finally we are 
currently working on initiating a program for students 
interested in medicine. 

The students and their parents are all excited about the 
future of the Aspirers Society. We are open to hear from 
anyone and welcome support. 

Feel free to contact me at 
bailey.aspirerssociety@yahoo.com or on 07747 334 064.
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Nurturing gifts with gifts
Story by Tim Neal | Photo by Muhammad Saleh

The Messenger spoke to Zia 
Khan who told us about a visit 
he made to Kashmir earlier this 
year in February. He travelled to 
the Kotli region of Kashmir where 
the popularity of private schools 
has soared over the last few 
years leading to neglected and 
underfunded state schools where 
there is a severe lack of funds for 
teaching and equipment.

Money had been collected before 
his visit between friends and 
family. He went there for a two 
week holiday. It was a humbling 
experience and he was really 
honoured to be able to help out by 
distributing stationery, books and 

other school equipment for these 
poor, yet ambitious young students: 

“I had the opportunity to visit 
about five different local state 
schools in Azad where I witnessed 
first hand both the struggles 

and the determination of these 
passionate students.”

This was clearly a significant journey 
for Zia who asked us to personally 
thank everyone who donated to this 
small project.

Culture, care and community at All Saints
Story by Nelson Kaggwa, Chair of ACCM

Local Community users at the Agency for Culture and 
Change Management (ACCM) based at All Saints Centre 
in Ellesmere are excited to be able to fund some mentors 
that work with young people.  

They have been awarded an Awards for All grant to support 
their work. They provide a youth club at the centre, and a 
variety of cultural activities including enabling parents to 
nurture their toddlers in a pre-school scheme.

ACCM provides sessions that keep children in safe and 
supervised environments all week long. This project has 
good volunteer mentors but needs to recruit more who 
can help to  offer positive life changes to  vulnerable young 
people. ACCM recruits and trains volunteers who come 

from similar backgrounds as the young people they are 
supporting. In that way they can access young people 
and build relationships in a way that is difficult for other 
services to achieve.

Roxanne Fullelove said:

“Dealing with isolation, as a young person, someone is 
on your case trying to entice you with drugs, you cannot 
do the homework and your parents don’t speak much 
English. Where do you go when out of school?”

As some of the charity’s work is carried out on the streets, 
consultations are made through street discussions involving 
young people and by  gauging their response to the 
problems in the areas and putting them at ease. 

Results have been shared in public meetings in churches 
and mosques where feedback and input on findings and 
strategies have fed directly into the work of ACCM. Our 
consultation shows that gang leaders are getting clued up 
to how police operate and they're getting children aged 12, 
13 or 14 to go out and sell the drugs for them. It’s another 
form of grooming and exploitation.  

To get in touch with ACCM please email  
accmprojects@outlook.com
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Keep Sheffield stainless
Story and photo by Avant Homes

Anthony Olaseinde is a security professional who 
offers his time to raising awareness of knife crime and 
how communities can help prevent it. He offers free 
workshops to Sheffield schools through his ‘Keep Sheffield 
Stainless’ campaign. 

Anthony and a team of volunteers work to create a safe 
place for those affected by knife crime to come together 
and reduce the number of knives on the street. The project 
collective talks to youngsters, the impact of carrying a 
knife, how to handle confrontations and managing conflict 
resolution.

Keep Sheffield Stainless also offers a free knife/weapon 
collection and disposal service. Its volunteers work to 
reduce knife crime by safely collecting weapons in an 
agreed location – while following police guidelines and 
documenting all collections.

Anthony Olaseinde pictured on the far right at the 
Avant Homes ‘Let's Make a Difference’ awards.

“Don’t use a knife, save a life”
Story and photos by Alan Hancock

On Saturday 8th February, 
representatives from Burngreave, 
Patrick Meleady, Alan Hancock and 
Diane Johnson attended the first 
Youth Conference organised by 
the Theresa Cave of the Chris Cave 
Foundation. 

Theresa’s son, Chris, was stabbed 
to death in 2003. Since then she 
has dedicated her own life to 
preventing and deterring young 
people from carrying a knife or a 
gun or committing violent crime in 
any shape or form. The remarkable 
conference was staged at the 
Tuned-In Centre in Redcar.

Although the conference had the 
theme of young people and knife 
crime, it covered many aspects of 
what is affecting the lives of young 
people today. 

Alan was called upon to address the 
conference along with the Cleveland 
Police and Crime Commissioner, 

Barry Coppinger. Other guests 
spoke to the conference and ran 
four fascinating workshops. Other 
speakers included Quinton Green 
(poet and spoken word artist),  
Julian Lawrence (comic artist), John 
Robert Atkins (martial arts expert) 
and a great session was  delivered 
by paramedics.

‘Spoken Word’ is basically rhyming 
poetry that can be used to 
emphasise many themes, in this 
instance, for example “You don't 

need a gun to have fun”, “Don't use 
a knife, save a life”

Alan said:

“We all gained a great deal today. 
Having participated in every 
workshop, we came away with 
numerous new ideas that can 
be utilised at the Adventure 
Playground. Theresa Cave has 
always been a great supporter 
of the playground and it was 
wonderful that we could attend 
and maintain this relationship”. 
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LEARN  
ENGLISH 

Free classes in Burngreave  
Monday 10—12 noon Creative English 
     Verdon Recreation Centre, Verdon Street S3 9QQ 
     0114 2727497  For: all levels, women & children welcome 

Monday 9.30—11.30 ESOL Pre-entry, Entry 1 and Entry 2     
& 12—2 pm   Firvale Community Hub, 127 Page Hall Road, S4 8GU 
     0114 2619130  For: men & women welcome 

Tuesday 1—2.45 pm Conversation Class  
     Pye Bank School, Andover Street S3 9EF 
     07771630024 / 0114 2760472  For: all levels, women only 

Tuesday 1—4 pm  Conversation Class  
     Pitsmoor Adventure Playground, Burngreave Street S3 9DN 
     0114 273 7121  For: all levels, all welcome, childcare offered 

Wednesday 9.30—  ESOL Pre-entry, Entry 1 and Entry 2  
11.30 & 12—2 pm  Firvale Community Hub, 127 Page Hall Road, S4 8GU 
     0114 2619130  For: men & women welcome 

Thursday 10— 12 noon Conversation Class   
     Vestry Hall, Burngreave Road S3 9DD 
     07771630024  For: women only 

Friday 10—12 noon Creative English 
     Verdon Recreation Centre, Verdon Street S3 9QQ 
     0114 2727497  For: women & children welcome 

     Welcome to Sheffield courses 
     Wednesday 15th April 9.30—11.30 am 
     Friday 8th June 12—2 pm 
     Firvale Community Hub, 127 Page Hall Road, S4 8GU 
     0114 2619130  For: men & women welcome 
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Northern General: please care about us too!
Story by Graham Jones

At Burngreave Clean Air Campaign we were very 
dismayed to learn that the number 11A bus would no 
longer be entering the grounds of the Northern General 
Hospital (NGH) from 26th January. 

This follows the hospital’s decision earlier last year not to 
allow Stagecoach’s daytime X2 route because of increased 
“congestion”.  We hoped that the introduction of a regular 
bus service would reduce the number of cars going in to 
the NGH and thereby actually reduce congestion, not only 
within the hospital grounds but also on local roads.

As local residents Burngreave clean Air Campaign believe 
that improved, affordable and environmentally sustainable 
public transport is the only solution to the consistent illegal 
levels of traffic fumes in Burngreave.  We are proud to have 
the Northern General in our area however, with 6,000 staff 
and thousands of outpatient and hospital visitors daily 
mainly by car, we are concerned that the hospital itself is 
causing sickness and death in our area. 

Air pollution has been estimated to kill 500 Sheffielders 
each year and affect many school children with asthma.  
Life expectancy in Burngreave at birth is about five years 

lower than the average for the UK.  Air pollution is a 
contributory factor to this appalling statistic.

Burngreave Clean Air Campaign has written to the hospital 
Chief Executive asking for an explanation for this decision 
to curtail these routes. We have also started a petition for 
local people to sign.

If you would like more information about Burngreave Clean 
Air Campaign, please visit our Facebook group or contact 
burngreavecleanaircampaign@gmail.com.

Don’t dump it, get it fixed 
Story by Jenny Tibbles | Photo by Emillie Taylor

Saturday 7th March saw the third Repair Café held at 
Abbeyfield Park House. 

A repair café is quite simply a place where you can take 
along broken items and volunteers will try and mend 
them – often successfully! It’s a way of making things last 
longer, saving people money, passing on skills and reducing 
waste... all in all a very good thing.

The March café saw a great number of volunteer repairers 
and a small, but steady stream of people with items 
needing repairs. One successful repair was of a sewing 
machine that had not been working for years, a nice happy 
outcome! Andy, a long term volunteer, said ‘It’s been 
slightly quieter than usual, but it’s a new venue, so we’re 
expecting things will get a lot busier as we go along!’

The Community Toolbank, based at the back of Abbeyfield 
House, was also open alongside the Repair Café, offering 
a tool sharpening service. Again, we had a good supply of 
customers, bringing their tools to get them ready for some 
Spring gardening action! 

The Repair Café in Sheffield has been running successfully 
at Heeley City Farm and Strip the Willow for a number of 
years, and will now be open in Abbeyfield Park House on 
the first Saturday of the month, 10am-4pm.

Don’t forget, Toolbank is open each Saturday morning, 
10am-12noon and BitFixit is open Saturday afternoons,  
12-3pm in the community room.
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Page Hall vision 
Story by Colin Havard 

As I walk around Page Hall it’s easy to stereotype but 
also it’s easy to spot people who are here to provide a 
service, to help as it were. There have been some difficult 
discussions, often in social media and public meetings but 
I haven’t heard as much about the assets of the area, of 
the good things that can be built on.

I have just finished reading a book about abundant 
communities, the idea of building on the strengths of 
people. It has reminded me to look at Page Hall from a 
different perspective: the skills of local people, institutions 
doing a grand job, business renowned across the city, the 
wealth of green spaces on the doorstep.

This is what the Sheffield Community Investment Deal 
(SCID) has been trying to do for the last 2 years and will be 
cementing through a series of workshops in the coming 
months. Learning from what local people have said, 

understanding what their hopes are for themselves and 
the area they live in, and marrying this up with what the 
service providers can deliver.

There isn’t a magic solution to litter and rubbish or else 
it would have been used. There isn’t a simple answer 
to lack of jobs or low incomes. There isn’t a short cut to 
understanding different cultures.

But Page Hall is home to a very large employer (Northern 
General Hospital) with others on the doorstep (eg 
Amazon). It has Firth Park, Osgathorpe Park, Crabtree 
Ponds, and Wensley Park surrounding it. You can organise 
an Asian wedding and see live music on a Friday night. 
It has people who can cook and mend, people who can 
teach, people with rich histories. So together we can 
develop a rich future too.

Andy Shallice 1952–2019
Story by Abdul Shaif | Photo taken as a selfie by Andy Shallice

Andy Shallice, who was Area  
Co-ordinator for the Burngreave 
Area Panel and a regular 
contributor to the Messenger, 
died suddenly in December 2019. 
He was a political activist, trade 
unionist, human rights campaigner 
and a great friend to the BAME 
communities. We were devastated 
to hear that he passed away. 

He believed with a passion that 
voiceless communities should be 
heard and be an important part 
of this great city. Andy was one of 
those people who walked into our 
lives and genuinely changed things 
for the better. 

As sad as I was during his funeral, 
the contributions made by his family 
and friends were uplifting. I met 
many people who had such positive 

and profound things to say about 
him in terms of the impact he had 
through his friendship and political 
activism but also people who had 
personal experiences of him being 
very supportive, a confidant and a 
friend. It was really touching by any 
stretch of the imagination. 

He was a true campaigner against 
racism and supported women's 
rights and LGBT+ communities and 
was committed to the liberation 
fight against racial injustice founded 
in a deep sense of commitment to 
marginalised communities. Andy 
was a respected and loved member 
of our community - both within 
our organisations and more widely 
amongst voluntary and community 
groups. 

He was a true champion of our 
cause and we have lost one of the 
most thoughtful human beings you 
could come across, committed to 
making a positive difference and 
tipping the scales towards fairness 
and equality. I sincerely believe 
Andy Shallice is part of our success 
story and a definition of a brilliant 
activist. I will miss him enormously.
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Story by Deborah Blencowe 
Photos by Sofeena Aslam and Deborah Blencowe

A celebration of International Women’s Day took place 
on Wednesday 11th March. I attended the event held at 
Verdon Recreation Centre. It was a busy occasion with 
women from a variety of backgrounds, with plenty of 
local information available for all.

A variety of massages were available and fitness 
equipment, which proved to be very popular. Stalls were 
set up for Henna painting and another, which took my 
particular fancy for Arts and Crafts where I decorated my 

own little pot courtesy of the Furnival 
project which is based across road at the 
Verdon Centre. Food was served which 
included a selection of sandwiches and 
also samosas, curry, rice and salad, 
very nice too.

Organisations like Firvale Community 
Hub, ACT (Aspiring Communities Together), Wiseability, 
Sheffield Royal Society for Blind, Better Journeys, Health 
trainer, South Yorkshire Police, Forging Families, New 
Beginnings Project, and SAVTE (Sheffield Association for the 
Voluntary Teaching of English), were all present to enjoy 
the opportunity to network and introduce their services to 
people.

Sofeena Aslam, who works for SOAR helped make the 
arrangements for the day to happen. She worked tirelessly 
throughout welcoming people, chatting to groups and 
helping with the food service. Again, a brilliant event.

International Women’s Day at Verdon Rec

SOAR staff Rosie, Trudi, Sofeena and Naheen

Make and Meet Creative Arts Verdon Recreation Centre

Usha Blackham, ACT
International Women’s Day cakes
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International Women’s Day with WiCAT 
Story by Cathy Cain and Claudia Kuntze | Photos by Cathy Cain

International Women’s Day with 
WiCAT (Women in Construction, 
Arts & Technology) went down a 
storm on Sunday 8th March.

More than 30 women and girls 
turned up to take part in 23 
different DIY taster sessions!

One of the students at the 
workshop commented:

“We have learned some essential 
skills, thanks to WiCAT we can 
now point our outside walls, 
wallpaper our inside walls, rewire 
plugs, sockets and light fittings, 
make things out of wood and do 
dry stone walling!” 

A fantastic lunch was on offer and 
most students stayed around to 
take part in the whole day.

WiCAT offers classes in a whole 
range of construction skills, home 
maintenance and general DIY skills, 
such as bricklaying, plastering, tiling 
and more. 

To get involved, check out their 
website at www.wicat.org.uk or find 
them on Facebook, Instagram or 
Twitter (@wicatsheffield).

Northern Women of Colour
Story and photos by Maxine Lewis

Northern Women of Colour held their second 
International Women’s Day Conference on 7th March at 
Ellesmere Children’s Centre. Women travelled from as far 
as London to attend and there were panel discussions, 
workshops and stalls.

The theme ‘Each for Equal’ showcased the actions women 
can take to challenge stereotypes, fight prejudice and 
celebrate their achievements. Women left the conference 
fully equipped to be their best in self, health and wealth.

Some of the positive feedback received was:

“Brought me out of myself and gave inspiration for  
my future.”

“Inspirational talks and workshops.”

“Meeting like minded women.”

“Hearing so many women’s experience.”

“Great networking, walking away with great motivation.”
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I belong to Burngreave - Jackie Drayton
Story by Saleema Imam | Photo by Ian Drayton

One of our local councillors, Jackie 
Drayton, is absolutely certain that 
she belongs in Burngreave, the 
area she chose 40 years ago.

A mum with two young sons and a 
seven week old baby daughter, her 
first impressions of Sheffield were 
the hills, Coventry being very flat. 
She soon abandoned her bike!

Having left school with no 
qualifications, Jackie had returned 
to education took ‘A’ levels and 
obtained a B Ed at Warwick 
University.

In Sheffield, with young children 
to care for, she began working 
part time with a women’s group in 
Frecheville, but also volunteered 
with Home Start and SAVTE 
(Sheffield Association for the 
Voluntary Teaching of English) and 
even found time to dance with the 
Lizzie Dripping Morris group.

Jackie became full time head of 
Hurlfield adult education centre. 
Her involvement with adult 
education lasted 25 years.

She joined the local Labour Party 
In 1996 experiencing “one of the 
proudest moments” of her life when 
she won her council election in 
Burngreave. In her words: 

“I began giving something back to 
the area that had welcomed me… 
there's nowhere I’d rather live… 
Burngreave is a fantastic place 
and I have known nothing but 
kindness”.

Jackie became Lord Mayor of 
Sheffield in May 2006, an exciting 
time including a visit to Kashmir, an 
area which benefitted from one of 
the Lord Mayor’s charities. 

 “I’m fortunate to have lived 
in Burngreave since I arrived 
in Sheffield and I have had 
the wonderful opportunity of 
meeting and making friends 
with people from many different 
backgrounds and cultures. These 
people have enriched my life 
and the life of our great city. I 
have, and always will, value their 
friendship and support.”

For many years she has served as 
Cabinet Member for Children and 
Families and is also a member of 
Sheffield’s Health and Wellbeing 
Board.

What of the future? Well with 
local elections postponed plans 
are no doubt changing but Jackie is 
looking forward to spending more 
time with her family, particularly 
her grandchildren and bringing 
her garden back to its former 
glory; Jackie intends to learn about 
beekeeping and to indulge her love 
of steam trains, with a grand plan to 
travel on every working steam train 
line in the country!

We wish her many happy journeys.

Caring for bees
Story by Saleema Imam

Burngreave cemetery bees will soon be waking up and 
becoming active when the weather becomes a little 
warmer. We urgently need volunteers to help James, who 
has been the stalwart over recent years, to care for them. 
Would YOU be interested?

If you know about bees - great - if you don’t but are willing 
to learn then - great again! 

Contact Saleema.imam141@googlemail .com for more 
information, or call in to the chapel near the Melrose Road 
entrance to the cemetery any Sunday between 12 noon 
and 2pm.
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Walking forward, looking back
Story by Saleema Imam | Photo by Vicky Smith

The first of this year’s heritage walks, led by Graham 
Jones, took place on 2nd January. Starting at the transport 
interchange, 27 CHA walkers came via Victoria Quays to 
the old mortuary chapel in Burngreave cemetery to view 
the various displays. 

Most of those taking part had never visited the area before 
and were agreeably surprised at its beauty. Some have 
since returned to spend a longer time in the cemetery 
chapel. The group then moved on to Abbeyfield House, 
Parkwood Springs and via Kelham Island back to the city 
centre.

 On 6th February The Upper Chapel Striders were the next 
walking group to have the benefit of Graham’s knowledge, 
again highlighting the area for those who wouldn’t 
normally come to Pitsmoor. Their walk started at Upper 
Chapel on Norfolk Street via some forgotten historic parts 
of the city centre, along the River Don to Ball St Street 
bridge and up to Parkwood Springs before coming back 
down to Pitsmoor. They continued via Crabtree Pond, 
Devon Gardens and Osgathorpe Park, to Petre Street 
to view the new mosque, then through the woods and 
up Wincobank Hill to the site of the iron-age fort and 
Cartamandua’s monument.

Look out for other walks around the area. Sheffield lets 
change4life produces walking maps for Firvale, Brightside, 
Lower Don Valley and the Five Weirs walk. 

Sheffield CHA and Sheffield Ramblers welcome new 
walkers.

www. sheffield-cha.org.uk
www.sheffieldramblers.org

The Friends of Burngreave Cemetery also welcome 
enquiries.

www.friendsofburngreavecemetery.btck.co.uk

Cartamandua’s monument

Makeover for Abbeyfield House
Story by Stan Skinny | Photo by Martin Currie

A group of volunteers have helped transform the 
community room in Abbeyfield House and provide a great 
new space for the community to use. 

The room had not seen much attention for many years and 
was badly in need of a bit TLC. Fortunately, through the 

People’s Kitchen Pitsmoor project and FOAP, funding was 
able to be raised from the Burngreave ward pot to decorate 
the space and bring it back into use. 

Each week across February, scores of volunteers have been 
taking up old carpets, sanding down walls and painting 
ceilings, all warmly fuelled by some delicious home-made 
soup and cake. 

Now de-cluttered and spruced up, it provides a welcoming 
space for groups to use for a range of purposes such 
as dance, tai chi and yoga classes, as well as offering 
additional room for the repair café, and tool bank. 

Local resident and member of PKP Stan Skinny, said of the 
upgrade ‘It’s great to see the community coming together, 
caring about its spaces and willing to help out to make our 
area better. It’s all part of the brilliant collective spirit of 
Pitsmoor and it’s wonderful and exciting to see what lies 
ahead for Abbeyfield House. 
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A new radio station is launching at 
noon on Sunday 22nd March. Well 
actually, it’s a set of local podcasts, 
updated every week. We are 
producing our first shows now, but 
are looking for new voices. 

If you would like to produce a 
half hour programme, or even a 
series, please get in touch. Oh, and 
we’re calling it the ‘Sunday Kebab’, 
because we all love a kebab, it’s 
cheap, it has all sorts of things in 
it and it’s great to have for Sunday 
lunch. 

There is a group on Facebook that 
anyone can use to contact me. All 

are welocme to join - just search for 
‘Sunday Kebab’ on Facebook. 

Mark Jones 
(shared with Peter Price)

Firth Park Advice Centre,  

9 Stubbin Lane

• Thursday 2nd & 16th April 
10am – 11pm

Mark Jones

07500 764 202 

(Mobile) 

mark.jonescllr@

sheffield.gov.uk

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall) 

Surgery dates 

Firshill Tenants’ and Residents’ 

Association, 11 Firshill Glade,  

S4 7DX.

• Tuesday 21st April 

10.30am – 12noon

Jackie Drayton

0114 243 5388 

(Home) 

jackie.drayton@

sheffield.gov.uk

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall)

Surgery dates

Burngreave Library, 

Sorby House, 42 Spital Hill.

• Saturday 11th April 

11am - 12.15pm

Local Councillors and 
surgery dates

Talib Hussain

0114 273 5380  

(Town Hall) 

talib.hussain@

sheffield.gov.uk

Surgery dates 

Firvale Community Hub (PACA), 

127 Page Hall Road.

• Thursday 16th April 

2pm – 3pm

Healthwatch Sheffield
Story by Lucy Davies

Healthwatch Sheffield is a completely independent local consumer watchdog for 
health and social care services. We’re here to help adults, children and young 
people influence and improve how services are designed and run, and we’d love 
to hear from people in Burngreave. 

In 2013 the ‘Fairness on the 83 Bus’ report highlighted the inequalities which 
run through Sheffield. The 83 Bus links Millhouses with Ecclesfield in the North, 
running through Burngreave on the way – across this route, the report noted 
a drop in average life expectancy of 7.5 years for men and almost 10 years for 
women.  More recent figures show us that both men and women living in Ecclesall 
Ward are estimated to live a decade longer than in Burngreave Ward.

There are many social factors which shape the health of people; these include 
education, childhood experiences, housing, environment, and employment.  
Access to the right health and care services when you need them is also vital.  
At Healthwatch Sheffield we hear many stories about how people find it difficult 
to access services including accessing interpreters, poor information about social 
care, and difficulties with transport to get to appointments.  

Because Healthwatch is set up by legislation, we are in a strong position to raise 
issues which are important to you.  We are currently thinking about what we will 
focus on over the next couple of years and would love to hear from you about 
which health and social care issues are affecting you.  

You can fill in our survey online www.tinyurl.com/priorities-2020 , or follow the 
link from the homepage of our website www.healthwatchsheffield.co.uk 
You can also contact us by phone on 0114 253 6688.   

Currie and kebab on a Sunday
Story by Martin Currie



March 2020  •  Issue 147 17

When St Valentine came to St Catherine’s
Story by Julie Bibi | Photos by Deborah Blencowe

On Friday 14th February, I was invited along to St 
Catherine’s Nursing Home on Burngreave Road for a 
special event, a Valentine’s Meal that also came along 
with wonderful entertainment.

There I had the pleasure of meeting a resident, who was 
being visited by her husband. She told me that they met on 
Valentine’s Day 63 years ago at a dance at The Memorial 
Hall in Hillsborough. They enjoyed a dance today too.

The Residents had a lovely meal that was either a Pork or 
Chicken dinner followed by Strawberry or Chocolate Tart.

I then sat in everyone’s company to listen to wonderful 
singing provided by Tony Verno. I am a bit old fashioned 
myself and listening to the songs of Barry Manilow 
(Copacabana), Sweet Caroline by Neil Diamond and Tony 
Christie’s Amirillo I was in my element. I love that sort of 
music and everyone else seemed to do as well. We even 
got some Boyzone/Tracy Chapman with Baby Can I Hold 
You Tonight.

The Event Coordinator, Julie made me feel so welcome and 
I was really pleased to have been involved on the day.

Action packed lunches
Story by Nick Edmondson and Deborah Blencowe | Photos by Nick Edmondson

The Pitsmoor Lunch Club began life in the Welcome 
Centre on Nottingham Street in 1985. It now takes place 
every Thursday from 10am until 2pm. The venture really 
works well for those attending. 

Although the people attending do contribute financially 
towards the club, it also gets some Council funding. It's a 
way of getting out of the house. Meeting other people. 
Helping other people. Working together. Chatting. 

Singing or Bingo sessions take place each week that go 
down well with everyone involved. As with the other 
activities that occur in the Welcome Centre and at Christ 
Church Pitsmoor, it’s a place where ideally very different 
people in our community can safely get together and 
discover what we may be able to do. Basically, the 
attendees all make the Thursdays happen between them.

I attended on Thursday 5th March to see what happens 
and it was brilliant. I thoroughly enjoyed a quiche, chips 
and beans meal, which was prepared, dished up and served 
by volunteers. Dessert was apple pie and cream, and then 
I chatted along with everyone. I then got involved with one 
of my obsessions, clearing up and helping with all kitchen 
duties.

Occasionally the lunch club have a special day arranged 
and a couple of weeks ago, that very thing happened. Local 
resident, Surtag Hack provided a creative morning making 
paper flowers and demonstrating to everyone how she 
does them. Honestly, they were beautiful and I have my 
very own at home on my windowsill.

Anyone who is interested in attending one of these 
sessions, please get in touch with Nick Edmondson on 
07725 569 380 or email nickedmondson@phonecoop.coop
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Unexpected sightings at Crabtree Ponds
Story by Graham Jones

On 6th January Sheffield and 
Rotherham’s Wildlife Group’s 
ranger and local volunteers 
gathered to perform the usual 
monthly maintenance at Crabtree 
Ponds nature reserve. 

We did a litter pick, shifted some 
fly tipped objects including a 
reclining chair, a spare wheel and 
headphones with four metres of 
cable. We also checked our next 
boxes in preparation for Spring.

We were joined by a new 
“volunteer” who turned out to 
be Andy Kershaw from BBC Radio 
Sheffield. Andy helped with the 
litter pick and interviewed Ranger 
Rachel Stevenson and some of the 
volunteers. They explained that fly 
tipping was a big problem on the 
site and that fly tippers never think 
of the harm that they are doing to 
wildlife and to local amenities.

Rachel talked about the hidden gem 
of Crabtree Ponds and appealed 
for more volunteers to come and 

help out on the first Monday of 
every month, 10am to 12.30pm. 
Although the council owns the land, 
it is leased long term to Sheffield 
and Rotherham Wildlife Trust. The 
pond used to be in the grounds of 
Crabtree Lodge and is very deep.

Amazingly, during Andy’s recording 
a kingfisher was seen on the lower 
wet area on the River Crab, known 
as the ‘sink’. With impressively 
speedy editing, the piece went out 
on Radio Sheffield about an hour 
later.

Andy Kershaw was not the only 
surprise visitor that morning: we 
saw a great spotted woodpecker 
and two parakeets being threatened 
by a buzzard. In total 29 species of 
birds have been seen at Crabtree 
Ponds over the past year.

We had a cup of tea and luxury 
biscuits and we even got some work 
done too!

The Crabtree Ponds Reserve 
group AGM met on 9th March. 
Improvements to the range of 
habitats on the reserve, new 
measures to prevent fly tipping, the 
possible installation of new artwork 
and  the usual maintenance were 
discussed. Consideration was also 
given to the potential  impact of 
the planned  building of 22 houses 
on the former Norbury site which 
adjoins the reserve.

For more information about 
Crabtree ponds nature reserve 

www.wildsheffield.com/reserves/
crabtree-ponds/

George & Brian: A storm is coming by Edgar Lowman

Do you think this 
storm will come 
in soon?

You tell me, George...

“Seems quite mild still”
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Learn more about 
Fostering
Call 0345 266 0272
Email carer.enquiries@five-rivers.org
Visit www.five-rivers.org

Join us at: 
Tesco Extra, Spital Hill, Sheffield on: 
18th March, 11am - 1:30pm |  21st March, 12pm - 2:30pm

Y E A R  A N N I V

E
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That’s all it takes for your child 
to pick up a knife.

Have you had the conversation?

Fear. 
Peer pressure.
A split-second decision.

KnivesTakeLives.co.uk/parents
For information, advice and useful tips go to
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Recyling at Oasis
Story by Daniel Marsh

Oasis Academy Fir Vale held a week of events aimed 
at recycling and litter awareness for pupils, staff, and 
parents.

The events took place from 3rd February until 7th February 
in co-operation with the Sheffield Community Investment 
Deal, Amey a company responsible for removing waste in 
Sheffield, and the Eden Project, a local Christian community 
group.

Agnieszka Freeman, Parent Partnership Lead at Oasis 
Academy Fir Vale, commented on the week saying:

“Children have really enjoyed this year’s environment 
week, they learnt about the importance of recycling and 
had a chance to reflect on how  to look after the area 
they live within. 

“We hope that this week’s learning will make them more 
aware of the effects of littering and make them proud to 
be a part of Page Hall community.”

This is the second event that the academy has completed 
to raise awareness of litter in the local area. Amey ran a 
litter awareness assembly, and the Eden Project shared a 
story from the bible that is linked to looking after the world.

Tuesday saw all pupils take part in an Amey competition 
to design a poster about not dropping litter with the 
winners artwork turned into a sticker to be displayed on all 
community bins around Page Hall.

On Wednesday, pupils in Year 5 and 6 welcomed a 
visit from an Outreach Officer at Veolia about sorting 
recyclables, with Year 3 and 4 pupils meeting local street 
wardens to talk about fly tipping and littering.

I spent a lovely morning with one of the 
Messenger volunteers who is obsessed 
with recycling. Surtag Hack, who lives in 
Burngreave, goes completely out of her 
way to try and recycle everything she can 
and turn objects that would be usually be 
thrown away into beautiful decorations.

Items such as plastic and glass bottles, 
bottle tops, flyers, catalogues, newspapers, 
lollipop sticks, straws, paper mugs and 
much much more are transformed into 
the attractive decorations that you can see 
here.

Surtag does sell her items and the money 
is donated to The Crisis in Yemen Fund. 
Long may she continue this good work and 
I’m looking forward to going to see Surtag 
again and make some creations myself.

Recycling Decorations by Surtag Hack
Story and photo by Deborah Blencowe  
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20%

Massage

The Messenger is delivered to 9000 homes, local        
businesses, community centres, schools and public   
buildings in the Burngreave area. 
We can offer you 1/8 page - 1/4 page - 1/2 page - A4 
advertising space, in colour or black & white  
(*depending on availability and subject to editorial approval). 
You can also have inserts in our pages - fliers, menus, 
folded letters, A5 posters etc. 
Discounts are available for local community groups 
& non-profit organisations, and for local businesses! 

        mail@burngreavemessenger.org 

        0114 242 0564 
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Toolbank Workshops
Story by Jenny Tibbles

Sheffield Community Toolbank, 
based in Abbeyfield House, has 
been around for a long time, but 
thanks to funding from Sheffield 
City Council, we’ve been able to 
start expanding our service. One 
of these developments is to pilot 
some workshops.

On 14th December, we ran 
a ‘wooden items up-cycling’ 
workshop, where people could 
bring small wooden furniture items, 
which needed repairing or a bit of 
‘TLC’ to bring them back to a good 
condition. If people didn’t have 
their own items, we had a couple 
spare that needed work!

The day was a great success 
with people working on chairs, 
small tables, wooden boxes and 
bathroom cabinets. Dean and our 
great volunteers offered assistance 
and we used tools and the Toolbank 
itself for some power sanding!  
Everyone went home with a much 
improved item.

We are looking at developing more 
workshops and would love to know 
what people would be interested in. 
You can drop us a line by email at  
toolbank@greencityaction.org.uk  
or just drop in to the Toolbank, at 
the back of Abbeyfield House, on 
Saturday mornings, 10am to 12pm. 
We’d love to see you.

Let’s clear Ellesmere 
Story and Pictures by Deborah Blencowe

Since the last issue of The Burngreave Messenger and 
following on from the front page article “Ellesmere Cleans 
Up” there have been a further two clean up sessions 
which I have been lucky enough to attend. 

The first was on Saturday 21st December and the second 
on Saturday 18th January. Both days were extremely busy 
with around 20 people volunteering to help out. Over 20 
bags of litter collected on each occasion which shows that 
the problem is not going away. 

There are plenty of bins in Ellesmere Park, but people are 
just not using them, choosing instead to throw bottles, cans 

and any general litter all over the place and particularly in 
the bushes. How and why this happens is beyond me. But 
it is encouraging when members of the public walking past 
the area give their support and tell you what a good job 
you are doing. One man even went to the local shop and 
brought us bottles of water which was much appreciated. 
The Ellesmere litter picking group intend to continue with 
this mission. 

The next session will be on Saturday 18th April. If you feel 
you have the time and inclination to help out please meet 
us around 10am near the Ellesmere Children's Centre. 
Litter picking equipment will be provided.
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?
Figure it out quiz
Brought to you by quizmaster Graham Jones

Around this time of year many Burngreave families are 
celebrating various festivals. Here’s a quiz to find out what 
you know about these wintry festivals.

1. Approximately how many species of birds have 
been recorded on Parkwood Springs? 
 
a) 100 b) 200 c) 50

2. With a population of 30,000, Burngreave has more 
residents than how many countries which are members 
of the United Nations? 
 
a) 15 b) 25 c) 30

3. With a peak of 174m Parkwood Springs in Burngreave  
is higher than any summit in which European Country? 
 
a) Netherlands b) Belgium c) Denmark

4. With a life expectancy at birth of 74.7 years for men and 
77.6 years for women (2011), Burngreave has a lower 
life expectancy than all Western European countries. 
It is on about a par with China. But which one of these 
countries has a lower life expectancy than Burngreave? 
 
a) Cuba b) Jamaica c) Bosnia

5.  Which is furthest from Burngreave as the crow flies? 
 
a) Aberystwyth b) Carlisle  c) London

6. Burngreave is 467 miles from Lerwick in the 
Shetland Islands in Scotland. Name the four 
EU capitals that are nearer to Sheffield than 
Lerwick is.

7. According to the 2011 census 65% of people In 
Burngreave were born in England.  Which country was 
the second most common place of birth for Burngreave 
residents? 
 
a) Pakistan b) Scotland c) Slovakia

8. In the 2011 census 42% people in Burngreave said they 
belonged to which faith group: 
 
a) Christian b) Muslim c) No religion

9. Approximately what proportion of Sheffield’s 
population live in Burngreave? 
 
a) 5%  b) 10%  c) 20%

10. The oldest established business in Burngreave is John 
Heath’s funeral directors which has been a family firm 
for six generations. In 2020 how long have they been 
operating as funeral directors? 
 
a) 100 years b) 120 years c) 140 years

Last issue’s quiz answers

?
?

1.c Spain; 2.a Jewish; 3.b Messages featuring robins; 4.b fish fryers; 5.b Muhammad, the prophet’s, birthday;  
6.a Chinese Lantern; 7.c Giving boxes of alms to the poor; 8.b Latvia; 9.a African and African American; 10.c Many years ago
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