
Shakespeare once wrote (among 
many other things!) “all the world’s 
a stage”, and on the 19th August 
as part of the ‘Community Unity’ 
day, Burngreave Library became 
the stage for a locally cast under 
16s production of ‘A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream’.

Twenty children took part in 
‘Shakespeare Showtime’ workshops 
which have been run for over a year 
now by Erica Patterson and myself. 

Rehearsals ran over three hectic 
days with lots of hard work and 
fantastic effort from the young 
actors to learn their lines in 
Elizabethan English. We took out 
certain characters and scenes to 
get to the heart of what is still 
a confusing story. However we 
wanted to keep a lot of the old 
phrasing for the poetry.

The production was initially billed to 
be outside but various staging issues 
couldn’t be reconciled. Everyone 
agrees Ellesmere Green would 
make a fantastic future outdoor 
performance area. However, thanks 
to Jennifer Edwards and her set 
designers, including Lena who 
played Lead Fairy, a night sky with 
shining stars and a forest came to 
life in Sorby House.

Performing to a full house of 
well over forty people (with even 
standing room in high demand), the 
young cast did very well supporting 
each other on stage. 

Nathaniel, who played Lysander, 
said:

“Shakespeare Showtime was a 
brilliant experience and a good 
confidence builder. It was great 
to meet new people.” 

Abel, who played Oberon, said:

“Shakespeare Showtime 
encourages theatrical 
development at a young age… 
and it helps me to carry myself 
with more finesse as an actor.” 

Erica and I are very proud of the 
responses we have had to our 
workshops so far and will be 
running more events. 

Erica said:

“I am so pleased with these 
youngsters. They achieved so 
much in such a short space of 
time. Their talent and enthusiasm 
spoke for itself.” 

Burngreave Library continues to 
be an invaluable and supportive 
environment for all sorts of 
community activities. Pop in and 
find out more about Burngreave 
TARA, Council and community run 
initiatives.
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A ‘dream’ at Burngreave Library
Story by Samuel Humphrey | Photos by Erica Patterson

Burngreave Writers’ group are preparing to publish a book with all proceeds going to Burngreave Library. Everyone is welcome to 
submit their work for inclusion in the book or join the Burngreave Writers’ Group in its new time slot of 5.15-7pm every Thursday 
at the library. Please send your poems, stories, ideas, memories or songs to kookidoh@gmail.com
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Following on from last issue’s 
‘parents and children’ theme we 
will be launching our parents’ 
network at Pitsmoor Adventure 
Playground on Tuesday 19th 
September from 10am-12pm.

Our outreach and training 
coordinator, Shuna, will be 
helping the group to share songs, 
stories, games, and experiences of 
parenting. 

Please join us and, of course, bring 
your children!

The Burngreave Messenger is 
a community newspaper with 
editorial independence, funded by 
advertising and the Big Lottery.

Registered Charity: 1130836

All content is copyright Burngreave 
Messenger Ltd or its voluntary 
contributors.

This issue’s team: Irshad Akbar, 
Shuna Beckett, Deborah Blencowe, 
Diana Cozma, Sam Humphrey, 
Saleema Imam, Jim Jamison, 
Graham Jones, Jamie Marriott, John 
Mellor, Amy Palmer, Kate Sheldrick 
and Mia Tennant

Welcome to our history and 
heritage issue. 

We’ve really enjoyed the 
opportunity to have a closer look at 
the heritage of some local buildings 
and next issue would like to invite 
people to share their cultural 
heritage with us in honour of Black 
History Month.

Messenger info

Next deadline: 10th October 
Issue published: 28th October

Burngreave Messenger Ltd. 
Abbeyfield Park House 
Abbeyfield Road, 
Sheffield S4 7AT

Tel: (0114) 242 0564

mail@burngreavemessenger.org 
www.burngreavemessenger.org

Follow us @TheBMessenger

www.facebook.com/
burngreavemessenger

Story sharing with Shuna
Photo by Ben Marshall

Does the Burngreave Messenger 
help you learn more about 
different ethnic groups living in 
Burngreave?

Yes   No

Does the Burngreave Messenger 
help you find out about 
local services, groups and 
opportunities?

Yes   No

Does the Burngreave Messenger 
help you feel part of your 
community?

Yes    No

Any other comments:

"

We need your help
The Burngreave Messenger is currently funded primarily by a Reaching 
Communities grant from the Big Lottery. To show the lottery that we are having a 
positive impact on the community we need feedback from you – our readers. 

You can cut out the slip below and return it to us (see Messenger info),  
call the office and leave feedback, or use our online form at 
www.burngreavemessenger.org

Thank you very much for your time, by taking 30 seconds to do this now you  
help ensure the future of the Messenger
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A host of heritage events
Story by Amy Palmer | Photos by Tim Neal and Emilie Taylor

The weekend of 8th-10th September marked many 
celebrations of heritage in Burngreave. 

St Cuthbert’s church in Fir Vale opened its doors to 
visitors to admire the stained glass windows and beautiful 
woodcarvings. Mick Nott led a Friday Night Ride of 
bicycles from the Sheffield Tap up into the area for a ride 
he describes as ‘Pulchritudinous Pitsmoor’ and on the 
Saturday Mick led a heritage walk around the area, centring 
on Abbeyfield Park House where there was a buzz of 
activity.

Tim Neal showed visitors around on guided tours of the 
grand old building, showing how he envisages the house 
would have looked when it was a residence. He also 
pointed out the remaining original features, which include 
a decorative ceiling in what is currently the Burngreave 
Messenger office. Out in the sunshine Heather Dewick had 
her collection of vintage tea towels on display. 

A new and tasty venture called Pitsmoor People’s Kitchen 
held their first pop up café, which was serving goats cheese 
and spinach pies, tabbouleh and other tempting treats. 
Emilie Taylor from Pitsmoor People’s Kitchen told the 
Messenger that they hope to have monthly pop up cafes 
until Christmas and have a long-term plan to transform the 
old stable block of Abbeyfield Park House into a kitchen 
and café to provide training and employment. Meanwhile 
they hope to make a mobile bread oven so people from all 
of the area’s communities can share their version of this 
widespread staple food. 

A cookery demonstration of pakora making provided 
a learning experience and yet more food! Emilie and 
the team are passionate about the variety of cookery 

knowledge and dishes in the area and described 
Burngreave as “the pantry of Sheffield”. 

One lunching resident told us “it beats spending my money 
at Tesco” and Reverend Huw Thomas was encouraged to 
see the park being put to such good use, saying, “the more 
that can go on in the park the better”.

Down the hill at Burngreave Cemetery the Friends 
of Burngreave Cemetery Chapel held an exhibition 
remembering and commemorating soldiers from World 
War One’, which was complemented by a guided cemetery 
walk.

For those of you who didn’t catch heritage weekend but 
are keen on history and heritage Christ Church Pitsmoor 
will be hosting a “Celebrate Pitsmoor” event on Saturday 
30th September from 2-4pm at Christ Church Pitsmoor 
(the big old church on Nottingham Street/Pitsmoor Road). 
Everyone is welcome to go along, share memories, photos, 
eat cake and reminisce. If you’d like more information call  
Huw on 0780 646 2469
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Eid Ul Adha and the pilgrimage to Mecca
Story and illustration by Hajra Akbar

Eid ul Adha
Eid ul Adha is the celebration that 
occurs on the tenth day of Dul 
Hijjah, the last month of the Islamic 
calendar. The month of Dul Hijjah is 
significant as this is the time when 
Muslims from across the world 
visit Mecca to perform the Hajj 
(pilgrimage). 

The Hajj is the fifth pillar of Islam 
and every Muslim must perform the 
Hajj once in their lifetime if they are 
able. 

For Eid Ul Adha Muslims offer 
a sacrifice of a goat or lamb 
to commemorate Abraham’s 
willingness to sacrifice, his son 
Ishmael to God. Muslims believe 
that as Abraham was about to make 
the sacrifice, Allah put a sheep in 
place of his son.  

What is Hajj?
The Hajj is one of the world’s largest 
gatherings. In 2017 it is estimated 

that two million pilgrims will travel 
to Mecca, Saudi Arabia to gather 
and pray for five days. From the 
Masjid Al Haram complex in Mecca 
to the hills of Mina, the rites include 
circling the Kaaba seven times and 
visiting sites of religious importance.

The steps of the Hajj correlate 
to the story of Hagar, Abraham’s 
second wife. Muslims believe 
that after Abraham left Hagar 
and baby Ishmael in the desert: 
their provisions ran out and Hagar 
frantically searched for food and 
water. As she prayed, Ishmael’s heel 
hit the ground and the well of Zam 
Zam sprang forth. When Abraham 

returned, he built the Kaaba with 
Ishmael’s help.

Pilgrims being at the Kaaba in 
Mecca, then travel to Mina and 
stay overnight for prayers at dawn. 
Following this the pilgrims travel to 
the valley of Arafat to stand in the 
heat whilst praising God. The day 
concludes with travel to Muzdalifa 
at sunset where they pray and 
gather small pebbles. 

On the third day of Hajj pilgrims 
return to Mina for the symbolic 
ritual of stoning the devil and the 
animal sacrifice for Eid Ul Adha. 
Male pilgrims then shave their 
heads and all pilgrims return to 
Mecca to repeat the Tawaf, and 
cross between Safa and Marwa 
seven times. 

Finally, pilgrims return to Mina 
for final two days where they will 
perform the ritual of symbolic 
stoning, before they return to 
Mecca. 
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The hidden story of partition 
Story by Irshad Akbar 

India and Pakistan won 
independence from the British 
Empire in August 1947, following 
a struggle lasting nearly three 
decades. It set a vital precedent 
for the negotiated winding up of 
European empires elsewhere in the 
world. 

Unfortunately, it was accompanied 
by the largest mass migration in 
human history of over 10 million. 
As many as 1 million civilians died 
in the accompanying riots and local-
level fighting. 

Pakistan was a state created in two 
halves, one in the east (formerly 

East Bengal, now Bangladesh) and 
the other, modern day Pakistan, 
1,700 kilometres away on the 
western side of the subcontinent 
[see map]. 

Although Pakistan celebrated its 
independence on 14th August 
and India on 15th August 1947, 
the border between the two new 
states was not announced until 17th 
August. It was hurriedly drawn up 
using out-of-date maps and census 
materials by British lawyer Cyril 
Radcliffe.

The idea was that Muslims would 
live in East and West Pakistan, and 

Memories of partition
Story by Irshad Akbar | Photo by James Woollen

Pakistani communities throughout 
Sheffield celebrated 70 years of 
independence from British rule 
on 14th August. Celebrations on 
Monday 14th of August were held 
at the Pakistan Muslim Centre, 
Eastern Eye on Firth Park Road, and 
outside City Hall culminating in a 
meal at the Town Hall. 

The aim of each event was both to 
celebrate Pakistani independence 
and to educate people about the 
devastating process of partitioning 
Pakistan and India. 

Burngreave’s Pakistani residents 
shared their memories:

Anwar Shah told us:

“In my village there were many 
Hindus and we lived side by side 
without any animosity. The Hindu 
community were landowners and 
shopkeepers. I can remember 
we helped a number of these 

individuals to escape and we 
protected them as they were our 
employers”.

Sher Afsar said:

“I was 8 years old when the 
partition took place. All I can 
remember is the fires that were 
burning in the local town. Shops 
belonging to the Hindus had been 
set alight. My friends and I went 
to see what was happening and 
when the army came we just ran 
away.”

Mohammed Iqbal vividly 
remembers his early life before the 
partition:

“My mother sent me to a school 
that was run by Sikhs. I heard 
that the teachers fled overnight 
and the school never reopened.” 

Abdul Razaq was born in Bombay 
(now Mumbai, India) where his 
father ran a business but was visitng 
family on the Pakistan side of the 
border when partition happened. 
He was just 6 years old at the time 
commented that:

“My father never recovered from 
the partition, we could not return 
to our home in Bombay and my 
father (with some help from 
Hindu and Sikh friends) had to 
go to Bombay and sell what he 
could. My father never talked 
about his experience and died at 
a young age. He never recovered 
from losing his livelihood”. 

Disputed 
border
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what remained as India would 
continue to be home to Hindus 
and Sikhs. However, many Muslims 
lived in what became India, and 
many Hindus and Sikhs lived in what 
are now Pakistan and Bangladesh. 
Millions of people woke up to find 
themselves in their own homes 
but on the wrong side of a newly 
created border.

For both India and Pakistan, the 
most singular conflict unresolved 
since partition has concerned the 
former Princely State of Kashmir, 
whose fate was left undetermined 
at the time the British left. Lying as 
it did on the border, Kashmir was 
claimed by both countries, which 

have been to war over this region 
on numerous occasions. 

The conflict has wasted thousands 
of lives, but it is still no closer to 
a solution. If achieved, it might 
finally bring to fruition the dreams 
of Mohammed Ali Jinnah and 
Mahatma Gandhi to set an example 
for post-colonial societies elsewhere 
to follow.

For the 70th anniversary of Indian 
and Pakistani independence there 
has been a large effort to record the 
stories of people who remember 
the events. You can read stories 
from both sides of the borders at 
www.1947partitionarchive.org/

Indian Independence and Krishna Janmashtami
Story and photos by Debjani Chatterjee

Tuesday 15th August evening saw 
a double celebration at the Hindu 
Samaj Centre. Each year Indian 
Independence is marked on this 
day, but this year being the 70th 
anniversary of independence, as 
well as of the terrible Partition 
that divided the country into three 
pieces, 15th August had a special 
significance. 

This year the day also coincided 
with a major Hindu festival, Krishna 
Janmashtami. This celebration of 
Lord Krishna’s birth falls on different 
days each year, the date being 
determined by a luni-solar Hindu 
calendar.

The evening began with a sobering 
reflection on the Partition holocaust, 
which for many was too high a price 
for independence. Mahatma Gandhi 
called Independence Day a day for 
fasting and prayer. All attending 
sang ‘Jana Gana Mana’, the Indian 

national anthem.

The Janmashtami celebrations 
seamlessly followed with beautiful 
devotional songs, while the crowd 
waited for the moment of Lord 
Krishna’s birth in Mathura, India, 
at midnight thousands of years 
ago. Hindus with babies and little 
children dressed them up as Krishna 
and his sweetheart Radha.

Another highlight was the breaking 
of the Dahi Handi (a pot of sweet 
buttermilk), which re-enacts a 
legend from Krishna’s mischievous 
childhood, when he formed a 
human pyramid with friends to 
steal butter that his foster mother 
placed beyond his reach. At the 
Hindu Samaj an earthen pot was 
hung from the ceiling and children 
climbed on adult shoulders to reach 
it with sticks. 
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Nightmare on Scott Road 
Story by Graham Jones 

The project to change the junctions 
at Scott Road and Orphanage Road 
with Barnsley Road and the nearby 
bus stops started in January, 2017. 

The work was meant to be complete 
in the first week of September. 
However, these works are far from 
complete and a new completion 
date of 15th November has now 
been issued.

The wider works have caused 
inconvenience, dirt, and noise to 
those of us living around it and 
the length of time it has taken to 
complete this project has become a 
bitter joke amongst local residents. 
However, nobody on site seems 
to have been able to answer our 
questions. During the process 
Streets Ahead have failed to give 
updates and information, which 
might have helped allay some of 
these concerns. The website for 
queries is unobtainable.

The bus stop at the junction of 
Orphanage Road and Barnsley 
Road had similarly been out of use 
for months but no replacement 
temporary bus stops have been 
provided. One lady told me she is 
virtually housebound because the 

97/98 bus stop near the junction 
has been out of use for so long.

I wrote a letter via email to Streets 
Ahead on 1st September but I 
am still awaiting a reply to these 
questions:

• Why is the project taking longer 
than planned?

• How much longer is it anticipated 
to take?

• Why have there been such long 
periods when there have been 
little signs of activity?

• Is there a penalty on Amey for 
late completion of the works?

• Have there been problems 
between the council and Amey 
which have held up the work?

• Is the bus partnership financing 
these works? They will apparently 
make very minimal improvement 
to bus services but are designed 
serve to facilitate general through 
traffic, thereby increasing already 
illegal levels of air pollution in the 
neighbourhood.

• Was the renewal of the pipework 
in the original plans?

• When will road resurfacing here 
take place? Will it cause the same 
inconveniences and dirt?

South Yorkshire transport have 
at least provided the following 
information:

Scott Road will be closed until 
mid-November at the junction 
of Barnsley Road for junction 
realignment work. Services 97 and 
98 are to operate as follows: 

Towards Totley, services to operate 
as normal to Norwood Road then 
divert directly along Barnsley Road, 
Burngreave Road and Gower Street 
before resuming normal route at the 
roundabout with Ellesmere Road. 
Towards Hillsborough, services to 
operate as normal to Scott Road 
at the junction of Abbeyfield Road 
then divert via Abbeyfield Road, 
Burngreave Road and Barnsley Road 
before resuming normal route at the 
junction of Scott Road.

This ongoing fiasco means that 
hundreds of people in our area 
will be deprived of a bus service 
for at least two months. The lack 
of information from Streets Ahead 
has caused anxiety and frustration. 
Allegedly this is just for the sake of 
moving a bus stop fifty yards.

No to NO2
Story by Graham Jones

A number of local residents have formed the Burngreave 
Clean Air Campaign due to frequent illegal levels of 
pollutants on the main roads where some of our schools 
are situated.

We have concentrated our petitioning around local schools 
as children are particularly vulnerable to the adverse 
effects of the pollutants caused by traffic, as are babes in 
the womb, and the elderly.  It is also a particular hazard for 
the many taxi drivers who live in our area. In addition we 
have submitted an epetition to the council’s website.

The council has recently launched an Air Aware Campaign 
and a consultation on the prevention of the idling of motor 
engines with a public meeting promised later in September.  
Our group are already thinking of our questions for that 
meeting.

Please sign our petitions at https://tinyurl.com/y9qk77ll 

For further information or to get involved, please contact 
mrggwjones@gmail.com or 07474 717 462.
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Mohammed and the pigeons
Story by John Ball | Photos by Green City Action and Amy Palmer

You might have an image of a 
northern pigeon fancier being 
someone bearing a flat cap 
complete with whippet by his side. 
Mohammed is a northern pigeon 
fancier who doesn’t quite fit that 
stereotype.

Born in Hyderabad (a four-hundred 
year-old city in India), Mohammed 
started to keep pigeons from the 
age of seven. You may be surprised 
to learn that it is a common past-
time in India and pigeons are kept in 
large market squares. They are not 
seen as a nuisance as they would be 
here. This is the sort of place that 
Mohammed bought his first pigeons 
at the age of nine and started a life-
long hobby.

However, when he moved to 
England he could not bring his 
pigeons with him. It was not until, in 
2012, when Mohammed’s two-and-
a-half year-old daughter pointed to 
pictures of pigeons on the internet, 
that he was encouraged to invest in 
some good-old Yorkshire pigeons. 
He has now acquired a veritable 
flock and has built several huts for 
them.

Mohammed has been a frequent 
user of the Tool Bank at Abbeyfield 
Park and has used a variety of tools 
for work on his huts and for other 
DIY tasks. He says:

“It’s a fantastic way to help make 
your thoughts and ideas come 
true and be put into practice. 
It saves me having to buy tools 
that I would only use occasionally 
and I don’t have to worry about 
storing them.” 

Mohammed, a genial and relaxed 
chap, also enjoys using the tools 
in itself and appreciates the social 
aspect of using the Tool Bank.

Not only has he used the tools to 
attend to his pigeon huts, he has 
used them to build a gate for his 
new house out of waste stacking 
pallets. He is one of our most valued 
users at the Tool Bank. I’ve enjoyed 
discussing his various projects with 
him, what tools are best to use for 
the job and the best approach for 
a task. 

The Tool Bank is part of Green City 
Action environmental charity. You 
can hire tools for DIY and gardening 
at very low prices from the Tool 
Bank on Saturdays between 10 
and 12 at Abbeyfield Park House in 
Pitsmoor. 

If you’d like more information, 
or to enquire about our prices or 
equipment please email  
toolbank@greencityaction.org.uk 
or call 0114 244 0353

You can also hire our workshop 
space from £5 per session where 
you can use all our tools.

A clock with no hands
The eagle eyed among you may 
have noticed recently that the 
hands on the clock of Burngreave 
Cemetery Chapel have been 
removed. 

No need to panic though, this is 
not a new and bizarre form of 
vandalism but long awaited repair 
work arranged by the Burngreave 
Community Cemetery company 
led by Steve Cook and Christine 

Steers. The aptly named Cinderella 
Support Services are involved in 
the refurbishment, which is due to 
be complete in September, when 
hopefully the clock will be able to 
strike for midnight.

Mohammed feeding his pigeons

The Tool Bank in action



Having run a community pain support group in 
Burngreave and Page hall for the past four years, I have 
listened to many participants complain of increased joint/
muscle pain during winter. 

Here are some tips from the group to help manage pain 
through the colder months. 

1. Don’t avoid exercise. Gentle exercises such as 
stretching, chair-based exercise, walking, and 
swimming can help reduce pain, strengthen muscles, 
and warm you up by improving circulation. 

2. Layer up and keep warm. Apply heat pads, hot water 
bottles, or warm beanbags on area of pain for a short 
time to help relieve aching joints and muscle. 

3. Remember to drink water especially before and after 
any exercise, dehydration can cause reduced flexibility 
which could increase the chances of trips and falls. 

4. Eat healthy and avoid comfort eating. 

5. Find ways to relax - try and treat yourself to a massage 
every so often.

6. Stay sociable. 

Chronic Pain Groups
This is an opportunity for those who suffer from pain to 
socialize with like-minded people and gain new skills to 
self-manage pain. 

£1.50 per session. These sessions require a referral. 

Women’s sessions are held on Tuesdays 12.30–2.30pm

• Sorby House – 3rd October, 7th November & 5th 
December

• St Cuthbert’s Church – 10th October, 14th November 
& 12th December

Men’s pain support groups are held on Tuesdays

• Sorby House – 19th September 1.30–3.30pm & 31st October 10.30–2.30pm

Page sponsored by Sheffield City Council’s 
Healthy Communities Programme

Community Wellbeing Programme

For all activities contact Somshun Nessa,
Volunteer Development Worker

Sorby House, 42 Spital Hill, Sheffield, S4 7LG

Telephone: 0114 213 2591
Email: somshun.nessa@soarcommunity.org.uk

Managing long term pain during winter 
Story by Somshun Nessa

Women-only Support Group 
St Cuthbert`s Church

Monday, 7th & 21st August - 4th & 18th September - 10am–12noon

This is a small group designed for women who have some form of hardship in their 
lives, and as a result of this suffer from low mood, isolation, and low self-esteem. 

Come and talk to like-minded people, forget about the past and have fun.

Feeling Good On Verdon 
Street Project
Every Wednesday - Term Time Only
Verdon Recreation Centre, 
Verdon Street.

Badminton: 9.30am–10am (Free)

Zumba: 10am–10.45am (£1.50)

Coffee Morning with Activities: 
11am–12noon (Free)

Monthly Cook & Eat Sessions (£1.00)
The Furnival, Verdon Street
Dates to be confirmed

Contact Aislinn Adams for 
Information on 07432 805 847

ESA, DLA and PIP 
Claimants 
Sheffield’s Working is open to all 
adults in Sheffield and work clubs are 
in various locations throughout the 
city. There is one near you.

Confidence • Interviews
Training  •  CV support • Job search

Work experience

Please refer to SOAR employment 
team on 19 Bellhouse Road, Firth 
Park, Sheffield, S5 6HJ 

Call 0114 244 0401 or email 
employment@soarcommunity.org.uk
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Oak Tree students excel 
Story by Stephen Scott | Photo by Oak Tree School 

Oak Tree High school students have 
once again excelled in GCSEs with 
a massive 87% achieving 5 A* to 
C grades including Maths, English 
and Science.  

The school is building on the 
successes of previous years. The 
first cohort of GCSE students who 
left in 2015 have now gone on to 
achieve fantastic results in their A 
levels. 

Ayesha Begum achieved the grades 
to study education at university and 
Rumesa Bari is studying for a degree 
in architecture. 

Curriculum Leader, Dr. Kauser, 
praised the teaching staff who 
helped to steer the school to its 
GCSE success. She said:

“I am happy that the consistently 
good results have continued over 
the years and I am determined 
that future year groups will 
continue to achieve the best 
possible results.”

Year 7 students arriving for their 
first term have been excited 
to meet their teachers and are 
looking forward to studying a 

wide range of subjects including 
Arabic, Islamic Studies, Enterprise, 
Citizenship and History. The girls are 
especially excited about PE as we 
are introducing new initiatives that 
include Glow Football and archery. 
Our new PE teacher, Stephanie 
Fidler, said:

“I have had a discussion with the 
students and we are looking 
forward to engaging in positive 
activities that the students can 
continue with after school. We 
will also be inviting their mums, 
as health and wellbeing is a big 
concern in the community”.

One of the strengths of the school 
is the engagement with its local 
community, which help us provide 
employment opportunities and 
work placements. 

For more information about the 
school or opportunities please email 
Rafiza Amin ramin@oaktreehs.org 
or Haseema Waheed hwaheed@
oaktreehs.org or telephone  
0114 244 7700

On 8th September, as part of Sheffield Walking Festival, 
I led a walk of around twenty people to celebrate our 
welcoming community in Burngreave. 

We took a route along the River Don to Yellow Arch studios 
and had coffee while hearing from Rhonda Hyatt who grew 
up locally in the 1950s and Linda Jones who worked in the 
Yellow Arch building (then an engineering factory) in the 
1960s. We climbed up to Parkwood Springs where a kestrel 
added to the usual magnificent views. We came down past 
the site of the old King Mojo club (reputedly the only local 
building to feature on a fridge magnet).  

Our next stop was Christ Church where Reverend Huw 
Thomas talked about the church, the area and his life. Next 
we had our picture taken at the Burngreave Messenger 

while visiting Abbeyfield House and park. At Burngreave 
Cemetery Christine Steers welcomed us into the Chapel to 
see their exhibition. Even some of locals on the walk were 
amazed by the wealth of green spaces and the incredible 
history that our area offers.

Welcome to Burngreave walk
Story by Graham Jones | Photo by Amy Palmer

Alawia Mussa 3 A*s, 2 As & B

Adeena Gilal 5 As

Bushra Bari 4 As

Nadia 
Mohammed 

A* in Arabic

Nicole Avery A*s in RE 
& French



Battered cottage 
Story and photo by Nelia Gea Cayuela

In our lovely area, you don’t have to go far to find a true 
bit of local history: “The White House”. It has nothing to 
do with the ‘White House’ located in Washington, D.C., 
USA. This small house is one of the oldest buildings in 
Burngreave. No one knows exactly when it was built but 
there is map evidence of a little cottage near Rock Street 
in 1853.

Local historians think it may have been built as a 
farmhouse. In the 1880s, it was said to be a horse drawn 
cab stop off. Lumps of smelted metal have been found in 
the garden, which suggests a blacksmith once used the 
premises. The White House became a fish and chip shop 
in the 1950s and was last owned by Bernard and Katherine 
Greaves who enjoyed traveling abroad, which was unusual 
for the time. A lady living on Nottingham Street told me 
¨I’ve fond memories of the chip shop as my children used 
to visit a lot¨.

Since 2007, the White House has been home to a local 
young man who is proud of the neighbourhood, and 
bought this beautiful cottage to help with its conservation 
and turn it into a home full of history. I asked local 
residents what they thought about the White House: 
Cynthia says, “It reminds me of ’Snow White and the seven 
dwarfs’ “ and ten year old Emily said “It’s nice but needs 
painting”.

The birth of Vestry Hall 
Story and photo by Farhaan Warsame 

The Vestry Hall was built in 1864 as parish offices for 
the township of Burngreave, which was outside of the 
Sheffield boundary in those days. 

Since then the Vestry Hall has held a central position in 
community life. It has been used as a registry office, soup 
kitchen, learning centre, Sunday school, and youth club, 
as well as a venue for performances, wedding receptions, 
councillor’s surgeries, and there was even a planned 
hosting of the international figure, Picasso. 

The Vestry Hall was renovated in 2006-07 as part of the 
‘Burngreave New Deal for Communities’ regeneration 
programme. The main hall is one of the few large spaces 
available for community use and the building is home to 
several projects, such as Somali education group IT-CSS, 
Thames Homecare Services and Springboard social cafe. 

At the moment the council thinks the cost of maintaining 
the building and the running costs are too high because 
Burngreave communities do not use it enough and 
have looked into selling it. Friends of Burngreave Vestry 
Hall group have developed a business plan to retain its 
community ethos and heritage. Their vision is to work 
with local and citywide partners to deliver services and 
create a centre for all nations. John Mellor, chair of the 
Friends group said, “Vestry Hall could be more available for 
community use, such as conferences”. 

www.burngreavemessenger.org12
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Northern General Hospital was established in 1878 as Fir 
Vale Workhouse. Goddard Hall was the children’s home 
and still stands in the hospital grounds. When it opened 
there were 1188 paupers already resident. 

There was an asylum and children lived in another section 
with a school. They could be made to sleep up to four 
per bed. There was also a vagrants’ area, the ”piggeries”,  
which was not demolished until the 1980s. In 1891 there 
was accommodation for 1,748 residents in the “Great 
House”. 

The abolition of workhouses in 1931 led to the whole 
institution being renamed City General Hospital but to this 
day some of our older residents will remember a stigma 
attached to the wards later designated “geriatric” in the 
former workhouse buildings. 

In the twentieth century the hospital received casualties 
from both world wars and from the 1989 Hillsborough 
disaster. With the introduction of the National Health 
Service in 1948, the City General Hospital and Fir Vale 
Infirmary were merged and became the Northern General 
Hospital. With 1100 beds on and over 6000 staff from all 
over the world on a hundred acre site the hospital remains 
one of the largest in the UK. Next year will see the opening 
of £6.7 million specialist eye centre.

We can look back with pride at our local hospital’s 
development from a harsh, vermin ridden workhouse to a 
world class health facility providing free care for all. Long 
may it remain so.

See page 22 for information about the hospital history 
group.

From workhouse to world class
Story by Graham Jones | Photos courtesy of The Hospital History group

George & Brian: History lesson by Edgar Lowman

Did you hear about 
Henry VIII’s new wife?

She’s got tooth marks 
on her.

W - why?
He’s Tudor.
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The Lost Village of Parkwood Springs 
found and re-created by Barbara Warsop
Story by Carrie Hedderwick

Parkwood Springs is an amazing natural ‘wild’ space close 
to the centre of the city of Sheffield. There is woodland 
and heath, open parkland, and a range of natural habitats. 
There are spectacular views over the city centre, the 
suburbs and the distant moors of the Peak District.

The land of ‘Old Parkwood’ was originally a deer park and 
hunting ground belonging to the Duke of Norfolk’s estate. 
In 1845 the building of the railway severed Old Parkwood 
from Neepsend. By 1861 there were 171 detached houses 
with large gardens on the site. 

The 1860s/70s saw a huge growth of factories around 
the Neepsend area. Terraced houses and a lodging house 
were built to house railway workers. Further development 
included more housing, a recreation area, several shops, a 
pub, a church and a chapel. By this time with the gas works, 
the steel works and the railway depot, the area was heavily 
polluted, so the middle class families moved out.

All Barbara’s family lived on Parkwood Springs; she was 
born and brought up there. In 2014 she started to note 
down recollections as memoirs to pass on to her children 
and grandchildren. After discussing the lack of information 
on Parkwood with another ex villager, she sought help from 
local historians, Mel and Joan Jones. Then, whilst looking 
for her grandparents’ graves in Burngreave cemetery, she 
bought the Burngreave Voices book, which spurred her on 
to write about her place of birth on Parkwood Springs. 

Barbara put an advert in the Sheffield Star, asking for ex 
villagers to get in touch, and a group of people emerged 
who were intensely interested in sharing their histories. 
A completely new seam of history has been opened up, 
friendships formed, and book sales have exceeded 300 
copies. The book has been sent as far as Canada, Australia, 
and South Africa.  

It’s a brilliant little book containing happy and hilarious 
memories of community spirit, a fishing club trip with 
Barbara’s Dad when the best ‘catch’ was a field full of 
mushrooms, DIY pantomimes and parties with the youth 
club. Tales of mischief include jumping into piles of soot, 
tying neighbours’ doorknobs together, and sliding down the 
hillside in tin baths. However, there are also many harsh 
memories – of hunger, early deaths, poverty and canings. 
During the war evacuees from London turned around 
and went back home when they realised that Sheffield 
was a prime bombing target. The book is a kaleidoscopic 
portrayal of many people’s lives on Parkwood Springs.

The book starts before the war, NHS, or welfare state. 
George Orwell had lodged in the village for three days in 
1936 when he was researching his book The Road to Wigan 
Pier and was taken to see public buildings, slums and 
housing estates. Orwell reportedly said “You people are so 
strong willed, yet you don’t stand up to the upper classes.” 
After World War 2 people did demand better conditions, 
and so with the slum clearance programme, Parkwood 
Springs was earmarked for demolition and the area became 
the urban countryside we know today. Barbara’s book ends 
with a piece on the traveller community who currently live 
higher up the hillside of Parkwood Springs. 

Copies of ‘The Lost Village of Parkwood Springs’ can be 
purchased at “Sheffield Scene”, Surrey St, S1 2LG – it is a 
wonderful and positive eye opener.

Forest Garden Gardening Sessions led by Tim Shortland  are 
held on Parkwood Springs each month. The next session 
will be held on Saturday 14th October,11am to 2pm. Meet 
at 10.45am at the car-park on Cooks Wood Road/Shirecliffe 
Road. Bring a packed lunch.
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Final farewell to Trinity Fir Vale
Story and photo by Matt Needham

The Church family at the 120 
year old Trinity Firvale Methodist 
Church took the difficult decision 
last year to cease to worship at the 
Church in 2017. 

The decision was taken due to the 
large upkeep costs of the Grade II 
listed building, which was built in 
1898. In recent years, the numbers 
of members attending the church 
had decreased, as did the number 
of regular bookings from groups and 
clubs. 

The congregation will be moving to 
other Methodist churches nearby, 
while many of the community 
groups which used the venue have 
found alternative accommodation, 
including the Girls’ Brigade who 
will continue in the area at St. 
Cuthbert’s Church, Barnsley Road.

Members of Trinity Firvale 
Methodist Church organised a 
special weekend of events in June 
to celebrate the life and work of the 
Church and the community which it 
serves. The events raised more than 

£1500, which has been donated to 
the Sheffield Helipad Appeal. 

The Church’s Minister, Reverend 
Gareth Jones, said: 

“It was a hard choice to close, but 
one which we feel God has led us 
to and one that we know does 
not mean the end of any of our 
faith journeys.”

Youth get bowled over
Story and photo by Michael Wright

A group of young people aged 8 to 
14 come together at the Sheffield 
Indoor Cricket Centre to learn the 
great sport of cricket.

Atif who has been the coach for 
the past year says that joining the 
cricket club has helped children 
to become more confident and 
responsible. Some children who 
had been having issues at school 
became more engaged and 
participated fully during their cricket 
practice.

Some children have been going 

for four years and love to practice 
as much as possible, playing in 
other cricket clubs and gaining high 
places in the Sheffield School cricket 
league. 

Overall, the participants derive 
great satisfaction from receiving 
expert guidance in improving their 
talents in a fun and enjoyable 
environment.

The club is held on Saturdays, 
2-4pm at 402, Petre St, S4 8LU and 
there is a small charge. Call 07769 
585 890 for more information.



www.burngreavemessenger.org16



September 2017  •  Issue 129 17

Contact: 0114 203 7562
www.sheffield.gov.uk/northeast

Talib Hussain

0114 273 5380  

(Town Hall) 

talib.hussain@

sheffield.gov.uk

Surgery dates 

Firvale Community Hub (PACA), 

127 Page Hall Road.

• Thursday 21st September, 

Thursday 19th October 

2pm – 3pm

Mark Jones

07500 764 202 

(Mobile) 

mark.jonescllr@

sheffield.gov.uk

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall) 

Surgery dates 

Firshill Tenants’ and Residents’ 

Association, 11 Firshill Glade, S4 

7DX.

• Tuesday 19th September, 

Tuesday 17th October 

10.30am – 12noon

Jackie Drayton

0114 243 5388 

(Home) 

jackie.drayton@

sheffield.gov.uk

0114 273 5380 (Town Hall)

Surgery dates

Burngreave Library, 

Sorby House, 42 Spital Hill.

• Saturday 14th October 

11am - 12.15pm

Local Councillors and 
surgery dates

Headlines are often dramatic. They are meant to catch the reader’s 
attention and drag them into the story. However, these headlines 
often overlook the real people, the many who live, work and make 
up our amazing community. That is why it was great to come 
together and celebrate all that is good with a day of celebration on 
Saturday 19th August at Pitsmoor Adventure Playground, Ellesmere 
Park and on Ellesmere Green.

It was excellent to see so many people out and about enjoying 
Ellesmere Green. It was a positive day that brought people together. 
All your councillors would like to thank all those who gave so much 
to make this day happen as well as thank all those who got involved 
on the day.

Pitsmoor needs to be known for what it really is, a vibrant, exciting 
and dynamic place where many cultures seamlessly blend together 
to help forge this uniquely special part of the city.

The Council is launching a new Community Task Force which will 
focus on helping Pitsmoor reach its true potential. Working with 
Councillor Jayne Dunn and the communities team, your three 
local Councillors will work with everyone to make Pitsmoor truly 
outstanding. A similar initiative will also be launched in Page Hall 
shortly.

Positively Pitsmoor
Story by Mark Jones | Photo by John Mellor
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At 8.30am on 30th August the local community gathered 
once again for an annual trip to Ingoldmells. Margaret 
Hill, who has been arranging coach trips for the 
community since 1985, and on the behalf of TARA for the 
past seven years, was waiting by the coach to greet and 
organise everybody. “Good morning Margaret!” the local 
children exclaimed.

As the coach set off, the excitement was evident “I can’t 
wait to get to the beach” said one child to another while 
eating the snack boxes that Margaret had so kindly 
provided for the children.

It was wet and rainy 
on arrival, but that 
didn’t dampen anyone’s 
spirits. The smell of 
fresh doughnuts, the 
sea breeze and the 
sound of the arcades 
is enough to make 
anybody smile. We 
all went for fun, fish 
and chips, building 
sand castles, ice 
cream, shopping in the 
markets, arcades, and 
not forgetting the rides 
at Fantasy Island!

The day flew by and on the coach home the adults were 
quiet and the children were sleeping, which can only 
mean one thing… another successful trip! And all thanks 
to Burngreave TARA and their work and passion for the 
residents of Burngreave.

On 15th July, Gill Furniss, came to visit our Scout group 
and we interviewed her. This is what we found out:

Gill is a politician for the Labour Party representing the 
constituency (area) of Brightside and Hillsborough. She 
has been in the Labour Party for 30 years and a politician 
in the council for 20 years. She became a Member of 
Parliament (MP) in 2016 and works in London in the House 
of Commons. She goes on Monday and comes back on 
Thursday. There are 650 MPs in the House of Commons. On 
Friday, she works at her constituency office in Sheffield. 

Gill was born in the Northern General Hospital in Sheffield. 
Her dad worked in the steel works. She grew up in Sheffield 
and went to Chaucer School and Parson Cross School. 

She told us, “I love being a politician because I enjoy 
helping people and fighting for what is right.” 

Her husband Harry Harpham, was a politician for the 
Labour Party. He was the Member of Parliament for 
Brightside and Hillsborough before Gill. Unfortunately, he 
died of cancer in February 2016.

We asked her if there are any things she doesn’t like about 
being an MP, she said, “The only thing I don’t like about my 
job is that I don’t get to spend as much time with my family 
as I would like to.”

The scouts group relies on volunteers getting involved and 
working with young people. It’s great fun! So if you would 
like to be a volunteer, please drop an email to 39sheffield@
gmail.com 

All aboard for Ingoldmells
Story by Rachel Smith | Photos by Tia Wilkinson

Scouts ‘grill’ Gill
Story by Rohan, Haris and Hamza from 39th Sheffield Scouts
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It was a pleasant if not mixed bag of weather on a 
Saturday 19th August when Willowbeck Care Home held 
its annual Summer fair.  There were stalls selling crafts 
some of which had been made by the residents of the 
home. There was also a raffle with a variety of prizes.

The proceeds of the fair go towards helping the residents 
to take part in various activities such as outings to cinemas 
and the opportunity to pursue individual hobbies such as 
fishing. There are over 60 service users from 18 to 80 who 
have a variety of care needs. 

The staff practise a person centred approach to care, 
treating each person according to their needs and interests 
rather than just their diagnosis. They maintain an open 
door policy so friends and families can visit as often as 
possible and residents can go out and about.

All in all everyone who attended had an enjoyable day out 
with entertainments including a live music, bouncy castle 
and a variety of food and drinks.

On 11th August the girls from 186th Sheffield Guides 
and Rangers, based in Burngreave, set off from St 
Catherines School on an adventure to Switzerland.  

As Guide leader I have been running international trips 
every two years since 2007 and so this was my 10th 
anniversary trip. The trips take two years to plan and we 
do lots of fundraising events and bag packing in Tesco on 
Spital Hill where the staff have been really helpful. We did 
sponsored walks along with attending large scale events to 
run tombola stalls.

For this trip I invited some other units to come with us 
and so we were joined by girls and leaders from the 39th 
Wisewood unit and the 89th St Hildas unit. There were 45 
girls going on the trip this year, the most we have ever had.

The activities the girls (and some of the adults) did whilst 
in Switzerland were white water rafting, tobogganing and 
climbing a high rope tower on top of a mountain. We 
went paddling in a lake in the middle of the mountains 
at Oeschinsee. The Rangers had the opportunity to go 
tandem paragliding which they all did and thoroughly 
enjoyed. We visited the towns of Thun and Interlaken 
with their beautiful chocolate shops. We also went to 
Trummelbach Falls which is a water fall inside a mountain 
and walked to the top.

The place where we stayed is called Adelboden and is 
a beautiful little village in between the mountains.  It is 
lovely to get up in the morning and see snow on all of 

the mountain tops. The picture shows the girls in the 
mountains at a woodcarvers which sells unique gifts. 

Because it was my 10th anniversary, my daughters 
surprised me with a commemorative gift which was 
presented to me by the side of lake Oeschinsee (the small 
picture shows my daughters in 2009).

The girls loved Switzerland so much that they all asked to 
go again. I am already planning our next trip in 2019.

Guiding is open to all girls from ages 5 – 25. 186th Guiding 
units meet on Wednesday evening at St Catherine’s School. 
For further information contact Gillian Andrews  
07863 890 144.

Swiss Adventure
Story by Gillian Andrews | Photo by Ally Revill

Willowbeck Bonanza
Story and photo by Michael Wright
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SYAC in conjunction with the 
Sheffield City Region Launchpad 
programme held a networking 
event for Burngreave businesses. 
Over 40 business representatives 
attended and learned about the 
facilities available at SYAC and 
the support available from SCR 
Launchpad. 

Janice Young of Young’s Solicitor 
spoke of her academic struggles, 
why she pursued a career in law 
and the help that she received 
in opening her business. She 
highlighted importance of 
overcoming barriers - as her mother 
told her “Nothing is impossible 
and you can achieve anything.” 
Janice talked about the benefits 
of mentoring and she said that 
if you’ve got someone in life to 
encourage you, hold on to them and 
listen to what they say. 

Bishop Doctor Delroy Hall is 
a mentor on the Launchpad 
programme and talked about the 
importance of faith in business. 
He discussed the importance 
of mentoring, not only for local 
businesses but also young 
people. His final comment was 

that successful businesses, must 
persevere and in most cases “You 
see the glory but you don’t know 
the story”.

Angela Barrows thanked SYAC, 
the speakers, and Kebabish who 
provided food for the event. 

One delegate summarised the 
benefit of the event by saying,

“It was good to meet likeminded 
people who can provide help and 
support. If I had this information 
years ago it would have helped 
me to achieve my goals”.

For further details about Launchpad 
mentoring call Matt or Gemma 
on 01302 736 062 or email 
launchpadmentoring@doncaster.
gov.uk and for SYAC call Janet 
Angel on 0114 223 2100 or email 
enquiries@syacltd.org.uk

BME means business
Story by Irshad Akbar | Photo by Leroy Wenham

Bikers in the cemetery
Story and photo by Christine Steers

On Sunday 13th Aug 2017, about 
noon, a parade of motorcycles 
drove in to the cemetery. We 
looked at each other in trepidation, 
but they sounded like “proper” 
motor bikes and lined up neatly 
beside the clock tower.

They are the Royal British Legion 
Riders Branch and ride for a project 
called Cambs876 remembered. 
They had travelled from Wisbech 
to remember a soldier from the 
Cambridgeshire Regiment who 
had died in 1917 as a result of 
his service in The Great War. 
Private Gordon Clair Henson 
Chambers 330344 1st Battalion 
Cambridgeshire Regiment was 
buried in Burngreave Cemetery.

The group visited the grave (F9-3 
Consecrated), which is a mass grave 
for injured soldiers of World War 
One who never recovered. They 
cleaned the grave, gave a short 
memorial speech, played the Last 
Post and saluted in respect before 
laying a poppy on the headstone.

You can visit their website:  
www.cambs876remembered.com

It was a pleasure to meet them and 
Friends of Burngreave Cemetery 
and Chapel wish them all the best 
for future journeys.
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Sun shines on 
SAGE Open Day
Story by Diana Tottle 
Photo by Ruby Munson-Hirst

On Thursday 10th August, SAGE welcomed members, 
staff and friends to their Grimesthorpe site for their 
annual open day. Guests were welcomed by myself 
and Councillor Jackie Drayton, who gave a very 
impassioned speech about SAGE’s local impact and the 
importance of mental wellbeing in our community.  

The day was blessed by blue skies and sunshine and 
guests were able to visit the three separate sites where 
different activities were happening. Wax painting, 
willow weaving and a treasure hunt were all on offer. 
The guests enjoyed a singing session from the Monday 
women’s group before having lunch together in the 
gardens. 

The open day marked an opportunity for visitors to 
learn more about SAGE as well as the chance for current 
members to show their work to family and friends. 
With over 80 visitors, it was an opportunity to raise 
donations. One former NHS worker described the work 
happening on site as ‘inspirational’ and said the format 
should be rolled out across the country.

SAGE is a mental health charity that supports individuals 
in a group setting through the provision of horticultural 
therapy and arts activity. We plan to restart our singing 
groups again on 11th September. Please contact the 
office for further information 0114 273 7718. 
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‘Digging Deep in Burngreave cemetery’ by Friends of 
Burngreave Cemetery and the local history group. A brief 
history of the area on which Burngreave cemetery now 
sits. Ancient woodland to coal mines to 
burials.

‘Burngreave Cemetery Grave Digger’ and ‘Victims of the 
Great War’ both written by Albert Jackson with help from 
the Friends of Burngreave Cemetery. Stories from the lives 
of some of the people interred in the cemetery.

In print…

A wealth of local history
Compiled by Saleema Imam

‘The Lost Village of 
Parkwood Springs’ by 

Barbara Warsop  
(see page 14)

All the above available in Burngreave and Central libraries 
and some available to buy from the Friends of Burngreave 
Chapel and Cemetery.

‘Burngreave Voices’ by 
Nicky Wilson. Interviews 

with local residents.

‘Pitsmoor Camera’ by 
J R Wrigley Photos of 
Burngreave in the past.

‘Burngreave into the 20th century’ and  
‘Pitsmoor – a peek into the past’. 

Both written by the Burngreave Local History group.  
A wide range of social history from 

19th and 20th centuries.

The Local Studies 
department in the 
Central library  
(www.sheffield.gov uk/archives) holds a wealth of 
reference material about Pitsmoor from:

• ‘Woodbank Magazine’ (1890s) edited and published by 
Leonard Wilde from his home at 146 Burngreave Road 

• ‘The Pitsmoor News’ a magazine ranging from  
1970 to 1973

•  Pitsmoor Action Group papers and detailed town plans 
and ordinance survey maps.

In person…
The local history group meets on the first Friday of the 
month at St Catherine’s school on Firs Hill Crescent. The 
group is sponsored by the Burngreave Messenger and 
there is a small charge of £2.50 session or £25 for the year. 
Please contact Suzanne Bingham at suzannebingham@
hotmail.co.uk to find out more.

The hospital’s history group covers the Fir Vale workhouse 
and history of the Northern General. Email sheffhhg@
gmail.com or call Sue Coulson on 0114 2713071 if you 
would like to find out more. You can visit their website here 
http://www.sth.nhs.uk/services/a-z-of-services?id=288 

And online…
Material is also available from the City Archives -  
https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/archives 

Pitsmoorians of the Past Facebook can be found at 
www.facebook.com/groups/194068350729111/ 
This is a lovely group making connections and reminiscing 
about local childhood memories.
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